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CHIRURGICAL JOUR^A/L. 



C(^e of Retention of Urine occafioned By a Contu/icn of 
the Perineum. 

[By Mr. Maunoir, of Geneva.] 

MR. Maunoir obfervcs, that the cafe mentioned 
in vol. I. page 2^2y of the Chirurgical Jour- 
nal^ calls to his recolledion one inferted in the 
London Medical Journal, (vol. XII. part ii. page 
109.) In this lalt cafe, the pcrinseum was contuied 
by the edge of a chair, in the £imc manner as Mr. 
Cagnion's patient by the axle-tree. The fymptoms 
were nearly the fame, but the variation in fubfequcnt 
events may be attributed to the diflfcrent modes of 
cure adopted in England and France. 

A 2 Mr* 
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Mr. Maunoir continues to obferve, that the means 
to derive advantages, by appreciating the difFcrcnt 
curative modes adopted in different countries, and 
often in the lame city, is by comparing the refult 
of cafes of a fknilar defcription. This fpecies of 
comparifon would neceflarily tend to the improve- 
ment of the art. 

Mr. Maunoir then proceeds to draw what he con- 
ceives an interefting parallel, from tl^e relpeftive 
events, and modes of treatment, adopted in thefe 
two cafes. After giving a precife hiftory of every 
cflential circumftance in the Engfifh cafe, he proceeds, 
with fome remarks on the two cafes in queftion, to 
prove the direft and evident influence of furgery, in 
diforders fubmitted to its aftion. 



ExtraEt of the Cafe from the London Medical JoumaL 

Afoldier, 30 years of age, in attempting to leap 
over two chairs, placed back to back, fell with 
his thighs feparated on the crofs-bars, and contufed 
the perinasum with fuch violence, that he inftantly 
fainted, and remained for fome time perfeftly fcnfelcfs. 
Some hours afterwards, having regained his ftrength, 
he went to the parade i but, when in the ranks, he 
was attacked with a copious hcmorriiage from the 

penis^ 
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penis, accompanied with violent pain in the con- 
tufcd part. Twenty-four hours afterwards, he had 
a complete retention of urine. 

Meffrs. Walker and Billam could not fuccecd in 
the introdudtion either of a bougie or catheter, 
but they were confoled by feeing the fymptoms rapidly 
yield to the obfervance of an antiphlogiftic regimen, 
and by the patient's apparent recovery, which took 
place in about 4 days. 

On the 28th of May, 1775, ^^ ^7^ ^^^^^ ^^ ac- 
cident, the Iwelling of the perinaeum and abdomen 
re-appeared,* and the urine came away involuntarily. 
At prefent, the means, that had been in the firft in- 
ftance employed, were not attended with the fame 
fuccefs. It may not be uiclefs to remark, that the 
relator of the cafe attributes the relapfe, not to the 
difeafc itfelf, (which was only palliated,) but to the 
intemperance of the patient. 

When he was received into the General Infirmary 
of Leeds, on the ift of June, he had a painful abfcefs 
in the perinaeum, accompanied with a circumfcribed 
tumefaftion that extended as high as the umbilicus. 
The tongue was white, the belly bound, and the urine 
totdly fupprefled. To thefe fymptoms were united 
an habitual difficulty of refpirarion, frequent hiccups, 
and extreme weaknefs. The patient alfo complained 
of a troublefome itching in the Ikin, and of intole- 

* Though this fymptom is not mefitloned In the relation of 
the Cafe, the expreflion re-apfeared proves that it had exifled 
in the firft period of the complaint. 

A 3 rable- 
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rablc pain in the courfe of the urethra. To remedy 
fuch a number of evils, feveral furgeons were confiilt- 
cd, who agreed to place the patient in the fame fitua- 
tion as in the operation for the ftone. Mr. Lucas, 
one of the furgeons of the Infirmary, opened the 
abfcefs in perinxo, which difcharged a confiderabk 
quantity of pus. A fmall catheter was inefFeftually 
attcjnpted to be paflcd, by the wound, into the 
urethra: another attempt, equally unfuccefsful, was 
made, to pafs both a bougie and catheter into the 
natural paffage ; though, to facilitate this mcafure, the 
patient was put in the warm bath. Laxative and 
opiate clyfters, cathartics, mercurials, anodynes, &c. 
were adminiftered without advantage. The urihe not 
being difcharged, the furgeons agreed to punfture the 
bladder above the pubis. The patient, whofe fuffer- 
ings were extreme, objefted, for 48 hours, to the 
operation being performed. 

From time to time a very fmall quantity of urine 
was difcharged, but not fufRcicnt fcnfibly to mitigate 
the pain, or obvioufly to diminifh the tumour of the 
abdomen, which now extended as high as the fcrobi- 
culus cordis. 

On the 3d of June, the patient continuing in ex- 
treme agony, fignified a defire for the operation, 
which was inftantly performed. The furgeon thruft 
his trocar in the middle of the hypogaftric re^on, two 
inches above the fymphifis pubis, and penetrated 
the bladder. Six pints of urine were drawn off, the 
canula was left in the bladder, and the orifice clofed 
with a cork ; the parts iurrounding the canula were 

guarded 
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guarded with fponge, to abforb the urine that might 
happen to efcape, Thefe were retained in their fitua* 
tion by a T- bandage, fupported by a fcapulary. 

In the evening, when the cork was withdrawn, 
four pints of urine were difcharged. On the 6th, the 
canuk having flipt out of the bladder, could not be 
re-introduced ; but, however, they fucceeded in the 
introdu6tion of a female catheter, which was judged 
proper to be left in the lame fituation. On the 7th, 
there was a painful tenefmus, with a tendency 19 
expel the urine by the urethra, which induced the 
furgeon to renew his endeavours for the introduftion 
of a catheter, or a probe, into the canal of the 
urethra, either by the wound in perinseo, or by the 
meatus urinarius ; but, from the pain produced by 
thefe attempts, he was obliged to defift. 

On the 20th, the urine efcaped guttatim acrofs the 
wound of the perinaeum, which was at this time fo con- 
trafted, that it fcarcely admitted the end of a fmall probe. 
On the a6th, 'a very fmall bougie was paffcd by the 
meatus urinarius into the bladder, and a plentiful flow 
of urine procured. It was the intention of the fur- 
geon to leave this bougie in the bladder; but, from 
the confiderable pain fubfequent to its introduftion, 
he was obliged to withdraw it. It was then refolvcd 
to let the urine accumulate in the bladder, and to 
folicit its evacuation by the natural paflage, or by 
the wound in perinaeo. By way of precaution, the 
' catheter was left in the bladder. On the 20th, 
it was withdrawn, as the bladder had completely 
regained the power of voiding its contents, which 

it 
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It cffeded partly by the fiftulous orifice, and partly 
by the meatus urinarius j but principally by the laft. 
The patient gradually recovered his ftrength, and 
was difcharged the infirmary, pcrfcftly cured, on the 
1 8th of Auguft. 

A year afterwards, he was adrmtted again, for a ^ 
fiftula in pcrinso. A proper plan of treatment, a- 
dapted to his cafe, was adopted; buf, during the 
procefs of his cure, he delivered himfelf up to thofe 
intemperate excefles which had produced a return 
of the fiftula, for which he was expelled the hof- 
pital. 



R E F L E C T I O NiS. 

The two patients, whofe cafes are about to be 
compared, were both young and vigorous. Mr. 
Cagnion's parient had a violent and extenfive contu- 
fion, with a crevice in the canal of the urethra. A 
confiderable effufion of blood fupervened, combined 
with infiltration and retention of urine; and the fcro* 
turn was threatened with gangrene twelve hours after 
the accident. 

The Englifti foldier felt a very acute pain at die 
time the accident happened, which foon fiibfided, 
as he went to the parade a few hours after the ac- 
cident. At this time there was a hemorrhage from 
the penis, but without any effufion or infiltration in 
the perinasum. The retention of urine and other 

fymptoms 
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fymptoms fobn difappeared, though no other plan 
but that of regimen was obfcrvcd. * The contufion 
terminated by fuj^uration, and the fymptoms, which 
came on on the loth day, appeared to have been 
caufcd by the abfcefs more than by intempe- 
rance. 

The opening of the abfcefs gave iffue to a con- 
fidcrable quantity of pus ; but no notice is taken of 
any efFufion or infiltration of urine; which proves 
that the canal wa^s not open. When thcfe circum- 
ftances arc confidered, it is not aftonilhing that a 
fmall catheter could not be introduced into the 
bladder. But the moft difficult circumftancc to 
believe, is the pretended impoffibility of paffing the 
catheter through the natural opening of the penis, 
efpccially after the indurations were refolved and the 
abfcefs opened, which ought to have rendered the 
canal in fome degree more free. Nor can we con- 
ceive the motive for prefcribing warm baths, pur- 
gative clyfters, and medicines of every fpecies, &c. 
The bladder, however, was enormoufly diftended, 
and the life of the patient in imminent danger, which, 
without doubt, would have been loft if the urine 
had not been evacuated. 

The French carter did not experience any fimilar 
fymptoms. At the inftant of his admiffion into the 
Hotel Dieu the bladder was emptied by means of 
a catheter, which was eafily paffed ; for, at this early 
period of the accident, the fwelling of the parts did 
not oppofe a powerfiil refiftance; The incifion af- 
t^rwards made in the perinseum and fcrotum facili- 
tated 
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tatcd the paflage of the urine from the crevice in 
the canal ; the fymptoms alfo fubfided a few days 
after die treatment. A month afterwards, when the 
canal was contraded in confcquence of cicatrizadon, 
a catheter was paffcd in the urethra, and the wound 
healed over it. 

It is but juft to acknowledge, that the Englifh pa- 
tient was faved by the punfture. But this opera- 
don only averted the imminent danger, and did not 
re-eftablifh the natural courfe of the urine. It was 
from this circumftance Mr. Lucas was induced to 
attempt the introduftion of a catheter, a bougie, 
and even a probe, into the bladder, by the wound 
in the perinaeum, as well as by the natural opening 
of the urethra. 

The crevice that was formed in the canal, and 
which admitted of the efcape of die urine drop by 
drop by the wound, was probably occafioned by thefc 
attempts, unlefs it was produced by the inconfiderablc 
quantity of urine collefted in the bladder, or rather 
by the crofion of the canal, near which, from the 
fmallnefs of the external opening, pus might be de- 
pofitcd. They were at length enabled to pais a 
fmall bougie into the bladder; which circumftance 
proves, that a fmall catheter might have been intro- 
duced, with equal, and perhaps more, eafe, and the 
patient, at the fame time, not inconvenienced by it^ 
prefencc. 

Mr. Maunoir obferves, that he Ihall make no 

comment on the idea of the Englifh furgeons, who 

wiihed to folicit the contraction of the bladder, by 

» retaining 
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retaining the urine in its cavity. This method would 
have produced an cffe6t prccifely contrary to the one 
they were led to fuppofe, if the catheter that was in 
the wound made by the pundturc, and the crevice in 
the canal, had not admitted of the conftant cfcape of 
the urine. 

The patient was difcharged the hofpital at the end 
of three months, and, doubdefs, with a confiderablc 
contraftion of the canal, though this circumftance is 
not mentioned -, and what feems to confirm the truth 
of this remark, is the fubfequent attack of an uri<- 

j nary fiftula in pcrinaeo ; for the cure of which he was 
admitted into the holpital the following year., * 

Mr. Maunoir expreffes his aftonilhment, that, in the 
year 17753 a treatment fo extremely defeftive Ihould 
be employed in England.' In feft, this kind of treat- 
ment was generally followed. The catheters of the 
claftic gum were not ufed at 1 that period J befides, 
the majority of praditioners did not comprehend the 
advantages that might be derived from thefe catheters 

i in particular, or even from catbeterijm in general. 

I Nor did they properly underftand the cfFcfts of 

! comprefiion by means of the catheters on the urethra 

I itfelf. 

There is one obvious refleftion, which mull fug- 
gcft itfelf to all readers, wluch is, that the art of 
forgery, in the ftate of its fuUeft perfcdion, fifteen 
years fince, after three months treatment, left this 
<pafc to terminate in an„urinary fiftula; and that the 

' feme art, employed for the cure of a fimilar cafe 
fifteen years later, prevented the fiftula, and rcftored 

to 
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to fociety a healthy individual^ in the fidl and p€rfe<5t 
poffcflion of all his funftbns. 



Cafe of a Wound of the Head. 



[By Mr. Julian, Surgeon to the Hotel Dicu»3 



FRANCIS Mion, a foldier, 30 years of age, and 
of a ftrong conftitution, received, on the 14th 
of December, 1790, two cuts with a febrc. One 
flightly wounded the niafleter mufcle and the parodd 
gland, on the left fide,: the other wound was recei- 
ved on the middle and fupcrior part of the os fronds^ 
and divided the external table for die extent of two 
inches. 

As he experienced no pain, he at firft paid no at- 
tention to his wounds, and' he fuffered eight days to 
clapfe before he applied to the Hotel Dieu* . The 
wounds at this time were dried up, and their edges 
Iwelled, red, and painful. They were drefled wkh 
pledgets dipt in the linimentum arcaei, and covered 
with an emollient cataplafm. 

On 
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On the 3d day, foppiwation was well eftablifhed, 
the wounds red, and ^mthout pain : but, on the 5di 
night, he had a confiderable accefs of fever, in con- 
fequence of drinking too much wine. The tongue 
and Ikin became dry, the wound pale, and the dif- 
charge lanious. A diluting reglhien and a ftridt diet 
were direfted. Two days afterwards the wounds had 
a more healthy appearance; but widiouc any mid- 
garion of the other fymptoms. 

On the 8 th, there was a bilious vomiring, which 
appeared to afford fome relief. On the lodi, die 
tongue was dry and yellow. To check this dif- 
pofidon 3i. of cream of tartar was ordered in each 
pint of drink, which produced no cffeft whatever. 
On the I ith, the fever increafed, and its force was not 
the leaft mitigated by the evacuation of bleeding. 
The wound in the cheek was nearly cicatrized ; but 
that of the ols frontis was extremely unhealthy m its 
appearance. 

Towards the evening the fuppurarion was fup- 
preffcd and his recollection loft. A blifter was ap- 
plied over the fcalp, without the fymptoms being 
diminiftied. The pulfe became finall and concen- 
tered, he was fcized with cold fweats, and died on 
the 1 2th day after he was attacked with the above- 
mentioned fymptoms; 17 days after his admiffion into 
the holpital, and the 25th after the accident. 

On difleftion, the os frontis was found denuded 

for one-third of an inch from each fide of the wound. 

The ftroke of the fabre had only divided the external 

table of the bone. In the corrcfpondcnt part of the 

^ internal 
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heat and pricking of the part induced' him to apply 
for admiffion into the Hotel Dieu, on the 8th of 
January, 1790. 

• Whey was^ prcfcribcd as a drink, to which was 
added one. grain of the emetic tartar. The fame 
medicine, repeated the next day, dilperfed the ery- 
iipehs, and by the 5th he was completely curedr 



CASE IIL 
[By Mr. Cbokin.} 



THERESA Marica, 48 years of age, was afFc£t- 
ed for fome days with an eryfipelatous afiec** 
tion of her left leg, accompanied with every lymp* 
torn that indicated a derangement of the primas viae. 
An emedc was prefcribed, which produced abundant 
evacuations. The eiyfipelas di&ppeared, and the pair 
tient was cured in 24 hoursr 
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CASE IV- 



"Treated at firfi by taptcd Emollients. 



[By Mr. Gignoux, Senior Surgeon to the Hotel 
Dicu.] 



FRANCIS Licdard, 35 years of age, was affcftcfd 
with an cryfipelas over the whole face, which 
he fomented for fome days with emollient fomenta- 
tions. The pain and turgcfcence increafed> and the 
flcin was covered with fmall veficlea. 

When the patient was admitted into the Hotel 
DieUj the tongue was yellow, accompanied with fre- 
quent difpofidons to vomit. A grain of tartar enje-» 
tic was given in a pint of whey, which prod .ced co- 
pious evacuations^ and, by the 2d day, a fenfibie di- 
minution of the fymptoms. A purge was given, 
and the patient difcharged cured by the fixth 



B % CASE 



( I* ) 



CASE V. 

Of an ukeraied Itlious Eryfvpelas. 
[By Mr. Chorin.} 



JANE Lecat, 51 years of agr, was admitted into 
the Hotel Dieu on the 21ft of November, 1789, 
for an eryfipclatous afFeftion of her face, which had 
been in a ftate of fuppuration for 15 days. The parts 
in the vicinity of the ulceradons were red and diflc- 
Uimated with fmall veficles. 

The padent had no appetite> the tongue was for- 
red, accompanied with a bitter tafte in the mouth. 
A diluting drink was ordered, acidulated with oxi-^ 
mel, to which a grain of tartar emeric was added. 
This woman was confiderably better the next day. 
The emetic drink was repeated twice, and, by the 
8di day, the ulceration and other fymptoms had dif- 
appeared, without any topical application beii^ em- 
ployed. 



CASE 
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CASE YL 

0/ art Eryfiplas (onjequent to JVowfSs* 
{By Mr. Vjergez, Sur^on to the H6tcl Dieu.] 

MARY Framay, 60 years of age, wa§ admitted 
into the Hotel Dieu on the 7 di of Septem- 
ber, 1789, for an cryfipelatous aflfc&ion of the left 
leg. No topical application was applied. A grain 
of etnedc tartar was exhibited^ ^ die pujfe was fc- 
verifti, the tongue forrcd, and the mouth bitter. 
This medicine produced an abundant evacuation of 
bifious matter^ This p)an> continued for the firft 
three days, did not ftop the progrcfe of the eryfi- 
pelas, which now cxtejnded oyer the whole pofteripr 
furface of the leg. 

The cicatrix of an old fore w^ at this time re- 
marked near the malleolus internus, and ieemed dif- 
pofcd to ulcerate. This circumftance induced a change 
m the treatment. The whole leg was covered with 
an emollient poultice, and the ufe of the emedc ftill 
pcrfifted in. A flight fuppuration took place in the 
fore, which ceafed on the 12th day, and was finally 

cicatrized fome days afterwards. 

' * i 
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CASE VII. 



[By Mr. Bouillaud, Surgeon to the H6tel Dieu.] 



MAPkY Jofepha Nengis, 44 years of age, was 
admitted, on the 9th of April, 1790, for a 
contufed wound on the fuperior part of the ri^t 
parietal bone. She left the holpital befoi« her cure 
was completed, and was no fooner expofed to the 
impreffion of the air, than the fmall degree of fupr- 
puration fiirnilhcd by the wound was fupprefled. 
Fever and violent pain in the head fupcryened, 
whiq|i obliged her to return to the hofpital. 

A poultice was applied to the head, with a view 
of exciting a luppuration, and the parts affefted with 
eryfipeks were covered with compreljcs dipt in aq. 
veg. and a relaxing emetic drink prcfcribed. 

A part of thcfe fymptoms fubfided on the ad day, 
and the patient was difmiffed pcrfcdly curpd five days 
ffter the treatment. 
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CASE vm. 



lE,ryfyelas mjefim to a Contufion^ treated at firfi iy 
Emollients^ 



£By Mr. Boulet, Surgeon to the Hotel Dicu.] 

DENIS Julia Moreau^ 30 yearn of age, of a bi- 
lious temperament, excoriated her left elbow 
by a faU. The pain laded only for a moment, and^ 
for the fpace of fix days, no alteration took place. 
At this period the inferior part of the fore-arm, and 
the fuperior part of the arm, was aflfcfted with ery- 
lipelas. 

The patient appHcd poultices to the part, then 
emollient fomentations. The pain and iwelling in- 
crcafcd to fuch a degree, that the whole fore-arm, 
ancj one-third of the arm, in a few days, was fwelled 
to a prodigious fize. Thefe fympcoms, joined with 
a confiderable degree of fever, determined her to 
^pply to the H6cel Dieu, on the 70^ of February, 
^789. 

On her admiffion* the (kin was tenfe, red, and 
^ily, and the cellular fubftance retained the im- 
j^ricffion of die finger. Independent of diefc fymp- 

B 4 toras. 
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toms, there was an evident fluftuadon in different 
parts of the fupcrior part of the fore-arm* A grain 
of emetic tartar was exhibited the next day, which 
cleared the primae viae. The abfcefles were opened 
the fame day, and the tumoxir dreflcd with a poul- 
tice moiftencd with aq. vegito. The eryfipelas foon 
fijbfidcdj but the wounds from the abfcefles, that 
bad been opened, did not heal for the (pace of 2g 
d^ys. 



CASE IX. 

Of an Eryjipilas cccajimed hy the Jpplicatim of fatty 
$ukfiances to a contufed Wound. 

[By Mr. Devers, Surgeon to the H6tel Dieu.] 



ROSE H. Bourbon, 30 years of age, had a flight 
contufion of the left arm, to which flic ap- 
plied fatty applications. Swelling of the parts took 
place, the integuments became tenfe, red, and ftii- 
ning. She was attacked with fliiverings, and at in- 

* tervals 



^ 



( *3 ) 

tervab with flioodng pains. The face became yi-» 
flamedj the tongue dry^ the piilfe firequent, hard^ and 
raifcd. 

Bleeding was ordered, and a poultice, moillened 
withaq, veg. applied to the part affeded with ery- 
fipelas. A diludng drink, and a proper diet, was 
ordered to be obferved. In the courfe^'of the night 
the padent experienced ^ icnfe of naufea, the 
tongue became furred, with -a bitter tafte in the 
mouth. 

A grain of emedc tartar, diflblved in a confi* 
derable quantity of drink, was ordered to be taken, 
which produced a confiderable evacuation. Thia 
emetic-drink was repeated on the 3d day, and on 
the 4th the eryfipelas iubfided, and die patient was 
cured. 



Ak Account of three more Cafes of EryJipelaSi re-- 

lated in the Journal de Cbirurgiey are emitted hy the 

Tranjlator, as the circumfiances and mode of cure ar^ 
nearly the fame as in the cafes above related. 



ObseR' 
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Observatioks on Erysipelas, 



The hiftory of Eryfipclas becomes an important 
confukradon, .when we refleft that the difeaie is ex* 
tremcly common, and that its treatment by many 
practitioners is purely prejudiced and empirical. 

The Greeks admittii^ in their theories pf medi- 
cines th^ metaphyseal principles of philofophy, and 
the fuperflirious ideas of the Pythagoreans, refpeding 
iwumbcrs^ agreed ia die e^iftcnpe of fouj: elements, 
four radical qualities, four temperaments, and ?oi)fe- 
quently four humours and four fpccies of tumours, 
produced by ftagnation, or a difcafed alteration of the 
Rumours above-mentipned. 

phlegmon, according to their theory^^ w^ fcrmed 
ly the blood, eryfipelas by the bilious, oedema by 
the pituitous, and fchirru^ i by the melancholic or atra- 
bilious temperament. But as this theory was often 
contradifted by obfervarion, they were obliged to 
have recourfe to the fuppofition of a mixture of the 
humours, by means of which tumours of a mixt de- 
icription were formed ; whence, no doubt, we derive 
the diftinftion of fimple or true eryfipelas, (produ- 
ced merely by extravalauon and depofit of the bilious 
humour under the fkin:) from the compound or 
furious, which took its name from the humour at 

the 
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Ae dmc moft prevalent j hence the names of phleg-* 
monous, cedcmatous, fchimis^ eryfipclas, &c. 

Such is Galen's idea of this difeafe, and which 
has been repeated by almoft all fubfequent authors 
who have written on the fubjedk of tumours. The 
celebrated La Motte, who criticifed this theory in 
different parts of his work, did not dare to ridicule 
it openly. - 

Eryfipelas, ingeneral, is an inflammatory fuperfi- 
dal fwclling, not circumfcribed, accompanied with 
lively heat and pungent pain. The whole extent of 
the part afFefted is of a bright red colour, clear and 
fliining. This appearance fubfides on preffing the 
part with the finger, and returns when the preifure 
is taken of. Thefe charadteriftic marks agree with 
all the different forts of eryfipelas, but arc varioufly 
marked, according to the different Ipecies. ' 

The firft, and moft fimple, is that mentioned by 
Sauvages in his Nofology, and CuUen in his Firft 
Lines, under the term of Erythema, from a word 
employed by Hippocrates in his Aphorifins, and in 
his Coacas Praenotiones et Epidemical, to fignify al} 
the different Ipecies of er)'fipelatbus affedions. 

But this word is not in general ufe, nor has it by 
any means a determinate figniHcation : it appears to 
us, that the general name of Bilious Eryfipelas, em- 
ployed by many authors, would be more eligible. 

In this kind of eryfipclas the fwelling is trifling, 
and ofi^n infenfible, the fkin of a rofe-colour, gene- 
rally a little verging towards yellow. The fenfation 
fhat the patient experiences is neither teniton nor pul- 

fadoit' 
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lkpoo> but a painful fmardng, fimilar to what refuks 
from the application of hot water, or from expo-* 
fcrc to the rays of the fun. 

Towards the period of the invafion of this dif^ 
cafe, and often many days before, the appedtc 
is krfl, tfic fnouth bitter, the tongue moift, and 
covered with a yellow mucus. Naufca and fomc- 
times bilious vomitings come on* The patient be- 
comes weak and dcjedted, and is affefted with wan- 
dering pains and confidcrable heat,^ without any parti- 
cular drynefs of the (kin or violent fenfc of thirll. 
Sometime;& the difeafc begins with fever, more or 
k& violent, preceded by fhivering and violent pjun 
in the head. 

This fpecics of eryfipelas is that which the ancients 
termed true, or bilious, eryfipelas, or rather, properly 
ipcaking, eryfipelas i and ]s that difcafe which, by 
fome moderns, is caUcd Simple Eryfipelas. 

This fpecics> which we name Phlegmonous, corr 
rcfponds to the phlegmonous eryfipelas of the 
ancients, and is the fame mentioned by Hevin in 
hh Pathology, and by other modern elementary 
authors. 

In this aSe6lion the flcin is more raifed than in the 
preceding fpecies, the fweliing harder and deeper^ 
and of a deeper colour. There is generally a flight 
degree of tenfion of the integuments, with pungent 
pain, and at intervals piillatory. On the firfl days 
of the attack of this difeafe, there is neither bitter^ 
nefs in the mouth nor naufea, the fkin and tongue 
become dry, and arc accompanied with a viole^ 

fcnfe 
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fitnfe of third i the pulfe k fbll and hnxd, Indicaiing; 
pkthora. 

At the expiration of a few days, parcicularly when 
the diieafe has been treated by bleeding and an and^ 
phlogiftic regimen, the toi^;ue becoines foul aad 
moiit at its edges, bitternefs of the mouth and nau- 
fea fupervenci and the difeaic; in its prpgreis» offcn 
Dothbg to diftinguifh h: from bilious eryfipelas; 

All the different kinds of eryfipelas may be dafl^ 
ed imder thefc two heads, and we may judge from 
die ftate of the primse vis under what clais they 
Ihould'be arranged. There ,is, however, a fpedcs 
of eryfipelas different from the reft, that requires 
local treatment, though the fymptoms are by np 
means extraordinary. The ipecics we allude to is 
confequent to wounds, contufions, &c. 

The danger of every ipecies of eryfipelas is pro- 
portioned to its extent, to its intenfity, and to the 
part zSt&cdi but the moft dangerous of all is 
diat which afie£b the head and the adjacent parts. 
This remark has been repeated, after Galen, by 
JEdus, Paulus Eginetus, Oribafius, &c. Thcfe au- 
thors arc even apprehcnfive, that, in fuch cafes, 
fuffocadon may take place, fix>m an obftrudion in 
the refpiratory pal&ges; 

An eryfipelas of the uterus is deemed, by Pare, 
a mortal difeafe; and Hippocrates has formed a 
prpgnoftic equally unfavourable of the eryfipcl^te 
which difappears fuddenly from the furface of the 
body, to affe£t the internal parts, 

Obftinatc 
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Obttinatc ulccrt, and even gangrene irfclf^ have 
been mentioned by the smciencs as the frqquent re-* 
fult of eryfipelas: though^ it is probable^ thcfe cir- 
cumftances may be attributed with more propriety to 
negligence and unikilfiil treatment than to the na^ 
ture of the difcafe. This remark is eqiially appli- 
cable to thofe eryfipektous affedtions attendant ort 
wounds, ulcers, frafhires, and luxations, whofe con- 
fcquences have been defcribed by authors as ex- 
tremely formidable. 

The treatment of eryfipelas has varied materially 
at the different period^ of the medical art. Celfus 
recommended bleeding indifcriminately in every Ipc- 
cies, when the ftrength would permit. JEtius, who 
founded his opinion on the authority of Galen, never 
employed the lancet but in cafes of manifeft ple- 
thora i the bilious eryfipelas he treated by purga* 
tivcs. Paulus Eginetus, on the contrary, never ex- 
hibited them, but when, from fome obftacle, he was 
prevented from ondering bleeding ; a praftice which, 
like Galen, he recommended as a general precept. 
Oribafius recommends medicines proper for the eva- 
cuation of the bile i Avicenna> in adopting this laft 
mediod, obferves, that bleeding is rarely ufefiiU 
fometime? hurtful; and yetj at the fame time, ad- 
mits that there are cafes where it b indifpenfable. 

Aftuarius has made nearly the fame remarks as 
Avicenna, ?md, befides, extends the ufe of purgative* 
to every fpecies of inflammarion. Gii de Chauliac. 
Thcvenm, Munnick, Sydenham, &c. prcfcribc bleed- 
ing in all fpecies of eryfipelas, unlcis die affctlion 
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is extremely flight. In this opinion they, aie fdH^ 
lowed by a crowd of moderns, fonw of whom, in-^ 
flucnoed by the infpe6tion of the blood when it 
prefents what they term a plethoric or inflammatory 
cruft, order the bleeding to be repeated three or 
four dmes. 

Thevenin fbmedmes preicxibed a gende emeticai 
but not till after other means had been unfuccelT-* 
folly tried. 

Pare has remarked, that the difeafe generally ter^ 
minates by vomitings and bilious dejeftions ; but ac 
that time the llibiated tartar w^s not in ule i a me-* 
dicme admirably calculated to accelerate this termi«» 
nation : and now^ though the efFeds of this remedy 
are known, yet many praftitioners are afraid to cm* 
pioy it. Stoll himieif never prefcribed it, without 
the patient being previoufly prepared. 

Richter^ the celebrated profeffor of Got&ngent 
and one of tht moll judicious German authors, re* 
commends ^e exhibition of an emetic on the 
firft attack of a bilious eryfipelas. He admits that 
there arc cafes, though extremely rare, which re* 
qinre ble^ling in the firft inftance. 

CuUen propofes cooling purgatives in iaddition to 
tKefe means, and coincides with the method employ-p 
cd by Selle^ who, vicwbg eryfipelas as a ipecics of 
putrid fever, joins to evacuants the ufe of bark, 
wine, and other antifeptics. 

Bell treats tliis mode of pradlice, and the opinion 
on which it is founded, as purely hypothetical^^ He 
prefers-the and-phlogiftic regimen and bleeding, hut 

by 
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hf ''na means locals as it is generaDy prdduflive of 
ulcers difficult to cure. The ancients appeared to 
attribute much efficacy to bkedbg and the ufe of 
purgadveS) and even ilill more to topical applica- 
tions. Sonie recommend the ule of diaphoretics 
and fudorifics ; whilft others, and indeed the gfeateft 
munbcr, prcfcribe reliaxihg, rcfrefliii^' and diuretic, 
drinks. 

Alexander of Trallcs, after the dodrine. of Galen, 
prtfcribcd only cold water to his' patients. He re^ 
commended them to breathe freih air, arid to be 
ffightly clothed ; and obferves, with great judgement, 
that this is die plan that nature fccnis to point out, 
and fupports the propriety of this ^dkxi by cafes 
pecufiar to himfclf. ' " ^^' 

l^zri dfo attributed fome advantage' ^d^Tfrcfh air, 
to which he joined the ufe of cooEng medicines, 
&c. * Sydenham, witfi the fame views, prefcribes the 
ufe of finall beer. Others recommend weak red wine 
and water. Thcvcnin treats obftinatc eryXipclatous 
affeftions by nieans of baths, whey, veal-broth, and 
cold mineral waters. 

Topical applications have been for a long time in 
general ufe for the cure of cryfipelasj nevcrthclels, 
Hippocrates, who Ipeaks frequently of this difeale, 
and who relates many cafes of this dcfcription in his 
epidemics, fays nothing to induce a fufpicion that 
he ever had rccourfc to local applications. The 
practice of modem phyficians has differed materially j 
diey have been diffijfe in the ufe of liniments, fo^ 
mentations, poultices, and even ointments of every 

defcription. 
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tlcfctipbOdfi, It W0S fbon remarkcdi that oils^ oinN 
mentBj pl^^tSji :Md all £itty fubftanccs, were per- 
nicious in the treatment of eryl^pelas. Galen made 
this icmaik; which» {low^yer, dkl^ not. prevent the 
nfeiof the eoip* diaps^ma.diffolved in oil. of rofes» 
Falmdus Htldanus.h^s feen the ufe of the oil of 
coies, continued, for ipme days^ produce gangrene^ 
an a calie of phlegmonous eryfipelas. Mufimck quotes 
this cai€» and Manget reports it at length. The me- 
dicamtnts of -a benumbing and narcqcic quality^ re- 
commended . by . GMen> Paulus Eginetus, and many 
odicrs, have alfo tended to produce mortification. 

Refcdvpjits and repellents have been generally re* 
•commcndiji^j^j^aiuthprs, however, agree, that theip 
application is not/unattended with danger: for, in- 
dependent pf the fatal qoniequences fomedmes pro^^ 
•duced hy metaftaiis» induntdon or, gangrene of the 
part.afiedted arc often occafioned by their indifcri- 
minatc. ufe. A conviction .gf the truth of this re- 
mark induced Pauhis E^netus to reject aftringent 
and fpirituous applications, and Ayicenna to prefer the 
effiifion of cold water on the part to more a£tive ap.- 
plications. For the lame reaibns oxycrate, a boailed 
remedy aqiong the Greeks, was preferred to weak fo«- 
lutions of lead, as recommended by Thevenin, and 
the diffiuient infiifions of elder-flowers, ^ melilot, and 
other fimilar plants, were eveain more general ufe. 

De Haen employed adecoftion of elder-flowers in 
whey: (bneti^s jemoUicnts,. as warm.^ater, marfh^ 
mallow- water, watcf ^ frogs fpawn, &c. 

Vol. U. C ^ Kartman 
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'' ttartman' attributes the moft (eriou^ fym^om^i 
and even mortificadon of the part it^f» to this laft 
appficanon. CeUlis ufed catapkfms covered with 
compreffes, morftencd wiA cold water.: Galen ren- 
dered them rcfolutive by the addition of oxycrate; 
Paulas Eginetus recommended a poultice of barley- 
meal j Thcvenin one made of rye boiled in lime- 
water ; and Diembroek one compofed of bean^meal 
and oak- leaves reduced to a powder. But it is fU- 
perBuous to dwell longer on methods that have 
proved inefficacious^ and which have been long 
fincc abandoned* 

CuUen, concurring in opinion with all. accurate 
obfervers on the inutifity and danger of every to- 
pical application, abfolutely rejefts them. He al- 
lows, however, the part afieded to be fprinkkdwith 
powdered ftarch^ (a practice lately adopted in Eng^ 
land,) to abforb> according to Mr. Bell, the acrid hu- 
mour which is furnifhedj and which tends to pro- 
duce ulceration. 

Without doubt chalk has been employed by foxne 
praAitioners to anfwer the fame indications.^ 

Bell, who pcrfcftiy accords with Cullea with re- 

fpeft to the injurious efiedbs of local applications, 

yet permits a rfiin layer of the extraft of Saturn to 

-be applied to the part by means of a feather, when 

the pain is very acute. 

' Richter, fo far from approving this pra£tice> view* 
Ac e:i(tra£b of Saturn in the famed^t as other r- 

* ^ V. J. Mwmick, Chir. lib. I Manget. K«. 

ftringents> 
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ftfingents, which, he oblenres, often produce fatal 
confequences. This learned profeflbr, like Sellct 
Stall, and other (kilful praditionen, make3 ufe of no 
application whatever to the part. Adyarius obfenres^ 
alio, that local appUcations are ufelefs in eryfipelas^ 
and that the inflanunadon will fublide by the ufe of 
athartics alone. 

Independent of the means we have pointed out^ 
d)ere was one mentioned by Thevenin, which, dur 
ring his time, w^s in very general ule: this was 
the application of blifters. He propofed them with 
the view of evacuating, or at Icaft diverting, the 
eryiipelatous humour, when they were applied at a 
ccMifiderable diftance from the part afieded. 

This recalls to our rccoUedtion a cafe mentioned 
by Alix, in his Obfcryata Chirurgica, fafc. iii. where 
blifters were applied to the legs of a peafant, for a 
wandering and obftinate eryfipelas, which had fuc- 
ccffively occupied the back, the thorax, and the 
face. The eryfipelas attacked the feet, and was im^ 
mediately followed with gangrene. 

Such is the abridged hiftory of what has been 
written on the fubjeft of eryfipelas. . The means 
related for the cure of the difcafe may perhaps ap- 
pear in fome degree tediqtus; but they are more 
important to recoiled): than theoretical diftindtions of 
the various fpecics of eryfipelas. 

With relpefk to the particular method employed 
m the Hdtel Dieu, although fufficiencly explained in 
the c^fes preceding rfiefe pbfcrvations, we (hall rc- 
caj)itu]atc the plan^ to enable the reader to com^ 

C 2 pare^ 
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pare our n^jode %rith the methods employed by 
others. 

In the bilious eryfipelas, v^hacever degree of heat 
or fever may exift, we, give, in the firft ini^Qce^ 
a grain of emetic tartar diffolvcd in a coAiidecahle 
iquanrity of .fluid 5 the fymptoms generally diminifh as 
foon as the cfFcdb of the medicine have ceafcd: wc 
fiave feen them entirely fubfide, although the medi- 
cine produced no other ienfible alteration, in die ani- 
mal economy, than an increafe in the fecretions of the 
-infenfible perfpiration and urine : fometimes the fymp- 
toms' refill thcfc evacuations, and we are obliged to 
liave recourfe onee or twice, pr even more frequendy, 
to the ufe of the emetic-drink. When the eryfipclas 
is cured, and the bitternels in the mouth and fever has 
Hfubfided, twoortliree purges of cafRa and manna,, with 
•a grain of emetic-tartar, are exhibited: during the 
procefs of the cure the patient is ordered to drink 
freely of a diluting ptifan, acidulated with oxymel : as 
Toon as the lymptoms arc mitigated the diet of thcpa- 
^tient is enlarged} for, when it is too rigidly obierve<^ 
the acrimony of the humours are apt to be increafed, 
and the bilious eryfipehs to be reproduced, particu- 
larly in hofpitals, where the air, generally fpeaking, is 
unhealthy. 

The bilious eryfipelas, however confideraWe its c^c- 
tent, and whatever part it may occupy, yields, in a 
^ew days, to the plan wc have laid down; and, in the 
^end, we have always fucceeded in the cure ; nCr do 
we recolleft an inftance of its return. We have ii^ 
' variably obferved that the cafes of the padcnts, Y^bo 

• had 
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bad bmi' bled previous ^ix>: their ^miffiqu. into the. 
hofpital, were more leriouy and obftinace> particularly, 
when it had been frcjquently repeated. 

The fame pradticc is not applicable to the phlegm 
monous ipecics of eryfipelas: in this kind, emetics and 
other cvacuants augment the irritation and tenfion, 
ahtady confiderable, nor Ihould they be had recourfc 
to till the plethora and irritation of the* patient is di- 
miniflied by one or more bleedings, according to the 
urgency of the lymptoms and the ftrcngth of the 
patient The bifious eryfipelas, that then s^pears, 
points out the neceflity of evacuation and the proper 
time for their exhibition. During the .whole treatment 
the patient takes nothing but A diluring drink, fuch as 
whey, or sL fimple decodtion of dog's tooth with 
ftxymel; ' " 

When eryfipelas arifes from an internal- caufc, we do 
not employ any topical application whatever in either 
fpccics, but leave it, as much as pofliblc, expofed to 
the air. 

But when- either bilious or phlegmonous eryfipelas. 
is confcqucnt to a contufioa- wound or an* ulcer, regi- 
men and* internal medicines are infufficient, unlefs 
topical api^cations arc employed to abate the local 
irritation, and to excite fuppuration : with this view 
cataplafms have been employed, and their good effefta 
have been remarked in a great variety of cafes ; but 
we deem this a caudon eflenrially ncccffary to obferve,. 
that the appHcadon of the poultice fhould not extend 
much below the contufed furface or the edges of the 
wound. If any applicadon is permitted to lay on the 

C 3 reft 
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f^ft of die trftvpthtam fuAcc, it ihould l^ bt^iscous 

and weak^ fucH as die aq. veg. min; in commdn u(e, 
made in die proportion of 5 j* of the cxtradl of Saturn 
to a pint of wafer. 



Caf(^ of ajpuridus jheurifin of the Brachial Arlety^ 
[By Mr, Cagnion.] 

A Child, fix years old, had the brachial artery 
opened, in bleeding from the bafilic vein. The 
hemorrhage was confiderable \ and the furgeon expe- 
rienced great difficulty in flopping it by means of com- 
prcffion. The blood, however, waa retained; but a 
tumour formed an inch and a half in diameter at the 
part where the padent was bled \ it was treated as a 
common abfcefs, and maturating applieadons em- 
ployed : an opening was propofed to be tnaffc, when 
Mr. Cagnion was confulted for the firft time; who, 
from the charafteriftic fymptoms, was fadsfied it waa 
Zf cafe of fpiirious ancurifin. The parents were 
frightened, and confulted many other profeffional men, 
who concurred in the fame opinion, and who alt^greed 
that the operation was n^pefTary, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Cagmon was defired to peribrm it^ but^ con-> 
cciving that the operation might be had recourfc to as 
a lafl: rcfourcc, advifed that the effcdk of compreffion 
ihould be previoiifly ^tHedy as no danger coidd ari^ ' 
from the attempt; y. 

The parents, uneafy from this dHJerence of opinion, 
took the child to Paris, where they confultcd Mr» 
Ferrand, who was decidedly of opinion for the ope- 
ration to be performed; Mr. Louis was confufced, 
who agreed in opinion with Mr. Cagnion, to whofe 
care the patient was agsdn configned, 

Mn Cagnion placed a pad, moderately firm, as af 
point of fupport^ at the poftcrior part of the arm and' 
fore-arm, then applied graduated compreflfes on the 
tumour, and a bandage fimilar to what is ufed in bleed*' 
ing, excepting that the turns were more numerous.' 

The. patient wore this bandage for a year; at the 
end of which- period, the tumour had entirely difap- 
peared; and the child, who is now betw,cen fifteen and 
faxttn years of age, enjoys the moft perfcft ftate of 
health : the affefted arm is now of the fame fize ai)d 
ctjually ftrong as th6 other. 
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GsLpjff. a r^foi Cure of a ^l^^ocikyj^jequeniti €(m^ 
Jiderahle Jnfiatmation and Formafio^- cf^ M^ater i» 



j;By Mr. BQyj.«T, Su^conrto the i^otel DicuJ 



MBOUET, a hufbandman, 42 years of age, 
f and of a good conftitution, had been affefted 
widi a hydrocele for the (pace of twelve year3 3 it was'' 
of^ a confiderable fi^e, and was origin^ly odcafioned 
by a contufion of the left tefticle. Wearied with un- 
fuccefsfol endeavours to cure his complaint, by the ap- 
plication of powerful refolutives, h^ wa? determined to 
leave off all remedies whatever. 

in the month of Septenibcr, 1790, he had o'cca-s' 
fion to go to Paris : when he confuked the fiirgeon-in^ 
chief of the Hotel Pieu, who punfturcd the tumour, 
and drew off at leaft fix pints of water. As the tefti-? 
cle was undifeafed, reft and the ufe of a fufpenfo^y 
bandage were only recommended. Thefe precautions 
he h?id the imprudence to negleft ; for, as foon as the 
pperation was over, he W^kecJ mofc than eight 
leagues. 

Jn the eycning, on going to bed, he felt a flight dc* 
grec of pain, which progreflively increafed in the 
ni|ht:i and^ the following day, the fever and fwelUng 

aiigmcntc4 
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^nigmentcd In die lame praportions w4 finilte ihiti: 
d>y, bc-wasxtottvcycdto the Hotel, Dicu. 

The teftick> • wHch wa& hacd and extremely psuniU^ 
fcimcd/ wtb-iJHJ ferptumi an ovaltumour y titc long: 
diameter of which w«9 four inchca ahd a halfj and thC/ 
Ihort diameter three inches; t^ Ipcrna^tic cord was 
fwcttid as high as the abdominal ring i and^ when the- 
tumour was not fufpended, die pain was prolonged to 
the d^domen and loihs, Th^ :furfacc of the fcrotum • 
wastenfe, and.of alhirang,r«d colour; the facjc was- 
inflamed^ Jthe {^ulfe hard^ fiil^ and irregular j. the Ikin: 
of a bormng heat} the tongue. dry^ acs:oinpanied vd\i^ 
ardent diirft. 

Thefe laflr-mentioned f]^pttittis' were cajjned by the 
following trcacnient : a copiods bkedkig wa^prefcri- 
bcd, -mth die obfenrancc of a rigid diet y threi pipt^ of; 
9 diluidng liquor^ aqdulated with firup oflemon> were^ 
ordered for a comnion drbk s and ^{vlpttiibTy ban*^ 
dage for the tefticlQ, ii^hich received an addidonal fup*^ 
port, from aUowingiit to reft qn ^ fmall piHow placed- 
between the thighs. 

The next day die bleeding was repcatedi and the 
fkme plan cbferired as die preceding day. By the 5th 
day, die fever had fubfided^; the qord was more free». 
and the pain confiderably Ic^j though die fwelling of 
the ferotum ren»ai|ied near 1)^ the fame.— rHe was ailow* 
cd to take fome weak foup. 

The padent reniatned much die hmc nil die i4dii, 
when, in die evening, he had a ihiyering fit, followed 
with a flight degree of .fevtr.: the tuipour was attend-. 
(4 widi no pain, but ftill retained the fame bulk 1 a 

Qudtuation 
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fiuAuaMh^of a fmall quandty pS fluid i^asinow {ck at 
its anterior part. The fever, preceded by^fhiTdiog, ^ 
recumed as before on the i6ik day ; the accefs was 
flight j butj two days afierwatdsj it returbed with more 
vioknce, and hftedfor a longer time. . 

From the bitternc(s in the itiouch, the appearance of 
the tongue, &c. it wa& drought expedient to exhibit 
the emcric-drink, in whidi one grain of the emetics- 
tartar was <Ki{blved: this medicine produced ibme 
vomitings and bilious ikodk. The accefiion of: IhiTcr- 
ing and fever returned <i:wice more, but wifli litde 
violence i the laft attadc.was indeed fcarccly pen* 
ccptible. 

Oo the afth, a bilious diarrhoea came otij which 
for fome days increafed. He became uneafy, reft-, 
lefi, aqd tndy mifcrable, from the apprthenfion of 
lofing his li^ and, ^ron^fequendy, leaving a large 
famify> of which He was the only fupporti to mifery 
and Want.— The diai-rhoea ceafcd fpontahcouflyj the 
wine ^became thin, and the inferior ' extremities 
cedematous. 

On tike 38di, the uriite was almoft totdlly ^ipprefled, 
and the ii^gation had affedted the thig^ aiid fcrocum» 
notwitfaftanding the ufe of an aperient pdian, fweetencd 
with die firup of the five roots. 

The urine flowed more abundandy the following 
days, and the padent foon regained his tranquillity. 
The urine was now difcharged plentifblly^ and fome- 
times even mvoluntarily : each day he had five or fix 
bilious ftoolsj (he fwellmg of the legs and thighs 

ibon 
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foon di&ppearedi and t^c ftrotum itouinied oolf 

affcacd. . 

On die 52d day, a fmall excoriation was remarked^ 
fituated on die anterior and nearly inferior part of die. 
fcrotum, from which oozed a cbnfiderable quandty of 
ferofity* 

On die 56di, die infiltradon in die Icrotum was difH* 
patedj and an extenfive flufhiadon fdt at the anterior 
part of the tefticlc. Three days afterwards an efchar, 
diat occupied the ^excoriated part, floughed off and' 
expofed a fmall orifice at the bottom of the ulcer»; 
which conftandy difcharged a kind of limind fcrofity 
that became white on prefliire. A probe was mtro«* 
duced> by this aperture, into the cavity of the tunica 
vaginalis i a direfbor was then pafied, and the tunic: 
divided fix>m above downwards : at firft a ibiall ierout 
difcharge took place, which was followed by a con(i« 
derable quandty of pus : a fmall flip of linen was in^- 
troduced into the wound ; the edges dieficd with lint^ 
and a poultice applied over the wliolc. The lamc. 
drefiing was condiiucd the following days. 

The tefHde, which was hard and large, gradually 
^minifheds the difcharge, which, for the (pace o£ 
thirteen days, had been extremely abundant, leflcned 
confiderably j and the cavity daily decreaied in fize. 
Thirty-fix. days after the operation the wound was 
dofed by a cicatrix, that apparendy adhered to the 
body of the teflick, to which a fbap plafter was ap* 
plied, with a view of removing fome Utde remaining 

indurariom , 

The- 



/Thi pAtittifc M«» diifchargcd; the Wpittl, pctfca!)r 
cured, on die 13 ift day after his admitcance -, and^ on 
aiit.Gjthy from the bpenu^ bf ttle ^bfcefs; dnere was a 
Utde remauitng diicknefs in die cellular fuhftance -, but. 
the cefticle vw reduced to its natural fiase. 

The hydrocek has never fince appeared, nor is there. 
my reafon whatever to a{q)rchcnd:'a rel^fe. ^ . 

The feelings of this patient's mind confidemb^^ in*- 
flucnced his difeafc j but to what degree the fymptoms 
were pardcularly aflfedfced is perhaps difficult to do- 
tCTiiune. 

We have one important remark to niakct which is, 
that the health of the patient never improved till the: 
furgcon-in-chief perfuaded him that his difeafe was by. 
no means impbrtant, treated it with apparent indiflrc-^ 
Itnce, and intruiled him to the care of an afllftant. 

This fa£t, and many others of a fmiilar defcription^i 
"(^ch daily prefen't themfelves to. our obfervauon, 
Ulay ferve for the fubjeft of a diftinft cflay on. the in?*, 
fiuence o£ the mind on. the body when in a Hate of; 
difcafe, and on the conduft that a philofophical furgcon> 
fliQuld obfcrye in modifying and rcguladng the too* 
dangerous a^ivity of the ima^ation. 
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Cafi.of a Ctirkspf tbeftemal Pmion af fhjf Qavifk, 4 
the cartilaginous Portions ofthefirfi three BAks^ and of 
the upper Part tf the SlerHum. 

[By Mr. Simonneau/ Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.] 

MARGARET Bkt, $6 years of age, and of a 
weak conftimtion, about the middle of the 
year 1788, having, occafion to lift down fotne thing 
that was placed beyond her reach, felt, at the moment^ 
a violent pain in her left breaft, from the extraordinary 
^ertion fhe made in ftretching her arm. A ihorttime 
afterwards the brcaft'.bccame fwellcd, hard, and piun- 
ful, and refiftcd every effort of art and cmpiricifm. 

The tumour,, at len^, difappcared ; but fbon after- 
wards anoth^er fwelling was obferved at the ardcutation 
of the left clavicle with die fternum ; the pain of 
which incrcafed in proportion to its progreis. An ab- 
•fcefs was formed which difcharged a quantity>of bloody 
and black ferofity from a fiftulous opening. 

The parient, whofc general health was cxhaufted by 
a variety of putrid compl^nts, with which fhe had 
been afflidted at different times, in addition to habitu4l 
colicky pains and the wealcnefs confcquent to an abun- 
dant difcharge, applied to the Hotel Dieu. On exami- 
nation with a probe, the flernal portion of the left 
<;lavicle, and that part of the fternum conneded with 
it, was found in a ftatc of difcafc : the bone was ex- 

pofed. 
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|)ofed, by the application of a piece of kpis infernafis 
CO the iiilulous orifice ; andj as foon as the efchar 
feparated^ the ulcer was covered with an emolfient 
pouldce* 

On the 8 th day, the patient was feized with confide- 
rable fever^ with a wandering pain that occupied the 
Ivhok left fide of the breaft : two days afterwards the 
breafl began to fwell again. When the llightcft de- 
gree of preffure was employed, a confiderable quantity 
of matter was difcharged from the fiftulous orifice, 
which led to a fuipicion that there was ^ commu* 
nication between the two abfceflcs. 

The patient died on the 12th day after her ad- 
miflion. On opening the body, a difcharge of a 
fteatomatous matter took place from the left breaft; 
and the cardla^nous portions of the three firA ribs, 
the head of the clavicle, and the corrclpondent portion 
of the flemum, were deftroyed by caries; but no 
communication was difcovered between this part and 
die breafl : confiderable adhefions of the pleura had 
taken place oppofite the parts afiefted. There did 
not occur any thing worthy of remark in the infpe&ion 
of the thoracic and abdominal vifcera. 



C^ 



( 45 ) 



"thorax "mtb an In* 



. ..rgeon to the Hotel Dieu.] 

.tidier, a foldicr, 23 years of age, 
initted into the Hotel Dieu on the 3d 
, 1790, for a wound he had received fh)m a 
. button of which had fallen off: it was fituated 
inch above the right bread, and the orifice was co* 
.red with florid frothy blood, tTielpittle was dnged with 
olood^ and the. reipiration laborious : the opening was 
enlarged, which gave iflue to a confiderable quantity 
of grumous blood: a final! flip of fine linen was in- 
troduced, and the edges left out of the wound ; lint 
was applied to the furface, and the whole covered with 
a poultice. The patient was bled it the arm, and 
put to bed on the affefted fide. The next morning 
the pulfe was hard and raifed, and the heat coiifiderabte : 
the fpitdng of blood and difficidty of refjnration were 
nearly the fame. A fecond bleeding was prefcribed, 
and no advantage derived : in the courle of the two 
following days, the fame evacuation wa^ repeated four 
times, and the fymptoms ceafed by degrees ^ but thefe 
favourable circumftances did^^iot continue long ; for, oa 
the 7 th day, the patient, conceiving himfelf oi^t of 
danger, pontrivcd to procure fome food, which he de* 
voured with great qi^egicft. The next day he com- 
plained 
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|)ofed, by the application of a piece of ^ 
CO the fiftulous orifice J and, as foor 
feparated^ the tdccr was covered w" 
pouldce* 

On the 8 th day, the patient was f 
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ball, which he ctpe- 

from its being co-» 

rounded with 

and the 

.^c ball: 

:r. 

r> mptoms till 

iiie now became 

of weight and vio- 

jis and legs became 

the Hotel Dieu on the 3 ift 

/. Default enlarged the open- 

anofl: attentive examination, could 

I'lafture or depreffion: that part of 

found only denuded wljich ftopt the 

iliC ball. As the wound ftill difchargcd' 

',vas dreffed with lint, fprinkled with colo*-* 

: the patient was put on ftri6t diet, and ordered 

Jting drink> acidulated with firup of lemon. 

The next day the fymptoms were not diminiftied ; 

' ic patiStot was fevcrijQi, the pulfe hard and frequenti 

the wound painful, accompanied with fwelling of the 

Surrounding parts. The wound was now dreffed with 

^ lininacntum arcaei, and the whole covered with a 

poultice, moiftened with the aq. vegcto. min. 

On the 4th day» the pulfe was fofter and lels frc- 

V^nt, and the pains were evidendy dimmiftied : the 

«cchymofis fome days afterwards difappearcd, the wound 
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bcc£xrc red ^t.d healthy^ and afibrded ioi abun^iftC- 
difcharge of wcU-condkioncd pus. 

The drowfinefs and giddincls difappcarcd. The pa- 
tient experienced in the fequel no other lymptoms than 
flight pains in the h^ad> which recurred at long intervals^ 

No exfoliation of the bone took place; the part was 
fooh covered with new-formed flefe, and the fizc of 
\^ wound confiderably diniinifhed. 

By the 17 th day> the ccchysnofis had entirely dif- 
appeared, and, the fuppuiadon being trifling, com- 
prcfles dipt in the aq. vcg. min. were fubftituted for 
the poiikicc. The pain in the head returned two 
days afterwards with extreme violence> particularly on 
that fide where the wound was received. 

From the sad to the 23d, the patient had twc^ 
Violent stttacks of epilepfy, the granulations became 
pale and e3fiu^erant, and required the applicadon ol 
ihe lapis infernalis^ From this period no other dref- 
iogs were employed but dry lint, and compref&s^dipt 
in the aq. veg. rain. During the remainder of the 
treatment, no other fymptoms occurred than three, at- 
csicks of epilepfy and a diarrhGea> which was checked 
by the ufe cf drcodion of rice^ fwcctened with firup of 
quinces; and, in 44 days fiibfequent to her ad* 
mifliion^ fhe was diftharged the Hofpital perfe<^y 
cured. 
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At txtraSifrcm the PTcrks of M. J. Van Wy^ SUrgecn^ 
€f Amfierdaniy taken from the %th Volume and the \Jt 
Tart of the Bibliotheque Chir. of Ricbter, by M. 
Brewer J M.D. 



CASE L 

A Man, 38 years of age, had a lalivary fiftuk, 
which refilled every method efnploycd for'ita 
Cure : he loft fucceffively all the teeth of the lower 
jaW; the gums fwellcd, became painful and bloody^ 
and at length feparated, and completely expofed the 
maxillary bone. A necrofis of part of die lower jaW 
was then expefted, but the total lofs of this bone was 
an unlooked-for event, particularly as neither fuj^- 
radon or inflammation had fcnfibly afFcded the con- 
tiguous partis. 

When the patient had remained fome rime in diis 
fituatihn, a very confiderable portion of the bone waS 
thrown off; afterwards, many fmallcr pieces were ex- 
tra6tcd at different rimes, fo that at the end of three 
months the whole inferior jaw had been removed, 
inuring the time that this feparation was taking place^ 
a new jaw was obferved to be forming in the fame 
fliape as the original one: at firft it had only die con* 
fiftcnce of leather, but it hardened in the fequel to that 
degree that the p^nt was capable of mafticating 
folid fpod. The chijiappearcd more fhort and rounded 

P % than 
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thaa in its natural ftatc^ nor was the jaw of its natural 
degree of width, fo that the anterior part was not ex- 
adtly applied ag^inft the teeth of the fuperior jaw» 



CASE n. 



A Man, .70 years of age, felt, for a confidcrafcfc 
length of time, a deep-feated pain in the left fide 
pf his face, (and particularly along the lower jaw,) ac- 
companied with inflammadon andfwclUng: thefc fymp- 
toms. were immediately confcquent to the extraftion 
pf pnc of the dentes molark in a ftate of caries. General 
means were employed, which only mitigated the fymp- 
toms foratimc, for the pain foon re-appeared, and, at the 
angle of the lower jaw, an inflamnnatory tumour was re- 
parked : an abfcefs then formed,, and> when opened, 
the bone was found carious to fuch a degree, that ex^ 
foliation was expefted. The pains increafed, an ob- 
flinaic lalivation came on, the left half of the jaw was 
denuded, and fell entirely off. This portion of bone 
was afterwards regenerated, gradually increafed in hard'- 
ncf&, and €xa6lly adapted itfclf to the found portion of 
•be j^w.- 
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Observations by the Editor. 



Mr. Van Wy obfcrvcs, that, in the two cafes juft 
related^ the bone was regenerated, and that it hardened 
by degrees, fubfequent to the feparation of the original 
portion; and other praftitioners appear to haVc made 
the fame remark.* We do not mean to conteft the 
fidelity of the fafts, as they are related by fuch a judi- 
cious pradirioner as Mr. Van Wy j but, reafoning from 
analogy, we are authoiifcd in doubting that die pro- 
cefles of regeneration and hardening take place in the 
gradual manner mentioned by the author. In fedt, wc 
have invariably obferved, with relpedl to other bones, 
that regeneration and induration precede the throwing 
off of the exfoliated portion, which ferves for a mould 
to the new-formed bone. The cafe of Mr. Boulet, 
infcrted in the firft volume of the Journal, and indeed 
^ other cafes that we have fccn of necrofis of the 
lower jaw, confirm the propriety pf thi^ x^dSovmg* 



• See Bordenave on the Necrofis of the Lower Jaw. Acadc nic 
iJeChir. lorn r. 
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Cafe of a Wound of the Leg with a pivifion of the 
^endo Achilla. 



[By Mr. Pbzard, Surgeon to the H6tel Dicu»] . 

JBaptifte Layigne, 30 years of agfe> in dcfcendfaig 
• into a cellar, without a light, on- the 4th of 06Vo- 
bcr, ^790, ftruck the pofterior part of hi^ leg againft 
the cutting edge of a faw, which completely divided 
^he tcndo Achillis about two inches above the heel^ 
He was carried direftly to, the Hotel Dieu, and, on 
examination, a tranfverfe wound was found two inches 
in length, with the edges a little fcparated; on extend-? 
ing the limb forcibly, the extremities of the tendons 
ivere brought in contaft^ but, whpn the limb was bent, 
they fcparated for more than two mches. The plan of 
treatment was as follows: 

An afliftant kept the foot corppletely on the ftretch, 
with the leg flighriy bent; and, after cloths dipt in 
aq. veg. min. were applied to the wound, a long com- 
prefs was placed under the foot and behind the leg, 
extending from the extremities of the toes above tte 
ham. This cojnprels was two inches and a half in width, 
apd the Ijttle vacuities in the vicinity of the tendon were 
fUled up with Ent, &c. A bandage, two inches in 
width and four ells in length, was applied in the fol- 
Jpwing manner iT-Some Circular tufn§ were firft paffcd 
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round the foot, near the toes ; the end of the long com- 
prcfe, next the heel, , was turned back, and fccured in 
that fituation by fome turns of the bandage, which co- 
vered the whole "foot, and was pafled above and below 
die divided parts in fuch a way as to approximate 
their edges : the reft of the bandage was expended on 
the whole leg and inferior part of the thigh, as high as 
the upper end qf the comprefs, which was doubled back» 
and fecurod like the lower end. The limb was then 
placed on a piljow^ and difpofed in ilich a manner as 
^0 relax the pofterior mufcles. The pain of the wound 
MAidcd after die patient was bled twice, <and a diluting 
regimen obfcrved for fome days. As no circumftanci 
occurred to indicate the n«ccflity of reawving the 
dreJIingSy they were fuiFcred to remain oa till the ipth 
day, when a great part of the wound was found ci«- 
catrized. The lame dreffings were applied, nor removed 
till the a4th, when the parts were completely united. 
The patient began from this period to raifc and fup- 
port himfclf on crutches; he walked with great ea^ 
by the 36th, and would have been difmiffed the Hof- 
pital at this time, but was prevented by a fmall abfcels 
that formed in the heel, which detained him i^ dayj 
longer. 
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Observations 6n thi Divifion of the Tcndo AcHUis. 

The divifion of the tendo Achillis, by a cutting 
inftrumcnr, is by no means a rare occurrence : there 
arc many cafes to be found in French, Englifh^ and 
German, authors. The rupture of this tendon, by a 
violent effort, is even more frequent,* tliou^ it feems 
to have been unknown to the ancients, and even de- 
nied by many of the moderns. , This rupture is not, 
however, difficult to diftinguifti, as the tendon projcdfcs 
confidcrably under the Ikin, and can be felt nearly 
throughout its whole circumference. Tliis Iblution of 
continuity cannot efcape the rcfearches of Ae furgcon, 
though concealed from his view, for there is always a 
confiderable depreffion between the divided extremities, 
which is encreafed by bending the foot, and diminifhes, 
^nd in fad nearly difappcars, by extenfion. The patir 
ent is unable to fupport himfelf on his leg, though ca- 
pable of extending it by the adion of the tibialis, 
pofticus, and peroneus, mufcles, agreeably to Mr. P§- 
fit's remark. 

The ancients generally forpied unfavourable prog- 
noftics of wounds of the tendons: the greateft part 
ponccived them equally dangerous with wounds of the 
nerves, with which thefe parts were for a long time 
ppnfounded. Gui de Chauliae repeats, after the Greck§ 



f ^Icnro pi^ntions ilxtcen ear<?s. 
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and Arabs^ that injuries of tendinous parts produce the 
fame fymptoms as when the nervous parts are afifcftcd. 
Barbette obferves, when defcribing the confiderable 
tendon infcrted into the os calcis, (that is to fay, the 
tcndo Achillis,) that, when this part is wounded or 
fevcrely bruifed, convullions often fupervene, and even 
deadi itfclf. The opinion of La Motte is equally un- 
favourable ; for he remarks, that wounds, abfcefles, 
and indeed all accidents that afFcdk the tendo Achillis, 
are generally fo extremely dangerous, that a favourable 
termination cannot be expefted. 

Subfequent obfefvers have not formed the lame fe« 
rious prognoftics, nor have their patients experienced 
the inconveniences above-mentioned, but have been 
all cured with a fuccels proportioned to the means cm- 
ployed. From thefe circumftances, may we not juftly 
infer, that the treatment of the ancients was the prin* 
cipal fource of the accidents they dcfcribe ? 

Sutures, at this period in general ufe, in thefe forts 
of wounds, were the only means oppofed to the con- 
traSion of the mufcles ; for, the advantages refulting 
from an appropriate bandage, and a proper pofition^f 
the limb, were at that time unknown. If, to thefe ob- 
ftaclc§, w? add the abufe of repellents, plafters, and 
the application of fetty fubftances, we .have no reafon 
tobe furprifed, that a method, fo contrary to every ra- 
fional indication, fhouJd be followed with abfcefles, 
convulfions, gangrene, and even death itfelf. 

The future of tendons was a prafticc reprobated by 
Ambrofe Par6 as extremely dangerous, and became 
jn difufc for a ?pnficierable time ; it was revived again 

9,1 
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gt die end of the laft ccntniy, by Mr. Kemlfir/fuigcon^ 
at Paris, who, at that time, paflcd for the iiwencor. 

La Mocte employed the future in a cafe ^dicre the 
ficndo Acbillis was completely divided by a cutting in- 
firument, but its fucceil^ tenmnation was certainly 
not to be attributed u> the future, die eficd of wUch 
was rendered nug^ry, by the foot beii^ pieferved in 
an extended pofiuon, and a proper bandage employed. 
This pradinoner is himfclf aware <^ die danger at* 
Cendant on futures, unsuded by other means, as bandage, 
pofidon, &c. He treated a cafe of partial rupture qf 
this tendon by the appHcation of a drefling, which 
jtfcierved the extenfion of the foot. When mention«- 
jng fome cafes that he had {uccelsBilly treated, he re- 
commends incilion of the integuments, and foture in 
cafes of pardail nipture of the tendon. This author 
was, however, acquainted with Pcdt's mediod, and the 
cafe of the Sieur Cochoix, a &mous leaper, which ocr 
cafioned ib much converfadon, and produced fo many 
dilputes^ at the beginning of dus century.* He praifcs 

higWy 

• The cafe alluded to is thus related by Mr. Petite in hb Trear 
tife fur les 'Maladies des Os : 

*' The Sieur Cochoix, one of the moft aQive leapers in his troop, 
f* broke the two tendons of Achilles in a leap he took, with his feet 
." cLok, upon a table, three feet and a half high» without ipaking 
<* any external wonn4« This rupture fo h^ppened^ thap the mufcles 
'** of the G^f of the leg carried away on their fide the greateil part; 
*' of the t^ons, and the heels retained the reft. The part which 
^' remained at the right heel was above two inches long ; and that 
*« attached to the left but twdve or thirteen Uocs. The broken 
r eods were fu£ciently dillant tQ admit three finders in the fpac^ 
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the trcatife on the difeafes of the bones, where 
this method is defcribcd. 

La Motte, among the French, is one of the laft who. 
defended the praftice of futures in wounds of the tcn-^ 
dons. Since diis time, the different works of Pibrac^ 
La&ye, and Dionis, have fixed immutably the prafticc 
in this particular. 

Pare, who had occafion to treat a wound of the 
tcndo Achillis, employed no parricular drefling to keep 
up die cxtenfion of the footj for, probably, he was 
unacquainted with the neceffity. He alfo candidly ac- 
knowledges^ that the wound was a long time confo* 

, lidadng, and that, after cicatrizadon, it broke out afrejh 

' on the patient's walking. 

Pent was more fortunate, by remarking, that the 

I cxtenfion of the foot brought in contact the ends of 
the divided tendon, and confequendy he adopted the 
pkn of prcferving this, extenfion during the whole 

' treatment, by an appropriate dreffing, after the appli- 
pauon of a circular .comprefs on the wounded part. 
He retained the foot in a convenient pofidon, by a 
fccond comprefs, fecured by a bandage, under the fole 
of the foot, and along the pofterior part of the kg, 
from the toes as high up as die ham. The ends 
of diis bandage were turned back, .and fecured by 
pins^.and a few nwre turns <>f the roller. 

^' that was left between them.— I drefled this wound till a perfe^ 
" cure was obtained, and the cafe appealed to me, from its fingtt- 
•* larity, to merit the attention df the public.** 

I'or the particular treatment, ihc reader is referred 4o the orig^- 
!»l work. 

He 
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He begun rolling the bandage on the place where 
the wound was received 5 and, like the ancients, 
pafled many turns over this f^art ; it was then con- 
tinued down to the end of the foot ; then, by reverfing 
the bandage, was refleifted up'Wards as high as the 
ham, afterwards carried downwards again, and fccured 
to the ends of the comprefs. 

This dreffing was fimple and ingenious, though it ad- 
mitted of improvement. At this period, machines were 
much in vogue j and Petit himfelf, influenced by the 
prevailing taftc, fubflitutcd, for his bandage, his fe- 
mous flipper, a contrivance too much extolled by 
fojii* and too much decried by others : perhaps the 
only advantage it may poflcfs, fuperior to the bandage 
firft invented, is, that it keeps the kg bent on the 
thigh, and produces, by this means,, a relaxation of 
the gaflirocnemii mufcles, which could have been 
equally well cflfefted by fccuring the comprefs pofte* 
riorly, by a bandage pafled above the ham : this plan 
is preferable to the machine, as, by the regular com- 
prefljon it produces, relaxation and fwellings arc pre-' 
vented, the necelTaiy confcqucncc of a limb remain- 
ing in a ftatc of inaftivity, when methodical com- 
prefficn is omitted. We mufl:, however, admit that 
this bandage is fubjeft to the inconvenience of puftiing 
in the tendon, which, projeding more than the fur- 
rounding parts, is more comprefled by the application 
pf the circular bandage, and is apt to agglutinate wkh 
thcfe parts againfl: which it is preflfed, by which means 
the motility of the- tendon is loft -.but it is eafy to 

prevent 



( 59 > 

prevjent tWs pufhing-in of the tendon, by attending 
to the general rules that regard the application of 
bandages, which teach the ncceffity of placing linen, 
tow, &c. in deprefied and hollow parts, in fuch a 
manner as to bring them on a level with the projefting 
porrion. 

This was doubtlefs the obje6l that MefTrs. Gauthier 
and Duchanoy had in view when they propolcd filling 
up the vacuities, in the lateral parts of the tendon, by 
means of gradui^ted. comprcfics ;* which, by com- 
prelTuig the fides of the tendon, retained it backwards, 
and fliared, at the fame time, the preffurc of the 
bandage. 

Mr.. Duchanoy Jubftiaitcd a fimple fock for Pctit's 
flipper, to which there was a ribbon, intended to be 
fccured to the bandage at the inferior part of the 
thigli. 

The machine invented by the celebrated Monro, for 
Ms own ufe, is nearly the fame as Petit's,. but Icfs 
perfeft in its conftruflion ; for, inftead of mounting 
above the knee, to keep the thigh in a (late of flexion, 
« terminates at the upper part of the calf, where it k 
fccured by a kind of fpatterdafli. 
* Dr. Monro could not endure the preffure on liis 
toes, occafioned by the flipper, and was obliged to 
open it at its anterior part. Fielitz had' recourfe to 
the feme expedient to render this machine fupportable 
^ a patient whofe tcndo Achillis was almofl: totally di- 

♦ Vide, Journal de Med. vol. xlii. $c xliii*. 

vUcdi 
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vidcd by the Avhecl of a mill, which bent the toes {0 
much that they nearly touched the tibia.* 

Mbnro^ obliged to travel on horfeback before union 
was perfcfted, invented another machine, which he 
applied over the flocking he ordinarily wore. Bell 
has described this invention, as well as the flipper, iii 
his Syftem of Surgery, in which there is an engraving 
of the inftrumcnts, after Monro's defcription in the 
Edinburgh Medical Eflays. This machine confifls of 
aftalk, ftrait and inflexible, terminating at each fide 
by two plates of beaten iron, bent in fuch a direc- 
tion that one fliould embrace the middle part of the 
back of the foot, and the other the fore part of the 
leg, towards its mfcrior third portion. This infl:ru- 
ment was fecured to the leg and foot by two leather' 
ftraps, paflcd through two rings made in the iron 
plates. A third leather thong depended from the ftalk, 
which pafled in a ftirrup againfl: the anterior part of 
the flioe-heel, and retained poft:eriorly by a ribbon, 
which embraced the poflerior part of the heel. ^ The 
machine thus fecured prevented the flexion of the foot 
completely. 

Schneider fuccefsfuUy employed a fimilar plan, bu^ 
more fimple, in the cafe of a young girl, who 
had the tendo Achillis cut by the edge of a veflel.f 
This praftitioner, during the whole treatment, kept 
the foot in a ftate of extenfion by means of a ftrong 

* Fielitzen's Beobacktungen, &c. vide Bibl. Chir. ^U^tcF, 
Yol. viiL p. 520, 

•\ Vide Rk})«er, vol. viii. p. 729. 

fpliitf, 
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tended on the anterior part of t^tf 

.1 tlie toes up to the knee. 

...genious, and may be of great ufc in 

cafes, if, inftead of a fplint, a piece of 

vltitued, Gonftrufted of a pr<^r form, 

iiifide lined. This inftrument is not open 

/.•me objedion as a fplbt, which^ when in a 

•/iLgree flexible, cannot be weB adjuftcd to the 

; and, when too weak, will produce no eflFeft 

-itever. 

The inventors of the above-mentioned machines^ 
;nd many others, have, boafted much of their iucccls; 
but there are many pradicioiiers difpoied to think 
that they are not only ufelcfs^ but dangerous, and have 
even fupportcd this opinion by fafts, 

Hoin, furgeon of Dijon, mcndons fonac caies and 
experiments on this fubjcft,* Dupouy conceives that 
fituation alone will procure an union of the divided ten**' 
don without any other afliftance i it was the opinion, 
he obferves, of Pibrac, who informed him of many 
eaf« th^ had fucceded, by keeping the part in aftatc 
of reft, afiifted by the moft fimple attentions, while 
the. flipper of Petit, in his opinion, muft neccfiarily 
produce the moft lerious fymptoms, particularly in cafes 
complicated with a wound of the integuments. Mr» 
Di^xniy alio remarks, that Petit's flipper is always 
permcious, as it forces the tendons out of their (heaths^ 
and makes them ride over each other, a circuml^ance 

♦ Vide Journal de Med. Jan* 176^. p. 56 and foIl(Aving. 

* > which 
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.yrhich, certainly might occur, when a baridagc is riot 
applied to the divided part, 

Mr. Gauthier, with the fame view, has publifhed a 
number of cafes.* The firft was of a man. who had 
his tendon divided an inch from its attachment. The 
author placed the foot in a flight ftate of extenfibn, 
maintained the drelUngs by a fimple retentive bandage, 
and ordered a ftate of reft to be obfcrved, without en^ 
jpinwg arr/ conjirainedfqfitkn^ At the end of a month, 
the wound was cicatrized, and, at the expiration of fix 
weeks, he was able to walk. The fecond cafe is that 
of a man, who broke the tendo Achillis in leaping, and 
who was perfeftly cured, by a fimilar mode of treat- 
ment, at the end of 35 days. The fame man is the 
liibjedt of the third obfervation, for he had ruptured 
the tendon of the leg many years before, and his fiir- 
geon had employed Petit*s machine. The treatment 
was tedious, the articulation of the foot, remaned 
fwelled for a confiderable time, and attended with 
diiEculty in motion. . . 

The flipper of Monro, after having been as gene- 
rally employed in England as Petit's in France, iias 
met with the fame fate. Mr* Rodbard, of Ipfwich, 
furgeon, has fcen three patientSj, treated by cxtcnfion, 
preferved by means of Monro's machine j he remarks, 
that thele patients at firft experienced difiicidty and 
pain in walking, and that it was a long time before 
they could lower the heel fufficiendy to mount a few 
low fteps with fufficieut firmnefs; and, from conftant 

• Vide Journal de Med. vol. xlii. 1774. 

obfervation. 



, tliat all thofc who have bccit 
! have afeended and dcicended 

.fortunatibly experienced this acci- 
cribn J for, in attempting to leap over 
., he broke the tendo Achillis about 
-, above tlie heeh The apprehenfion of 
jixeafinefs, and the firm perfuafion thatth^ 
..ing fpace between the divided extremities of 
cndon would be filled up with ibme fpecies of" 
:cr, determined him to leave the cure to nature, 
lead of coilfinirtg hfmfelf to his bed* He conriniwi 
. le exercife of his profclfion, walked much during the 
tlay, and even mounted on horfeback, without taking 
any other precaution than not bending his foot* The 
tendon, however, united i and, five years afterwards, 
Mr. Rodbard, in a letter* to Dr. Simmons, writes, 
"Thkt he was capable of walking, running, afcending# 
^^ and deicending, without pain ; in a word^ that the 
^ fundkions of the afiefted limb were equally well per- 
* formed as the other, though it was much thinner than 
" in its natural ftate.*'*— This furgcon mentions the cafe 
of another patient; who had the fame accident, where 
the ferae treatment was employed, and attended ^ih 
equal fuccefs* 

Mf . Duchanoy, phyficlan iat Paris, relates th« Mf- 
toiy of a fuccefsflal cafe cured without bandage, by- 
Mr. M* A. Petit J but the luccefs to which he was a 
^'itncfs, Mr. Duchanoy ob(crves,is no afluranccagainfl| 

• Mcdicd Journal, voU viii. p. J04. 
V0L.BL E thf 
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the danger of (he plan : die patient may forget himiel^ 
and bend hb .foot i this may happen in his Oecp^ and 
prevent cicatrizadon s or it may be tom^ acircumftancc 
that has happened in many inftances. Mr. Duchanoy 
feems to think that Mr. Pedt's flipper is the only ma- 
chine that is a fecurity againft this accident. 

Mr. dc Vilde is of the fame opinion as Mr. Ducha- 
noy, andy as a proo^ relates the cafe of a man, who 
had a bandage^ infufiicient for the intendon, applied for 
a rupture of the tendo Achillis, though it was dialed 
in iiich a manner fo as to carry the foot a litde back- 
wards. This patient was obliged to wear crutches for 
a confidcrable dmCr Two years afterwards he was 
incapable of walkii^ two leagues J and, at the end of 
five years, he faid, that, from the weaknefs of the limb> 
he could not fupport hiiiiielf without the afliftance of 
a ftick. 

Mr. Louis proves the necelTity of a methodical treat- 
ment, by a cafe ffill more ftrikmg than thofe we have 
juft maintained, which is cxtrafted from a Thefis fuP 
taincd at Dantz>ck> in 1720. A man, 56 years of 
age, ruptured the tendo Achillis,. by leaping on the 
ftore from out of a boat. The foot fwelled immedi- 
ately. On the. 15th day, the inflammation was con- 
fidcrabk, and accompanied with a fmart degree of 
fever: the tumour buril in the vicinity of the tendon, 
and difcharged a lymphatic gelatinous liquor ^ the 
ulcer fpread faft, and expofed the two ends of the di- 
vided tendons: different abfceflcs were formed^ the 
bones became carious, and gangrene fupervenedj and, 
«t die exjwradon of 15 mondis, after a leries of un* 

fuccefyfid 
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liiccdsful n^atment^ the limb was affipotaCK^ and ito 
patient died the i ith day after the operatioiL 

It refults'from thefe fiifbj that the treatment of 
ruptures and divifions of the tendo AchiUis had iid^ 
denly attained a confiderable degree of perfedion^* 
when it degenerated by the mvention of the flipper: 
the treatment of this accident has (ince proceeded 
nearly in a retrogade dire£tion> and in time will be 
cdndu&ed in the fame manner as when improvements 
were firft fu^efted, viz. by die ufe of Petit's ban-' 
dage, which is certainly to be preferred €o every other 
method^ pardcularly with the corrcdions we have 
mendonedj and which have been found of praAical 
advantage. 



Qfe of a carious /IffeHitm cf fever al Cartilages of tbi 
RibSi cured by the Afflication of the ARual Cautery. 

|[By Mr. Thieriot.] 

MR. Thieriot was confuked by a gcndcman, 40 
years of age, for a fiftuJa between the left 
bitaft and the fternum, with which he had been 
affliftcd for two years. An itch "that had been re- 

« Di(battrs fa^U Traits des M^adiet d« Q|^ 

£ 2 pelkcl 
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pdkd ibfte ye«n before ieemed to be die remoce 
caufe of this coiQfdaint* The edg^ of this fiftulous 
Opening were c^oiis» and difcharged a red pundent 
janks: there was great difficulty of refpiration^ at- 
tended with a dry violent coug^^ which came on at m* 
tervak, accompanied with a fixed pain at die poflerior 
and left part of the breaft> and confiderabk difficulty 
IB the 0K>tidns of the trunk. 

Mr. Thieriot introduced a probe in the fiftulous 
Qpening^ and finding die cartilages of the iixth and 
feventh rib in a ftate of caries^ pafled it on to the 
Ibiirce of the fiftula, which was fituated between diele 
cardlages and the pleunu Though many itirgeons had 
formed ah un&vourable prognoftic of this cafe, Mn 
Tlucriot attempted its cure. For the Ipace of eight 
days, his belly was kept open by a bitter drink, with 
5J. offal. Glaub. taken every morning. After this 
period, the padent was ftiU more evacuated^ and, on rhc 
1 2th, Mr. Thieriot expofed, by a crucial incifion, the 
cartilage and edge of the ftemum, and, as there was a 
flight hemorrhage, dreficd it with lint. The next 
day the aftual cautery was applied to the expofed and 
carious parts, and was repeated four dmes in the 
courfe of the eight following days. At this period, 
the wound was covered with a confiderable quandty of 
fedd ftnies: the cough ceaied, the pstin in the back 
fubfided, and refpiiadon became freer. On the 31ft 
(}ay> Mr. Thi^iot diicovered a pouch at the bottom 
of the wound that retained die purulent matter, whicb 
he opened in the moft depen4<^t part. The cartilage 
of the feventh rib was fbimd oflifiod and carious, and, 
i four 
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ibur days afterwards, the a6hid cautery was employed, 
and repeated three times in the courle of the fix fol- 
lowing days. The utine was turbid and in confidera- 
t)le quantity. 

The 40th day, .after the laft appEcadon of the fire, 
fcveral fplintcrs detached thcmfelves fioflj ^. fixth 
rib, and fell ofi^ in a few days. Exfoliation from the 
fifth and fcventh ribs, as well as from the fternum, 
was not long in taking place, and the cartilages ibon 
appeared in their natural ftate, with this differcncp 
only, that they were Ids in fize. * *- 

At the end of three months, as the fiippurarion ftill 

; remained confiderabk, the wound- was dreflcd thrci 
times a day with doffils of Imt dipt in tind*. of aloesi 

k From this dme the fiippuration fenfibly diminifh^; 
and cicatrizadon was perfedly completed aftfer fojSP 
months treatment of the difeaie. ^ 

i It is necelfary to obfcrve, that, from the tjme 
of the appKcadon- of the aftoal cautciy ta the end of 
the core, the patient conftantly ufcd a bitter drink; 
with the addition of one dram of the powder oi 
hark. .\ . ; 
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Cafe of a Pijlol-fbot Wound in the Abdomen. 

J[By Mr. V3br gez, formerly Surgeon to the Hotel 

Dicu.] 

MR. -,ip-^ received a fliot from a piftol, in a duel, 
on the 13th June, 1790, at the diftancc of 
fj^e pacts fropi h)$ ^vetfary. The ball penetrated into 
the right ^ypocI>ondrium>.on a level and about four 
^qgfrs.diftaoce from tbe mnbilicus. The patient, who 
^as about :^4year3 of age, fpll of ibrength and courage, 
Cl^e£te4 every afiiitance to enable him to regain his 
carriage, which waited for him ^boq^ two hundred paces 
^p(n the p]a(:e of (:omb4(, • 

* pn his arrival home, a comprei3,dipt in warm wine, 
was applied to the part, and Mr. De^ult immediately 
'ifibntfor, Twohoprs clapfcd bpfqre this furgcon could 
attend : by tlus time he was extremely fatigued, fruit- 
ed every moment, and began to experience confidera- 
ble pain at the part. 

Mr. Default perceived a protuberance, formed by 
the ball, at the pofterior and lower part of the apo* 
neurofis of the latifiimus dorfi, and at the inferior edge 
of the f^rratus pofticus inferior: this was fituated im- 
fnediately under the integMments, An incifion was 
pade on the ball^ and iflimedia^ely e?^cra£tedt 

It 
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It was diti&d at firft^vithdiy lint; and^ between the 
edges of the pofterior wound^ lint was mterpofed 
to prevent their reunion. With refped to the anterior 
wound, the lame praftice was not obfcrvcd. 

The patient was bled immediately after he was 
dreflcd, and ordered to drink barley*water fweetened 
widi fimple oxymel. It was, at this time, about three 
in the afternoon. About eight, the pulfe became hard, 
the belly (welled and painful : the bleeding was repeat* 
ed, and the belly covered, widi a pouldce of crumb of 
bread and linfeed-meal, moiftened with aq. veg. 

The patient was uocafy, and fometimes abfent in his 
mind : a fpoonful of an anodyne po/don was ordered 
CO be exhibited every hour. Notwidifiaac&ig, he pafied 
a refUefs night : the puUe remained hani and finall. 

A third blecdmg was ordered the next morning r 
the padent derived fome eafe from this evacuauoni 
and the pulic became fofter, but without any diminu^ 
lion of the tenlion or pain m the abdomen. 

From the time of the accident he had no flool: two 
dyfters were adminiilered, which were not returned : 
two more were given the next day. After the fourth had 
been thrown up, he had an abundant evacuadon, which 
procured confiderable cafe. The fame means were 
condnued to be employed to keep open the belly. 
The dreflings were continued the lame. 

There was every rcafon to fuppofe that fomc por- 
tion of the bteftines had been injured; but a;s no feces 
had pai&d through the pofterior wound^ during the 
treatment, but only a confiderable quantity of ferofity, 
it was judged that the inteHmes had not been divided^ 

E 4 but 
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^ onlybrufled, by the ball. The anodyne portion 
9va6 continued all the iccond day, but at longer inters* 
vflk The patient became eafier, the beUy le& inflated^ 
and, in fad, all the fympto^s began to yield. Mr* 
D^faylt direfted the- ftridcft re^men' to be pbferved. 
The &me drink was con4nupd> and the fame dreflings 
pbferved. 

On the jd a^ 4th da^^^ nothing occqrred worthy of 
remark. The fuppuration of the pofterior woqnd be- 
gan to be eftabli^^ > inflammation took place rovmd 
the efchar, and the patient wa$ as well as hJB fituadon 
could poffibly admit. From, the ftb to the 9th no 
alteration whatever took place ; the beUy dimimfhe4 
infeniibly every day : the efchar was nearly detached 
.throughout its whole circumference : the pulfe became 
regular, but the patient was incapable of going to ftool 
vrithout the aflijQtance of clyfter3* 

On the 1 2th, the efchar feparated, and expofed a 
wound of a red healthy appjrarance k/ die pofterior 
wotind alio improved^ though the fuppmdon was 
ierous. 

Every rime dpit the patient attempted to move die 
light inferior extremity, it was attended with fueh exr 
^cniciating pain that he remained motionlefs, and wa$ 
.compelled to iflue the moft piercing cries : this con- 
tinued for three entire days without interruption. 

Tlie extremity was ordered to be rubbed with the 
Bmutm Trofiquille. From the day of its application, the 
fenfibility of the limb diminiflicd in a fmall degree : 
^s motions were more eafily performed. After the 
fccood fridion the naip was totally diflipatcd. There 

was^ 
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.e fymptom oecurrtdthat dttmodc^ 

period the ncnariifamem of die paQffBC had 

rncly light, havkg taken notUiag but |)rodit 

^\?nified a defire to eat> and was pcraiitced co 

fmall piece of chickeD^ which he ipoa after*- 

vomited up, without: coinplaioaQg of any pain in 

'lomach at the timt j nor wa^ there any previous 

jun to fufped: any difoirier of the pvimse viae. He 

is again reftritfted ^q the ujjb of broth, which, with a 

Imall quantity rf wiw,. wasi his only nouriflimcnt ; noc 

^vas it bpt by degrees that the ftopiach regained its 

power of retaiiung foSd food 

On die iS^ the woimd, formed t^ the emrance 

of tkc baD> was niearly» cicatrized; butj, at prefi;ntj t^ 

change was obfensed at the couneer^opeoing. The 

fuppurataoi> w^ plentifol and ierous. The •^padent 

i ma^mtd of pain^ ml a kiifc of weight in the part: 

the pu]^ was haid and* concentrated. Two days pre* 

vieus to ttis, the jpoul^e had been )eft off a|id die 

«^und dr^fled dry, 

On the jsvening of the 2 id, a hemonrh^e r^her 

«»fidefabl€ took placef nearjy two porringers of 

t^k blood was difch^iged of a deep colow, whic^ 

H to a pjnefumption thctt^ it was venous* By esi* 

{%iQg a (light degree of cofDjatSion it was ftopt. 

The fenfibility in the thigh, mentioned befbiv, 

^in recurred. The quantity of nourifhment waa 

Wl more dimirufliecJs and, in confequence of a 

&rrhcea, which fatigued the patient extremely, fome 

jpoonftils of rice*cream were prefcribed. 

' On 
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L On.iitt aidy a linen tent was mtrbc^ed into the 
pofterior wounds and the padent recommended to lay 
.on this part, with die view of fadlitadng the difcharge 
^f any blood or matter that might have collc&ed in 
..the abdominal cavity. There was no return of the 
hemorrhage : the fuppuraiion increafed; butj at the 
:€nd of fome days» improved in colour and thickneisj 
and became per&£Uy modorous. 

Oa the a6tb^ die anterior, wound was cicatrized 
From the ayth to the .35th diecy, no circiimftance oc* 
curred worthy of remark; die pain and tenfion had 
;fub(ided| \and die fenfibility of the thigh, was much 
diminilhed : the tent was withdrawn, and the wound 
^reflcd^wifli dry lint. The fuppuration retained the 
Xame quality,, and diminifhed in quantity tvtxY day. 

The patient was purged on the 4oih and 43d days: 
:thc day after the fccond purge he got upj but the firft 
jtime he. ai^tcmptcd to walk^ he felt a violent pam in 
:his groin, and was incapable even Of extending either 
jlte. leg: or tiii^j but, by liieans. of gradwl exercifc 
and the ufe of the warm bath, .the motion of the 
limb was foon reftpred. The patient <bon regained 
his health and ftrength: the wound begaui to heal; 
the exuberant granulations were touched every day 
lyith the lapis* infernalis. Cicatrization was completed, 
and the patient completely ciircd by the 66th.day: after 
^e accident. * 



Cafes 



( 73 ) 



Cafes tofrtrve that the Pulfation is an uncertain Sifft of 
the Exiftence of Aieurifm. 

[By Mr. Antoini Petit, Surgcon-ip-Chief cfcft 
of the Hotel Dieui at Lyons.] 



CASE I. 

ANN Vachbt, of Saint Maury, in Brcflc, was bora 
with a tumour on her chm, of the fize and Ihape 
of a finall (Irawberry, without pain, heat, or cUA 
colouration of the (km. As this tumour produced no 
yncafinefs.or inconvenience whatever, it excited little 
attention, particularly as it did not feem to increale 
with th^ growth of the child. For the firft fifteen 
ycaris there was but Uttlc alteration ^ but, about the 
mcnftrual period, it increafed fuddenly to double the 
fize, and became mor^ elpn^ted in its form: a quani- 
dty of pure red blood was obfcrved to ooze from its 
extremity. This flux became, ia fome meafure, pe- 
riodical^ and Ibmetimes was fufiicicndy abundant t^ 
produce an alarming degree of weaknels. Each pe-> 
riod of its return was preceded by a violent pain in 
the head and a numbnefs. 

Before and after the appearance of thefc fymptoms, 
jdicre Yiis no alteration in the fize of the tumours 

the 
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the only difFertnce to bt remarked ^as a finall en^ 
kurgement of the cutaneous veins^ with an increafe 
q£ he^t in the parti occafioning fome degree of 
ftclbg. 

The menies at length took place, but in fm^dl 
quantity and at irregular periods^ without influencing 
dbe quaodty of hbod difohai^d firom the. tumour off 
the frequency of jt$ nxivnn I i* c ' I 

The brealls were not enlarged till a late period, nor 
did the approach of puberty fcem to have its accuf- 
tomed influence q© thofe.glwds/ 

This young woman, who was ftrong and healthy, 
^^ iittained.her.24th year, whca fhc waa adpiittc4 into 
jthe Hotel Dieu, at Lyons, on the 4th of March, 17 91. 
At this period it was nqt a mere Cmple deformity, 
but.a real difeafe, which obliged her to. have recourfc 
to the aflrjfl:ance of art. 

In the jcourfe of three years it increafcd to three 
times its original fize. Its ihape now rcfemblejd a 
middHng-Jizcd pear, and adhered to the chin by its 
Jbafe. It remained nearly as indolent as before> but 
the feniation of heat was more lively arij conilant. 
An eyident pulfc was fek throughout its whole cx- 
jtent, piarti(culaily at its apex, which was Diining and 
of* a red colour, the only part that fcenaed in any 
Hegree altered. On examination, this puliation feem- 
"cd^ weaker^ and to come from^ a greater de^th as 
you approached the bafe of the tumour, where it en- 

arcly difappcared. 

The fo*bclaviah, carotid^ txtcrnal maxillary, and 
temporal, arteries had fyiFcrcd np alteration, cither 

ia 
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ifl their dianieters or cxtode of puUadon. No fiu£hai- 
tion -was felt in the tumour^ nor did it dbninifli in fmo 
by prr ffiirc ; foine little inequalities were felt uhder the. 
fldoi which xniglit have been taken for lympiiattic 



Although there was fome difficulty to believe it an 
aneurilm^iroin its fioaaoon^ where the veflclsarefnaall, 
yetj fipm the pidfiition which acconspaoied the m^. 
va&OTj and the blood which it difchaiged at different 
periods, the fufpidon was juftiBed^ that cither blood 
was effuicd in the interior part^ or that a confiderabic 
dilatadon had uk«n place of the veifels that fuppliod 
ic The figature was {mferred to the inftrument with 
the cutdng edge, for the extirpation of this tumour^ 
though the lower jaw would have afibrded a point of 
fu{^XHt iufikient for the iiiqppreflion of any hemorriiagc 
diat m^ht occur : the a^licauon of the ligatore was 
no dSatmcc againil tlus accident^ and, in cafe of he- 
jnorrhagCj its ft^preSon would have been fnore difii^ 
cult^ but, notwithftanding this, the ligature was ap-* 
plied lo days after her admiflioci into the hofpital^ 
though not very tightly drawn : the tumour became 
fwelled, painful, and tenfc. 

The curide rofe up \n veficks, which difchargcd a 
oonfiderabic quantity of feroiity. The pui&tions,. 
which at 6A Icemed to dilappear, were felt more for- 
dbly than be^M^ and became fatiguing to the patient* 
the ferous dtfcfaarge continued in tin: fame quantity'^ 
till the 4di day, when it begun to dbasinifii* The 
raght between the 4th and .5th day, alorr the ap;)lica* 
tiofl of the li^ture, a configurable hemorrhage took 

place 
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plac£ fix)m a frtiatl fifiure on th^ right and fapeiior 
part of the tumour^ ¥^hoie puUatoty z6tion was now 
&nSbly lefsj without any diminution in the bulk of the 
tumour. The blood ftopt of itfelff but, from the weak-^ 
ncis of the patient, it wasi neceflary ta fupport her 
with cofdiab. 

In the courfe of the 6th day, (he was tranquil : the 
tumour at this period afforded a more fhining appear-^ 
ance, and thofe points on the furfece where the veficlci 
had formed took On a white appearance, and began to 
jl^purate y the difcharge was at this dme ferous. On 
tlK 7th, an obfcure pul&tory motion was felt. The 
padent felt herfelf better ; her ftrength improved, the 
ligature that had been tighteiied at different times had 
divided the tumour at a confiderable degree of depth. 
On the nth day, as the ligature appeared to adhere 
only by a narrow pedicle, and the hemorrhage had 
not been renewed, it was feparated by the biftoury.* 
A few drops of blood only efcapcd. Simple dreflings 
were applied, and no particular circumltance occurred 
during the formation of the cicatrix, which was per^ 
fefted by the 19th of April, a6 days after the com- 
plete feparadon of the tumour, and 36 after the appii- 
cadon of the ligature. 

When the tumour was opened, it was found com- 
pofed of a white cellular fubflancc^ hard, and fimilat 
in texture to the fkin of a hog ; a number of blood* 
veffeb were .found diffufed through its furface; and, 
under the fkin that covered the tumourj- they were 
more numerous than natural. 

CASE 
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x: A s E n. 

MLedjcrCj 41 years of age^ and ofa.weakcoiHr 
• ftitution, had an operation. perfonncd. in the 
Hotel Dieu, at Paris, on the a6th of Fjcbruary, 1789, 
for a cancer in the kft breaft, large in fi^e^ $tnd ulr 
cerated throughout its whole extent The /wound 
iKakd completely^ and the patient left the.hoipit4 
on die 9th of the following May, with a fenfe of 

t languor, to which fhe had been accuftom^d before the 
operation. At the expiradpn of fix months, fhe ex-*. 

k perienced a dull fenfe of pain in the axilla of the fame 
fide. A tumour now appeared, above, and near die 
external angle of the cicatrix. The tun^iour was hard,; 

k sod without difcolouradon. It increafed in growth 
very flowly, and, on her admiffion into the hoipkal,^ 
in January, 1791, neither unduladon or pulfation were 

- felt in its fubflance. , . 

This patient, whofe complaint was viewed as a re-, 
newal of the cancerous . affedion, was deemed incu- 
^ky and fent to the hofpital of St. Louis. The. 
ii^ture of the tumour foon changed, the pains became. 
^c, it augmented m fize, and foon acquired the, 
Wgne& of a fifl : it became gradually fofter, and a 
ftiftuadon was now perfectly evident. The patient 
^as in this fituation when examined by Mr. Default, 
^ho> feeling no pulfadon,, but only a fenfe of xmdu- . 
1, made no hefitation in opening it. On t^ 

firft 
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firft ibok^ of the biftoury, inftead of pus, a quantity 
of coagula and fluid blood was difcharged, which con- 
tinued to flow titt a coxnpreflion was made on the 
axillary artciy. Mr. Default enlarged the external 
opening in the breaft and axilla^ and, after clearing 
$mf At coagula^ and relaxing, in a flight degree, 
the compreflion on the aidUary artery, wa^ liidsfied 
that the blood was diicharged fitom one of the thoracic 
trteikb* A ligature was pa£^ above and another 
Jbelow the divifion, which w^ fufficient to put a ftop 
|o the hemorrhage. The wound was drcflfcd with 
doffils of lint, ^rinkled with colophony : coarfe liW 
applied ovef the whole, and retained in its fituadon 
by means of a moderate tight bandage. 

The patient fupported the operadon widi courage, 
and wa3 fuffidendy well to ^be carried to the H6tel 
Dieu, where fte could be mojc immediately under 
the infpeftion of Mr. Default. ^ Two days after the 
operation, the fuperficiid lint was removed, and the 
Kft moiftcned with an emollient dccodtion* On the 
7th, the whole lint was removed, which came away as 
cafily as fuppuradon was eftabHlhed : the bottom wai 
cleaned by the irfc of an emollient injcdtioft. The pa- 
tient was direftedto take a dccoftlon 6f rice, fwceten- 
ed with firup of quinces, to check a confidcrable diar- 
rhcea» which fatigued her extremely, and with which 
Ihe had ever been afFefted, previous to the operation. 
The wound went on well : ihe was imprudent enoi?^ 
to i^ a good deal of exercife, and move the afFedted 
ann. Sometime afterwards there was an oozing of 
Wood, whieh was checked by doffils of lint, §>ri«Wcd 

•^ with 



trttii txkiphoitj. The «p|«ai^liee of £he Wbflh^ Mvf 
feemed to improve $ buc^ fodn dtcrwanisy there iva3 ^ 
confidcrable quantity of fiingi made their appearance 
on die anterior, fupeiriorj andpofterior, led^s^ which 
afforded a continual difcbarge of. blood* GomprefSon^ 
by means of bandage, wasemployedi and the Wound 
M drefled with dry lint and colof^ony. 

Each day there was a return of fmall hemorrhagesi 
whidi were pteportionably difficult to ftopi as' the 
blood was in a diflblved ftatc and came from the whole 
fur&ce of the wound : it was checked^ hdwcveri hi 
proper attentiom 

The patient grew more and more enfeebled, and was 
fflbrc incon^eniemred (hart evei" by the diarrhoea, 
^b had i^ver cMfed from the time of her a^^msflion 
ifito die hofpital. 

^e funk under i# Cdmpynt .^t da^s softer ihe 
operation > and^ from the quick putrd&iftteri that 
took i^e, &e bodjf was not cJtamincd. 

Mn Petit obfetvesj that the publicatioh of thefe 
tw^o cafes fcrVc to prove, that pjul&floh, one' of the 
prindpal pathognomonic lymptoms^ of aretttifnki' is 
equvotal and <undertaiaft4 

h die firf^ caley the tuiHour wais far(!6tnittrtiS) atid' 
^Qtdcd a poft&tory exp&nfivc niofiori, pctftftly fimi- 
•tf to that kiiid' of ptdferion that is feid to be a cha- 
^fiftie pro6f of thef cxiftehee of aneufilk. 

In the if^cotld eafes Ac tumotrr t^ really aneuiif^ 
feal^aftd afibrdiid^iio pi^ttion; arid die commemorative 
fympt6insi' lb for fr6m inducing a fiifpiclon that die 

Vo^. IK F tomouf 



tumour was f^^ncou9> only led to the idea 6('liB; 
befeg of a cancerous defcripdon. 



C^e of a Cun-Jhot U^ound through the Thigh. 
XBy Mr.XABisTior, Stirgcon to the H6tcl Dieu.J * 

JOSEPH Thevcnin, aa years of age, on the 14th 
of Julyj J 7 8 9, whilft affifting at the attack of the 
Baftilc, experienced a fenfe of confiderable ntimbneik; 
ia the right foot as he was crofflng the draw^^bridge. 
He ponccived that he was wounded i but, not percei- 
ving the woundi he fhook his leg with the view of* 
diffipadng what he iuppofed to be the cramp : he then 
took to his arrn8> pafibi the bridge, and joined the^ 
reft 9f the aflailants. About eight minutes, afterwards, * 
he felf his ftrength dunini(h,,and fuddenty his body. 
Was covered with a cold fweat: one of the French 
guards, who fought by his fide, to: whom he had 
cpmmunicated his fituadon, remarked diat his breeches 
were ftained with blood. He reured to,a wall, fitt. 
down, ;and wiapt a. handkerchief round los jd^i^. 

Though he had riot loft inuch hkxsd and was full 
of cwragc, he w^s .incapaWe of rifing. They todc 
hin^ to.^a neigMaiduring chx}£cb, nircged his.wamlds,. 

and 
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add theoce cc^eyed him on a litter to the Hotel 
Kcu. 

A ball had pafled diroiigh the thigh> in an oblique^ 
dircftion, from above downwards: its entrance was. 
obferved at the middle part of the thigh internally, 
and a fittle pofteriorly -, aad the woundy made by its 
external pafiage^ was (ituated on the inferior part and 
die outfide of the thigh. 

The wounds werciround, and did not perfcftly cor- 
rcfpond to the diameter of the ball. At this rime 
tliere was tonfion and fwelling of the furrounding 
parts. 

Mr. Default enlarged the wounds, ^om above 
dowawards, by an incifion of about half an inch ia 
length I then pafled a feton in the courfe of the ball i 
being fiift fatisfied of its dire£don> and convinced that 
it was unconnefted with the large veflek of the thigh> 
which were fituated a few lines more forward ; the 
Qnfices of ^e wounds were covered with foft lint^ and 
die thigh covered with an emollient cataplafm, mdiflen-. 
ed with aq. vcg. and covered with compre0es moiflen- 
ed in the iame fluid,, As there were no fymptoms o£ 
plcthom, vcmcfcdion was not ordered : he was only 
^pt on fhi£t: diet> with a relaxing drink, fwecteoed 
widi lirup of lemons. 

The edges of the wound, the next day, wpre a 
Btic fwclled, . and the tcnfion greater than in the pre- 
ying evening : there wa^ appearance of eccbymofis 
in difiercnt parts of the thig^. Thcfe fymptoms b- 
crcafcd, and, on the 3d day, there was confiderabte 
Iwincfc of the parts, contiguous to the wound, with 

Fa a fw^liiig 
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u fwcUing of ihc whdfe thijgh. -^ There was little 
fever. 

On the 4th, the fkin became hot and dry^ dbepidfc 
freqtient, hard, and raifcd; the mouth clammy and 
fiirrcd ; 5 j* of cream of tartar was ordered to each pint 
of drink, which produced t^'o copious ftools towards 
fhe evening. 

The following night he was quiet; and, the next 
day, there was litde remaining f?ver or heat on the 
(kin; the fwelling of the thigh had diminifhed at the 
lame time, and fuppurauon began to be eftablifhed* 
The life of the cream of tartar was perfiftcd in for a 
few daysi but in fmaller dofcs. 

On the 6th, the wounds fumifiied an abundant, 
ftippuration, of good quality and- without fincU : the 
quantity now daily diminifhed in proportion as- it im- 
proved in confiftence : the tenfion and (welling kept 
Continually decreafing all the 15^1 day, M^cn-diey had 
totally fubfidcd. Five days afterwards the fctoh was 
fuppreflfcd. 1 

On Ae 30th, the fuppuration had ceafed: the 
wounds, at this time, were rather pale in appearance, 
and required, as a ftimulusj to be flighdy touched 
with' the lapis infcrnalis. 

In two days the poultice was left olF, but the ufe of 
'the comprcffes, dipt in the aq. veg. min. were per- 
fiftcd in till cicatrization was completed The limb 
now admitted of a flight degree of motion, which^ 
till this period, could not be eflefted. 

The patient got up on the 36th day for the firft 

time, and was able 'to walk with the affiftance of 

• •• - ~ crutches. 
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cniKteSi wliich he kft ftiP in thice <!&)/«, and wa» 
capable of ^ppartkig ihitnfeK' on fab leg; ..He con-, 
tioudd tAM&z good deal of exercife for feme time ? 
and, when he Idtihe fao(^ttal 6n the i4^of September^ 
the; ufe flotd motbns of the Jimb were perfeAlf 
recovered. 



Ca/k§fa Canter tf tkt BeiAs cmed hy AmpukUm^ 
£Bf Mr. CoEWNi, Swgpon, at TorignL) 



I. 

MR, G ■■ . ■■ . Y 0^ Tongni, in Lower Normandy, 
75 years of age, at the beginning of the 
3Fear l^i^^ e3q)erieflccd a confidcrable itching at die 
end of his penis, to wfaiph fucceeded an excoriation, 

attended wkh extreme pain. Mr. G continued 

to mount ou.horieback as ufual> to fulfil the dudes of 
his profeffioiii but, from the fhaking necefTarily con- 
fcqucnt to thk excrcifir, great irritation was produced : 
confiderable fwelling fopcrvcncd and afFcfted tbe whole 
penis, which compelled him to remain at home in a 
ftatc of reft. He fomented the part immediately with 
brandy and water, which had no influence in checking 
tbcprpgrcAof thedifeafe; on the contrary, the glans, 

F 3 . after 
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after iwelUng extfemelf, tdcemted^ and (fiidiaiged a 
quantity of ichorous gi^een and extrcmdy fedd matter. 
The veins of this part ibon became varioousy the cor- 
pora cavemoia afiefted^ the pdn became in the higheft 
degree excruciating, and allowed no reft to the pa- 
tient. 

This man pafled four or five months in this ftate> 
without confuldng any profeflional men on the (iib- 
je£t I nor was it dll the difeafe had attained its utmoft 
virulence, that he furmounted the falfe fhame, which 
had hitherto prevented him from difcloling Hs true 
iituadon. He calkd b, fucceflivelyj a variety of 
different furgeohs, who recommended cfifierent means 
of cuie I but their effefbs did not anfwer the flattering 
hopes he had conceived, 

Mn Corigni was called in on the 1 2th of Auguft. 
In eonfijltation, on the appearance of the difeafe^ and 
after the rf cital of the fymptoms above-related, there 
was no difficulty in pfronouncin^ oh the charafter of 
the difeafe. 

Mr. Corigni propofbd amputadon of the penis, as 
the only means of cure j viewing every other method 
fLS ufekls, and attended with danger. Fomentations 
were ordered, compofcd of marfhmallows and elder- 
flower water, and a cooling regimen enjoined. Three 
days afterwards, the tongue was a little forrcd, which 
lymptom yas removed by a flight purge. 

The 1 8 th of Auguft, being fixed for the operation^ 
three furgeons, and a phyfician in ihe confidence of 
the family, were invited to be prefcnt. On their 
piceting in the patient's chamber, Mr. Corigni was 

furprifed 
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fucpri&d to kear die phyfician aiidti»>'of liieiurgeoi!^ 
propofe to make a fimple kidfion on the extreimtjr of 
the penis, which was hard, ^dfed, and p^dfid : with 
^ view of unloading the parts, ttnd obtain, perhaps, 
jtqr this means, the qire^ of the patient. This pn>po« 
fition, leis terrifjfing than the other to the patient and 
his rqladoDS, was adopted, in fpite of all Che repre^ 
&ntations.made b]^ his other colleague, to prove the 
ncceflky of amputation. They could not conceive that 
this indfion, inftead of alleviating the difeaie, which was 
certainly a caticer, could encreafe its violence, and 
might render ufekris, in the fequel, the (mly pofl8>k 
c^iftcion that coidd be propofed to prolong the life of 
this unfonunate patient. 

It was neceflary to yield to the opinion ' of the .ma^ 
jonty. Mh Congni defined the three pradticiQncn to 
traice the line he (hould follow, and the parfis they 
wiflied to be inciied.: this they did, and Mr. Corigni 
incifi^d (he part% agreeably to"^ their directions. The 
wound yf^$ drefled with fine lint, and covered with 
con^ref&s, which were, removed each time he had 
.oc(;sdr)on $0 urine: the ordinary fomentations: were 
continued. The next d^y the edges were hard, ex- 
tresnely paiofpl,: and turned back ; the penis was of a 
confidcrable fizc; its body became hard and fchirrus, 
and to fu^h a degree, that, in fix days, the difeafe had 
affedted tWQ inches m^re of die penis,, which might have 
been prefcrvcd by performing the operation Iboner. 

The rapid progrefs of the difeaf^ announcing the 
urgency of the operation in the firft inftance pro- 
po&cl» induced Mr. Corigni to inform the family 

F 4 again. 



^pv]14 be ^t \xv^^ qcm^i^ncfi. The two fur<? 
^A$ an4 the pliyO^i^ vpr$ ^m^ coofiUtedi die two 
pxmtT ?ttendc.d> whP .^^il ia tbc ncffcflit^ of uat 
^fcfring th^ op(rati9n ; it v^ prr&nx^d on the i$ik 
pf A^gufc in the Mpwing manner :,^Tfae paticijt w^ 
hrpi^t an^ fpppoytpd. bnthc cdgr of bis bed, ht« 
fhigh^ fcpawtqd. and fccurcd by two affiflanti, and hU 
|>ody fupportfd by a flfpng man, whcj placed hknfcif 
l^ehipdt Mr. Cprigni placed hiqsfelf oppofite the p«» 
(lent, and toojc i^old of the body of the penis widi the 
ie^ hand? andi widi ^ biftoury in his right, carried 
imd^r the penis i»rith the. e4gc ppw^^^ formed a ftmw 
lunar incifionfrom the fight to the lefi:^ («tith refpe& to 
the p^ht,) extending above three U^es above the di^ 
ieaftd pvtjt near to t^e fcfotum : th^ urethra and nearly 
^alf of tl|e corpora pavemoii^ were comprehended in 
.this fe6Uon i wd, by ce^^mg the^dge «f the biftoury, 
mid direiSbing it fr^ni ahoye downwards, the ^otal |ec« 
tioD of the penti w,^ completed^ The different arte^ 
ries yicrt fecured by ligatures, and a catheter of die 
elaftio gun^ jnqroduced into the b)adder> a^ pro-* 
pcrly fecured, to ^cilitate the paflfige of the urine ; 
the wound was dreflcd with fine lint, powdered with 
I colophony^ and eoTcred wi^h proper comprcffej^ fhc 
dreflings were fecured by a T^bandage fmd a fcapulary. 
A cooking diet w^ cnjpined \ h^ was eafy the fif^l day 
^ night fubfequent tq the operation ; the foQawing 
days and nights he continued much the famer.- On 
. the 4th, the lint was perfe£Uy detached by the fuppu- 
fKive prQ^e^ 9nd p(poie4 % wound of a red healdiy 
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appearance; The-drcffings were cbntmucd vAA dry 
lint, the edges were only drefled widi iKps of fine 
linen, dipt in ccfatej to prevent the adhefion of die 
Hnt. The firft eight days paffid without any accident: 
a fmall quantity of fojid food; fuch as poultry, frcth 
eggs, &?c, was permitted. 

The ftcond week paflcd the fame as the ftrft, Mr. 
Cwigni wiftied the padeht to have fomekind of art 
iffiie, but eouid not obtain his confent. This, how- 
ever, did not hinder the cicatrization of the wound, 
which certainly would have been completed in five 
weeks; but, a few days before the expiration of this 
tiinc, he had the imprudence to withdraw the catheter, 
without Mr. Corigni^s confent, who had Seen abfent 
for two days. The next day the external opening of 
the urcdira was cloied to fuch a degree, that the urine 
could (yily pafs drop by drop, apd vith confidef able 
pain. He pafled 48 hours in this ftate : Mn Corigm, 
on his arrival, made many fruidefe attempts to intro- 
duce the oatfoeter, h}X^ t;^ pmvented by i^e ienfibility 
of Ac parts, and the tightncfi of the paflage. Und^r 
thtfc ^ir^m^bnqcs, Mr. Corigni judged propyl; Xf> 
apply a fuiaJl piece of caifftic ftone, a|jd aitenyards cut 
off the dead parts as far as the urethra. The paflage 
Wng now free, a great quandty of urine was eva- 
cuated, wliich gave inftant eafc to the pattern. The 
catheter was again introduced into the bladder, and 
token out every four days to be cleaned, to prevent 
V^niiftationsi the patient wore it rill cicatrization was 
completed, which did not take place till the 68 th day 
*fer the opcradon^ when this patient recovered his 

heal* 
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health and ftreogtb^ 4Q4 folbired lus iifual coioic of 
]ifc> mrhich had bew inttnrupted.&r nK>rc ^han. eight 
months. A kind of iUver. fi^pnd WiSts mvented^ and 
adapted to the opening in the urethra^ .when he :wilked 
to evacuate his bladder : thb inftrumentj JGoipie in its 
conftruflionj ferved to direS: the urine^ and prevent 
his clothes being wet. Four years afcer the operation, 
he enjoyed, in every particular, fuch aperfcft flatc of 
heakh^. that no apprchenfion wai entextaincd d[ a ce- 
bpfc* 



Continuation of 4be Ahftrafi of lAx. Desault'S LeSures. 

Bifeafes of the Umaty Organs cMimedi . 

Retention of Urine produced 1^ an uilteration in the Na- 
tural Situation of the Vifccra of the Pelvis. 

THE difplacement of the vifcera, which firequend^ 
l^ves riie to retention of Orine, are retroverfion 
of the uterus, a prolaj^s of this vifcus, of die vagina, 
or d)e re£him«— -If we attend to the intimate connec- 
tion eadftit^ between the bladder, the uterus, and va- 
g^j we iball admit that thefe pans cannot be di(^ 

placed 
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^ed widiout dragg^ the bladder with It^ and thtt 
in this ftate of derangement, with whatever force it 
maf aft, it can never completely contraft on itCelf 
fufficient to effed the total expuUion of the urine : to 
this deficient a&ion of the bladder, is necei&rily added 
an increafed reiiftance on the part of the uredinu The 
beginning of this canal, drawn away with die bladder^ 
chains its natund dire&ion, which cannot take place 
ivithoiit the compxiefllon of its fides agamft each other; 
confequendy, producing more or leis obftrudd^n to 
the pa0age of the urine. It is thus that the os tmcx^ 
in the rctroverfion of the uterus, when carried above 
the pubis, draws with it the poftcrior part of the blad- 
der, which, from its continuity, diftcnds the beginning 
of the urethra, draws it upwards, increaies the cur- 
vatuie of this canal under the fymphifis pubis> againft 
which it is forcibly applied. In the prolapfus and in- 
verfion of the uterus, vagina, or redtum, the pqftc- 
rior part of the bladder, inilead of being carried up* 
ward and forward, is drawn downwards and back- 
vrards, and the natural curvature of the urethra is to- 
tally changed. So far from a copfiderable concavity 
cxifting under the pubis, as in the cafe of retroyerfion, 
the bladder prefcnts at this part a convex appearance i 
adifpofidonofparts, which ihould always be held in 
view in paiiiag the catheter, as it throws a 1]§^ oa 
the curvature and direftion, we ihould give. to the 
inftrument^ to £icilitate its; introdudion. 

It is always eafy to difcern and diftinguifh fymptoms 
of the (ame fpedcs, as when retention of uf ine is oc- 
(afioncd by difplacemcnt of the vifcera^ the reumoo 

of 
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ef figns, peculiar to each (Sfphcement, and, widi the 
common iymptDms of reccndony afliire the diagnoftic. 
if the retroveiiion of the utenis is the caufe of jd\e 
accident, by the introduftion of the finger in the 
Tag^na, we may feel, at die smtericM: of its cavity, a 
tnmour, formed by the colkftion ef the urine m the 
bladder. The os dncse is no loi^r in its natural fitua* 
tion» it is turned forward and above the tumour, Si^hiift 
the bottom of the uterus is dire£ted backwards i^ainft 
fte reftum and anterior part of the facrum. We caiv 
ftot ^ways reach as hig^ as the os tincse whmi th( R* 
tendon of urine is complete and the bladder confKieni* 
My diftended; under thcfe circumftances we ihpuld 
iiiipend our judgement on die pardcukr caufe of the 
complaint, until we have paifed the catheter to evacuate 
the urine ; and, bydiis means, be enabled to examine 
die ftace of the uterus i but, if inftead of finding the 
OS tincae high and forward, we fbould difcover it nearly 
or out of tlic orifice of the va^a, no doubt cpn be 
entertained, that the retendon i$ produced by a pro- 
Upfiis of the uterus : on the contrary, we fliall be 
convinced that it depends on an inverfion of that vifcus, 
when It comes on a Ihort time after ch}ld-bed> or after 
the paflage of a uterine polypus, &c, we fcej, in the 
Vagina, a femicircujar body, flightly painful, uneqval^ 
firm, furroundcd by a kind of collar, which fc^ms more 
or left to tighten it, and round which the finger may 
be paffcdf or when we perceive, out of the cavity of 
TJie- vagina, in cafes of complete inverfion* a large 
tumdur, rpunded at its inferior part, without any 
tranfverfc figure, red and' unequalj, with :finaU deep 

apertures. 



q)»tare$>. t!irbt)gh wUch At blood flows at thei 
itienilnni period. 

We alio know diat rctendon b cauied b^ iovcrfion 
of the vagina, by the appearance of die mmoiiri 
ibmednies elongated in the form o( a pudcfing^ and 
fooiedmes in the fhape of a collar, urregplar and 
folded in ics appearance, red, puckered, and pierced^ 
with a circular opening, through which die neck o^ 
the uterus might be fck, generally fituated lower 
than natural : it is known when the urine is retained by 
the inverlion of the rcftum, when the difficulty and- 
impoffibi^ty of voiding the urine does not come on 
dll a few hours after the inverfiOn takes place, and- 
when no other obftru&ion of the urinary paffiiges has 
precedei 

Thefe ipedes of retenuon rarely terminate fiitally, 
they generally fubfide by the. reduftion of the dif* 
^ placed vifcus, and die replacement of the bladder, 
and the commencement of the iffethra, uhle& the 
coats of die bladder have been much enfeebled by i 

die too- violent diftehfion of its fibnss: in this cafe we 
mufl: have r ecourfe to the remedies we have before 
pointed out. 

The rodu£l:ion of the vifcera is the firft bdicatioa- 
wc have to ftdfil. The redudion of the retrovcrted 
utems is often attended with great difficulty; we fuc- 
cccd,* however,, by deprcffing the ps tincac, by preffing. 
above die* pubisi with two fingers introduced into the 
vagina, i^hiift a prefiurc is made on the fundus* uteri 
wirfi ^he finger of the other hand introduced up the 
rc^um^ It/ IS' equajily difficult to retain the part in its- 

fituation 
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fituation when reduced. Someomes an ordinary peflarjr 
will eScSt it : a machine is, iiowcver, to be preferred 
that b compofed of an ivory handle^ four or five 
inches in length, fllghdy bent, terminaung. at die 
point in die fhape of an olive at one of its extremides, 
and the odicr fccurcd under the thigh by a T-ban- 
dage. This inftrument, introduced up the re(5hunj 
puihcs forwards the fundus of the uterus, and pre* 
vents its inverfion backwards. . 

With re(pea to the prolapfus of die uterus^ there 
is generally no great difficulty in the reduction ; but it 
is not the fame with the inverfion of this vifcus, par- 
dcidarly when complete; and, when it has exiftedfbr 
a confiderabk dme, the fize of the uterus, conicquent 
to the fweUing, becomes confiderable, and that, even to 
diis day, it has been regarded as an infurmountable 
obftacle to its rcduftion, 

Exdrpadon, by amputation or ligature, has been 
propofed, and has fomenmes been executed with 
fuccefs. But we, however, are iadsfied by experience^ 
that a methodical comprefiion is adequate to the 
difperfion of diefe fpecies of fwellingSi and though 
we have not a cafe in point to adduce^ yet,: reafoning 
fix>m analogy, we may fuppofe that this vifcus would 
regain its natural fize by thefe means, and that then 
the reduftion might be cfFcftcdi or, at leaft, that it" 
might be pufhed up into the vagina, and prevent thole 
confequences that would.be inevitable irooi the uterus 
being left out of the orifice of the vagina; 

In cafes of ptx)cidenda ani of long ftanding, coia-^ 
preffion has been ufed with fuccefi, when all other 

means 



iMns hwe fafled^ A &atn tent^ intfoduicefd ti^ 
the inteftine> diflipates the complaint^ and pivvems' 
a rclapfc. 

If die reduAion of die difplaced vifcera is not eafilf 
affcftcd, or the fupprellion of urine removed, and die 
fymptoms happen to be urgent and ferious, recourfe 
flioidd be had tp the catheten Frcqxicndy the redudtion 
is cafier after the evacuation of die urine : the cavity of 
Ac pelvis then being freer affords a more reacfy* en-- 
tiance to diep^ts that had been dilplacedi but, from 
the alteration in the direftion of the uiethra, .the intro- 
duftion of the catheter -is fometixnes attended widi 

, difficulty, and it is only by accommodadng the mftru- 
tncnt to the deviations from the natural curvature of 

> the canal, that it can be pafled into the bladder. 

For example, in the retrovcrfion of die uterus^ wC; 
fuccced better with a curved catheter, than thofe gene- • 

. r^y cftiployed, which are flrait. A" curved ca-?. 

" thcter ihould be cmfdoyed in cafes of prolapfus and 
imrcrfion of the uterus, &c. but with this difference, 
that in a cafe q£ retrovcrfion, we fhould turn the con- 
cave part of the iiiftnimenttowOTds: the pubfe, and, in 
a cafe of jnverfipn, we fliould diredt it towards the - 
wus: ibmerimes we can fiicdeed only by forming a 
fort of.hojing jmoriott in the urethrai and often, whca 
folid catheters will not anfwer, we fucceed by flexible' 
^^h as dicy ^apt themfclves better to the curvatures . 
of thccatBljL butif the vifcera cannot be reduced, 
w>r the cathctefrpaficd,i which ooght «> be a very rare^ 
occunencci »nd !*rc -fear that the* Madder will hatO:^ we 
Q^iift^vi: reQaiii&..topt«a£ti]re' as a laft reiburce, an' 
• ...; opcratioBi 
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ISJtte^mtfUrmdepaidm m Cmf¥^fim i^ ibi ^edt 

THE eaufcs tending to produce a tcfrfipiteffion 
oft the neck of the bkdderj or on the urethra^ 
liifficiehtly ftrong to obftruft the paffigis 6f thd iifine^ 
arc extremely numeronit we' fliafl divider them into 
thofe Aat affedt the uterus anS vagina m womerf, the 
ie£tum^ tKe perina^i^iHi. the ftrotum^ and the pienis in 
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i(itenti(tH caufed hy the Vr^ure iff the Vteria mdVagini 
m thi Neck (jf tBe Bladder and 6n the Urethra. 

^^^HERE 2iTc tw&> iJcHokIs in pregntac]?j when 
wommare particular}^ fiibjeffc to r^eettion ci 
vmcp which are the feurdi moi^ and' the Qxut of de-" 
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livery* To explain properly how this circiimftance 
occurs, we (hould recoiled^ that in the firft months 
after conception, the uterus remains cohcealcd in the 
pelvis, nor does it rife above this cavity till the fifth 
month, and fometimcs later; and that at this period, 
having progreffivcly increafed in fize and weighty it 
defcends lower down in the vagina, and compreffes 
like a wedge, pofteriorly, the reftum, and forwards 
the neck of the bladder and the urethra, which it 
preffes againft the fymphifis pubis, and fometimes to 
fuch a degree as to clofe the aperture of this canal 
and prevent the paffage of the urine. After this ex- 
plication of the alteration in fize and fituation of the 
utefus, the mechanifm of this fpecies of retention ap- 
pears fo limple, and in fad fo natural, that we might 
be induced to expeft it would occur frequently in' the 
fourth and fifth months of pregnancy, but the truth of 
this faft has not been verified in a very confiderable 
number of women who have been delivered in the 
Hotel Dieu, not one of whom have mentioned being 
troubled with this inconvenience. " * 

' jMr, Default, though he does not alTert that this 
tircutnftance cart ndver take place, is of opinion, that 
the progreffive alteration in fize and fituation of the 
uterus, will tend to proteft the neck of the bladder 
tnd the urethra fr6m the efFefts of compreffion. In 
iaft we know, that the alteration in the uterus begins 
to take place, firft in the fundus, then extends to its 
body, and that the neck preferves its fize and length 
even to the fixth month ; a period when the uterus^ 
too voluminous to be contained in the little pelvis. 
Vol. 11. . G rifes 
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rifes above the fuperior margin. As long "as this vifcus 
is contained in the cavity of the pelvis, being larger 
towards its fundus than towards the neck, it ought ra- 
ther to comprefs the ureters and the body oFthe blad- 
der than the neck of this vifcus and the urethra, as its 
lafgeft part is fituated above, unlefs we fuppbfc a 
complete defcent of the uterus. 

Although all authors, who have written on the 
fubjed of midwifery, have mentioned retention of 
urine as produced by the faftening in of the head of 
the child as a common occurrence, Mr. Default ob- 
ferves, that not a fingle inftance has occurred in fup- 
port of this fadl for the fpacc of eight to ten years in 
the Hotel Dieu, where, on an average, from fifteen to 
fixteen hundred have been delivered every year. 
jMr* Default does. not infer from this remark, that re- 
tention, produced from this caufe, has not in many 
inftances occurred, but at the fame time is of opinion, 
that it does not happen fo frequently as we have been 
taught to believe. Women, it is true> when the head 
remains long in the paflage, have frequent defires to 
make water, which are apt to impofe on inattentive 
pradlitioners who are difpofed to attribute this cir-r 
cumflanceto this vifcus being .diflehded with urine, 
without refleding that irritability can produce equally 
tlie fame efFed. When we refled on the difpofition 
of the head of the child wedged in the fmall pelvis^ 
and confider at the fame time its relative connedion 
with, the bladder, it appears that the body of this vif- 
cus and the ureters are more expofed to compreffion 
than the urethra and the neck of the bladder ; and it 
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Is iuficidntiy probable, that the urine, fo far from col- 
leftingln this pouch, ciannot defcend intaits cavity, 
and that they are retained in the ureters : this conjec- 
ture is more probable, as retention of urine 4s more 
frequently the concomitant fymptbm of the faftcning 
in of the head of the child, than fubfequent to this 
circumftance, and this fymptom then happens not 
from the refiftancc of the canal but from weiiknefs of 
the bladder, contufcd by the head of the infant ; a 
contufion which terminates fottietimes by gangrenous 
cfchars at the bottom of this vifcus and at the corre- 
fpondmg portion of the vagina, and often occafions 
urinary fiftulae, always difficult and fometimes impof- 
fiblctocure. 

If a retention of urine fliould occur at either of 
thcfe periods of pregnancy, we may inform ourfelves 
of the ftare and fituation of the uterus and the head of 
the child, by means of the touch, and we may learn 
from the patient if. Ihe has had any previous obftruc- 
ticn to her urine, or if there is any other exiftingcaufe 
that may prevent its evacuation. Frequent defircs to 
make water, and defeft of fecretioh of the urine, are 
in this cafe only equivocal figns of retention ; for, as 
we have before dbferved, irritation of the bladder may 
produce the one, and the other may depend on com- 
preffion of the ureters ; if the retention was occafioned 
by the fuppofed preffure exercifcd by the uterus on 
the neck of the bladder, and on the urethra, towards 
the fourth month of pregnancy we could have no 
ground to fuppofe that this inconvenience would 
fubfidc without a relapfe, until the uterus, in confc- 
G 2 quence 
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quence of its enlargement, ,had incireafcd to fucli a 
fize, as to rife above the cavity of the pelvis, and cpn^ 
fequently would be incapable of defcending again. 
During this enlargement of the uterus, the evacuation 
of the urine is attempted to be procured by feparating 
the collum uteri from the bladder and urethra, by in* 
troducing the finger upwards, behind, and a little on 
the fide of the fymphifis pubis ; and if thefe means 
do not fucceed, recourfe is had to. the catheter; if 
the retention fliould arife from the .head of the child 
being wedged in, the delivery has been recom- 
mended to be finiftied, either by altering the pofition 
of tlie head, or by drawing it away with the forceps, 
or even with the crotchet, if we are firft aflured of 
the death of the child : but before tins operation is 
undertaken, the urine Ihould be eva^cuated with the 
catheter. Levret propofed catheters of a particular 
conftruftion in thefe cafes : he employed one in imi- 
tation of Mr. J. L, Petit*s; which, infl:ead of being 
pierced with two eyes at the fides of the beak, had a 
circular opening at its e^Ctremity fhiit by a button fup- 
ported by a ftilet. This alteration was to avoid ttxc 
inconveniences of lacerating the urethra, ah accident 
fometimes occafioned by the eyes of the catheters 
generally employed ; (fee in vjolume the firfi an eafy 
method of obviating ibis difficulty.) In cafes of pro- 
tapfus, or inveriion of the uterus, the fame author re- 
commends flat catheters inftead of the' round ones in 
general ufe ; and indeed it appears, on the firft view, 
more probable that thefe catheters can be ufed with more 
advantage when tlie urethra itfelf is flattened,, but it is 

in 
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in faft only a fpecious fuperiority, which is contra- 
difted by experience. We learn, from daily praftice, 
that in thefe fpecies of obftruftion, we fucceed better 
by turning the catheter when pafling it than by pufli- 
ing it direftly forward. This motion cannx)t poffibly 
be performed with a flat catheter : if they fay that an 
advantage will refiilt, from the diameter of the bore 
being lefs than the cylindrical catheters, and that 
confequently they will pafs cafier, they (hould recol- 
left that a cylindrical one may be chofe of a fmaller 
diameter ; but even admitting that thefe founds pof- 
fefs the advantages fuppofed, in our opinion they are 
ufelcfs ; for by comparing the width of the arch of 
the pubis, with the fize of the gravid uterus, or the 
head of a full fized foetus, it appears next to an im- 
poffibility that the canal of the urethra (hould be 
comprefTed to fuch a degree as not to admit the paf- 
fageof an ordinary catheter. It is not ortly in a ftate 
of pregnancy, and at the time of delivery, that reten- 
tion of the urine is produced by the diftenfion of the 
uterus and vagina ; the fame* fymptom will always 
take place from any extraneous body containeji in 
thefe cavities, of fufficient magnitude to diftend them. 
The fame effed: may arife from a confiderable fwel- 
ling of thefe parts, fufficient to prevent them being 
contained in the cavity of the pelvis; and thus com- 
preffing the neck of the bladder, and checking the 
progrefs of the urine. Retention may alfo depend on 
tumefaftion of the uterus from a mole, a polypus, or 
an effufion of blood or water in its cavity. It may 
alfo be produced from an inflammatory fwelling, a 
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iTchirrus or cancerous afie£tion of this vifcus, or from 
diftenlion of the vagina by the menftnial blood, by a 
peffary. linen tents, or any other extraneous body in-» 
troduced into its cavity. We ftiall not here enter 
into a detail of the particular fymptoms of thefc va- 
rious fpecies of retention, or of their caufes : they are 
only fymptomatic ; and the prognoftic is propor^ 
tionably dangerous to the difeafe which originally pro- 
duced them. The retention, independently confi-r 
dered as a fymptom, is unattended with danger; for 
the water can be evacuated by an operation generally 
eafy to perform ; and even the introdu6tion of the 
catheter is riot alwjiys ncceflary, for fometimes the 
contradile force qf the bladder is not loft, and the 
original caufe qf retention will admit of being rc-^ 
jnoyed : for example, when the urine is obftrudted 
by the compreflion of a peflary, a tent^ a coUedtion 
of blood in the vagina, &jC. the extraction or eva- 
cuation of tbefe exf raneous bodies removes the pref- 
fure on the urethra, when the icontraftion is fufEcient 
for the evacuation of the urine ; but there are alfo 
CS.fes where art cannot remove the caufe of the reten- 
tion, and relief can only be hoped from the efforts of 
nature, as in the expulfion of a mole, a polypus, &€• 
which is entirely an exertion of n;iture ; and as her 
operations are often gradual and flow, we are obliged 
to ufe the catheter till her endeavours are perfeifted. 
Sometimes the united efforts of art and nature arc in- 
adequate to the removal of the caufe, as when the ute- 
rus or vagina are affedled with carcinoma or fcbirrus : 
in thefe deplorable cafes, our only rcfource is the. car 
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thetcr, the introduftion of which becomes often ufc- 
lefs, from the progrcfs of the complaint ; for incon- 
tinence often fucceeds to retention, which is occa- 
fioned by ulceration of the vagina and inferior part of 
the bladder, producing a communication, by which 
means the urine continually pafles through the cavity 
of the vagina : the mixture of this fluid with the 
cancerous matter, renders the difcharge fo ex- 
tremely fetid and acrid, that no lituation can be con- 
ceived more truly diftrefling than thofe unfortunate 
women afflifted with this cruel difeafe. 



Retention of Urine occajioned hy the Prejfure 'of the Rec- 
i turn on the Neck of the Bladder and the Beginning of 
the Urethra. 



THIS fort of retention is extremely analogous 
with the one we have juft defcribed : the only 
diftinftion is, that in the one the compreflion is exer- 
cifed by the uterus or vagina, and in the other by the 
reftum. The caufes are alfo nearly the fame; for 
the re6tum, like the uterus and vagina, may be dif- 
tcnded with wind, fungi, blood, by tents made of 
linen, or lint. ,This inteftine is alfo fubjeft to en- 
largement from inflammation, fchirrus or carcinoma, 
or from the formation of matter between its cbats, 

G 4 and 



( loi ) 

Oind in the vicinity of the anus. This gut is likewife 
fubjeft to diftenfion from hemorrhoidal, tumors, in* 
durated foeces, &c, and in thefe different dates will 
prefs on the neck of the bladder and the canal of the 
urethra. We form our diagnoftic of this retention 
from the ftate of the redum, from the fymptoms 
which ufually accompany the difeafed derations juft 
treated of, and from the freedom of the urethra and 
the abfencc of the other caufes of retention. The 
prognoftic of this fpecies of which we are immediately 
treating is effentially connedcd with that difeafe of 
the reftum that originally produced the complaint ; 
and the radical cure of the one, is neceflary for the 
fuccefsful termination of the other. The indication 
is to deftroy, if poffible, the caufe of the retention, if 
. it can be conveniently efFefted ; but if this proceed- 
ing is attended with danger, and the difeafe will ad-.* 
mit of no alleviation from art, we muft content our- 
felves with the introduftion of the catheter ; for ex^ 
^mple, if the retention fliould be occafioned by a 
CoUedlion of blood, or fceces, in the reftum, we need 
not hefitate to extraft them j but if the urine (hould 
be retained by tents, introduced up the inteftine, 
with the view of flopping a hemorrhage, they could 
not, with fafety to the patient, be extracted. la 
cafes of fchirrus or carcinomatous affedlions of this 
gut, th^ ufe of the catheter is preferable and even 
nec^ffary, and its introduftion is rarely attended with 
difficulty. 

In thefe cafes it is preferable to pafs this inftrument 
every time the patient has occafion to urine, than to 
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leave it in the bladder ; for in this cafe the addition^) 
prefllire eji:er€ifed on the urethra, is apt to excite in- 
flammation and iloughing* The different difeafed 
affedions of the re£lum are to be treated by reme* 
dies approprisLte to the particular nature of the com* 
plaii»t» 



Retention dependant on CompreffionoftheUrethrayly 
Jutnors in Perin^o^ in the Scrotum^ or on the Perns. 

A TUMOR, however fmall, cannot exift in 
either of the above fituations, without exercifing 
a greater or a lefs degree of prefTure on the canal of 
the urethra. Whether it is a fimple fwelling, or pro- 
duced by the extravafation of fome fluid, or by the 
prefence of fome extraneous body, the efFeft is the 
fame : for retention has been known to arife from 
fwelling, efFufion, ftones in perinaeo, &c : it his been 
alfo produced by farcocele, hydrocele, by large her- 
nia^ and by an aneurifm in the cavernous bodies of 
the penis, by a ligature on the penis, &c. When we 
have removed the caufe of the retention, we fliould 
evacuate the urine by the catheter. Thofe made df 
elaftic gum, are to be preferred to thofe made of fil* 
ver, as they pafs with more eafe, accommodating 
themfclves more readily to the curvature of the ufe- 
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thra. Thofe of a middling fize (hould be chofen^ 
armed with their ftilet, and introduced till they arc 
(lopped in the canal; the ftilet (hould then be re- 
traded about an inch, to leave at liberty the beak of 
the catheter, that it may better adapt itfelf to the cur- 
vature of the urethra : the catheter may be then 
pafied on, taking care that the ftilet is not pulhed 
quite to its extremity. By this cautious mode of 
procedure, we arc always enabled to introduce it into 
the bladder 



PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY. 



Cafe of a conftderable Contrailion of the Aorta Afcen^ 
dens, dijiiled at the Hotel Dieu at Paris. 

[By Mr. Paris.] 

MR. Paris obferves, that among a confiderable 
number of fubjed^s that he injefted for the 
purpofeof diffeSion in the courTc of the winter of the 
year 1789, fome appearances offered themfelves, in 
the body of a very thin woman, about fifty years of 
age, worthy of record, from their Angularity, and 
ihc advantages that the healing art may derive from 
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dteir difclofure. This fubjed was iojeded with M 
compofition made of equal parts of refin and (uet^ 
coloured with lamp black* The pipe was fixed at 
the origin of the aorta; and the injection pafled 
with (uch eafe^ that much more mi^t have beea 
thrown in than is ufually employed for adults. As 
the fubjeft was very thin^ the trunks and branches of 
the dioracic arteries were feen, on the fides of the 
cheft, without any previous difledtion; thefe vefieb 
were larger and more tortuous than natural ; a difpo* 
fition which induced Mr. Paris to profecute thediflec** 
tioq with particular attention. He found that part of 

) the aorta which follows its curvature, and which was 
fituated between the arterial ligament (the remains of 
thecanalisarteriofus)andthe firft inferior intercoflal^ in 
fuchaftateof contraftion as to be reduced to the diame^ 
ter of a writing pen ; and deducting the thicknefs of its 
coats, the aftual cavity of the veffel was extremeljT 

1 ftnaU; that part of the artery, which was fituated 
above the contradled part, was fcarcely dilated ; and 
that portion, iituated below, prefcrved its ordinary 
diameter. The moft careful and attentive difledioa 
did not tend in the leaft to explain the caufe of this 
difeafed alteration in the veffel. There wa? nothing 
particular to be remarked in the carotids or their 
branches ; hut the arteria innominata, as well as the 
fiibclavian, were augmented one third in diameter, 
the left fubclavian was increafed in fize more than one 
half, and the branches of the two fubclavians had in- 
creafed in proportion, and formed a zig-zag kind of 
(Tourfe I the internal mammary arteries were one fixth 
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of an inch in 4iameter, and the fuperior diaphragm 
matic one eighth of an inch ; this laft was tortuous in 
its direftion ; the tranfverfe corvical arteries were in* 
creafed to double their fize, and alL their pofterior 
branches pafled for a confiderable way, in a {^rpen* 
tine diredlion, before they anaftomofed with the pof- 
terior branches of the tntercoftals : the intercoftals 
which arife from the fubclavians were one fixth of an 
inch in diameter. The thoracics, the fcapulary, and 
the other principal branches which are given oOF by 
the axillary to be difhibuted either totally or pdr^ 
tially on the bread, were increafed to double their 
natural magnitude* The firfl and fecond intercoftals; 
which arife from the thoracic portion of the aorta 
above the contracted portion^ were three lines in dia- 
meter ; the reft, as they defcended, diminiflied infen- 
fibly in fize till the laft, which were nearly of their 
natural diameter; the anterior branches of thefe ar* 
teries were a little enlarged ; but the pofterior ones 
were fomuch augmented in fize^and were diftributed 
in fuch a clofe zig-zag manner^ that they refembled 
beads placed on one another ; their anaftomofes, with 
the tranfverfe cervicals, were confiderable and very 
apparent. The branches given off by the aorta de- 
fcendens afforded nothing remarkable except the in- 
ferior diaphragmatic, which was larger than natural ; 
and its anaftomofes with the fuperior diaphragmatic 
more confiderable. The epigaftric was alfo circum- 
ftanced in the fame manner, and was of the famefize 
as the internal mammary, with which it freely anafto^ 
mofcd. After the panicidar dcfcription of the vef-* 
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fels wc have juft dcfcribcd, it is evident that the cir- 
culation in this woman muft have been carried on in 
an extraordinary manner : inftead of following the 
diredtion of the. trunk of the aorta, the blood cir- 
culated through the branches which originated above 
the contraded portion, that is to fay, from thofe fur- 
iii(hed by the ifubclaviaa and axillary, into the 
branches originating below the contraftion, fuch as 
the intercofte^ls^ the inferior diaphragmatics, and the 
cpigaftrics^ by.tpeans of numerous anaftomofes ,exift- 
ing between thefe arteries, on the cheft, and on the an- 
terior part3 of the abdomen.— -Mr« Default has pre* 
ferved. this anatomical preparation in his miifeum. 



Cafe of Commotion of ihe Brainy cured by the Applica- 
tion of a Blifier to the Head^ 



[By M. Naudot, D.M. Phyfician to the Hotel 
Dieu of Provins, 



MARECHAL, eight months and a fortnight 
advanced in her pregnancy, was thrown down 
by a fpirited horfe, and received a violent contufioh 
from a kick on the right orbital ridge. This hap« 
pened on July 2^ 1789. There was confiderable 
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eecyrriofis, particularly on the parietal boiie, Afrhicfe 
appeared to have received the principal fhock, from 
the excoriation and confiderable fwelling that fuper* 
vened on the parr* On the arrival of Dr. Naudot^ 
1 6 hours after the accident, (he was fenfelefs and co* 
matous, which ccafed only when compreflion was 
made on the excoriated part. At this tiihe (be mut- 
tered a few incoherent words ; the eyes were fixed ; 
the pupils dilated, and perfedtly infen(ible to the light ; 
the pulfe was concentrated, but equal. The patient 
rejefted by vomiting immediately after the accident 
every fpecies of aliment that (he had fwallowed. 
. This woman had been bled twice at the arm, and fe* 
veral clyfters thrown up, which had produced the 
delired efFeft. From the urgency of tins fymptoms. 
Dr. Naudot was induced to order two copious bleed- 
ings from the jugular vein, from which the patient 
derived no advantage whatever. The next day a 
ftrong blifter was ordered to be applied, over the 
whole fcalp, which was previoufly (haved. Ail hour 
- afterwards, (he was attacked with labour, pains, and 
. delivered of a fine boy. The ftate of the mother re* 
mained the fame till the blifter began to aft : its good 
cfFefts were fo immediate, that the comatous fymp- 
toms were foon dimini(hed. The firft 24 hours, the 
furgeon who attended was careful to keep up an abun- 
dant. fuppuration; and the patient recovered by de- 
grees> and in a little time the ufe of her faculties. At 
the end of 8 days, (he employed herfelf in her ordi- 
nary occupations, and even went out of the houfe. 
At this period there remained fome difficulty in her 
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'^d to the conftant aftlon of the 

vould not admit of the conti- 

is fo long as Dr. Naudot wUhed ; 

ioyment in the country, (he was 

.ed to the heat of the fun. The 

I her delivery were in every particular 

^ .irgative was exhibited after the fuppu- 

.0 blifter had ceafed, which terminated the 

patient, the fubjed of this cafe, came fire 
'.es twenty eight days after the accident to return 
;nks to Dr. Naudot for his care and attention. 



Cafe of an Aneurifm of the Femoral Artery, confequent 
to a Gun-Jhot Wound. 



[By Mr'. Manoury, Surgeon to the Hotel Dicu.] 

NICOLAS Fourcroy, a gardener, twenty-eight 
years of age, received a (hot from a fufee 
loaded with bullets and large (hot, which went oS 
by accident, at the moment Fourcroy turned round. 
He was fituated at the time he received the (hock 
lower than the perfon who held the gun. The balls 
(offed through the left thigb^ cowards the middle and 
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iafcricM* part. Stunned with the noife^ he at firft did 
not perceive that he was wounded ; l>ut remarking 
ibme drops of blood on his wife^ he wi(hed to ap-^ 
proachher. He inftantly fdt an acute pain in his 
thigh^ cried out that it was broke, and fell down* 
He was taken home^ and the furgeon of the place 
fent for^ who did not arrive for three hours after the 
accident. On examination, he found on the outfide 
and towards the middle, and a little to the inferioir 
part of the thigh, thr^ openings, of the diameter of 
a writing pen : they were occafioned by three balls, 
two of which had pafied out on the iniide of the 
thigh; the third, which had formed the external 
opening, had not been impelled with force fufficient 
to pierce the integuments of the infide of the thigh, 
under which it was felt by the finger. Thefe diflfer- 
ent openings were fituated above each other about an 
inch diflance ; the external was a little higher, and 
fituated more forward than the internal. Mr. Ma- 
noiiry obferves, that if he might judge of the direc- 
tion of the balls by their relative fituation, he (hould 
fuppofe that it had pafied inferiorly through the 
fkin, the fafcia lata, the vaflus externus mufcle, and 
the ftiort portion of the biceps femoris ; and that it 
took its courfe by the inferior and pofterior part of 
the femur, between the bone and the beginning of 
the popliteal veflTels, and that it had divided the femi- 
membranofus, the inferior part of the third addudor, 
the gracilis internus, and the fkin. Mr. Manoury 
fuppofes that the ball which had formed the middle 
hole had pafled between the anterior reftus and femo- 
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ralis, had |Jierced the fartorius, and had left behind it 
the femoral veffels; and that the ball which produced 
the fuperior hole had divided the fafcia lata and the 
femoralis mufcle, and had croffed the veflels of the 
thigh, and afterwards became burled under the inte- 
guments, where it was diftinftly felt. Mr. Manoury 
conceives that the laft ball, either by dividing or vio* 
lently contufing the artery, had produced gangrene 
nnd other confecutive fymptoms, which are about to 
be related in the order they occurred. 

The patient had little hemorrhage in the firft in- 
ftance ; and on the arrival of the furgeon it had totally 
ceafed. Ori examination, he remarked only one iec- 
cymofis> about the fize of the palm of the hand, that 
furrounded the ball fituated under the fkin. The 
wounds were drefled with doffils of lint, and a circu- 
lar bandage applied moderately tight over the whole. 
The next morning, as the dreffings and (beet were 
a little tinged with blood, the bandage was drawa 
fomewhat tighter; no more blood was difcharged; 
no fwelling either of the leg or thigh fupervened, both 
of which retained their natural heat. On the fifth 
day the wounds began to fuppurate.. The ball, 
which had been fituated under the integuments, had 
now pierced the fkin ; its difcharge was accompanied 
with a quantity of coagulated blood. Injeftions of 
barley water and honey were employed to facilitate 
the difcharge of thefe coagula, and to deterge the 
wound. They were continued for eight days. The 
wounds foon cicatrized, and in five weeks the patient 
was in appearance perfedly curtd. The thigh and the 
Vol, II. H leg 
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leg were nearly in their natural ftatc. The patient 
was not fenfible of cither weakncfs or pain. A fmall 
tumour remained, fituated between the two fuperior 
wounds, at the internal and anterior part of the thigh ; 
the patient conceived it was a fmall gland, and that it 
would difappear of itfelf: he walked out, and was 
able to go to mafs on the 15th of May, fix weeks afv 
ter the accident. 

The tumor, in which no pulfation had been hi- 
therto remarked, increafed in iize, and pulfation now 
became evident : it was unattended with pain, and 
without any difcoloration of the fkin. Towards the 
end of May it had increafed to the fize of a hen's egg, 
and the pulfations were fo ftrong that they raifed the 
bed cloaths. The patient often experienced a dart- 
ing fenfation in the wounded thigh ; he was in pain, 
and incapable of walking, and was obliged to take to 
his bed. In the courfe of eight days, the tumor aug- 
mented confiderably in fize,* the force of the pulfa- 
tory motion decreafed in proportion to the augmenta- 
tion in the fize of the tumor, and foon became infen-* 
fible. The tumor, in a fmall fpace of time, acquired 
a confiderable bulk, and the fwelling extended to th^ 
knee, leg, and foot. The furgeon, who at firft had 
applied a plaifter to the part, now employed a poul- 
tice madeof forrel,lilIy root, and leeks^ with a littlf 

* The heat of th« bed and a ftate of reft might perhaps coit«r 
tribute materially to its fudden increafe. Mr. Default has ha4 
frequent occafions to remark, that in cafes of fpurious aneu- 
rifm they have rapidly increafed io &%c a» fo^ji as the patient^ 
took to their bed. 
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krd* The patient's relations, feeing the little (ucccfs 
from the remedies employed, called in another fur- 
geon, who applied a poultice of crumb of bread and 
marlhmalloW water, mixed uji with 3 ij of powder of 
bark.- The fize of the tumor, and the fwelling of the 
kg arid thigh feemed to diminifh^ The two fur* 
gcons continued to vifit the patient ; the firft, curious 
to know the nature of the tumor, of which he had not 
the moft diftant fufpicion, opened it in theabfence of 
the other with a lancet* A few drops of blood, of a 
bright' red colour, were only difcharg€d. Fortunately 
the- lancet did not enter any depth, but only divided 
the integuments* The pains, however, became more 
acute, and the patient became very uneafy, and wilhed 
to be admitted into the Hotel Dieu at Paris, where he 
was received on the 9th of June, 1785. At this pe- 
riod, the tumor extended from the fuperior and inter- 
nal quarter of the thigh to the inferior quarter, and 
from its external part to its internal and pofterior fide, 
and projected confiderably from the anterior part j 
the fkin was tenfe, (hining, and of a yellow colour 5 
no pulfation was diftinguifhed, nor even the hum- 
taing npife that k afforded by the fpurious aneurifm. 
Mr, Default entertained no doubts of the nature of the 
difeafe. The operation for the aneurifm promifed 
little fuccefs, from the difeafed alteration of the parts 
that compdfed the tumor, and other unfavourable 
cifcamftances ; but however it was the only refource 
to fave the patient from inevitable and apparently ap- 
proaching death. The operation was deferred for 
fome days, with the view of preparing the patient* 
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From the frequency and hardnefs of the pulfr, it wa«» 
judged expedient to bleed him three times in the 
courfe of the thrfee firft days ; a clyfter was adminif- 
tered morning and evening, to prevent the exertion 
of going to ftool, and a mild regimen preferibed. No 
topical application whatever was employed, except a 
circular bandage, which was drawn moderately tight 
with the view of fupporting the integuments, winch 
were fo thin and tcnfe, that there was reafon to appre-^ 
hend a rupture ; the pulfe becamelefs frequent, fofter, 
and the pain evidently diminiftied- The patient bnd 
now fufficient courage to requeft Mr. Default to per- 
form the operation, which was accordingly done nine 
days from his admiflion into the hofpital. 

The patient was laid on his back, whilftan affiftant 
comprefled the artery as it pafles under Poupart*^ 
ligament, by means of a cufliipn.* Mr. Default then- 
made an incifion through the integuriienls ia the 
<;ourfe of the artery, beginning as high as the tumor, 
and terminated at its inferior part, extending about 
nine inches in length ; he then profecuted the incifion 
through the cellular fubftance and fafcia lata, and cx- 
trafted a number of coagula. This fecond incifion 
extended from above downwards the fame length ad 
the firft. The quantity of coagulum and polypus 

* From the extent and fituation of the tumor, the touraicpiel^ 
could not be ufed ^ beiides, preiTure by means of the cufhion i^ 
in eveiy particular more convenient, and is always preferred 
to the tourniquet by Mr. Default, who ufcs it in all operationi 
on the thigh and l^g» wh^n it is neceflary to attend to the he* 
morrhage, 
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concretions of a membranous confidence filled a bafon 
that contained more than two pints and a half of fluid : 
in the midft of this mafs, there was a branch of the 
internal faphena vein, which was divided in the courfe 
of the operation. After all the blood was abforbed, 
by means of a fponge, the femur was found denuded 
at the middle and internal part for about three inches 
in length, and for one inch in width, the fibres of the 
vaftus internus, which covered it in its natural ftate, 
being deftroyed, as well as thofe of the triceps and 
fartorius, which formed part of the body of this tu- 
mor. This iaft mufcle was fituated on the infide of 
the incifion, in the fame manner as the femoral veflels. 
No blood was difcharged from the artery, whilft the 
preflure was kept up ; but as foon as it was taken off, 
itfpouted with confiderable force ; it was again com- 
prcffed, but in confequence of fome derangement in ' 
the cufliion, the blood continued to flow. Mr. De- 
fault preflTed the orifice of the artery with his finger 
till a more exaft and efficient preflijre was made on 
the veflel where it pafles under Poupart*s ligament. 
On cleaning the wound again with fponge, an oval 
aperture was difcovered in the anterior part of the ar- 
tery, about four fingers breadth above the part where 
it pierces the triceps mufcle. This oval opening was 
about three lines in length, and two in width. ^ 

Mr. Default pafl^ed two ligatures iround the artery, 
immediately above the opening. For this purpofe he 
ufcd a crooked needle, blqnted at the point and fides, 
and armed with two waxed ligatures,whicli werepaflcd 
from within outwards. One of the ligatures bnly was 
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tightened, and the other left loofc, as a provifionary 
one, to be made ufe of in cafe of neceffity. To 
tighten the firft, he employed a pair of dreffing for* 
ceps ; and after making a fingle knot, he twilled the 
ligature rounfd the inftrument, and pulhed it to fome 
depth ; and then by means of the other hand tight-* 
ened it at pleafure, gradually and without (baking thd 
patient ; an inconvenience which is difficult to avoid, 
when the artery is fituated at fuch a degree of depths 
He then, as an additional fecurity, made a fecond 
knot with a degree of tightnefs fufficient to ftop thd 
hemorrhage, but not more ; for it has beep found 
that arteries are fubjedt to become gangrenoqs, ancj 
confequently to aftbrd a frelh hemorrhage, when th^ 
ligatures are drawn too tight, 

After this ligature was applied, the blood (till com 
tinued to flow, not from the fuperior part of the ar* 
tery, but from the inferior, round which two ligatures 
were pafled, aod one tightened as before, No bIoo4 
was now difcharged, when the preflure was taken off 
from the crural artery. To diftinguifli the ligatures 
that had been tightened, knots were made on theif 
extremities, and left out on the fides of the wound { 
they were wrapped up in linen, to prevent them being 
confounded with the lint, or rudely handled in the 
fubfequent dreffings. After the wound was well 
cleaned with warm water and a fponge, it was filled 
with dry lint fprinkled with colophony ;; fotne layers 
of lint were applied over the whole, covered with 
cQmprelTes, and the whole retained by an eighteen 
|:ailed bandage drawn moderately tight, Tfhe patient 
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paffed the whokdsT q-rJcTVy -vz jz tztj^ 
flept an hour in the c-i-ri re zi£ ziizn.n^^ ic :':! 
not experience the lafi Je^'Tirrn if r:»i: tinier ji :ic 
leg or thig^ on ^rJcit n isctaIzI x-t-; ■..::= tin: viir 
applied: thcfe ports jr^'irrfi ::tf:r ::^ ^-i^ it^rjr^ rr.ii 
were free from pof::. Xz?r pirtrT •¥•» L^t m fc-.i 
diet, and the ufe oc Len^rcatis. I^ :3C rrsurr'^ -u^ 
pulfe was railed, hx wrlccc hariz^ ; ric ^srihjx 
and fwelling of the £bcc -»» ilrratfj -f .rxtiilgrr ; itf 
pafled a good nigjic, azJiepcvrrrri. ior-rr, C'ltut 
Tecondday, tfaocvasa f-zic acrrts re iT!r; iac 
fwelling of the kg asd fxx i-Ejacsi ijncc ptrr»- 
tibly, and the prts yrtrrrrtrf djcr racirsl Virrg ^.iii 
fenfibility. The cocprefT^ -Here tLi.-^U i^- :ii5 
dreffiogs fpriiJLLd 's rl '■^im -wiCfr ir»d a Zz Le cin- 
phorated (pint. O^ dit tllrd dij, :ie JT-I'e iL-rj^ 
ftill frequent was isner rr^-: i:i ih-r crczlzg. The 
fmaD docs, whLh cocli z^'X zc errrirrgd dirirg ihc 
operatioo, bBramr oc-Ji bj ±^ lerc^^- cxodaiion, aad 
had detached the Ibi f'c:=i ibc bocicni of ihc vound 
and had pafied thro^jgh the comj^cflcs* The drctT- 
logs were changed, a^d the lini fprinkicd widi colo* 
phony* On the 4rh daj, the fever was lefs, the in* 
ienfible perfpiraiion indeafed, the fuppuration abun« 
daot, and from its Tifcidity it entangled a quantity of 
rotten cellular fubflance, which was difcharged fiOiu 
die wound ; the pus was abforbed by doffils ot Unti 
and the dreffings repeated three times in twcnty-tour 
hours, wluch plan was perfifted in till the 42d iKiN\ 
The lips of the wound were dreficd with flips o( Uncn 
dipped in the fiyrax ointment. 

H 4 <^« 
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On the 5th day, the patient was extremely well and 
with little remaining fever. The lint employed f<» 
the dreflSngs was always fprinkled with colophony, 
with the view of its afting as a digeftive and procur- 
ing a better difcharge. 

On the 6th, a fmall hemorrhage took place, which 
wet through the dreffings and the folded (heet placed 
tinder the thigh : the attendant furgeon eafily flopped 
it by compreffing the artery as it pafles under Pour 
part's ligament. Mr. Default took off the dreffings; 
and after defiring the prejQTure to be taken off froni 
the artery, with the view of feeing from whence the 
blood flowed, he obferved a few drops come from the 
fuperior part of the ^ound- The two ligatures which 
had been leff loofe were no^y tightened, tlie inferior 
as well as the fuperior : the dreffing was pontinued in 
the fame manner as before, 'and no more blood was 
difcharged. In the evening he \yas frpe frpni feve^; 
^nd the fuppuration was diminifhed in quantity one 
half. He was uneafy during the whole night, ^4 
had only interrupted fleep. 

On the 7th, the patient finding no return of the 
hemorrhage, was much eafier ; the fever fubfided, 
the fuppuration becarpe 4gain abundant, and even in- 
creafed, till the 10th, when the wound was injedted 
with decodtion of bark to accelerate the deterfion 
of the wound. The patient, who till now had takei^ 
nothing but broth, was indulged with foup and a lit' 
tie wine. On the i ith, the fuppuration was fo abun- 
dant, that notwithflanding the frequent application 
of frelh dreffings, a confiderable quantity of pus col- 
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kfted at tbe bottom of the wound, which from its 
fituation could not be difcharged, as the incifibn had 
been made in the courle of the artery and not in the 
moft dependant part of the tumor. To obviate as 
much as pofllble any inconvenience refulting, a thick 
and graduated comprefs was placed at the poflerior 
and internal part of the thigh. 

On the izth, the coUedion of pus was lefs ; the pa- 
tient regained ^is (Irength ; he was now allowed bread 
and currant jelly in his foup. On the 15th the two 
ijiferior ligatures fell off 5 the two fuperior were not 
detached till three days afterwards. 

On the 17th, notwithftanding the graduated com-r 
prefs placed at the pofterior and internal part of the 
thigh, the pus was furniOied in fuch quantity that ic 
a^in coUeded at the bottom of the wound. Mr, 
Qef^uU for fome days previous to this had fome in- 
tention of making a counter ppening, but he waited 
till fuch time as he had no reafon to apprehend any 
ferious accident from the aneurifm : he then divided 
the integuments, which were very thin. The incifioa 
was made towards the third inferior part of the thigh^ 
near the inferior extremity of the firft divifion and at 
the ppfterior part of the gracilis interpus mufcle. 
lint was introduced, powdered with colophony, ancj 
pledgets applied dipt in decoftion of bark and honey 
ofrofes. 

On the 1 8 th, tl^ugh the patient was laid on an iur 
dined plane, in fuch a manner that the trunk and 
fuperior part of the thigh were more elevated than 
Ac reft of the limb, yet the pus was not difcharged 

by 
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by the countcr-opcning^and colleftcd as before at the 
bottom of the wound. The tent of lint was howe- 
ver continued till the 2ifl: day, when it was omitted, 
as it was of no farther ufe. The pus was not dif- 
charged by the counter-.ppening, except when the 
thigh was elevated, being prevented in the intervals 
between the dreffings by the unfavorable pofition of 
the limb. The wound made by the counter opening* 
was cicatrized in eight days after the fuppreffion of the 
lint tent. 

On the 24th, the fuppuration dill continued abun- 
dant •, and although the ftrength of the patient was 
kept up by analeptics, there was reafon to apprehend 
a diarrhaea and confcquent weaknefs. To prevent 
this, pills were prefcribed compofed of extrad: of 
bark> camphor, and fyrup of wormwood. 

On the 26th, the granulations, which were pale, 
were fprinkled with bark, which praftice was conti- 
nued for three days. No apparent advantage being 
derived, and the difcharge dill continuing abundant, 
and the granulations foft and fiaccid, an injedion was 
made ufe of compofed of tinfture of myrrh and aloes. 
On the 30th, the injeftion was repeated each time of 
drcffing, which was now three times in the courfe of 
the day. . 

On the 31ft, the fuppuration had diminiOied, and 
the patient complained of fome colicky pains. An 
6nollient enenla was thrown up, which procured fe^- 
veral ftools in the courfe of the night and the follow-- 
ing day. The ufe of the injeftion was fuppreffed 
and the fuppuration became more abundant, 

Oo 
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On the 33d, he bad no ftools in the courfc of the 
night, the granulations became more firm, the pus 
improTed in quality and dimini(h^d in quantity. The 
wound was lefs in extent ^nd depth, and covered all 
over with granulations healthy and firm. 

On the 37th, inftead of white pus, as in the pre* 
ceding evening, a yellow matter was difch^rged re- 
fetnbling a kind of jelly or lymph* The dreffings 
were now only dry lint, a comprefs, and a circular 
bandage. 

On the 4£d, cicatrization was obvipus^ and the 
wound was only drefled once a day. 

On the 50th, his general appearance improved, 
the cicatrix advanced, and the difcharge ftill conti- 
nued of the fame quality. 

On the 54th, as the granulations were a little fpon- 
gy, they were touched with the lapis infernalis. This 
application was renewed the next day. 

On the doth, the cicatrix was nearly finiftied, and 
the leg and foot flightly moved. 

On the 63d, the patient began to walk with the af- 
fiftance of crutches. The leg and foot fwelled in a 
flight degree, which fubfided on obferving an hori* 
zontal polition. 

On the ?7th of Auguft, 65 days after the opera- 
tion, the wound was healed from the bottom and 
perfeftly cicatrized. The p?itient left the hofpital oa 
the 10th of September, when he was capable of walk^ 
ing without crutches. He often returned to the hof» 
pital from gratitude. The affefted limb foon be» 
PW? as ftrong as the other. 

Cdfi 
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Cafi of a Peafant whofe Genital Organs were torn off 
by the Wheel of a Carriage. 

Extralled from the Bibliotbeca Cbirurgica of Richter, 
vol. 7, page 594, tranflated into French from the 
German hy M. Brewer^ D JK 



Apeafant, 36 years of age, fell from his horfe 
under the wheel of a carriage on the 19th of Au* 
guily 1782. His apron got entangled in fuch a man- 
ner in the wheel as to draw his breeches along with it, 
which, together with his genital organs, were en«p 
tirely torn off. At the moment he did not experi- 
ence violent pain, nor any lofs of recoUeftion : he 
even got up without affiftance, mounted his horfCf 
and regained his own houfe, which was fituated about 
two hundred paces diftant. The hemorrhage, which 
was trifling, ftopt of itfclf^ The wound extended 
from before backwards; from the fuperior p^rt of the 
pubis to within fome lines of the margin of the anus ; 
and occupied all the intervening fpace between the 
thighs. The urethra was torn off with the penis as 
far as the neck of the bladder* There remained no 
veftigc either of the fcrotum or the right tcfticle. The 
left tefticle remained only attached to the fpermatic 
cord, and was covered by its tunica vaginalis. The 
fpermatic cord fwelled to the fize of the tefticle itfelf, 
wd refembled a penis divefted of its integuments. 

Tho 
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The proftratc, contufed and torn, adhered by a few 
fibres, and hung out of the wound. Before the mar* 
gin of the anus, in the right groin, the inteftinc 
wasexpofed, which was the contents of an inguinal 
hernia with which the patient had been previoufly af- 
fiifted. The wound was dreffed, and the patient 
bled, and ordered a nitrated drink. The pain and fever 
were not very confiderable; the urine, which was 
fuppreffed for the firft 2^ hours, now flowed involun* 
tarily and in great abundance, but the patient foon 
recovered the power of retaining for fix hours or even 
more. 

On the 15th day, the fpermatic cord was divided' 
near the abdominal ring, without occafioning the 
lead hemorrhage. On examination the cord was found 
invefted with cellular fubftance, an inch in thicknefs, 
but in a healthy ftate^ The tefticle was alfo perfeftly 
found.* The patient was continued to be drefled in 
the fame (imple manner, and the wound pcrfedly cured, 
without any unfavorable accident. The proftrate 
remained for a confiderable time fo extremely (ena- 
ble, that the patient could not admit of its being flight- 
ly touched without fufFering extreme pain. At length 
however it got buried in the wound. The denuded 
inteftine alfo re- entered the abdomen. The patient 
no fooner began to walk, than a retention of urine 

• ■ 
• Richter here obfcrves, that it would have been found 
praftice to have preferved this part with the idea that nature 
would elongate the (kin fuilicient tq cover it, which flie has 
fffefted in fimilar cafes. 

came 
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came on in confequence of intemperance : it was ac- 
companied with the general fymptoms^ which difap- 
peared after a few flight purges* The urinary paflages 
continued to be afFefted from any intemperate irre- 
gularity in his regimen. The cicatrization was pcr- 
fedl in ten weeks after the accident. There remained 
an opening for the paflage of the urine three lines in 
diameter, fituated under the fymphifis pubis, a little 
to the left fide. The courfe of this fiftulous opening 
could not be traced : it was only perceived that the 
opening of the bladder did not correfpond with the 
external opening, but was rather above its level. To 
prevent the contradion of this new canal, a canula of 
horn was introduced. Some time after the patient 
withdrew it, as it was fuppofed, and itcontrafted im- 
mediately to fuch a degree that it was with difficulty 
a very fmall tube could be introduced. 

The relator of the cafe has preferved the parts that 
were torn off in fpirlt of wine* 
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Cafe af a Patient cut for the Stone* when none eicifted^ 
the 'Symptoms which deceived the Operatovy and the 
Appearance of the Parts on DiJfeElion. 

[By M. Blanc] 



MR. Blanc was confuked for a child of five 
years of age, of a good conftitution, who for 
fix months experienced great difficulty in paffing his 
urine. From what he learned from the parents of the 
origin and the courfe of the difeafe, united to the 
rational and exiftent fymp^Qms, he was led to fufpeft 
that there was a flonCTi the^tilddder. To be com- 
pleatly convinced, Mr. Blanc pafled a hollow found 
into that cavity, and felt a body, the collifion of which 
ta the finger as well as to the ear perfuaded him that 
it was a ftone; but however, to be ftill more con- 
vinced of the faft, he paffed his finger up the redum, 
and felt very diftindtly the body, the prefence of 
which had been felt by the found. The nature of the 
difeafe now being to all appearance clear and decided, 
Mr. Blanc propofed the operation to the parents ; 
who, from the confideration of the pain attendant on 
the difeafe,. readily gave their confent. The opera- 
tion was performed on the 2 2d of May, 1791, in the 
prefence of Meflrs. Derade and Refonard, furgeons. 
Mr. Blanc made ufe of Mr. Hawkins's gorget, as 
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improved by Mr. Default. After the parts were pro-* 
perly divided, Mr. Blanc placed the index finger of 
the right hand on the gorget, and puQied it gently 
into the bladder. Some difficulty was experienced in 
the introduftion, which induced him to fuppofc that 
the incifion of the bladder was too fmall : he then 
attempted to enlarge it a little by means of the gor- 
get, on which he paffed the forceps. The difficulty 
experienced in moving as well as in opening them, 
induced him to doubt whether they were in the blad- 
der or no. This was however afcertained by paffing 
the catheter. The forceps were withdrawn, and new 
'but unfuccefsful endeavours were madcto extfaft the 
ftone by means of the lilver fcoop. A noife was 
however diftindly heard, fimilar to that which might 
be fuppofed to refult from the colifion of two hard 
bodies, and which tended ftill more to confirm the 
idea of the exiftence of a calculus. The operation 
was however protrafted for half an hour, during which 
the child fufFered exquifite pain. Mr. Blanc now de- 
lifted from any farther refearches and ordered the child 
to be put in the bath, which he fupported but half an 
hour. He was unwilling to take any thing; and 
they could only get him to fwallow a few fpoonfuls of 
broth a confiderable time after the operation. During 
the whole night he was drowfy and heavy ; convulfions 
came on, and at the end of 24 hours the child expired. 
The opening of the body explained the circumftance 
that led to the error. No ftone was found to exift : 
but the bladder was found compaft, cartilaginous in 
its circumference, and contrafted to fuch a point, that 
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it wis fcarce capable to contain two fpoonfuls of 
fluid. 

From the incifiori of the canal of the urethra, of 
the proftfate gland, and of the neck of the bladder*, 
being fmall in extent, the introdudtion of the forceps 
became difficult ; and the coats of the bladder were 
fofirm, that they would not admit of being torn. 
After the kidnies, the ureters, and the bladder, were 
taken out and examined, it was found that the left 
kidney was very large, covered with tubercles red 
%!d internallyi^in a ftate of fuppuration* The ureter 
of the fame (ide was as large as the finger throughout 
its whole extent ; and the coats of this tube refembled 
the trachea arteria. The right kidney was nearly in a 
natural ftate, but the correfpondent ureter was fuffi- 
ciently large to admit a writing pen* But th^ cir- 
cumftance that principally led to the fuppofition of 
the exiftence of a ftone in the bladder, was the fen* 
fation refulting from the prefence of the catheter in fo. 
confined a cavity, whofe coats were of a horny tex* 
ture, and which gave to the finger and ear the fenfa- 
tign of a hard body, when ftruck by the beak of the 
inftrument. Even after the bladder was taken out, 
the affiftants all agreed that" the collifion they felt on 
introducing the catheter might impofe on their fenfa- 
tions. Mr. Default here remarks, and with great 
juftice, that the caufes that led to Mr. Blanc's error, 
might deceive other lithotomifts; and that their pub- 
lication cannot but be othcrwife than ufeful, without 
bemg the leaft injurious to the deferved reputation of 
the furgeon. 

Vol. II. I LUX. 
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LUXATIONS OF THE HUMERUS. 

Luxation downwards. 
CASE I. 

MBASTEON, 25 years of age, luxated her hu- 
• merns downwards by a fall on her right el- 
bow, which at the time was diftant from the body. The 
woman came to the hofpital on the 7 th of September, 
1788, a few hours after the accident. The (houlder 
and arm were lower and the humerus fituated mortf 
inwards than natural : the acromion projefted ; beneath 
which' a confiderable depreflion was obferved. There 
Was a confiderable elevation in the hollow of the ax- 
illa, formed by the head of the humeais. The arm 
would not admit of being carried forwards, backwards, 
or inwards, without moving the (houlder, and at the 
feme time caufing exquifitc pain. The motion out- 
wards was eaiier, and attended with lefs uneafinefs. 
The reunion of fymptoms juft defcribed, left no doubt 
of the exiftcnce and nature of the luxation, which 
was reduced in the following manner. 

The patient was feated in a high chair, with the 
uninjured fide againft the back. A round thick cu(h« 
ion was placed in the axilla of the affected fide» 

under 
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under which a (heet was pafTed folded in fuch a m^titiit 
as to form from four to five inches in width 2 the ends 
of this (heet were united above the healthy (houldejf 
and held by two aflSftants^ which ferved to fix the 
trunk and to keep up a conftant extenfion without 
ading on the peftoralis major and the latiffimus dorjfi. 
Two other afliftants kept up an extenfion by holding 
the fore-arm above the wrift* They then conducted 
tbearm gradually towards the fide, whilft Mr. Default 
drew the fuperior part of the arm upwards, with tht 
intention of conducing it into the glenoid cavity. It 
Was reduced in this manner with the greateft facility, 
and from this time the patient could execute the dif* 
fcrent motions of the arm without the leaft inconveni- 
ence. A flight pain remained in the articulation, 
which was foon removed by wearing the arm in a fling 
ttnd approaching it clofe to the trunk. The flioulder 
was bathed with the aq. Vegito. By means of exercifib 
the ftiffiiefs of the limb fubfided; and ten days front 
the time of the reduftion, the patient was as well as 
before the accident. 
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CASE II. 

[By Mr, Anthaume, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.J 

JSELIGNE, a robuft man, 44 years of age, fell 
• on the point of his (boulder from a height about 
nine, feet, on the 19th of July, 179 1. The pain, 
which was increafed on moving the arm, and the 
fwelling which took place almoft inftantly, determined 
him to apply the fame day at the Hotel Dieu. In- 
dependent of the fymptoms pointed out in the pre- 
ceding cafe, and which charadterized a luxation of 
the arm, there was an extraordinary degree of mobi- 
lity in the head of ,the humerus. This part would 
admit of being moved with .equal facility againil the 
external edge of the peft oralis major, the anterior 
edge of the latiflimus dorfi, and againfl the ikinrof the 
axilla, according to the different diredions given to 
the motions of the arm :— circumftances that led to 
the fuppofition that the head of the bone was out of 
the capfular ligament. The fame means of redudtion 
were employed as in the preceding cafe. Two affift- 
ants kept up an extenfion by means of a napkin fe- 
cured round the wrift of the patient, whilft two others 
kept the trunk fixed by means of a fheet, whofe adlion 
•on the mufcles was prevented as before by the intro- 
duftion of a qulhion in the axilla. Their endeavours 
were however incffcdual for fome time; and it was 

not 
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not till after an equal and conftant extenfion had been 
kept up for fome minutes, that the mufcles, wearied 
out, fuffered the head of the humerus to flip into the 
glenoid cavity. The bone appeared to have regained 
its cavity, although its reduftion was not attended 
with that noife which almoft always occurs in recent 
luxations ; but foon afterwards the bone was again 
diflocated, nor was the redudion poffible. 

From this circumftance Mr. Default judged that 
the head of the bone had pulhed before it the capfular 
ligament, into which cavity it could not re-enter, 
from the harrownefs of the aperture formed at the 
time of the luxation. In confequence of this opinion, 
lie moved the arm in every poffible direftion, with 
the view of enlarging the opening. He foon felt 
fomething tear, which apprized him that his views 
were accompli (hed- The extenfion was again com- 
menced, with a view of vanquifhing the refiftance of 
the mufcles. No difficulty was now experienced in 
the reduftion. The humerus was however very much 
difpofed to be luxated, jund to prevent it, a dreffing 
was employed nearly fimilar to what is recommended 
in the firft volume of the Journal for fractures of the 
clavicle. The whole '(houlder was covered with a 
poultice moiftened with aq, veg. The next day the 
patient was feverilh \ the tongue was covered with a 
^hick and yellow mucus ; the mouth bitter, accom- 
panied with frequent naufea. A grain of emetic tar^ 
tar was added to his drink, which procured fome bi- 
lious ftools, and produced a difappearance of the. 
fymptoms, A confiderable fwelling now. afFefted the 
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ihoulder^ which difappcared in five days from the 
conftant application of the cataplafm. 

On the 6th day, a new bilious difpofition manifefted 
itfelf^ which was fuccefsfuUy combated by a grain of 
emetic tartar infufed in a pint of drink. From this 
day conftant exercife was employed, with the view of 
diflipating a confiderable ftifihefs which ftill exifted in 
the articulation. This rigidity of the joint gradually 
diminiOied^ and in fuch a manner, that at the end of 
a month he was capable of executing all the different 
motions of the arm, but with fome degree of difficulty 
and confbraintf 



Cafe of a Luxation inwards^ 

[By Mr. Favchbron, formerly Surgeon to the 
Hotel Dieu.] 



MGORRON, 6^ years of age, as (he was carry- 
• ing a burthen was thrown down, on the right 
fide. At the inflant, the elbow was removed from 
the body and carried a little backwards. She pitched 
on this part againft tte pavement. A great portion 
of the head of the humerus being pufhed downwards 
and iowardsi paifed out of the articular cavity, tore 

the 
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the capfular ligament, and became fituated between 

the fubfcapularis mufcle and the fofla of the fame 
name. 

This woman, who came immediately to the Hotel 
Dieu, had the affefted (houldtr lower than the other, 
and the fore-arm in a date of demi- flexion. The hu- 
merus was direfted towards the middle of the clavicle, 
the elbow removed from the trunk and fituated a little 
backwards, A depreffion was remarked under the 
acromion and an obvious projedion Under the pedto- 
ralis major. Mr, Default having feated the patfient 
in a chair, placed the hand of the affefted fide bet\|reen 
his knees, and whilft he kept up an extenfion in this 
manner, condufted with his hands the head of th^ hu- 
merus into its cavity, by drawing upwards and.liack- 
wards the fuperior part of the arm. After the Reduc- 
tion was completed, the (houlder was covered with a 
cataplafm moiftened with aq. veg. As neither fwcl- 
ling or pain fupervened, no application was ufed after 
the third day. The woman left the hofpital on the 
7th day, and executed every motion of the arm with 
cafe and convenience. 



Three more cafes of Luxations of ihe Humerus are re- 
lated in the Journal de Cbirurgie ; but as nearly the 
fame means were adopted for their reduffion, and as the 
circumfiances vary but little^ the Tranflator has omitted 
their infertion. 
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The General History of the Treatment of 
Luifations, 

The contemporaries of Hippocrates diftinguilhed 
luxations of the humerus into four forts ; upwards, 
downwards, forwards, and backwards 2 but this cele- 
brated writer admitted only of the luxation down- 
wards, the only one he had met with in his prac- 
tice. He proves at length, that the accident which 
in his time was taken for a luxation forwards, was 
nothing elfe but a proje<Slion of the head t)f the 
bone, which naturally in thin perfons is extremely 
obvious ; 5, difpofition of parts that many phyficians 
of his time miftook for a difeafed alteration. To 
diflinguifli a luxation, we are recommended by this 
author to compare the affcdted with the other fide, 
•and to be cautious not to be deceived by the extraor- 
dinary fituation of the arm and the difficulty of mo- 
tion ; fymptoms in themfelves equivocal, and often 
produced by a fimple contufion, and the confequent 
pain. 

The fymptoms that are mentioned by Hippocrates, 
as charafteriftic of tliis accident, arc a' tumor in the 
axilla formed by the head of the bone, a cavity in that 
part naturally oiccupied by the fuperior part of the 
bone, and a projeftion formed by the acromonion 
above this cavity. This laft fymptom, he mentions, 
is equivocal^ ^s it occur? equally in fradures of the 
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apophyfis. In this luxation the elbow is feparated 
from the trunk, nor can it be approached but by ex- 
ternal force, which produces violent pain, The fore- 
arm remains always in fuch a date .of extenHon, 
that it cannot be fufficiently b^nt for the patient to 
carry his hand to his ear^ 

Foi: the redudtion, Hippocrates firfl: defcribes the 
moil (imple means^ which were employed by the 
wreftlers and athlete, who were conftantly fubjedt to 
this accident. He afterwards points out more com4 
plicated methods, of which phyficians might avail 
themfelves when the former means were found inade- 
quate to the end. The ftrft method wa« to place the 
iift in the patient's as^iila, to raife the head of the 
bone, bringing, at the fame time the elbow from the 
fides, and puQiing it againft the ribs with the knee* 
or by means of an afiifl^nt, who was defired to apply 
his forehead at the fame time againft the (houlder as a 
fupport. 

The fecond was to place the fore-arm of the af- 
fefted fide behind the back; then with oneiiand to 
grafp the elbow, and pulh jhe humerds upwards, whilft 
the other was fituated at the pofterior part of the arti- 
culation to fupport the (houlder* Thefe two methods, 
rude and indifferent a^ they are^ were frequently at^ 
tended with fuccefs. 

In the third, the patient was laid on his baqk^ 
whilft the furgeon, feat^d on the fame fide as the lux- 
ated limb, kept up an extenfion on the wrift, pulhing 
in the head of the bone by means of the heel in the 
axilla, in the cavity of which, and as clofe as poffiblc; 
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to the ribs, a cuQiion or ball was direfted to be placed. 
During this time, an afliftant, feated behind the head 
of the patient, pufhed the (houlder down with his 
foot, retaining the ball at the fame time in its fitua- 
tion by means of a band which he drew towards him. 

The fourth method was to place the axilla of the 
luxated fide on the Ihoulder of a vigorous and taller 
man than the patient, who was to raife himfelf fud- 
denly, and draw down the patient's arm ; the trunk 
then remained fufpended, and formed a counter-poife. 

Such were the modes employed by the wrcftlers 
and others engaged in gymnaflic exercifes from time 
immemorial. The means of reduftion in ufe fince the 
time of Hippocrates, and which are to be found in 
all modern books, are only machines fubftituted for 
fimple methods, afting certainly on the fame princi- 
ple but fufceptible of greater force, fuch as the peftle, 
the ladder, and the machine fo famous by the name 
of ambi, an inftrument preferred to all others by Hip- 
pocrates ; and which he conceived adequate to the 
reduiSbion of luxations, even of long (landing. The 
peftle was nothing elfe but the inftrument of that 
name, or fimply a ftick, one end of which refted on 
the ground or on a table, whilft the other, well guarded 
with linen, was placed in the cavity of the axilla, and 
ferved to pufti up the head of the bone ; an extenfion 
was made on th? arm, whilft an affiftant kept the 
trunk fixed, preffing the (houlder down at the fame 
time. The ladder was employed on the fame plan, 
a(ter an eminence was formed and fufiiciently guarded 
to be adapted to the cavity of the axilla* 

The 
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The ambi, as recommended by Hippocrates, win 
not a very complicated machine : it was limply a 
piece of wood or a plank, about two fingers breadth 
in tbicknefs^ nearly of the fame length as the luxated 
limb, and wide in proportion to the fize of the arm. 
One of the extremities terminated like a wedge, 
rounded in its circumference with a fmall edge, which 
was fituated between the trunk and the head of the 
bone when the inftrument was applied to the axilhu 
The inftrument was then applied to the whole length 
of the arm, and fecured by a number of bands ; one 
near the neck of the humerus, another above the con^- 
dyles, and the third to the wrift. The axilla^ or 
rather the correfpondent portion of the inftrument, 
was fixed to a crofs bar fupported by two uprights, 
and fufficiently raifed to compel the patient to ftand 
on tip-toe. An affiftant retained the trunk, towards 
whom the furgeon conduced the arm, forming a qua-^ 
drature of a circle. 

For wane of a crofs bar fixed on two uprights, a 
ladder, a door, and the back of a chair, have been 
employed, with the patient feated fidcways. 

Hippocrates remarks, that luxations happen more 
rarely, and are more difficult to reduce, in ftrongand 
mufcular habits, than in weak perfons, whofc joints 
arc relaxed. 

When the luxation is recent, the reduftion is ef* 
fcfted with cafe, often before the operator has con- 
ceived that he has made a fufficient extenfion ; but it 
is very different with luxations of long ftanding ; and 
when reduced, it is difficult to retain the bone in ia 
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fituation, from the tendency of the humerus to flip 
out of its fituation, from a fleftiy excrefcence that of- 
ten forms in the glenoid cavity. 

The precaution we fhould obferve, to prevent this 
from happening, is to keep the acm clofe to the trunk, 
and fupport the elbow by means of a bandage, firft 
filling up the cavity of the axilla. This pradicc 
ihould never be ncgledted, though neither pain or 
difficulty of motion (hould exift. When inflamma- 
tion fupervenes, we have lefs reafon to apprehend a 
relapfe, but then we have difficulty of motion confe- 
quent to the fwelling and pain in thefe cafes. 

Hippocrates recommends the application of a ce- 
rate to the (houlder with thick compreiTes fupportcd 
by a bandage; but the remedy on which he places 
the principal reliance is fridion on the part aflfeded ; a 
method well calculated to give tone to relaxed parts, 
and to relax thofe that are too rigid. 

Such is the abridgement of the praftice of Hippo* 
crates on the fubjeft of luxations of the humerus pro- 
duced by an external caufe. Celfus, .in addition to 
the fymptoms of the luxation downwards, mentions 
that the arm is longer than that of the oppofitc fide. 
This author admits of the luxation inwards, in which 
cafe the arm is extended, though lefs than natural, 
and the elbow is brought with more difficulty forward 
than backward. For the redudion of the luxation 
downwards, when the patient is not very flrong, he 
recommends him to be feated in a high chair ; and 
whilft two affiftants keep up an extenfion on the arm, 
^nd a counter extenfion on the fc^pula^ th? furgeon 
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pufbes m the head of the bone with his knee placed 
in the axilla^ regaining the fcapula with one hand^and 
with the other debafes the arm to the trunk. In the 
moft difficult cafes he has recourfc to the ambi of 
Hippocrates with the ladder. 

To reduce the diflocation forward, he laid the pa- 
tient on his back. An afCflant extended the arm, 
whilft another, fituated behind the head of the patient 
kept up a counter extenlion by means of a band 
placed under the axilla of the luxated fide. During 
this time, the furgeon with one hand turned away the 
patient's head, and with the other pu(hed the (houl- 
der upwards, and in this way puttied the head of the 
humerus into its cavity. The author adds, that this 
is le(5 difficult of reduction than the luxation down* 
wards. 

Galen, in his commentaries on Hippocrates, fays, 
that the humerus can be luxated downwards, up- 
wards, outwards, and forwards, on account of there 
being no oppoiition neither on the fide of the articu- 
lation nor from theiurrounding parts. He does not, 
however, inftance a cafe of a luxation forwards. 
With refped: to the luxation upwards, which he thinks 
poffible, and the luxation inwards, which he con- 
ceives impoffible, it is difficult to comprehend what 
he means. 

The phyfician of Pergamus attributes the weaknefs 
and thinnefs that fupervenes in the mufcles of the 
limb, when incapable of being reduced, to want 
of exercife ; a circumftance that efcapcd the notice 
pfHippocraicSf 
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Oribafius, in that part of his compilation ^elerved 
by Heliodorus, admits the luxation of theJhumcrus 
downwards, (when the head of the bone is in the ax- 
illa,) forwards and backwards. He carefully defcribcs 
many complicated machines, invented and employed 
by his predeceffors when the ordinary methods were 
found infufficient. 

The firft of thefe machines is a ladder, nearly re- 
fembling that of Hippocrates. To that rounded part 
of the ladder deftined for the reception of the axilla 
was attached a piece of w»ood cut out in a wedge-like 
form, the thick and round part of which (guarded 
with a kind of mattrafs) was placed from the fide of 
the trunk* At the bottom of the ladder was a kind of 
roller, (Imilarto the axle tree of a hand-^mill^ which 
kept up the extenfion of the arm by means of a band 
fixed above the condyles of the humerus, the ends of 
which were attached to this kind of axle tree, round 
which they revolved ; whilft the trunk of the patient, 
fufpended on the other fide of the ladder, formed a 
counter extenfion. This machine ferved ft>r every 
(pecies of luxation : the procedure of the furgeons 
and his aififtants only varied. 

In the luxation downwards, when the axle tree had 
kept up a fufficient extenfion, the furgeon drew the 
fuperior part of the arm upwards and outwards, by 
means of the end of a bandage, the middle of which 
was carried under the axilla : , the axle tree was theil 
loofed and the head of the bone conduced into its 
Cavity. To reduce the luxation forwards, a ftrongcr 
extenfion was kept up than for the preceding. The 
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furgcon with one hand conduced the elbow forwards 
and againfl: the ladder, and puQied the head of the 
bone backwards by preffing with the palm of his hand 
that eminence which is formed by the pedtoralis muf- 
clc» During this ^ time an affiftant fupported the fca* 
pula, whilft another with his hands round the patient's 
neck drew the trunk from the fide oppofite to the cx- 
tcniion. 

The reduction of the dislocation outwards was per- 
formed in the fame way^ except that thediredion was 
prccifcly contrary. 

Some praftitioncfs recommend the extenfion to be 
made differently — the band to be fixed above and the 
condyles of the humerus attached to one of the 
lower fteps of the ladder. The middle of a long cord, 
placed under the axilla, embraced the fhoulder ; its 
ends were pafTed in two puUiesat the top of the ladder, 
then defcended to be attached to the axle tree, in fuch 
a way that the extenfion was formed by the elevation of 
the (houlder, whilft the arm remained fixed. Oribafius 
docs not approve of this method. When the patient was 
incapable of ftanding upright, they placed horizon- 
tally a ladder or a bench pierced with holes, to which 
the bands and the axle tree was fixed. For the luxa- 
tion downwards and forwards they laid the patient on 
his back, and on his belly for the luxation backwards* 
They maintained a counter extenfion by means of a 
band which embraced the axilla of the patient, and 
Whofc cgds, direfted obliquely from the oppofite fide, 
Vrcrc fccured or the other fide of the head : or con- 
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formable to Oribafius's plan, fixed the trunk by it 
band which pafTed round the thorax under the axilla< 

The fame author defcribes another machine which 
ads on the fame principle* This was a kind of 
chair, the back of which was raifed in fuch a way that 
the patient remained fufpended. When the axilla 
was placed on the fuperior crofs bar, this crofs bar re- 
volved round> by which means it inclined the kind of 
wedge which was placed in the middle. It vtras fixifd 
by a peg. The extenfion was kept up by a fimi^ar 
axle tree to that of the ladder ; with this difference, 
that the ends of the bands fixed on the humerus were 
refledted by fixed pullies placed above and below the 
axle tree, before it was fecured to the inftrument* 

Paulus Eginetus admits with Oribafius three fpecies 
of luxations ; — downwards, which occurs moft fre- 
quently ; inwards and outwards, which happen more 
rarely. The ambi, which he employed for the reduc- 
tion, was rounded like a peftle at the end, which cor- 
refponded to the axilla ; inftead of thin and hollow, 
like the ambi propofed by Hippocrates and adopted 
by Celfus. 

Paulus Eginetus even wiflicd that the crofs bar of 
ladder which fupported the injured axilla during the 
reduftion, (hould be raifed in fuch a way as to Tuf- 
pend the trunk of the patient. Avicenna admitted 
the luxation outwards and rejedted all the reft : he 
made ufe of the ladder and the door in the fame man- 
ner as the moderns have fince employed them; that 
is to fay, that the counter extenfion was kept up by 
tjxe fufpended body, whilft the extenfioa was made 
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eatheaatt. He alfo employed the peftle; but in-' 
ftead of fupporting it, like the Greeks, on the earth 
or on a table, he eaufcd it to be held by a ftrprig Inari^ 
who exerted all his ftrength to pu(h up the head of 
the humerus. This author was acquainted with the 
paralyiis which often occurs fubfequent to a luxation 
and regarded this accident as the natural effeds of vio- 
lent extenlion., 

Albucafis alfo admits of three fpecies of luxation, 
but different to thofe mentioned by Oribafius and 
Paulus : one downwards, in the axilla ; one forwards, 
on the fide of the thorax; and a thirds which very 
rarely occurs^ , upwards, at the fuperipr part of the 
(houlderi the Arabian furgeon only employed his 
hands for the extenfion and conformation when the 
luxation was forwards ; when the reduction was diffi- 
cult he ufed baths and embrocations. Ambrofe Pare 
admits of the luxation upwards; in which, cafe the 
head of the humerus is fituated behind the clavicle* 
To reduce it, heraifed the elbow in removing it from 
the trunk ; preffing at the' fame time on the head of 
the bone; or laid the patient on his back, a.nd had 
the extenfion kept up by an affiftant. For the luxa- 
tion downwards he employed the means recommend- 
ed by Hippocrates. He prefers the ambi to all the 
others. The one he ufes is mounted on a beam, fe- 
curcly fixed by a peg of iron, which paflTes in a hole 
pierced near the extremity that ought to be placed 
undef the axilla. One of his contemporaries added 
two wings to this iuftrument, which embraced, for- 
Yoh.lL K wards. 
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wards and backwards the fuperior part of the arm and 
prevented it from fhaking. 

In difficult cafes, Pare made ufe of puUies to keep 
up the extenfion. One end of the pully was attached 
to the arm and the other to a fixed point : one affift- 
ant retained the trunk, by means of a band pafled on 
the patients (houlder, the ends of whicii he drevf 
downwards and backwards. 

Fabricius Hildanus employed alfo.the pully ; but 
inftead of fixing them as Pare, above the condyles of 
the humerus, he attached them to the wrift : for the 
counter extenfion he contrived an iron ball guarded with 
compreffes, fupported with a handle of the fame me- 
tal, which was fixed by means of a fcrew on the bench 
where the patient was laid. 

Petit diftinguifhes four cafes of luxation of the arm : 
downwards on the fide of the fcapula ; outwards on 
the fpine of that bone ; inwards in the hollow of the 
axilla; and forwards againfi: die coracoid procefsof 
the fcapula and the clavicle. He obferves that the 
arm is rarely luxated direftly downwards and that 
it is with difficulty luxated outwards. The fymp- 
toms of the luxation downwards are thefe pointed 
out by Hippocrates and Celfus. 
. In the luxation outwards the elbow is carried in- 
wards and approaches the thorax. The patient is in 
pain when it is removed. The arm is almoft always 
longer than that of the oppofite fide. In the luxadon 
in the axilla, thefymptoms are the fame as when lux- 
ated downwards, except that the elbow is carried a 
little backwards and the fore-arm bent j the arm is 
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geAerally longer than natural* Thefigns ofaluxas 
tion forwards are, a tunlar formed by the head of the 
bone, which is felt between the coracoid procefk and 
the clavicle, a cavity under the acfopiion, but. lefs 
than in luxations downwards^ the arm is (hortened^ 
the fore-arm a little bent, the elbow more feparated 
from the trunk and fittaated more backwards than in 
other luxations. When the head of the humerus is 
fituated forwards, under the pectoral mufcle, it is diffi- 
cult to reduce J when fituated outwards, is eafy; but the 
moft favorable of all is the diflocation direftly down* 
wards. On the contrary, when the humerus is deeply 
puflied in, and the head of the bone fituated under 
the axilla, it is always attended with danger, as the 
head of the bone preffes oh the axillary veflTels and 
nerves, and produces a train of very ferious fymptoms* 
With fat people thefe luxations are difficult to re- 
duce. 

This celebrated praftitioner has analyfed the great- 
eft part of the different methods employed by Hip- 
pocrates, and has pointed out their inconveniences. 
He prefers the following method, though he does not 
conceive it will be efficient in every cafe : he keeps up 
the extenfion by means of affiftants ; who hold the 
inferior part of the arm whilft others keep the trunk 
and the fcapula fixed; the furgeon then attempts the 
reduftion by embracing with his hands the fuperior 
part of the humerus, and raifing it with a towel 
pafled under the injured axilla and tied round his 
neck. In thefe difficult cafes. Petit invented a ma- 
chine calculated to reduce every fpecies of luxation of 
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the arm : this is a puUy attached to a kind of ambi> 
compofed of two beams joined together by crofs bars J 
this machine terminates on one fide by two branches, 
which are placed both behind and before the breaft ; 
a piece of ticking, with a hole rent in the middle for 
the introduction of the patient's arm, ferving as an 
^' arc boutant'* according to the expreflion of the pa- 
tient, by means of a pouch which terminates it on _ 
each fide, and in which the correfpondent portion of 
the machine was engaged. The fixed part of the 
puUy was of the oppofite fide to thefe branches. A 
filk cord that paffed on the puUies was fixed by one 
end above the condyles of the humerus, and the other 
to the axle tree. The furgeon inclines the machine, 
more or lefs, with the view of relaxing the mufcles as 
much as poffible; prefling the extremity of the ma-? 
chine, where the puUy is attached, againftthe ground, 
with one hand he then makes the extenfion, by mov- 
ing the axle tree, and with the other preffes agsunft 
the fuperior part of the humerus. After the reduc* 
tion, Petit applies compreflTes dipped in alum and 
brandy, and retained by means of the fpica bandage. 
The fore-arm was fupported in a flii^g. 

Heifter enumerates four fpecies of luxation ; down- 
• wards in th^ axilla ; forwards under the pedtoralis ; 
backwards under the fcapula; and outwards under 
the fpine of that bone. 

This furgeon points out a great number, of ma- 
chines for the reduftion of the humerus, but does not 
hold them in high eftimation* He adopts the opi-: 
nion of Gonei and Douglafsj who abfolutdy rejeft 
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the life of all forts of machines, and concurs in think- 
ing that robuft and intelligent affiftants are adequate 
to the purpofe. 

. Duverny is defirous to prove, that the luxation of 
die humerus is in the firft inftance downwards, as 
Hippocrates has obferved, and that the luxations 
forwards and backwards are only confecutive. This 
author conceives that in the luxation forwards the head 
of the bone is fituated between the peftoralis major 
and minor. He fuggefts an improven^ent on the 
anibi of Hippocrates. 

Dupony, Fabre and Hevin, decline the ufe of ma- 
chines. They keep up an extenfion on the wrift and 
a counter extenfion on thefuperior part of the thorax, 
by means of a napkin placed on a cufliion, which 
filled up the cavity of the axilla to prevent any com- 
preffion on the pedoralis major and latiffimus dorfi. 
German furgeons concur in opinion with Petit that it 
is importg.nt to keep the fcapula fixed at the time the 
counter-extenfion is kept up, Richter, in the 7th 
volume of the Bibliotheca Chirurgica, mentions a 
machine, fimple in its conftrudtion, invented by a 
Mr. Huflbn, furgeon, of Amfterdam, which is pre- 
ferred by the Dutch to all others, but he has not 
given a defcription of this inftrument. 

According to Bell, the humerus is more frequently 
luxated downwards in the axilla, fometimes down- 
wards and forwards, and very rarely downwards and 
outwards under the fpine of the fcapula. This fur- 
geon defcribes the means of reduftion moft in uft, 
*nd confid^rs their advantages and inconvenience? : 
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he has alfo given an engraving of the ambi, as ira* 
proved by Freke, which is the fame as Duvemey's, 
with the addition of an axle tree. When this machine 
is employed, the counter-extenfion is kept up by 
mean? of a girth placed on the injured (houlder, and 
fecured to an iron pin fixed in the floor, near the feet 
of the patient, and of the fide oppofed to the luxa? 
tion. This author difapproves of every fpecies of 
lever, and thinks, with Heifter^ that the reduction may 
be always efTefted without the affiftance of machines, 
at leaft when it is recent. Mr. Bell obferves, that fuc- 
cefs is more frequently obtained by the art with which 
the extenfion is diredted than by aftual force. He re- 
tommends thefurg^on toadt in fuchaway as to relax 
the pedtoralis and Other mufcles at the time the ex- 
tenfion is made. 

What has been related is nearly the prafticc ob? 
ferved by the ancients and moderns. We fee that 
authors difagree concerning the place by which the 
head of the bone efcapes, and its fituation fubfequent 
to its dillocation frorn the articular cavity, We find 
in the works of the bcft writers the fame fpecies of 
luxation indicated under different names and the fame 
names applied to different fpecies. After this is itaftor 
nilhing therefore that our ideas (hould be confufedon 
this fubjedl? It is however of the firft importance to 
afcertain, in each fpecies of luxation, the precifepart 
pf the glenoid cavity from which the head of the bone 
has efcaped, the rout that it has followed, and the 
place where it is fituated. An acquaintance with thefe 
•pirpumftances would tend much to point out a proper 
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tppliqation of the curative means. Let us fuppofc 
the glenoid cavity to confift of four edges ; a fupc- 
rior, an inferior, an internal, and an external. It is 
evident that the bone cannot efcape by the fuperior 
edge: the tendon of the biceps, the fupra fpinatus, the 
coracoid and acromion proceffes, the triangular liga- 
ment and the deltoid mufcle form on this fide an in- 
furmbuntable barrier. It is not the fame with refpeft 
to the three others : neither the nature of the articu* 
lation or the furrounding parts afford an infurmount- 
able obftacle to the luxation of this bone ; for by the 
application of an adequate force it will admit of be« 
iDg diflocated at either of its fides. 

In the luxation downwards, the head of the hume- 
rus pafles out of the inferior part of the capfular liga- 
ment, and is fituated between the tendon of the anco- 
neus magnus and that of the fubfcapularis, under the 
inferior edge of the fcapula. In the luxation inwards, 
the head of the bone efcapes at the internal edge of 
the articulation, and becomes lodged between the muf- 
cle and the fubfcapularis foffa. If the bone is lux- 
ated outwards, it will be fituated between the fupra- 
fpinatus and the foffa of the fame name, after having 
torn the external part of the capfule. The two firft 
kind of luxations are frequent, and generally occa- 
iioned by falls* A fall on the fide, whilft the afm is 
feparated from the trunk, the elbow raifed, the direc- 
tion of the head of the humerus downwards, and in- 
deed almoft out of the cavity, will ftretch violently 
the inferior part of the ligament; and if the fall is vio- 
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lent, the ligament will be torn, and the humerus lux# 
ated downwards. 

The luxation inwards takes place on the fame prin* 
ciples, if the elbow isfituated behind and removed 
from the trunk. With refpeft to the luxation out-? 
wards, it is neceflarily a rare occurrence, as no cafes 
have been hitherto related. We can conceive that it 
only can happen but at the time the arm is brought to 
the trunk, and carried towards the oppofite (houlder. 
This accident rarely happens without a concurrence 
of very extraordinary circumftanccs. Such are the 
luxations that we may term primitive. The head of 
the bone, when it has paffed out of its cavity, does 
not always reft in the part where it was originally 
iituated : a frefli fall, the efforts of the patient, the 
inconfiderate conduct of the affiftants, and a number 
of other caufes, may produce an alteration in the na- 
ture of the luxation, which we term confecutive. It 
is thus, that when the butnerus is in th? firft inftance 
luxated downwards, it pafles between the fofia and the 
fubfcapularis mufcle to form the confecutive luxation 
inwards. It is thus that the confecutive luxation 
takes place upwards, when the head of the bone paiTes 
by the inferior or internal part of the capfule, and 
mounts afterwards behind the clavicle. If this third 
fpecies is not what Galen means by his luxation up- 
wards, it is certainly what is meant by Pare ; and the 
planner in which it has been defcribed by this laft au-i 
thor, proves that he has. met with it in his pradtice, 
lipwcyer it is a rare accident ^ and die boiic mounts 
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but by flow degrees behind the clavicle^ and a confi- 
derable time after the primitive luxation.- 

Mr. Default has prcfefved, in his anatomical cabi- 
net, an inftance of this fpecies of luxation. The head 
had fonned a new articular cavity behind the clavi-* 
cle, and was united to the furrounding parts by new 
formed ligaments. 

On the whole, we may diftinguilh five fpecies of 
luxations of the arm ; i. the primitive luxation dowh^ 
wards; 2. the primitive luxation inwards; 3. the 
primitive luxation downwards, and confecutively in- 
wards ;* 4. the primitive luxation downwards or in- 
wards> and confecutively upwards j 5. the luxatioa 
outwards and backwards. 

The luxation downwards is always primitive, and 
when upwards always confecutive ; but the two fpe- 
cies of luxation forward are incapable of being dif- 
tinguiftied from each other ; the commemorative 
figns are the only iheans to diftinguifli them ; and it 
would be the fame with luxations outwards, if they 
were fometimes primitive and fometimes confecutive* 
Agreeable to Petit's idea, and other fubfequent wri- 
ters, if it is not always eafy to diftinguifli whether 
luxations are primitive or confecutive, we can how- 
; ever find no difficulty in difcovering the particular 
fpecies. The fradtUre of the acromion has impofed 
on praditioners fince the time of Hippocrates, as the 
projcftion of this procefs was the only objeft of their 

♦ Thefc two laft fpecies are the fame without doubt ^ tib« 
}mim dpwnwards of Hippocnttes mi Fetit. 

attention* 
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attention. It was the fame with the frafturc of the 
clavicle, which deceived the wrcftlers in the tinae of 
Galen ; but' this could never happen to a judicious 
and attentive furgeon. A frafturc of the neck of the 
humerus is very apt to lead to an erroneous prognof^* 
tic* 

Often the fuperior extremity of the difplaced frag- 
ment of the bone is (ituated forwards and inwards^ 
and feems direfted toward^ the . middle of the clavi* 
cle; the elbow is fituated behind ; the arm, removed 
from the trunk, cannot be brought to the body with- 
out pain^ and the. (hou)der is unnaturally deprefied, 
even more than in a luxation. This laft circumftance 
will alone throw light on the natqreof the complaint; 
but there are other charafteriftic figns, which in ge- 
jieral will lead to a difcovery of this accident, 
, When fwelling has not fupervened, the end of the 
inferior fragment may be felt, which^ from the touch, 
is eafy to diftinguifh froni the head of the bone; and 
unlefs there is extraordinary tumefaftioi^ of the flioxil- 
der, we may be always certain that the head of the 
humerus is in the cavity, and that it is no longer the 
center of revolution for the arm; the crepitus may 
alfo be generally felt, at leaft when the fradlure is re- 
cent. The means that have been adopted for the rc- 
dudtion of luxations may be divided into three gene- 
ral claffes ; in the one, the bone is pufhed into the 
articular cavity without any fenfible extenfion ; in the 
other, the head of die humerus is difeng^ed by the 
^tenfion, and by the adjacent parts conduded into 

its 
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id a third clafs is the refiilt of 

D combined. 

. nployed by Hippocrates, except- 

. y impulfion. When the fifi was 

v.ila, and the elbow removed from the 

...ad of the humerus was pufhed out- 

; .iie fame time that it was drawn upwards, 

\)y the aftion of the mufcles as by the re- 

. of the fuperior motion of the capfular ligar 

.. From the combination of thefe two forces 

re refults one effedt, abfolutely the fame as when 

e elbow is pufhed from behind forwards and from 

::)clow upwards, as in the fecond mode adopted by the 

gymnaftics. 

In both cafes nothing more is done than forcing 
the head of the humerus to Aide on the inferior edge 
of the fcapula, as on an inclined plane : it is the fame 
with the fourth method, where the patient is lifted on 
the (hoiilders of a ftrong man. The ambi, in what- 
ever manner it is applied, afts on the fame principle, 
as it is only a longer and a ftronger lever fubftituted 
for one of lefs length and forces which in the other 
methods was formed by the arm. 

All thefe various methods may be employed, 
though not without bruiling in a greater or lefs de-^ 
gree the head of the humerus itfelf, and the parts with 
which it is connefted ; but in cafes of luxations in- 
wards, to this firft inconvenience we may add their 
inutility, independent of the bruifing and contufion^ 
which in this cafe will produce very ferious confc- 
quences* The head of the humerus docs not, as in 

the 
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the luxation downwards, fonn an inclined plane ; for 
inftead of Aiding into the glenoid cavity, it is puflied 
more under the fubfcapulary fofla, where it remounts 
behind the clavicle. Ic is alfo often impoffible to dif- 
cover the fide in which is the aperture in the capfular 
ligament. 

Extenfion is not produftive of thele inconve- 
niences, fof by this method the articulation and the 
adjacent parts are not fubjeft to contufion. Extenfion 
is calculated for every fpecies of luxation, and its ap- 
plication does not require the fui^eon to be ac- 
quainted with the precife fituation of the opening in 
the capfular ligament : if the extenfion is conveniendy 
applied and properly direfted, the reduftion generally 
takes place of itfelf. In the luxation downwards, for 
example, the hunierus cannot defcend, without pull- 
ing down in folds the deltoid, the fupra-fpinatus, the 
tendon of the biceps, the infra-fpinatus, the fubfca- 
pularis, and even the capfular ligament itfelf. Thefe 
part^, brought back into their fituation by means of 
extenfion, c^rry the head of the humerus upwards ; 
whilft the tendon of the triceps, which had been 
pufhed downwards, is now raifed, and concurs in the 
fame aftion, the efFeft of which is heceffarily to carry 
the bone into the articular cavity. In the luxation 
inwards, the parts fituated on the outfide of the arti- 
culation are dragged forwards and inwards by th^ 
head of the humerus, and thofe fituated on the infide 
are puflied in- the fame diredion. Both of thefe, 
during their extenfion, drag or pufli the head of the 
boae b^kwards jmd outwards* 
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In the primitive luxation down>^ards> and confecu-^ 
tiVely inwards or even upwards, the head of the hu- 
merus, paffing through the inferior part of the capfu- 
kr ligament, drags firft downwards, then forwards 
and upwards, the inufcles, and all the parts which 
cover the fuperior edge of the articulation, and thofe 
on its internal fide. 

When thefe parts are extended, will they not, in 
the firft inftance, piiU the bone downwards, then out- 
wards and upwards, and in faft make it pafs a con- 
trary courfe to what it took when the luxation took 
place? It is then evident that extenfipn will be fuffi- 
cient in all thefe cafes for the reduction without any 
other difpofition of the parts, unlefs adhefion to the 
fuH'Ounding parts has taken place, or the aftion of the 
inufcles altered, from the length of time that has 
paiTed fince the luxation originally took place. It 
fometimes happens that recent luxations are difficult 
of reduftion, although the head of the bone may be 
eafily direfted towards the glenoid cavity. 

Sometimes the opening in the capfular ligament is 
top narrow to permit the bone to repafs through it, 
whilfh the extenfion is kept up. The head of the 
bone, in paffing into the articular xravity, conveys 
with it a portion of the capfular ligament, which is 
again pufhed out of the cavity, as foon as the arm is 
left to itfelf. It is perhaps in fimilar cafes that we 
have fometimes feen rafh and ignorant empirics 
facceed by means of giving extenfive motion to the 
arm, when regular furgeons have viewed them as irrcr 
ducible* . 

There 
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There is one very ferious fymptom, to which ^iiJ 
thors have not particularly attended : this is the palfy, 
which is fometimes confequent to the luxation in- 
wards; Modern praftitioners know, that this acci- 
dent is the efFeft of compreffion or contufton of the 
nerves by the head of the bone^ a circumftance which 
fhould be explained to the patient. 

With refpeft to the pain and fwelling which may 
fupervene after redudtion, the cataplafm moiftened 
with aq* veg. is the application moft in repute. 



Replectioits and Observations on the Punfture 
of the Bladder. 

[By Mn Noel, formerly Surgeon Major in the 
French and American Armies, and now Surgeon 
in Chief to the Hotel Dieu at Rheims. j 

AMONGST the great number of caufes pro- 
dudive of retention of urine in the bladder, 
there is none more frequent than the difeafes of the 
urethfa. The majority of praftitioners are pcrfcftly 
aware, that thefe obftruftions cannot be cured but by 
perfifting in the ufe of a bougie for a confiderablc time 
and in thefe cafes its introdudtion requires pradicc 
and dexterity. It often happens that by ill^reftcd 

endeavoursi 
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endeavours, inftead of removing them, they arc aug- 
m^tcd and increafed to fuch a degree, that the moft 
expert operator cannot introduce the catheter. When 
the difeafc has attained this height it is neceffary to 
have recourfe to the pundtnre. This operation is 
performed in three different ways : i. up thereftum, 
2. ill perinaeo, 3. by the hypogaftric region. Mi\ 
Noel is of opinion, that the operation up the reftum 
is embarrafling, and fubjeA to many inconveniences* 
When the canula of the trocar is left in the inteftine, 
till fuch time as the natural courfe of the urine is re- 
eftablilhed, there is confiderable pain induced every 
time the inftrument is moved, or the patient has 
occafion to go to ftool; if, on the contrary, it is 
withdrawn as foon as the urine is evacuated, does 
not it often happen that the artificial opening 
clofes before the natural one is re-eftabli(hed ? a 
clrcumftance which renders a renewal of the opera* 
tion neceffary. In the operation in perinco, there 
is reafon to apprehend very ferious.fymptoms, as the 
inftrument muft pafs through parts in a ftate of dif- 
eafe, or near becoming fo. It is certain, that in the 
fpecies of retention now treated on, fometimes the 
pcrinaeum and fcrotum partake of that inflammation 
which affeftcd primarily the canal of the urethra; and 
it k not uncommon to fee thefe parts affefted with 
gangrene, confequent to the ineffedual methods em- 
ployed for the cure of the difeafe. According to 
Mr. Noel's opinion, the fe<3:ion in the hypogaftric re- 
gion merits the preference ; as punfturing the bladder 
ia this way is exeippt from the danger and inconve- 
niences 
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niences attendant on the other methods. The pdsi 
to be pun&ured is removed from the feat of the dif-* 
cafe, and the canula of the trocar can be fecurely 
fixed, without the Icaft pain or inconvenience ; and 
whatever fome authors may. aflert to the contrary^ th« 
urine^ Mr. Noel afferts, paffcs out with the greateft 
facility. Mr. Noel then relates the following cafes ia 
fupport of the j uflice of his opinion* 



CASE! 

IN the month of March^ 1787, a man, 60 years 
of age, who for many years had been fubjed to 
ob(lru£tions in his urethra, and was in the habit of 
introducing bougies himfelf, one day was unfortunate 
enough not to fucceed ; on the contrary, the differ- 
ent attempts that he had made brought on a total 
fuppreflion. Immediately the ufual means were 
employed for .his relief, fuch as bleeding, the warm 
bath, drinks, &c, but without fuccefs; and after try -^ 
ing ineffeftually to pafsboth a filver catheter and one 
of the elaftic gum, ,Mt. Noel was called in. From 
the extreme tenfion of the lower abdominal region, 
and the violent pain in the loins, Mr. Noel conclu- 
ded no time was to be loft, .and that recourfe fliould 
be had immediately to the punfture. The patient 

was 
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was placed againft the edge of the bed in an upright 
pofture, and fupportcd by two affiftants. Mr, Noel 
then plunged a curved trocar immediately above the 
fymphifis pubis into the bladder. This inflrument was 
about four inches and a half in length. As foon as 
the (lilet was withdrawn, and the caniila left in the 
bladder, the urine flowed out with even more facility 
than from a healthy urethra; the patient obferved 
that he experienced very little pain. The orifice of 
the canula was clofed with a fmali cork, and main- 
tained in its fituation by a bandage palTed round the 
body. The whole was covered with a napkin three 
times folded, pafled under the loins, and fecured to 
the fide by three firings. To prevent the derange- 
ment that the napkin might occafion to the cork and 
to the proje&ing extremity of the canula, they were 
furrpunded with a linen ring or pad about two inches 
in diameter and one inch in thicknefs. When the 
patient had occafion to make water, he unloofed the 
•ftfings of the napkin, withdrew the cork from the 
canula, and then by inclining a little either to the 
right or left, he pafled his urine without the leafl: dif- 
ficulty. Mr. Noel remarked from the firil day fome 
tenfion in perinaeo, which propagated itfelf to the 
fcrotum : this fwelling became confiderable, and in 
«ight days terminated in a gangrenous abce&, which 
was opened, and nearly a pint of putrid matter dif- 
charged ; half the fcrotum was thrown off* in gan- 
grenous floughs ; but the tefticles having remounted 
towards the abdominal rings, the refl: of this pouch 
was fuflicient to inveft them. As foon as the princi- 
VoL.II. L pal 
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pal fymptoms began to fubfide, Mr. Noel attempted 
to introduce a fmall bougie of the ciaftic gum Into 
the tirethra; though the refiftance was not great, 
Mr. Noel thou^t it prudent not to ufe too much 
fcM'ce. The next day he fucceeded in pafling it into 
the bladdefj and left it in the urethra for two hours 
before he withdrew it. From this time the urme 
began to flow in fmall quantities for the courfe of a 
month. Mr. Noel purfued the fame plan every da]r, 
augmenting from time to time the iize of the bougies 
and fufiering them to remain a longq* time in the 
paiTage. When Mr. Noel found that the urine 
paflld in a full ftream, he withdrew the canula^ and 
in two days the wound was entirely clofed. He re- 
marks^ that he could have withdrawn it fooner ; bat 
as it occaiioned no uneafinefs to the patient^ and as 
)ie was able to pa& and repafs from his chamber, he 
conceived it moil eligible to let it ronain until the 
obfbudions in the urethra were completely reilnoved« 
From thb time he has never had occafion to hare re- 
courfe to bougies, the ufe of which he could not dif? 
penfe with fqr a month for many years, 



CASE 
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CASE n. 



IN July, 1788, Mr. Noel was called in to a cafe 
of retention of urine, dependent on the fame 
caufes as the preceding cafe. The perinseum, as well 
as the fcrbtum, was fwelled, but they were attended 
with lefs pain than in the preceding cafes. The pa- 
tient was afraid of the operation ; and to prevent it 
being neceffary, he drank very little for the fpace of 
five days. In confcquence of this prudent preeau* 
tion, the tenfion of the hypogaftric region was not 
confiderable.* Mr. Noel did not propofe the punc- 
ture, or even bleeding, from the opinion that a gan- 
grenous depofit would take place; and in faft the 
next day, on opening the inferior part of the fcrotum, 
a prodigious quantity of putrid matter was difchajrged. 
This produced a relaxation of the canal, and the next 
day the urine began to flow; two thirds of the JTcro- 
tumfloughed oiF, the fame as in the preceding cafe. 

Mr, Noel obferves, that he relates this cafe merely 
with the intention of fhewing, that in thefe fpecies of 

• In cafes of retention of urine, if the ufc of all df irtks were 
ioilantly fuppreiTed, and the patient fupported by a few fpoon^* 
fuls of jelly, lemonade, wine mid water» to be takisn every half 
hour, time would be gained for the re^eftablilhment of the 
courfe of the urine before the bladder would be filled, and th.e 
ncccffity for the operation by punfturc very rarely occur. 

L z retea- 
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retention the perinsum is more or lefs afTeAed, and 
that any operation, however trifling, will only tend to 
augment the mifchief. Mr. Noel lik^wife remarks, 
that many pradtitioners concur with him in prefering 
the hypogaftric feftion, and that others objeft to it 
from the idea that the urine would pafs through the ca« 
nula with difficulty, and that in old fubjefts the bladder 
would be fituated too deep. The two following cafes 
are related with the view of obviating thefc objcc* 
tions* 



CASE III. 



ON the 2oth of May, 1 790, Mr. Noel was fent 
for to a patient 67 years of age, affliftcd with 
retention of urine. Three days before, a furgeon ex- 
perienced the greateft difficulty in paflSng the cathe- 
ter into the bladder. As this inftrument, which had 
been left in the bladder, was extremely inconvenient, 
it was withdrawn the morning of the day when Mr. 
Noel was confulted with the intention of paffing one 
of the claftic gum. Before they attempted its intro- 
duftion they waited until the evening, to fee if the 
trine would pafs without the affiftance of this infiru- 
liient ; but as all the endeavours of the patient^ joined 
to all the means that were employed, were unattended 

with 
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with fuccefs, the introdudtion of the catheter was 
again attempted, but without fuccefs. At this pe- 
riod Mr» Noel was called in> who immediately 
propofed the punfture as the only means of cure* 
The bladder was extremely tenfe; from the vio- 
lence of the pain, the patient Was impatient for the 
operation. It was immediately performed, in the 
fame manner and with the fame facility as in the 
preceding cafe; the treatment differed only in this 
particular, that inflead of leaving the canula in dur* 
iog the whole treatment, it was withdrawn at the ex- 
piration of twelve days, and one of the elaftic gum 
introduced, without the lead difficulty, in its ftead. 
This was changed every ten or twelve days, to pre- 
vent obftrudtion from concretion, &c. During this 
time Mn Noel was. occupied in the cure of the ftric- 
tures. At the end of the feventh week the urine 
paffed through the urethra with tolerable freedom ; 
the canula was not again introduced ; and five days 
afterwards, by means of flight and conftant com- 
prei&on made by means of a bandage paffed round 
the body, the aperture was dofed, and the patient 
completely cured. 



Lj CASE 
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CASE IV. 



MP. a bookfello*, 66 years of age, for a pe^ 
m riod of twenty yean had pafled his urine 
with difficulty. In the year i773> for the firft time 
he experienced a total fuppreiiion, which was removed 
by bleeding and the warm bath. From this time 
the urine flowed with difficulty ; from the extreme 
(inenefs of the ftream, it was judged that a confident^ 
ble obftruftion exifted. On the iftof July^ ^79^ f 
the fuppreffion was renewed. Towards 7 o*cloc|: in 
the evening M.P. fenc for his furgeon, who bled him 
and ordered the warm bath, with the ufe of drinks^^ 
Thcie means were unattended with fuccefs; from 
the fymptoms being confiderably a^ravated, the 
furg^on was again fent for in the courfe of the night: 
he then attempted to introduce the cadieter, but did 
ftot fucceed. Mr. Noel was lent ibr« At this time 
dbe hypogaftric region was extremely tenfe» accom- 
panied with confiderable pain, extending akn^ the 
courie of the ureters and the loins. Mr. Noel made 
fome flight attempts to pa& a very fmall catheter of 
the elaftic gum, but was equally unfuccefsfbl as the 
other furgeon. It was agreed that he fhould take his 
drink by fpoonfuls, and try again the effeds of the 
bath i thefe endeavours did not fuccecd, and the ne- 
ceffity for the operati<»i by pun&ure was mutually 
agreed on; the content of the patient was obtsuned, 

' and 
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and an hour fixed to perform it. When the furgeonS 
arrived^ no change or augmentatidn of the fymptoms 
was rcQiarked ; in confequence the operation was im- 
mediately performed in the fame manner as defcribed 
in the preceding obfervations. In the courfe of th* 
treatment no circumftance occurred worthy of remark. 
On the 13th day, inftead of the filver canula one was 
fubftituted made of the elaftic gum> about four inches 
and a half in length. Every ten or twelve days Mr. 
Noel obferves that he was bold enough to change the 
catheter, after emptying the bladder ; a pradice he 
did not adopt in the cafe firft related, from the appre- 
henfion that the bladder would recede and fink into 
the pelvis, and that in confequence of this difplace- 
ment the orifice of the bladder would not correfpond 
with the external opening,; a circumftance which 
would neceflarily have rendered the re-introdudtioa 
of the canula almoft impofiible^ and befides expofa 
the patient to the danger confequent to a difiufion of 
the urine. The motive^ Mr. Noel Continues to re* 
mark, that induced him to change the canula in this 
cafe, was the confiderable quantity of tartarous con* 
cretions found on, the infide as well as on the furfacc 
of the canula introduced in the firft cafe, which was 
withdrawn at the expiration of fix weeks. This cir* 
cumftance induced him to hazard the changing of 
the canula in this laft cafe. The facility with which 
it was done, induced Mr. Noel to conjefture that an 
adhefion took place between the bladder and the in- 
fide of the parietes of the abdomen fome days after the 
QpeiatioA, and which eifed:ually prevented all danger 
L 4 of 
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of extravafadon. The ftridlures in the urethra we 
fo completely overcome by perfifting in the ufe of 
bougies^ that the patient pafled his urine nearly in a full 
ftream. Seven weeks tranfpired during his cure, two 
of which only he was neceffitated to keep his bed. 






Cafe of a Necrqfis of the Lower Jaw. 
[By M. DfiVERs, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.3 

CATHERINE Scnigaud, lo years of age, was 
attacked in the year 1785 with the confluent 
fmall-pox, the cure of which was abandoned totally 
to nature. At the end of the difeafe, when defquam- 
mation was taking place, a period when the cure was 
fuppofed to be perfeft, a confiderable pain afFeded 
the left cheek towards the articulation of the lower 
jaw ; four or five days afterwards the part was tenfe, 
hot, fwelled, and accompanied with pungent pain. 
The parents- were poor peafantsi and firom their po- 
verty were compelled to leave it entirely to nature. 
Thefe fymptoms increafed; the fwelling now ex- 
tended as far as the commifTure of the lips ; a confi- 
derable abcefs formed, which broke of itfelf. It was 
fituated on the infide of the mouth, towards the ex- 
tremity of the fuperior branch of the jaw. The pains 

now 
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now leflened for fome days, but the fymptoms were 
foon after renewed, and the fwelling became fo con- 
fiderable that the patient could only fwallow even 
fluids with difficulty. No relief was obtained till a 
new abccfs formed externally, which was opened, 
and a coniGderable quantity of fetid fanious matter 
difcharged. Thfe quantity diminilhed by degrees, 
and at the end of twenty-fix days the opening 
was completely clofed. A (hort time afterwards a 
third abccfs formed^ the inferior dentes molaris, af- 
feftedwith caries, feparated from the jaw; the exter- 
nal fiilulous opening again clofed, and broke out 
again nine different times in the fpace of two years 
and a half. The cicatrix at lad appeared firm, but 
the cheek {till remained fwelled, with a conftant 
oozing of matter in the infide of the mouth* The 
jaws were feparated fome lines from each other; 
they could not be feparated or approached but by 
means of external force, which produced confidera* 
ble pain ; as fuch, no folid food could poilibly be 
taken. 

Such was^ her fituation when fhe was admitted into 
the Hotel Dieu on the loth of April, 1788. Mr. 
Default feparated the jaws fufficiently to introduce his 
finger without ufing any violence ; he felt with its 
extremity a piece of detached bone fituated along the 
branch of the jaw, and engaged in the foft parts only 
by its extremities. Mr, Default then pafTed a pair of 
forceps, and extrafted a fmall portion which broke 
off; he laid hold of it a fecond time, and fucceeded 
in the extraftion of the whole portion. This frag- 
ment 



mtnt comprehended all the branch of the jaw» witk 
its condyle, the coronoid procefs, and the whole infe- 
rior angle. As icon as it was removed» the patien( 
was capable of opening and (hutting the mouth with- 
out pain, and was capable of diafticating folid food 
the next day* He left the hofpital eight days after- 
wards without experiencing the flightcft inconveni- 
ence. The regenerated bone appeared to poffefs the 
fame folidity as the reft of the jaw, and its motions 
were equally perfeft; it was only remarked that 0xe 
new formed bone was fituated lower and projeded 
more putwards than the other branch of the jaw* 



Cafe of a critical Abcefs in the Groin, which terminated 
in Gangrene, and ajfforJed a Dif charge to the F^ees, 

[By Mr. Viblle, formerly Surgeon to tlie Hotel 

Dieu.j 

A WO MAN named Villette, S5 years of age, 
and of a weak conftitution, was attacked with 
a putrid fever in the beginning of November. 1789. 
The difeafe was treated according to the opinion of 
an empiric. A critical abcefs formed in tlie right 
groin, which terminated in gangrene. On the 5th 
of the following December Mr, Vielle was con- 

fulted 



iyied for the firft time. There was a fcrflt and livid 
tumor, about the fize of the fid, in the center c^ 
which was an aperttiure (bextrmiely fmall that it fcarce 
admitted the difchargc of afm^ quantity of pus* 
The pulie was weak and concentrated, and the pa- 
tient in a date of marafmus* After Mr. Vielle was 
facisfied from her relations that Qit had never been 
afflided with a hernia, he cautiouily enlarged the ori- 
fice by cutting on a grooved director. A putrid 
fames was difcharged, arvd the wound drefied with 
lint dipped in brandy as v^ell as the reft of the dref* 
fings- 

The next and the following days the pledgets were 
dipped in a decodion of bark and honey, and covered 
with comprefles wet with brandy, as in the preceding 
evening. One drachm of bark was prefcribed to be 
taken every morning for the eight firft days, and a 
drink of decoftion of rice fweetened with fyrup > of 
mafhmallows. The progrefs of the gangrene feepied 
checked from the feventh day after the enlargement 
of the orifice, and fuppuration began to take place. 
On the 1 2th the edges of the wound were of a Ver- 
million colour, and the bottom deterged in three days 
afterwards, except in its middle, where there re- 
mained a blackifh efcar of the fize of the nail, which 
was detached by the 17 th, on which day Mr. V^Uej, 
on removing the pledget which covered the efcar, 
&und it tinged with fseces ; he alfo remarked an 
opening fituated at the crural arch, which admitted 
the introdudlioQ of a large found in the inteflinal 
tube. From this period the woiuid was diefle4 dry 

and 
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tnd covered with comprefles 'dipped in weak lime 
water. The wound foon filled up, and cicatri- 
zation took place from the circumference to the cen« 
ter, which was completed by the 27th. There ftill 
remained a fi(hilous opening, though fmaller than 
before, which gave iffue to the fseces. Mr. Vielle 
placed a cu(hion on the fiftulous orifice, and retained 
it by the fpica bandage for the groin. This was re- 
moved every day, and the parts well cleaned ; and 
by mean^ of keeping up this preffure for the fpace of 
fifteen days, the fiftula was perfedly clofed, and a 
firm cicatrix formed. Two years have tran(pired 
fince her cure without her experiencing the flighted 
inconvenience. 



CONTINUATION OF THE DISEASES 
OF THE URINARY ORGANS. 

Retention of Urine from fwelling of tht JProftt^ette. 

TH E truth of an enlarged proft/ate producing 
retention of urine is proved by daily obferva- 
tion; but independent of this confideration, we have 
only to corifider the connexion of the profl;^ate with 
the beginning of the urethra, and to recoiled that 
this part of the canal is only of a membranous tex- 
ture. 
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turc, and we muft conceive that the fwelling of this 
gland can fcarce tajce place without in fome degree 
contrafting that part of the urethra which it em- 
braces. The fwelling of the proftrate may depend 
on inflammation, abcefs, or (tones formed in its fub- 
ftance; it may arife from varicous fwellings of the 
veffels which circulate through it ; or it may depend 
on fwelling or fchirrus induration. Our diagnoftic 
of the retention of urine produced by either of thefa 
caufes, (hould be regulated by our knowledge of the 
fymptoms peculiar to each, combined with the gene- 
ral fymptoms of retention. When this accident is 
produced by inflammation of the proftrate, the re- 
tention is foon produced, and the fymptoms rapidly 
advance. The patient at firft experiences a fenfe of 
weight and heat in perinaso, and in the anus; he 
foon complains of a conftant pulfatory pain, extend- 
ing to the neck of the bladder: this pain is aug- 
mented on going to ftool; he is afFefted with tenefmus 
and frequent defires to make water, accoitipanied 
with a fenfation as if the re<5him was plugged up with 
faeces ready to be evacuated ; and by paffing the fin- 
ger up the reftum, the projeftion formed by the 
proftrate may be diftindtly felt at the anterior part of 
the gut.* In evacuating the urine a confiderablc 

* J. L. Petit| in his pofthumous works, vol. 3, page 271 men- 
tions a new fymptom of the fwelling of the proftrate : he fays, 
*' that if the furgeon will infpe6t the patient at the time of go« 
ing to ftool, he will find the anterior part of the projection 
formed by the faeces, hollowed in confequence of pafling over 
the proftrate in a fwelled ftate preffing againfi the anterior part 
of the reftum. 

time 
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time elapfcs in paffing the firft drops; and if incrcafed 
efforts are made for its expuUion, a new ohftacie 
oriies^ for thcproftrate is pufhed more and more 
ugainft the neck of the bladder, ctofes its apcrtiirc, 
nor can the patient make water till he fnfpends his 
efforts. The ftream of the urine is fmall, and the 
pain in difcharging it proportioned to the degree cf 
inflammation afTecting the protlrate. There is one 
particular fymptom atteiKling this fpecies erf reten- 
tion, which is^ that when a bougie or found is intio* 
duced, it eafily pafles as far as the proftrate, where it 
is flopped, and the contaft is attended with extreme 
pain. Thefe circumAances are accompanied with 
the general fymptoms indicative of inflammation^ 

This, as well as alt kinds of retention produced by 
fwelling of the proftrate, or by other obftrudions ia 
the urethra^ are in general more dangerous in them* 
felves than thofe which are only occafioned by weak* 
nefs of the bladder^ In thefe laft there is no reafon 
to apprehend that the paflage to this vifcus will be 
clofed : the urethra being free, its (ides are not ap> 
plied with fufficient clofenefs to each other to obibud 
the flow of urine, which, after diftending the blad^ 
der, is evacuated by the re-aftion of this vifcus, af- 
filed by the a6tion of tiie abdominal mufcles. 

In cafes of this defcription, patients generally live 
for many years without experiencing any ferious ac- 
cident ; but it is very different when they arife from 
obftrudions in the urethra ; for independent of the 
natural refifl:ance of this canal, the accidental obfta-« 
tries which arife from its contradionoccafion a greater 

degree 
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degree of reMaxice than the tunics of the bladder^ 
which burft when.diflended beyond their tone^ la 
thefe cafes the ii^dicatioa is clear ; for as rdblution is 
themoft favorable termination of every fpecies of 
inflammation, all our endeavours fliould be direfled 
to this end ; thus bleeding from the arm, leeches to 
the margin of the aims, warm baths, emollient clyf* 
ters, and pbuhices applied to the pertnasum, are tho 
different means we fhould employ. All anti-phlo* 
gi(tic drinks, which are efficacious in all other inflam- 
matory difeafes, in fjnefe cafes are more injurious 
than trfeful, for tJie Symptoms are aggravated by ac« 
celerating the fecretion of urine^ Infteadof drink, 
the patient (hould take fome flices of orange, or a 
few fpoonfub of linfeed tea, or pf decoftion of dog's 
tooth, &c, but whatever iTieans are employed, they 
are in general ilow in their eflfed, and the fymptoms 
are po urgent to admit waiting until their natural 
courfe is rercflablilhed. Sometimes the bladder Jofes 
its elafticity from the too violent diftenfion of its fir 
bres. The ufe of the catheter now becomes necef- 
&ry } but from the contraftion of that part which 
paffes through the proftrate, the introdudion of this 
inftniment becomes diffiailt and painful. We fuc* 
ceed genemlly better with a large than a fmall cathe* 
tcr; it may be made either of'filver or elaftic gum. 
When there is occafion to leave it in the canal, that 
of the elaftic gum fhould be preferred ; but whatever 
catheter is employed, it generally paflcs with eafe as 
far as the proftrate, where it is flopped, not only by 
the tightncfs of the canal^ but by the alteration in the 

curvature 
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curvature of this canal ; fot the proftrate cannot fwdl 
without pufliing forwaid and upward or fideway^, that 
part of the urethra, behind which it is fituated ; a 
confideration which (hould conftantly b^ kept in 
view with refpedt to the length and diredtion that 
(hould be given to the beak of the catheter, which 
(hould be longer and more curved; and in paf&ng it, 
it (hould be more raifed than in other obftrui6tions of 
the caiial. After being aflured as much as poffible 
that the end of the catheter correfponds exaftly to 
the diredion of the urethra, and that its obftacle to 
its entrance into the bladder depended no longer on 
the tightnefs of the pafrage> we have no rcafon to fear 
making a falfe paflage by puihing on the inftrumentf 
which will certainly dilate the canal through which it 
pafles fooner than deviate into a wrong diredtion. 
We muft acknowledge, however, that it would be 
dangerous for the young and unexperienced prac- 
titioner to regulate his practice by this rule, Td.pafs 
the catheter with boldnefs requires coriCdcrable prac- 
tice, joined to a perfed knowledge of the different 
curvatures of the paflfage. With the advantages of 
this experience,the lituation and diredion of the beak 
of the gorget will always be known. If the inflru- 
ment is forcibly puQied on, at the time the beak is 
held too low, or inclined on one fide, a falfe pafTage 
will inevitably be formed, by tearing the membra-r 
nous part of the urethra ; an accident highly danger- 
ous, and which cannot fail to increafe the inflamma- 
tion of the proflrate, and render the introdudion of 
the inftrument ftill more difficult; and under thefe 

' circum- 
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eircii&ftahdss the opferation of punAuring the b(ax}i 
iter ibove the pubis will txpoCe the jpJirtknt to left 
dinger. The cafes adduced by Mn Noel fenrc to 
prove the advantagesr of this mode of c^ratihg; fe^^ 
fidei ra cafes of inflatiimation of the proftrabe, ive 
have particular reafon to ei^peft fuccefs froni the ope^ 
ration by pundure, for a& it is the nature of inflam* 
mation to terminate fooh if rf^folutioh takes pbice^ 
there is not any neeeffity to leave (he caaiuk in th« 
bkdder for any confiderable time; and the urethri 
now being free, will adihit of the pafla^ qf abound 
We ihould however remark*, that notwithftandingtfan 
fiumbet' of fuctefsful cafes yheie pnndture haa* beea 
performed^ it is oertaidiy attended with danger, ahil, 
ihouM never be praftifed till after repeateyJaifcl.ffuitW 
kfs' endeavours to iQtroduce the catheter, and' 4fler 
attemptji^g to procure a flow of urine by leavu^ k 
bougi^ in the pafiage for feviend hours ; a fortunate 
f vent which by this ^eans hasi been often pcoeitred^ 
although the ^ftacle remained. On thcfeofccafibns 
a confyltation fhould always fcje held; anct if tKfc 
taeans mentioned above are 'then n^ifuccefsfuli rth 
courfe flioul^ bje had withoi^t befitation to, the^^Or 
tare. • - * 

But fuppoBng a catheter can be introduced as tar 
asthfe neck of the bladder, (hquld it fee left M'^ the 
paffage or not after the eva^ua,tio«i ^ th^npne?. It 
is ciertain that its prefende in that portion <>f tfc^^r^ 
thra'fehtbracedby the ptoftrite cah oliiy* ijg^avafe 
the ifaflammatibi^ of that gUnS; oh th<i dth6r ha,n4 
we have reafea tofear that if it fe. withdi^Vh^y its ts^t 

y^. n. M ii^ti:o4u.aion 
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inti'oduftion will become impoffible ; under fhefe cin 
cumftances it is difEcult to apply a general precept* 

When inflammation of the proftrate does not ter- 
minate in refolution, fuppuration is the frequent refult. 
This fuppuration appears not to attack the body of 
the gland, but the furrounding cellular texture which 
connects the lobes which compofeit ; this appearancehas 
been remarked ia ma^y fubjefts diiTefted at the Ho- 
tel Dieu. Though we have feen very extenfive abcef- 
fes in this gland^ we have never yet feen an inftance 
ivhere it his been deftroyed by the fuppurative pro- 
cefs: on the contrary we have remarked that it has 
remained larger than its natural fize^ and that the cel« 
lular texture was moiftcned with pus. Little facs or 
follicles of pus are often found between its lobes; and 
v/hen the depoiit has been coniideraUe they have 
been generally fituated on the outiide of the gland, 
either between it and the bladdpr or on the fide of 
the rectum. 

We know, when retention of urine is kept up by a 
fwelling of the proftrate in a ftate of fuppuration, 
when the fymptoms of inflammation exift after the 
eighth day from the invafion of the difeafe, and that 
after increafing in violence till that period, they have 
appeared to din^inini, and once more to augment in 
force^ and when the fever is exacerbated in the even- 
ing and preceded by (hiverimg^ 

Thefe fymptoms clearly prove the fuppuration of 
the proftrate; but there is no particular figh that de* 
cidedly indicates whether the pus is infiltrated in the 
gkhd J or an ^bcefs formed : and in this caJ(e, the 

prccifc 
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pr^ife place of its fituadoti cannot be afcertained« 
The prognoftic of this difeafe is not the fame in each 
of thefc fpecies of fuppuration : in general an abcefs 
in the body of the gland is attended with lefs danger 
than a general affection of its cellular fubiUnce; in 
this iaft cafe a cure is rarely obtained, for the pus 
being difTetninated in all points of the gland» cannot 
make its way externally, nor are the fymptoms fufii- 
ciently clear to juftify an incifion of the proftrate with 
the view of facilitating its evacuation, which, though^ 
it might favour the exit of the matter near the edges, 
would contribute little to the difcharge of the pus fi- 
tuated at a greater diftancet In thefe cafes nature 
&metimes» though rarely, produces a cure by a re-ab- 
forbtion of the pus : but where the fuppuration is iitu« 
ated in the cellular covering* of the proftrate, or 
between that gland and the neck of the bladder, it 
often breaks fpontaneoufly into that vifcus or is opened 
by the beak of the catheter, when the pus >yill pafi; 
through the inftrument, and by this means every ob* 
/lacle will be removed that prevented the dfterfion 
and cicatrization of the pouch that contained it^ l£ 
the matter is feated near the redtum, or in pcrinao, 
^nd its exiflence and (ituation are clear to the touchy 
a larg? ppening is advifeable to facilitate the cure. 
In thefe different cafe§ the indication of cure admit? 
of variation, bvjt in all the ufe of (he catheter is ne- 
ceffary, and fon^etimes indifpenfabje fpr Jthe eva^ 
cuation of the urine; and as it is neceflary tha^ i^ 
ihould remain in the bladder, it fhould be made of 
th^ ddjRxQ gum in preference to filver, Qreat cau* 

M z tion 



tion Ihould be lifed in its introduAion. When tfie 
matter is formed, and the prominent part of the 
abccfs is fituated towards the tirethra or neck of the 
bladder, it is often ruptured, on the introduftion 
of the catheter, by the beak of the inftxument. We 
fire apprized of this happening by the pus being dif- 
charged without any mixture of urine. In this cafe 
we (hould wait till the difcharge is ceafcd, then with- 
draw the inftrument for a few lines to difengagc it 
from this falfe paflage, then eleyate the beak and pafs 
it on into the bladder. 

When theabcefs burfts fpontaneoufly^the pus which 
is difcharged mixes with the urine. Whether tte 
abcefs breaks into the urethra or into the bladder, it 
is convenient to let the catheter remain in the bladder 
arid to perfift in its ufe till the urine ceafes to be pu- 
rulent. In the firft cafe it is neceffary, to prevent 
thcurine in its paflage through the urethra, coming 
in contaft with the feat of the abcefs ; in the fecond 
cafe, injedlions flightly detcrfivc Ihould be thrown 
Into the bladder twice a day, and repeated frequendy. 
Th^ firft quantity that is thrown in (hould be fuffered 
to pafs out immediately : this ferv'es to dilutfe the 
J)U5, and to clean out the bladder and the feat of the 
abcefs. The laft quantity injeded (hould be allowed 
to remain in the cavity, as it tends, by mixing with 
the urine, to render it lefs irritating : for this inten- 
tion barley water Is generally employed, aflifted with 
the ufe of a diuretic tifan. Retention of urine pro- 
duced by ftoney concretions in the proftrate, has been 
lioticed by Mbrgagni : he mentions many cafes of this 

nature 
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Mlufe that he met with in difledioni and cites a numr 
ber of fimilar inftances noticed by his predeceffprs* 

Thefe ftoney concretions admit of great variety ii| 
their number, fituation, fize, figure^ and internal or^ 
ganization. Many ilones have been found in t^ 
fame gland. In feme fubjefts, they were containe4 
in cavities in the form of iinuiles hollowed in .the 
proftratc. They have been found at the terminatioii 
bfthe vafadeferentiaand along the courfe of thofe 
canals* 

Thefe flones have been found as fmall as a millet 
feed, and fometimes of the fize of a large cherry j 
fometimes round and fmooth* and fometimes long 
and their furface irregular. Some have had the ap* 
pearance of gravelly earthy and w^e placed in the 
middle of the gland; fome appeared like infpif- 
fated femen^ and were found fituated in the canals of 
the vafa dcferentia ; but the majority of thefe con^* 
cretions were of the nature of urinary calculi, and 
lodged in a kind of iinus as aboire menticxied: 
the formation of thefe calculi lead to a fufpicion 
that a fiflure or crevice in the urethra or neck of the 
bladder has been left, occafioned by abceffes, or by 
retentions of urine of long (landing, where the ufe 
of the bougie has been neglefted. The urine, itt 
paffing over this aperture, becomes diffufed in the 
pouch of the abceis, or infinuates itfelf into the cello* 
lar fubHance of the proftrate and precipitates thefo 
tartarous concretions. Thefe calcubus depofijs fome- 
times take place after the lateral operation for tbfl 
ftone, ?when the external woiind is clofcd previous tQ 
M 3 the 
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the rt-union of the internal wound, from whcncgrre* 
fults a fpecies of internal fiflula } or the urine, in 
tonfequence of its remaining and ftagnating in the 
cavity, depofits an earthy matter, which, by the ad* 
dition of new lamina^ is fufceptible of confiderablc 
^ increafe. 

The prefence of ftones ifl the proftfate is announced 
by no particular pathognomonic fign. Retention of 
urine, and difficulty in the ejaculation of the femen, 
are only fymptoms common to many other afFedtiom 
of the proftrate and urethra* By the introdudion of 
the finger up the redkum, we are enabled to afcertain 
whether this gland is augmented in iize or not ; but 
we obtain no information by thefe means of the caufc 
or the nature of the enlargement. When the ftonf 
in the proftrate prcfents a bare furface in the urethra^ 
it can be known by the coUifion that takes place in 
pafiing the found; but its precife (ituation, whether 
in the proftrate or bladder, is difficult to determine : 
for fuppofe that the paffage of the inftrument is 
checked by a projedting portion of the encyfted 
ftone in the proftrate, we can with propriety doubt 
whether this is not a calculus of the bladder engaged 
in the urethra ; and in the cafe where no impediment 
arifes to the paflage of the catheter, and it paffes over 
the point of the expofed ftone, there is equal rcafon 
to doubt whether the ftone is fituated near the neck 
of the bladder or if it is really lodged in tlic proftrate* 

This incertitude however with refped to the di^« 
hoftic, does not influence the pradice ; for wherever 
ihe ftone tz^ay be fituated^ either in the proftxate^lad^ 
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dcr> or at its neck, its extraftion becomes neceffary^ 
and the fame operation is applicable in either cafe. 
It coniifts in making an incifion in perinaso and in 
theproftrate, as in the lateral operation 2 if the cal- 
culus is in the bladder, the incifion facilitates its ex^ 
tradtion ; if the extraneous body is encyfted in the 
proftrate^ it is more eafily difcngaged* It is poffiblc 
indeed that the wound will not exactly correfpond ta 
that part of the proftrate which contains the ftone j 
but in this cafe, after afcertaining its precife fituation 
by introducing the finger into the wound, the furfacc 
of the cyft can be incifed with the point of the bif- 
torny and the calculus eafily extrafted. 

Another caufe of fwcUing of the proftratc which 
more frequently occurs, is the varicous enlargement 
of its veffels, and of thofe which ramify in the cellu- 
lar fubllance that connects thenecic of the bladder to 
the beginning of the urethra4 From anatomy we 
learn that thefe veiTels form a plexus obvious to the 
eye^ without the afliflance of injedions. This vaf- 
cular plexus is fufceptible of confiderable dilatation, 
and we may often remark a fpecies of knobby proi 
jeftion about the neck of the bladder, fimilar to va- 
rices fituated in other different parts of the body. Iq 
this difeafe the body of the proftrate is lefs enlarged 
than the cellular fubflance, &c. which invefts it, the 
texture of which is fometimes foft and fpongy, fome- 
times denfe and hard, in proportion to the length of 
time the complaint has exifted : in fad: thefe varicous 
fwellings prefent the fame varieties as hemorrhoidal 
tumors^ to which they are extremely analogous and 
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Htkh whom they Are often cottiplicated. One orhotH 
of thefe difea^ alterations a^e as often tj;ie eficd ^i 
the caufe of reteation of urbe^ or of conftipacipn^ 
No circumftance contributes more to produce tbem 
than the efforts of patients to urine or to evaquau^ 
tfe^ir faces. 

Violent contraftion pf the abdominal tiiu/clps, hf 
ftropgly compteffing the vif^era contained in the ab-» 
Nominal cavity^ will occafion a difficulty in the rernqx 
of the blood by the iliac and mefenteric veiTels^ 
which will produce a difleniion of the veins in peri^ 
naso and necefliirily occafion a fwelling of the conne6t-< 
ing part3« In this cafe the varicous fwelling of the 
prbftrate is confecutivc to the retention of urine* A 
fwelling o£ this gUnd often precedes retention of 
urine^ of which it is the primary caufe. Thefe dif- 
pofitions frequently happen among old men, o^ 
young men who have abufed their conftitutions bif 
excefs in drinking or venereal indulgencies^ It alfb ^ 
often occurs to thofe who have had frequent gonorr-- 
hitzSf or who have been fubjeft to the piles, comjdi- 
cated with abdominal obflruAions^ 

We know when retention of urine is to be attri- 
buted to the varicous ftate of the proflratc. Firft, by 
the reunion of fymptOins common to the fwelling of 
this gland. Secondly, by the flownefs with which the 
retention takes place; generally preceded by a diffi*^ 
culty in making Water, which progreflSvely increafes 
every time the parienc rides on horfeback or in a car- 
riage, and indeed after any kind of exercifc or af* 
tcr taking any heating liquon or ftimulating food* 

Thirdly, 
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IrUpdijr^ b^ ttie ibdoleiice or wAolt of fen^ifity W 
tlie mmorf a dUppfition Wbicb may be 4iftiogMi0^ 
by com^ceffing thi& gland with the finger ioiarodvced 
Upthereftum* fourthly, by the abfecce of ikuut;-- 
i,Dg in paifiag the urins and of other fy mpcoms pectin 
iiar U) mh^ fpeciies of enlargenaeDt of tke proftxaie, 
and by the prefeace of ibnoe of the predi4>o£ng cauies 
which harve beea ijioticed before* When the urine is 
completely retained, it is neceflary to iatrodiure the 
cadieter ; an operation by no means always eafy evei^ 
to the moft expert furgeon. The rules and pr6cai>* 
tions ive memioned when treating of the inflamed 
pnoflrace^ may be hcpe with propriety applied. When 
the fweliitig of the g^and in varicous, we /hould be 
particularly attentive to employ a large fis&ed cathet^ 
made of the eiaftic gum. When an obilradion oc-^ 
Curs to the paffiige of the inftrument from a contrao- 
tioA ip Ac canal, inftead of wididrawing the catheter 
with the view of reneiering the attempt, it is beft for 
die operator, if he is confident that the beakof faia 
iaftroniefit correfpondis to. tlie axis of the canal, to 
puih with fome force againft the obftrudion, and ta 
teft it in that pofition, ' The preflure of the beak 
s^ainft th^ internal tptmbraiie of the urethra tends to 
colarge the paiTage, and facilitates the int;rodudroa 
of the inftrument a fecond time : by perfifling in thij^ 
plaa, &Qasar or later it can be paiSed into the bladder. 
Widiihis ii^dicjUion, bougies made <>f cat-gut have 
been cm^oyed; Whci^ they havebeea io^tioduced 
into thepafia^y .they are to be fecured in the manner 
tti»iy/d]{e6k^ Thsf. ikell in eonfe^vraoe of the. 

humidity 
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liirmidity of the urethra : they Teparate and pit(s Ae 
falts of thetirethra from eich other, by which meaas 
the paffagc will admit of a new bougie being paffod 
fjinlicr up. Mr. Default, previous to his acquirii^ 
that dexterity in diftinguiftiingdifeafes of the urethra, 
(which from long practice he can do with great accu- 
racy,) ufed fuccefsfully to employ the cat*gut bougies, 
but they are fubjeft to the following inconveniences, 
I- Their aAion ia too flow,>hen the fymptoms de- 
pendent on retention are urgent. 2. They arc too 
lliff to accommodate themfelves to the different cur- 
vatures of the urethra, confequently their introduc- 
tiun is attended with pain. 3. They cannot be ufed 
twice in fucceffion. 4. It is necefiary to withdraw 
them every time the patient has occafion to make 
water; a circumftance that renders a confiderablc 
lonlumption of thefe bougies neceflary and requires 
the conilanc attention of the furgeon. It happens 
foinctimes that veflels are ruptured on pafling the ca- 
theter and a flow of blood procured more or lefs 
abundant. This accident, inftead of being injurious 
is olien ufeful : it is a topical evacuation, which un- 
loaib the veilels and facilitates the paflage of the in- 
ftiuLUcnt. When this flow of blood does not take 
place, and when the catheter cannot be pafled, leeches 
have been recommended to be applied to theperinaeum 
as IV cU as bleedbg by the arm. Thefe means, though 
inferior in efficacy to topical bleeding, have been 
ronic times attended with fiiccefs. After the evacua- 
tion of the urine by means of die catheter, it fhould be 
iu^crcd to leaMua m the bladder; is^ prcfence in die 
\ qietbri 



. «rethra becomes necdD&ry to diflipate the A^elling of 
the proftrate, as well as <^ that portion of the urethra 
which pafles through that gland. Its ufe fhould be 
perlifted in for a confiderable time, and it is proper to 
withdraw it ^very eight or ten days and replace it by 
a frefli one ; by this means we avoid the inconveni* 
ence refulting from tartarous incRiflations« 

A perfea cure cannot be expefted in lefs than 
fix weeks of two months jrf this treatment, and even 
then the patient is fubjeft to a relapfe. To prevent this 
from talcing plade, the ufe of bougies fhould be relln- 
quifhed by degrees, and they (hould be Worn in the 
night even after the cufe hks apparently taken place. 

When we refled: on the analogy which exifts be- 
tween the varicous fwelling of the^ proftrate and^ vari- 
ces of the legs, we (hall fee that the fame principles 
arc applicable to the treatment of both: for in the 
latter aflfeftlon We find from experience, that com- 
preflion, long continued and exadUy applied, is the 
only means of cure : catheters aft partly on the lame 
principles : this confideration fuggefted the employ of 
leaden bougies; for it was coiiceived that in confe- 
quence of their weight, the compreffion would be 
ftronger and their eiSFeft quicker and more obvious: 
butthefe cannot, like the bougies of the elaftic gum, 
afford a paffageto the urine; nor have they fufficient 
folicfity to fuhnount the obftacles of the urethra; and 
though flexible, they are too hard to adapt themfelvet 
cafily to the curvature of the urethra; befides there if 
reafon to apprehend, from their too violent com- 
preffion oa fpmcpansof the «apal, efchars may be pro* 

duced 
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doced which might terminate in gangrene* The fuc* 
€t& from the uTe of bougies in ihieCe cafes is not to be 
mttributed wholly .to compreflioni their refidence in 
the canaly inciuces a kind of pfalogoiis in this part 
imd in the proftrate which afiifls the fubfidence of the 
fweUing» This flight inflammation that ia brought on 
is foon followed with a difcharge of purulent matter, 
more or leis abupdant> from whence refults an obli* 
jt^ratipn of the veflels and dilated cells; whilfl the ca- 
tipieter, keeping up the dilatation of the paflage» (dur- 
ing this effort of nature,) preferves the liberty of the 
canal* This opinion^ the editor remarks, is only con- 
jeftural, but that it appears con^ftent with truth and 
prpbfibility. 

. The fwellmg and fchirrus induration of the prof- 
ile is a difeafe to which old men and thofe who have 
had frequent gonorrhseas are particularly liable. It is 
l^ot however always produced by venereal virus^ but 
^ may be affeded by tetters, pfora, or by a concealed 
fcrophulous difpoiition. The fize and hardnefs of 
this gland vary materially in proportion to the time 
that the fwelling has exifted. It is often found of a 
1 1 cartilaginous texture^ but more frequently of the ap- 

! pearance of hogs fldn» and appears filled with a kind 

ci infpiffated lymph. Sometimes it is .increafed to 
I Rouble or even triple its natural fize, I. L. Petit fays 

' that he has feen it as large as the fift. Sometimes we 

I $n4 the whole gland affeded with fchirru^ and at 

,| othen we find it only partially affeded with this kind 

I dFiDduration% Our diagncrftic of this difeafe Is drawA 

irom the fymptoqas common to the tumejaftion of 

^ • the 
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Hkt proltrate, conjoined with the ctimtnetnoratitc^ 
remote, and proximate caufe. The faardnefs of the 
gland can be difcovered by the introdudion of thd 
finger up the reftum^ ^hich is attended with little 
pain. When the fwelling is not of long (landings 
and it af ifes from a tenereal caufe, our proghoftid 
may be mot^ favourable than when the cothplailit it 
complicated with fcrophnk or any other difeafed dif^ 
poiition; When it has oiice taken on a cartilaginous 
texture, no hopes can be Entertained of a cuit. 

Retention of urine being a general fymptom of 4 
fchirrus affeftioA of the prbftrate, the introduftioh of 
the catheter becomes neceflary, and an operatibn 
always attended With more difficulty than in 4ny 
other fwellings of the proftrate; for the hafdnrfs d£ 
the gland prevents it from yielding to cOmpreffioni 
Catheters of a fmall diameter fucceed better than 
thofe of a larger fize. It frequently happens that W< 
are obliged to employ fome degree of force to feparaci 
the fides of the Urethra { and the ftilet ufed in dhe 
elaftic gum catheters not being fufficiently folid^ 
the furgeon is obliged tO fubftitute a filter one, of 
the fame fize as thofe employed for children. It 
fometimes occurs that notwithftanding the finallneft 
of the inftrunient^ we cannot fucceed in paffing It 
without employing a boring motion; but in dbing 
this it is effential to attend ftriAly to the direftion of 
the canal, which (hould always correfpond to the 
beak of the inftrumcnt. When it is paffed into the 
bladder, it fhould be fecured to two ligatures fattened 
to the rings at its extremity, then paffed under the 

buttocks. 
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buttocks to each fide of the groin, and there fixed ta 
a bandage. After the catheter has been worn two or 
three days, it becomes loofe in the canal, which will 
now admit of the introduftion of one of the elaftic 
gum, which will be more readily paflTed with its ftilet; 
it fhould be fecured with cotton ligatures round th<^. 
glans penis. This (hould he left in four or five daysj 
at the expiration of which a larger one may be 
paiTed; and after the f^me period has elapfed, it may 
be again withdrawn, and one dill larger employed^ 
This plan may b^ perfifted in for foyr or five times, 
till the urethra has attained its natural fize. In fadb 
the ufe of the bougies (hould not be relinqui(hed till 
the.difcharge occafioned by their prefence is flopped, 
and the prpfbrate reduced to its natural fize, whicl\ 
generally does not take place till the 30th or 4Q]tl\ 
day after the treatment, and fometimes not till 2, 
later period. In thefe cafes, if there is any prevalent 
conflitutional affedion, fuch as a venereal or fcro<( 
phubus taint, appropriate remedies (hould be em* 
ployed. We (hall not at prefent difcufs^ the fubjeft 
of bougies ufed in thefe complaints, that are fuppofed 
to pofTefs a fuppurative property, for we are of opi^ 
nion that they are ufelefs and inoflicacious, and at; 
the fame time we mean to dedine a feparate article tQ 
the trc4tm?nt of this fubjea^ 



Cafes 
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Cajis ef UmUUcal liernU^ cured by Ligature^ 

[By M. Plaignavd, D,M. Surgeon to thel^dt€l 
Dicu.l 

CASE I, . 

MARNAY, two years of age, had an um-f 
• bilical hernia two months after his birth^ on 
which uniform comprelfion had been made for fir 
fucceffive months without any advantage being de-- 
rived. As the tumor progreffively increafed in fize^ 
the child was brought to the Hotel Dieu qn the 234 
of January, 1 79 1 v The tumor terminated in a point, 
and was an inch in length from the bafe^to its extre- 
mity; the umbilical ring was extremely dilated; the 
parts admitted of being eafily reduced, when thejr 
immediately returned into the hernial fac. Mr. De-? 
fault propofed the radical cure by the ligature on the 
integuments and hernial fac; a method which he has 
frequently employed, and with'the moft complete an4 
perfeft fuccefs. The operation was performed in th? 
following manner: the Infant was laid on his back, 
when the furgeon reduced the contents of the herni^ 
and by means of preffure with his finger retained' 
them in the scbdominal cavity, retrafting at the fame 
time a fmall portion of the ikin at the bafe of the 
tumor ; he raifed and fupported the umbilicus, whilA 

an 



f r^ > 

an afliftant cncompafTed it by a Ugature of waxc4 
thread paffed feveral times round its bafe, and f^ured 
at each by the furgton's knot. iThe ihfa« cr- 
prcffed more impatience than pain during the time of 
the operatioQ4 The parts cxmiprtfed in tht Mgatiirfe 
were covered with lint and a thick compreft fecured 
by a circular bandage fuftained fuperiorly by a fear 
pulary» The child was taken away by the motherj^ 
and brought again the next morning; from her ac- 
count the infant had fuffered little, and had enjoyed 
uiiinterruj;>ted fleep. Little change Was reiharked in 
the colour and fizc of the tumor. The next day it 
femaincd the fame. The ligature now being loofe, 
inftead of tightening it, which could not have been 
donte without dragging the tumor, it was judged 
indrt eligible to apply a frelh one, the application of 
which W^ attended with mOre pain than the firft. 

On the 4th day> the tumor was blick, iihd began 
te diiBinilk. By the 8th it fell off. Th* cries irfthi 
patrertt did not produce a MSirh of the hernia.^ The 
tilcer that refuUed from the efchar that had been 
thrown off was about half an inch in diameter; it was 
dteffed fimply with dry liAt> and cured in lefs than 
three Weeks. The fame baftddge was employed as in 
Ihe fik-A ihftance, and continued for two mOntlts after 
cicatrizatibn had been completed. This child wai 
frequently brought for ei:arhindtion a long time after 
the bandlge was left off; the fpeftators were perfcftljr 
fatisfied that thcit was no renlaihing dilatatibh; tbfe 
cicatrix was perfcftly flat ; nor did the crijes of tht 
child pradttcc the nightefl;impuUion« 

CASE 
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C A S E II. 

CLAUDE Bonnival, nineteen months old, was 
treated in the fame manner for a hernia that 
had exifted from the birth. The tumor fell off by 
the 9th day; cicatrization of the ulcer was completed 
feventeen days afterwards, and the patient cured as 
in the preceding cafe. 



CASE III. 



ON the .28th of July, 179I, the fame operation 
was performed, with equal fuccefs, on a child 
II months old, named Louifa Rogat. The falling 
of the tumor and the cicatrization of the ulcer took 
place even fooner than in the preceding obfervation. 



CASE IV. 



ANN Coutan, 20 months old, had a hernia of a 
particular form. The tumor was conical, and 
its apex anfwercd to the umbilical ring. From the 
Vol. II. N narrof nefs 
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narrownefs of, the opening, fome difficulty occurred 
in the reduction. This was the only circumftance 
that afforded any variety either in the treatn^ent or 
cure. 



CASE V. 

J CART RON, 14 months old, had an umbili- 
cal hernia, with the umbilical ring extremely 
dilated. The hernia protruded near two inches : its 
bafe was very large. This infant was cured as in the 
preceding cafes, with the difference only that cica- 
trization did not take place quite fo foon. 



CASE Vl. 

AREGLAT, two years of age, had a hernia 
tt from his birth, larger in fize than the pre- 
ceding* The ring was more than an inch in diame- 
ter ; the tumor comprized in the ligature was fepa- 
lated the eighth day; and cicatrization completed by 

the 
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tte end of the third week, at the cnd-df which pe- 
riod there was no renfible impulfion nor dilatation 
whatever. 



CASE VIL 



JBOISELLE, i6 months old, had a hernia 
fimilar to the preceding cafe, except that the 
dilatation of the ring was in fome degree lefs. When 
the integuments were put on the ftretch, they were 
fufEciently .tranfpafent to admit of the inteftine being 
feen that was contained in the hernial fac. The dref- 
fings were taken off by the child on the fourth day 
after the floughing off of the ligature, and remained 
i6 hours without any dreflings being applied. This 
circumftance proved no impediment whatever to the 
cure. 



CASE VIIL 



JGARDMANN, 19 months old, hadtheliga- 
ture applied on the 23d of July, 1791, and was 
cured as perfedly as the others, although extremely 
N z enfeebled* 
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enfeebled. Six weeks tranfpired before tte cure was. 
compleated, during which period it was neceffary to 
repeW the frequent application of the lapis infernaUs, 



G A S E IX. 



THE fame operation was performed on the 6th 
of June preceding on an infant of the name of 
Pajot, aged 22 months, who was nearly as weak as 
the fubjeft of Cafe the 8th. The belly was hard, 
large, and Ihe linea alba projefted confiderably. 
"trhefe unfavourable circumftances did not prevent 
the fuccefs of the operation, but only retarded cica- 
trization, which was not perfe6ted till the 63d day; 
but at this period the belly re-aflbmed its natural 
form. The patient became fatter and fenfibly im- 
proved in health and ftrength. The patient was 
brought to the hofpital feveral times after his cure, 
and the furgeons were perfedly fatisfied that no trace 
of the complaint remained. 



General 
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General Observations ^» the Application 4/*/^* 
Ligature in Cafes of Umbilical Hernia. 

irhe ligatiire in umbilical hefrii^ is hot a new 
bperation, Celfus fpeaks of it as a common prac* 
tice, generally followed with compleat fuccefs ; 
but as confined only to children from feven to four* 
teen ytars of ag€J, of gdod conftitutions, and affedted 
only with fmall herniae. After the reduftion, the fkia 
and hernial fac were wedged in between two pieces of 
Woodi ftrongly tied at their ends, and retained in this 
politioh till by means of compreffion their organiza- 
tion was deftroyed and the parts floughed offl Ano- 
ther method was, to tie the bafe of the tumor with a 
double thread, which was jiaffed through the fac by 
means of a lieedle, and by this mcians half of the tu- 
mor was domprized in each portion of the ligature* 
Some pradtitioners werd cautious, previous to its ap- 
plication, to make an incifion through the apex of 
the tumor into the fac, to afcertain by the finger 
whether the parts which conftituted the hernia were 
compleatly returned. Others, and Celfus among the 
number, rejeft this precaution, and mark with ink 
the circumference of the bafis of the tumor previous 
to its reduftion : they then draw the umbilicus for- 
wards and make a ligature precifely on the line they 
have traced ; the part on the outfide of the ligature 
was then deflroyed with the actual cautery or by cau- 

N 3 . flic. 



cnfcc ^ artenvards as a burn. Ta 

conv ^1 tllpping, Paulus Egincta 

rep . ^iid luperficial incifion to be 

. t ehe tumor, and the umbili- 

j. hook, and a thread or a piece 

^.u m the incifed place and feoired 

V.IUC. The hernial fac was then di- 

, wvi> and if the inteftine was found 

^ .ic ligature Ihould be loofcned ; if 

. . iiKncum, its excifion. Independent 

.,, aiis author employs one with a dou- 

<d through the bafis of the tumor, in 

.^' have juft related ; and when the liga* 
..cvva off, he recommends the wound to 
_, v.vh dry lint, with the intention of render- 
s' .ctix more concave and dcpreffed. Avi- 
w^Hicafis, and other Arabians, have copied 
^iacta* Gui de Chauliae, Brunus, and other 
aithga's, who have treated of this operation, 
^x K^c it nearly in the fame terms : and the firft 
v^ Jut this method is complicated, requires 
, vsUliwr^ on the part of the operator, and that be 
>,^ vs ^ V ^ pradifed it himfelf. 

Vu^ivUV Pure defcribes the fame operation, but in 
^\\ A sv^^tufed manner that it is eafy to judge that he 
Kvvl i^v'vvr adopted this method himfelf or feen it 
vAvAUwt by others. One of the commentators on 
.Vuh^u^p's Surgery remarks, that the methods of 
^\v)U\^ iCgincra and other Arabians had been long fincc 
vkvusIvMUkI, Thevcnin has treated this fubjeft with 
.v>>4^ v^lot^rnefs than his predeceffors : he defcribes four 

difi 
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different methods of applying the ligature. la cafes 
of exomphalos of confiderable fize, he pafled through 
the tumor two needles armed with a double thread in 
the form of a crofs, then incifed the Ikin circularly 
in the fame manner as Paulus Egineta, and tightened 
the four ligatures. In the fecond method he left the 
needles in their fituation, and embraced the bafis of 
the tumor with one ligature fituated between them 
and the parietes of the abdomen# The other two 
methods are copied from Celfus. Dionis rejected the 
ligature of the umbilical tumors, as an operation ex«* 
tremely cruel; but Saviard, his contemporary, gives 
a more favourable opinion, and which may lie more 
relied on, as he fpeaks from experience of its effefts t 
he had performed the operation twice with fuccefs, 
before Dionis had publifhed his courfe of operations. 
It is true that Saviard had employed neither incifions 
or futures, 'The majority of modern prafticioners 
think with Mr. Hevin» that admitting, according 
to the obfervations of Saviard, that the ligature may 
be ufeful, that it poflefles no fuperior advantage to 
compreflion, and that this laft method fhoiild be in* 
variably preferred. To deftroy this prejudice is our 
motive for mentioning fuch a variety of cafes, which 
may ferve to undeceive pradiitioners, and convince 
them of the propriety of the old pradl ice, from which 
they have deviated^without any fufficient reafon. A 
bandage, well conftruded, will retain the hernia, and 
fometimes, after a long fpace of time, cure it; but 
even fuppofingthat a cure took place more frequently, 
it is dearly purchafed by the inconveniences atten* 

N 4 dant 
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dant on the application of the bandage ; snd if hr 
accident it is only once mifappliedt evciy adrHiii:^ 
is immediately loft, and very feriotis confeqicDces 
arc likely to enfue. The ligature is not fubje& la 
! tbefc inconveniences : its effedb is certain and qindL, 

and has invariably fucceeded in thirty cafes that hire 
been operated on during the fpace of the h& i8 
months at the Hotel Dieu. The cafes related at dae 
beginning of this article prove that it will (bcceed in 
infants of the moft tender age. The ancients em- 
ployed the ligature with fuccefs on fubjcAs bor- 
dering on the age of puberty. Perhaps it would foe- 
ceed with adults. The cafes related prove that de- 
bility of the conftitution, nay even difeafes of the 
abdomen, are not always an obftacle to the (uccds of 
the operation : it is productive of no inconveoioicc; 
and before it is performed, it is always eafy to afliire 
ourfclvcs of the complete reduftion of parts, which 
would be neceflarily dangerous to comprehend in the 
ligature, nor is there any difficulty in retaining the 
reduced parts during the operation. To the certabty 
of fuccefs, which will not admit of doubt, we have 
the advantage of the application of the ligature being 
unattended with pain ; for the infants on whom it 
lui been applied, have enjoyed their reft and appe- 
tite, and were completely free from fever. The 
ligature is then confequently preferable to topical 
applications, whofe inefficacy are known to all prac- 
titioners, and is certainly equally fuperior to com- 
preflion ; for in this method the ikin and the fac are 
crowded into the umbilical ring, and become a ne\r 

obftacle 



obftacle to the contraftion and adhefion of its edges. 
In this way an effeft is produced abfolutely contrary 
to the objeft propofed. 

With refpedt to the certainty of fuccefs, and the 
durability and perfeftion of the cure, the advantage is 
entirely in favour of the ligature. The mechanical 
contraftion of the umbilical opening is the fame ia 
both methods, or at leaft we will fuppofe fo, to fa- 
vour as mvtch as poffible the method of compreffion; 
but the agglutination and adhefion of parts, the ne* 
ceflary confequence of the inflammation induced, 
can only be procured by the method we have adopted; 
confidcrations that (hould give it a decided prefer- 
ence to all others; nor will it be difputed but by 
timid, prejudiced, or obftinate pradtitioners. 



Ca/e of Necrofts of the Tthia. 



[By M. Dehanne, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.] 



MB'pUDET, a baker, 19 years of age, re- 
• ceived a violent contufion on the middle 
and anterior part of the left leg, which did not how- 
ever prevent him from attending hisbufinefs; but 
from the fwcUing and pain that fupervened, he was 

compelled 
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tx .s: tATtar^ After fome days of this 

^ ^ ^Icer be«an to be deterged, and the 

\:,«^ *^u:r\dj poultices were' employed, 

^ i^ linti witb the view of reprefEng 

the 
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♦ rofe frohi the edges 

foliation of 

:c the patient 
the affededleg 
^ accident was ac* 
[viin. The next day 
1 the inferior part of the 
.A\ abcefsj^that was opened 
vas evident. The whole in-^ 
c tibia was now denuded. A 
ciic dead ponion of the bone, that 
anterior part of the tibia, began to 
ihat portion which had not been e»- 
:n the edges of this portion red granula- 
iri to Ihoot, which fucceffively offifying, 
ill the end a new bone, which almoft covered 
jad part of the bone. The exfoliating portion^ 
gh detached at its fides, was not moveable; and 
this time its extraftion was not deemed eligible, as 
:ac exceflive heat of the weather (being in the month 
of Auguft) was unfavourable to fuch a fevere opera- 
tion. For this reafon it was deferred till Oftober, 
till which period he was only allowed decodtions of 
plants, fuch as endive, fuccory, &c. >; At the begin- 
ning of the month a diluting regimen was obferved, 
fome flight emetic drinks, and a laxative was ordered. 
On the 1 8th of Oftob^r, the patient being laid on 
his back and confined by afliftants, Mr, Default ex- 
pofed all the regenerated poition, by taking away all 
the (oft parts comprised ia two incifions, which 
, ^ began 
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beg^n immediately below the anterior tiiberofity of 
the tibia and united at the inferior part of that bonci 
After fecuring fomcfmall arteries, he raifed the offious 
portion which invefted the fequeftered bone by means 
of a chifel and mallet, and this body, which only 
flighdy adhered towards the middle part, was eafily 
cltrafted by means of an elevator. The dead portion 
of bdne extrafted was nearly of the fame length as the 
tibia and nearly two thirds as thick. A confiderabic 
wound rcfulted from this extraction, the two extre- 
mities of which were bounded by the regenerated bone, 
which Mr. Default left for fear of interfering with the 
ligaments of the articulation. The wound was filled 
ivith doffils of lint ; and as the new formed bone had 
not yet attained its perfedl folidity, the bandage was 
employed the fame as in fradtured legs. The patient 
was put on diet, and the ufe of a diluting decodion 
acidulated with oxymel. The reft of the day and 
night pafled without pain. The third day the dref- 
fings were tinged with that kind of bloody oozing 
which generally precedes fuppuration. The fuperfi- 
cial lint was removed, frefli applied, and moiftened 
with decodtion of marftimallows. 

The 4th day the whole of the lint was detached by 
the fuppuration, and expofed a wound of a red and 
remarkable healthy appearance. The edges of the\ 
wound, to prevent the adhtfion of the lint, were 
drefled with flips of linen dipt in cerate and the dref- 
fings fprinkled with an emollient decoftion. On the 
8th day a fmall fplinter of bone was detached, fituated 
at the fuperior part of the tibia,. On the nth, the 

turgid 
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Uirgid appearance of the edges of the wound ha^ en-^ 
tirely fubfided, and the bottom began to (hoot forth 
healthy granulations. On the 15th, the patient pro- 
cured foqie fpirituous liquors and improper food, 
which brought on fymptoms of indigeflion. After 
this excefs the wound became pale, the edges fwel^ 
led, red, painful, and the fuppuration ferous and 
fetid. An emetic was given, diffolved in a fonfider^ 
able quantity of fluid, which procured abundant eva- 
cuations and produced fenfible good effefts. The 
whole leg was covered with an emollient poultice. 
In a few days fuppuration took place and the wound 
^ reaflumed its former appearance. On the 60th, the 
bottom of the wound was nearly on a level with it? 
edges, and appeared difpofed to heal perfeftly, when 
the patient, conceiving himfelf out of danger, gave 
into frefh excefles, which was followed with new fymp- 
toms : in a little time a great part of the cicatrix was 
deftroyed : emetic drinks were again ordered, and 
continued many fucceflive days. Ptifans acidulated 
with cream of tartar were ufed, and emollient cata- 
plafms applied. Some days afterwards the progrels 
of the ulceration feemed bounded, the difcharge im-» 
proved, the bottom of the wound deterged, and 
the edges thinned : at the end of three weeks no 
trace remained of the fymptoms we have jufl; men* 
tioned. Solid food was now allowed. The bottom 
of the wound gradually filled up with red, healthy, 
firxjfi granulations, and the wound was perfedtly cica- 
trized 289 days after the operation, and in 15 months 
from the firfl; attack of the difeafe, tliere only re- 

mained 
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Ipoonful of broth, with a little wine, was i^vcti cvq 
half hour. The next day emollient clyftcrs were 
thrown up, which at firft brought away bilious an 
then purulent matters; in a few days het fcet\^ 
was a little increafed. Six days after the ceflation 
the fymptoms, the tumour broke of itfelf. The ap 
ture was fituated two fingers breadth diftatvt ftom 
fupcrior fpine of the ilium. It difcharged a c 
derable quantity of purulent faecal and chyYife 
matters mixed with blood. Two hours a&tt iVva 
charge (be* had two copious ftools from the par 
few days afterwards her appetite returned; anc 
this period it was impoffible to perfuade h-ttto 
to the regimen enjoined, or to attend in any de 
the diredtions of the furgeon. She grew m 
more enfeebled every day, and at IcngtVv fe 
kind of marafmus. The chyliferous mattei 
with excrements and pus, paffing conft:ant\y 
the fiftulous opening, determined her toi'^ 
for Mr. Jullien, three weeks after he had 
vifiting her. 

Mr. Jullien conceived that if he could \ 
difcharge of faeces &c. by the ring, as he 
vinced adhefion had taken place \>etween 
ference of the gut and that part, that the ^ 
excrements would pafs by the redtum 
complete cure of the fiftula m\^c\\: \>^ 
be obtained. To accomplifh this ob 
ployed an elaftic bandage, tHe culKi 
was flightly conical, and fiarnilliecl ^ 
j^ing, contrived fo as to prefs only < 
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Cafe of a fchirrus AffeElion of the RtUum and of tk in- 
ferior Pari of she Colon, that terminated fatally. 

[By Mr. Boulet, Surgeon to the HotelDieu.^ 



WILLIAM Gatteau, 37 years of age, in 
courfe of the year 1787 experienced cc 
derable difficulty in going to ftool; wh\eVig:2idv 
increafed to fuch a degree, that it required extra 
nary efforts to expel the folid fseces. This mar 
never been affefted with the venereal dvfe^ife o> 
particular complaint to which this difeafe mil 
reafonably attributed. At the time of his adi 
into the Hotel Dieu, on the 29th of M?^^ \"^ 
had been tormented with an obflinate diarri 
companied with tenefmus. There was a < 
fetid, fanious difcharge, generally black arv^ 
times bloody, that took place from the anu 
redtum was callous, and filled with tubercle 
rendered the introduction of the finger extrc 
ficult. Thefe indurations extended themfel 
perinaeum and buttocks, where two fms 
formed that opened into the margin of the 
the fcrotum there was a number of cxitanc 
cles, (imilar to thofe which are obfer^ e^ 11 
breafls. All the glands of the groin w^^ 
and the grcateft part enlarged to the 
thumb. 
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he had not attempted fince his a< 
hofpitaL Thefe favourable circui 
however of long continuance : fiftee 
the deep fcated pains \in his limbs, 
degree had affefted him for many 3 
creafed, and became more violent 
in the day. This laft circumflan< 
to charadterife the venereal virus, ini 
to prefcribe a ftrong deccdion of th 
in the dof(?ofa pint a day: the i 
fcnfible. Ten days afterwards a 
Swieten*s folution* with each pint 
exhibited^ The quick difappearanc- 
feemed a circumftance highly favoui 
dy, but his fituation in other pa 
mended, after the ufe of thefe medi 
filled in for fix weeks; on the cor 
became more painful, the fchi 
rounded the margin of the anus, 
wards the fcrotum. The paii 
which 'had never totally cen 
from this circumftance the 
Soon afterwards the fuppu; 
was abundant and ferous. 
hasa came on, the patient g 
feebled, and at length funk 
the 23d of September, 17 



• This folution is compo 
diflblved in a pint of diflille 
employ twelve graixu, which 



his bifioury 
' of the 



ne 
and 

ry un- 
tongue 
e moot j;i ; 
lent in the 
) the emetic 
very rapidly* 
lined an open- 
i;e faliva, which 
I he wound. The 
perfedly cured, 
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extraneous bodies, niuft neceflarily have char 
direftion of the fuperior part of the refturr 
corrcfpondcnt portion of the colon, for th( 
canal defcended in a right line from the rr 
laft luojbar vertebrae as far as the anus, 



Cafe of a Ranula^ cured 



[By M. Hen A, Surgeon 



JREGLY, 24 years of 
his infancy fitu^ted u* 
fide of the frsnum; it vv 
dolpnt ; it remained pea 
middle of the year 1 7 
fpace of time %o a cor 
cations were only em 
the 9th of May, 17^ 
tel Dieut This tu :c 

time occupied the 
As this difeafe c 
ration, Mr. Del- 



ing manner, 
and fecared b^ 
by v(it2iXi% of 



.aids o{ 
i he fwelling 
il acute pains, 
1 the leg, aod de- 
. After II days at- 
uL'liged to go a ihort 
lies dipped in Arqu^bu- 
the limb during his ab- 
pericncing violent pain the 
,' oil this application, imputed ^^ 
^^ ffldtnt for another furgeon. 
K ofdcftd a poultice to be applied 
^^jj,^ of aixMnatic herbs boiled in 
^:Sliatafing, the remedy was re- 
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^. A phyfictan wbd. 
^'^nth from the 

No 



exa- 

lan in 

ngonthc 

i two long 

, and retained 

ys after the paia 

in other refped^ 

fulnefs of the puHc^ 

jd him, and to order a 

equal parts of cream of 

n was now evidently miti-* 

ng night he enjoyed feveral 

. eep. In the midft of thi$ calm, 

inferior part of the leg returned 

olence* Profeffor Wedekind, who 

cd, continued the fame applications ; 

licnt was unwilling to keep his bed, he 

• kind of laced boot to contain the leg: it 

iiftrufted as to prevent the flexion of the limb* 

ns of this contrivance, the patient was capable 

jnginachair. 

On the 17 th day, his fleep was not interrupted/ 

n one fide the fwelling of the knee had increafed, 

although 
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Ca/e pf a FraSluri^ with complicated Symf 
Jioned hy a Fall on the Knee. 

[By M. Wedekind, Profcflbr at 



ON the 24th of November, 
running fell on his knee 
earth. He got up without any 
enable to fupport himfclf : he 
inediately. Confiderable fwell' 
knee, accompanied with eve 
iaflammation. Nitrated dri : 
and antiphlpgiftic regimen 
external applications wer. 
pofed of cold water and ' 
Goulard. The inflamm 
remained. He ftill exp 
which extended the w' 
prived him complete 
tendance, Mr. Wf 
journey, ordered th. 
fade, fliould be ai 
fence. The pati 
firft time he mai 
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ixncopc 

formed of 

. body to be 

a of December, 



to this circumft; 
When he arrivt 
to the leg, c 
wine. The ' 



: in the articulation 
: Jinary mobility of the 
:bc integuments expofed 
: :X9Bipli diffufed in its cells, 
-- ^^onavafated blood. On 
^j^gcjt^ mufde, a quantity of 
j^ii: 3xtscd with floculi, fimilar 
On the outfide of 
the 




wife obferved, which di-' 

^^roijghout its whole 

^ uninjured; its 

llow colour, 

ilages of 

'ranf- 

:he 

e of 

ending 

the two^ 

om behind 

/cm the body; 

vternal condyle, 

iion tp the fibula. 

cr, dilpiaced. The 

ration of the fraftured 

a red fi^bftance, about 

1 of a laminous fcaly ap-* 

IS of the articulation were 

adipofe ligament, which ajH 

-ufed. 



ilEMARKS (ind Cases by the Editor^ 

lie cafe related by Profeffor Wedekind affords am- 
rpoiu for interefting reflexion, as it concerns 

theoretical 
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although the pain in this part had nearly complc« 
fubfidcd, and on thd other the tumefaftion of the 
bad fenfibly diminiftied. On the i8th, he was be 
and pafiid the Mrhole morning In his arm chair r 
at his eafe. The phyficians, after the ufual ap 
tions, left him at half paft eleven, well fatisfit 
his pofition. In half an. hour they received t\ 
of his death. They were informed that the 
loon after they had left him, impatient ( 
tedioufnefs of the treatment, had fent for : 
by trade a baker, but who occafionally pi 
profeflion of a bone-fetter. This woman t 
dreffings, and moved the limb with confi' 
knee in everj^ poffible direftion, notwith 
dreadful pain Ihat this conduft occafir 
ihe made him fupport himfelf entirely 
walk up arid down his chamber, 
down ; during her endeavours to ex« 
tions with the foot, the patient fell 
and expired. The regency of Maye 
this Angular fad, gave orders for 
opened, which was done on the i ; 
1790, two days after his deceafe. 

A fludluation was manifeft ^ 
of the knee, with an extraordinc 
patella. The incifion of the i 
a cellular fubftance, with lympl 
and with fomc veftiges of exti 
dividing the vaftus externus 
brown fluid fpouted out mixc 
in confidence to fat half melt ; 
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of three months, 
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h had affefted the firft 

ilrength being already ex- 
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theoretical and praftical furgcry as well as mcdica' 
rifprudence. The fpecics of longitudinal frafturev 
fcparated the condyles, and penetrated decpb 
the body of the tibia ; the external condyle de 
without difplacement; the red laminous fi 
which filled up the fiffure, which without 
would have been changed into bone ; the i 
the articulatory capfule, the efFeft of the fa 
haps produced by the violent exertions of 
fetter; the projedling portion of the inf^ 
the patella, and the depreffion remarked a 
the bone was not fraftured ; the difficu' 
vering the nature of the injury ; the f 
left ively confidered, their nature and 
teflation, which was nearly total, on 
of an inflrqmeut that formed an o^ 
flexion of the leg; the violent pai 
motion inconfiderately applied, and 
occafioned ; are all fo many difFerei 
Tcfleftion of the furgeon. Each rr 
a particular difcuflion ; but this w 
the bounds we prefcribe ourfelvc 
this Journal. We fliall conter 
xiexing two cafes analogous to tl 
kind's, which will clearly prov^ 
jgnorantly and raihly applied 
eafed, and the ferious fymptc 
the difplacement of fradurec^ 
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lor and other ami- 

.y five days after- 
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1 a confiderable quantity 

aordinary appearance was 

, or in. ^liy other part of 
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haufted by her fufferings, and an abundant fuppnra- 
tion accompanied with a purging, the refources of art 
were inefFedkual : (he funk under her difeafe on the 
ift of November, 1789, a little time fubfequent to 
her admiflion. 



C A S E IL 
[By Mr. Guilier, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.] 

JFLiPE, a very ftrong man, 29 years df age, was 
carried to the Hotel Dieu the 15th of Odober, 
1 790, for an oblique frafture of the mi4dle part of the 
thigh complicated with a wound. Independent 
pf this there was a jagged wound fituated over the fu- 
perciliary arch^ which afFefted only the integuments. 
The accident happened by his falling on the pave- 
ment from a fecond ftory. He was drunk at the 
time it occurred. He was fenfelefs, heavy, with a 
frequent and concentrated pulfe. Thefe fymptoms, 
probably in part occalioncd by his drunkennefs, fub- 
fided the next day. The wounds were drefled, and 
the thigh maintained in an extended pofition. He 
experienced only flight pains, which were totally dif- 
fipated by the 4th day^ when the alimentary canal 

\. . had 



'"hthd 



r — 



ch 



/ith 

-ting 

jfthe 

e fame 

projc6t- 

chan evctt 

ed in the 

was puflicd 

ier, that the 

ne beyond it. 

pcration. Af- 

the noftrils the 

: bony protubc* 

isthofeof thelip, 

Icribed in the firft 

on of the maxillary 

e had prepared him* 

felf 




< a22 ) 

Cafe of a complicated Hare-lip cured by the Operaiion. 
[By Mr. Agasse, Surgeon.] 

THIS furgeon was confulted in April, 1791, for 
William Ball, a child feven years of age, wha 
was afFedted from his birth with a double hare-lip. 
The middle part of the lip formed a kind of button 
five lines in diameter, which projeded farther than the 
end of the nofe and with which it farmed a continua- 
tion. This proje6bing portion of the lip covered in 
part a detached fragment of the ;naxillary bones, in 
which were three incifor teeth. This fragment pro- 
jefted one quarter of an inch. This ofTious portion 
admitted of motion from fide to fide, and clofed up 
the anterior extremity of a fiffure nearly an inch in 
breadth, and which divided the palatine arch through- 
out its whole length and in which might be feen the 
inferior edge of the feptum nafi. This child was at 
firft nouriihed with cows milk and afterwards with 
pap. He was incapable of mafticating his food till 
four years of age : before this period it was neceifary 
to chew the food before it was given him, which he 
then fwallowed with difficulty. Part of this nourifli- 
ment paflTed into the pofterior nafal foflfae and paffed 
out of the noftrils and the fiffures in the jaw. It was 
neceffary to pufli his head backwards to enable him to 
fwallow any kind of liquid. The fecretion from the 

noflxils 
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fioftrils continually flowed into the moUth through thd 
palatine fiflurei 

Emboldened by the fuccefsful tetoirtation of Mary 
Dehanne's cafe> related in the firft volume of the Jour* 
nal and which was ftridtly fimilar, Mr, AgafTe was 
itKluced to form a more favourable prognoftic than 
Jiis profeflional brethren who had been previoufly 
confulted, and who had unanimoufly rejeded the 
operation as ufelefs, darigerousj and even imprac- 
ticable. Mn Agafle undertook to perform it, but 
requefted that the child (hould. remain at his own 
houfe till the completion of the cure. On the 3d of 
May the compreflive bandage was applied^ (of which 
Mr. Default availed himfelf in a fimilar cafe,) with 
the view of diminifliing the bulk of the proje&ing 
portion of the lip and leflening the protrufion of the 
ifolated ponion of the maxillary bones* The fame 
fuccefs was obtained- 

By the 17th day, the inferior edge of the project- 
ing portion of the lip was depreflcd lower than even 
the other part of the lip, and was widened in the 
fame proportion. The offious fragment was puflicd 
in at the fame time, and in fuch a manner, that the 
end of the nofe projedled more than a line beyond it. 
This ftate appeared favourable to the operation. Af«- 
ter detaching with a biftoury as far as the noftrils the 
projeding lip which adhered to the bony protube* 
ranee, he incifed its edges, as well as thofe of the lip^ 
with the fciflars, in the manner defcribed in the firfl 
volume. As the projeding portion of the maxillary 
bones was very large, Mr. Agaflfe had prepared him* 

yoL.IL P felf 
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feif with two pins, with the intention of paffing thenl 
fuperiorly on each fide of the projefting portion of 
the lip ; but finding that he could eafily pafs a gold 
needle through the edge of the free portion of the lip, 
he renounced the ufe of the pins, and preferred to 
pafs another needle only of the fame nature as the firft 
through the parts, as near as poffible to the nofe. 
In other particulars the fame drefling was employed 
as in the cafe of Mary Dehanne, The arteries of the 
projefting portion of the lip afforded at firft a confi- 
derable hemorrhage. Compreflion on the trunk of the 
labial artery, which paffesover the maxillary bone, did 
not fupprefs it. This circumftance, with the cries of 
the child, protrafted the operation longer than it 
woiild otherwife have been firom the attendant cir- 
cumftances. The firft day paffed extremely well. 
The patient cvenilept a little time after the operation. 
The pulfe was raifed a little towards the evening. 
The dreffings were renewed the next and the follow- 
ing days. The child, difgufted with broth, wifhed 
for folid food; he was indulged with fome mafhed 
ibraMrberries; lemonade was his ordinary drink. Three 
days afterwards, on the re-application of the bandage, 
a hemorrhage was produced from the cries and agita- 
tion of the patient. This was flopped by a uniting 
tahdage, made of a double headed roller, the middle 
X)f which was carried on the nape of the neck. Tliis 
method was preferred for fear of difturbing the points 
of the needles. 

The wound, two days afterwards, was drefled twice 
^very day, in confequence of the difagreeable odour 
: ,. ' the 
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the thread had contrafted. On the 7th, m tfie 
morning, the fuperior needle was removed, being 
loofe, and in the evening the inferior one. The 
threads fell off the next day, and expofed the upper 
and left part of the lip torn as far as the middle part 
of its projecting portion* The right fide was confi- 
derably lefs injured. In other refpedb the lips were 
perfedly reunited, the projecting portion was now re- 
duced nearly to its natural level, deglutition was eafy, 
and the fecretion from the nofe now paffed through 
the noftrils. In the fpace of four days, the cicatrix of 
the lacerated parts was far advanced ; it was now only 
dreflcd with fine lint, retained by a flip of emp. dia^ 
palma, retained on in the night by a bandage fecured 
to the two fides of the nightcap. By the 17th day 
after the operation, the child returned home to her 
parents perfedtly cured and without any deformity^. 
The middle portion of the maxillary bones were much 
deprefled, the nofe more faifed, and the fiflure of 
the palate fenfibiy diminifhed. Six weeks afterwards 
Mr. Agafl[e faw the child, and found only a fiflTur^ 
in the arch of the palate, which fcarcely admitted the 
extremity of the little finger. The pronunciation,- 
which before the operation was fcarcely intelligible, 
now became diftindt ; mafl:ication and deglutition 
was now alfo eafily performed. The prqjefting por- 
tion of the middle part of the maxillary bones, from 
their width and convexity, appeared, in Mr. Agaffe's 
opinion, to have caufed the laceration of the parts; a 
circumftance which, he conceives, woyld bavis beem 

P % avoided 
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avoided by paffing two needles, and making two fu* 
tures at the fuperior part, as lie firft intended/^ 



Observations on Retention of Urine, occqfioned iy 
Inflammation of the Urethra. 

IT IS eafy to conceive how inflammation of the ure- 
thra produces retention of urine in the bladder. 
To explain it mechanically, we have only to recoiled 
this pathological chirurgical axiom, viz. that no in- 
flammation can exift without fwelling of the part in- 
flamed, and that every tumefadtion of the coats of a 
canal will neceflarily occafion a contradion in its dia- 
meter. Inflammation of the urethra may be divided 
into eryfipelatous and phlegmonous. The firft is 
rarely followed with complete retention of urine, 
whic]^ is often produced from the laft caufe. Both 
one and the other may be produced by the general 

• Independent of the caufes mentioned by Mr. Agafle, fome- 
what may be attributed to the cries of the patient on applying 
the dreffings the third day after the operation^ and to the ffarong 
compreffion exercifed on the needles by the uniting bandage; 
and perhaps more of this mifchief might have been produced 
by the needles remaining fuch a confiderable time. In the 
Hotel Dieii) it is the practice not to leave them more than 
three or foiir days, and it is found that no laceration ever takes 
place. 

caufes 
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caufes of inflammation, but they more frequently 
arife from the particular difpofitions (5f'this canal. 
Thus the immoderate ufe of beer, the external or in- 
ternal ufe of cantharides, abforption of the matter in 
gonorrhsea, cathcterifm awkwardly performed, the 
introduftion of bougies medicated with acrid mat- 
ters, all tend to excite inflammation in this canal; 
but whatever may be its caufe, we can rarely be de- 
ceived in our diagnoflic; for independent of the ge- 
nerical fymptorns of inflamnution^ the patients com- 
plain of a fenfe of burning heat in the urethra, and 
fometimes a (hivering almoft infupportable in pafling 
their urine. The penis increafes a little in fize^ and 
becomes more fenfible to the touch. Slight preflTurc 
dong the courfe of the urethra is fufiicient to excite i 
lively pain ; and fometimes, when phlegmonous in- 
flammation exifls, will enable you to difcover the 
fwelling formed in the thicknefs of its tunics. At the 
iame time the ftream of urine gradually diminifties, 
and is foon reduced to the fize of a thread, confe- 
quendy confiderable efforts are neceflfary for the cx- 
pulfion of the urine, which are fometimes inadfequate 
to the effed. The treatment of this difeafe is Am- 
ple; the remedies are anti-phlogiftic ; tifans foftening 
and diuretic, general and local bleeding by means of 
leeches to the perinjeum* etnollient cataplafms to the. 
fame part, ancj to the penis, local baths, either of 
milk, or a mucilaginous decqdion, &c, arc generally 
fufficient to diflipate this inflammation; foftening 
injeftions have been propofed to be thrown up the 
urethra ; but as they cannot pafs up an inflamed and 
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Observations on Gonorrhaa* 

IN populous cities no difeafe whatever occurs more 
frequently than this complaint, and there are few 
fubjedls on which more volumes have been written 
or tliat have been fo much inveftigated as gonorrhea, 
and perhaps no difeafe is more, imperfedly known. 
We are ignorant of the manner in which it is gained, 
of the rout the virus takes to afFedt the urethra, whe- 
ther it penetrates firft into the fubftance of the ^land 
and then by the way of circulation afFedts the tunics 
of the canal, or whether it infinuates diredly into 
the urethra and affefts its coats by immediate contadt. 
We do not know if the poifon of the virus is the pro- 
du6!t of fermentation, or depends on the adlion of the 
folids. It is demonftrated that the matter which pro- 
duces the gonorrhoea in fome, is of the fame nature 
as that which produces chancres in others, and that 
this difference of adion depends folely on the difpofi- 
tion of the perfon who contracts the affeftion : but 
it has not been yet fatisfadorily explained how the 
matter of a gonorrh^pa which is fufficiently adive to 
infeft a healthy perfon by a moment's contaft, does 
not prove a caufe for the perpetual exigence of this 
difeafe to thofe who have been once affefted with it ; 
and why this matter, continually diffufed on the glans 
and prepuce, does not produce chancres^ buboes, and 
other fymptoms. 

1^4 In 



( ^30 ) 

In authorg we meet with continual contradiftions 
refpedting the feat of this difeafe : fome fay it is in 
the veficulae feminales, others in the proftrate gland, 
fome in the bulb of the urethra, and others in Cow^ 
per's glands ; however the prevalent opinion among 
modern praftitioners is, that the difeafe in general 
only afFefts the mucous follicles of the urethra, an4 
that in the majority of qafes it is confined to th^ foflH 
n^viculare, and that it rarely extends fo high as three 
or fo.ur fingers breadth above this part. This opinion 
appears to us the moft probable, and is confirmed by 
the pbfervations wc have made qn perfons who have 
died at different periods of the gonorrhgsa. In paany 
of thefe fubjeds ^either the urethra dr the adjacent ' 
parts appeared injured ; in others we have remarked 
a rednefs ^nd an appearance of phlogofis towards the 
fbffi^ navicplare ^ in all, the urethra feemed to have 
more than a natural degree of moifture,and by prefling 
the pores ojr niucous follicles fituated on the intern^ 
membrane, a fluid tranfuded fimilar in its paturc tq 
that found in the canal of the urethra. We havQ 
fometimes feen ulcerations on the internal men^brane 
of the urethra, but never a true ulcer^^ although wc 
have met with 9icatrices ^yhich feemed to have proved 
their exiftence. After thefe fafts, we haye qo doubt 
that the matter djfcharged iji the gonorrhflja, inftead 
of pus is only the natural mucus of the urethra altered 
in quantity and colour from the irritation and infirm* 
tnation of the urcthr^t The yirus of the gonorrhoea, 
at the monient it is communicated, excite^ no fymp- 
tom whatever. Fquj: or fiyc days generally elapfe 
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A ed by an itching over the* 

the orifice of the urethra, 

lit degree of fwelling of the 

irius. Sometimes thefe fymp- 
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^ after the application of the virus.' 
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he difcharge, this itching, with ihivering 

!, water, are the only attendant fymp-' 
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pain, fituated towards the corona glandis: 

n progreffively increafes, inflammation comes 

he penis enlarges independent oferedion, the 

iS becomes red and fwelled, a fenfe of tenfion is 

: along the courfe of the urethra, with an obvious 

. minution in the (bream of urine, which fometimes 

biturficates, fometimes is difcharged in a fpiral form, 

and at others falls like water from a watering pot* 

The patients are tormented by frequent defiresto make 

water without the capacity, accompanied at the time' 

with pain and (hivering. They experience a fenfe of 

laffitude about the pubis, and complain of adifagree- 

able fenfation in the fcrotum, tefticles, perinarum, 

anus, and the hips. The inguinal glands are often 

fympathetically affeded and even fwell in a fmall de« 

gree, but they never fuppurate, a fymptom which 

occurs when the bubo is primitive and arifes from the 

fl^fprption of nutter. Ereftions are very frei^uent, 

particu* 



( ^3a ) 

particularly during the night, and att^ded with fuch 
violent pain as to prevent fleep. The flow of matter 
comes on foon after the inflammation ; it often evea 
precedes it. -The irritation alone of the urethra will 
excite a fecretion fufficiently abundant to produce 
this flow. Sometimes this fecretion does not take 
place : this happens under two oppofite circumftances ; 
when the inflammation is too violent, and when it is 
too weak. Thefe we term dry gonorrhaas. The 
heat, pain, fwelling, and inflamn^ation go on increaf- 
. ing, and at lafl remain in the fame ftate for. fix, eight, 
or ten days. At length they begin to diminifli, the 
fwelling fubiides, and the difcliarge gradually lefleos 
till the cure is completed. 

. When the inflammation is confiderable and ex- 
tends into the corpus fpongiofum, it is incapable. of 
ereftion with the corpora cavcrnofa. The penis noMT 
becomes bent and afieded with acute pain : this 
fymptom is called chordee. Under thefe circum* 
IJ^nces, when the penis is ereft a laceration often 
ll^kes place of the veflels of the urethra, and a flow of 
biood moreor lefs abundant and which always pro* 
duces eafe in confequence. of unloading the inflamed 
veflels. The matter which is difcharged from the 
urethra is not of the fame confiftence or colour at the 
ijifferent periods of the gonorrhsea : at the beginning 
it is thicker than towards the end of the complaint, 
when it becomes more ferous. The ordinary changes 
that take place in the colour are as follows ; firfl; 
greenifti, then yellow, afterwards white, and by de- 
grees it attains the natural colour .of the mucus. . 

Thefe 
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jfiieafe. We may however venture to hazard fome 
remarks that are founded on praftical obfervation ; 
for example, the more the flow of matter is abundant 
in the fecond period of the difeafe, the more eafy the 
cure is efieded and there is no danger of fyphilis taking 
place ; at lead we have lefs to apprehend when the 
difcharge has run through its different periods without 
interruption and has ceafed fpontaneo\ifly, than when 
it has been frequently fupprcfled as in repulfed go- 
norrhsa, or when the difcharge has been trifling and 
has taken place at a late period. 

When we compare the different methods of cure 
feconimended by authors, we find nothing but con*> 
tradi&ions. Some only adopt the antiphlogiflic plan, 
bleeding their patients frequently, and employing 
baths, with refre(hing drinks, &c. others prefcribe a 
heating regimen from the commencement of the dif- 
cafe, and give balfamics, fuch as turpentine, balfam 
of copaiba, &c, in large doles. Some conceive that 
the gonorrhaea cannot be radically cured without the 
affiilance of mercury ; a pra6tice rejeded by the ma« 
jority of pra<E):itioners as ufelefs and almofl; always 
injurious* There are others w^o proceed more me- 
thodically, and who vary their treatment at the dif- 
ferent periods of the difeafe ; during the ftages of in- 
flammation and fuelling, a cooling plan, with the ufe 
of detergents, is rijcommended, and the cure finifticd 
by purgatives and balfaiiiics. 

We might fill volumes with fommlas of pills, opi^ 
ates, and ot^er preparations boafled as infalliblp in 

this 
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tbisdifeafc ; nor is there a petty praAitioner but what 
has his particular formula. 

The feveral oppofite methods that have been juft 
mentioned, flrange as it may appear, have met with 
nearly equal fuccefs. From this circumftance men of 
the firft merit have been induced to leave the cure of 
thisdifeafe entirely to the efForts«of nature affifted only 
by a proper regimen. When the patients are uneafy, 
and conceive their cure cannot be produced without 
the ule of medicines, bread pills, or fome other fub- 
ftance that is nugatory in its effeA is exhibited. This 
praftice has at leaft the advantage of not tormenting 
the patient by difgufting medicines, and injuring the 
health in attempting the cure of a difeafe in itfclf lor 
cal and which admits of a natural cure. Some have 
propofed injedions, and have divided them into dif* 
fercnt orders, as irritating, emollient, aftringent, &c» 
others have propofed the ufe of bougies, which they 
have diftinguiQied in the fame manner and to which 
properties have been attributed analogous to thofe of 
injedion. Without entering into an analyfis of tbt 
modus operandi of chefe mean$> we (hall only remark 
that the majority of them in a recent gonorrhs^a are 
attended with danger, they can only tend tp interrupt 
the efforts of nature and aher the courfe of fymptoms 
whofe exiftence are probably neceflary for the cure. 
We arc then of opinion that we fhould not have re- 
courfe to any of thefe methods, unlefs particular 
fymptoms ftrongly indicate their neceffity ; thus wc 
have fometimes fuccefsfuUy employed an elaftic guox 
catheter, which has bieen allowed to remain in tb^ 

bladder. 
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blAdder^ in caifes where great difficulty has tcfeii expe^ 
rienced in paffing the urine and attended with infup- 
portable pain. 

In this manner the ufe of this inftrument has been 
often attended with fuccefs in re-procuring the flow 
of matter m retropulfed gonorrhasa : but excepting in 
thefe extraordirftry cafes, we fot the moft part aban- 
don the cure to nature, prefcribing only reft with a 
temperate regimen. Whatever remedies may be cm- 
ployed, either external or internal, the cure is always 
doubtful until completed. Chronic and habitual go- 
norrhoeas often occur in thofe cafes that in the fifft 
inftance announce a fpeedy cure. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances the moft experienced praftitioner is often 
at a lofs, for he is rarely acquainted With the caufc of 
thefe obftinate difcharges, artd confequently has no 
indication to fulfil. No remedies fuggeft themfelves 
on whofe efficacy he can depend, nor is it ppffible for 
him to fix a period to the complaint. In this uncer- 
tainty what is to be done ? If the praftitioner is influ* 
enced by confcientious principles, inftead of afting 
blindly and in the dark, he will abftain from ordering 
any ihedicine, and fufFer the difeafe to wear out of 
itfelf and die as it were of old age. It is better to ac- 
knowledge the infufficiency of the art than to fuffer 
our patients to become the viftin^s ofignorance. The 
caufes of the difcharge in gonorrha»as of long ftanding 
are not all equally obfcure ; their obftinacy may often 
depend on improper regimen, on a bad conftitution, 
on climate, on acrimony or a depraved ftate of the 
fecretions : it may be kept up by lymphatic fwellings 

i» 



( 43^ ) 

...-: cellular fubftancc of the urethra, by ulcers id 
. canal, by a general venereal infeftion, and fomc- 
ames by a defedt in the treatment. The flighteft 
hange in the regimen produces a manifefl change in 
fhe quality as well as in the q\iantity of the difcharge; 
lor by renewing or augmenting the inflammation, the 
matter is encreafed in quantity and virulence, confe- 
quendy more calculated to keep up that mode of 
action neceffary to conftitute gonorrha^a : it is thus 
that exercife on horfcbaek, dancing, fpirituoiis liquors^ 
high, ftimulating food, immoderate venery, &c. arc 
caiifes that tend to prolong the duration of the dif- 
charge. Perfons of a phlegmatic tcmperanient, of a 
Tcrophulous habit, and thofe in the decline of life, ^ 
being little fufceptible of true inflamn»ation» are pe- 
culiarly fubjeft to chronic gonorrhaea : the vital ac- 
tion, in thefe cafes too weak to attenuate and alter the 
vitiated fecrfetions, only furnifties a ferous inatter and 
in a fmall quantity, and produces little or no inflam- 
mation or fwelling. Under thefe circumftances we 
have an obvious indication to employ tonics and irri- ^ 
tants, fuch as fudorifics, mineral waters, balfamics, 
bark, eledtricity, &c. It ftiould be remarked that in 
thefe cafes topical irritants have been peculiarly fuc^- 
cefsful : injedions with fixed mineral alkali, in the 
proportion of two drachms to a pint of diftilled water, 
have frequently cured a gonorrhaea in eight or ten 
days, that has lafted for many months. A folution of 
two grains of cor. fub. in eight ounces of difliilled or 
rofe water or in a mucilaginous dccodion, has aifo 
^ften ftKceaded. Many authors have recpnunended 
X the 
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When the penis is in a ftate of demi-ereftion thefe 

may be diftindlly felt* Thefe little knots are fo many 

lymphatic fwellings, which keep up a fort of phlogo- 

fis in the urethra, favourable to the exiftence of the 

running. This difcharge fometimes ftops and the 

indurations remain. The patient under thefe circum- 

ftanccs thinks himfelf cured, but fooner or later ob- 
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the aqua phagedenica, diluted with a ftroiigdeCoC^ 
tion of marihmallow water. This laft has prcxiuced 
Cures under our own immediate obfervation that have 
baffled every other endeavour. 

Bougies, whatever may be their compofitioni 
Ihould all be viewed as topical irritants. Their 
prefence produces a. fort of increafed aftion in the 
urethra and a more or lefs degree of fwelling. Cathe* 
ters made of the elaftic gum produce nearly the fame 
effedt without being fubjeft to the fame inconvenien- 
ces ; but however either of them may be employed^ 
and worn conftantly for a fortnight or three weeks ; 
at the end of which period they Ihould not be fud- 
denly relinquilhed, but continued to be worn a fe^ 
liours in the day or night, until the difcharge 
is nearly flopped. If the gonorrhxa refifts thefc 
means, and its obflinacy arifes from the habit of dif*- 
cafed aftion, or from laxity of the veflels, aftringent 
injedtions may be had recourfe to, fuch as folutions of 
alum, blue, white, or green vitriol, rabei water, &c. 
decoftion of oak and Peruvian bark : preparations 
for this purpofe may be ufcd compofed of aftringent, 
refinous gums, fuch as dragon's blood, balfams, tur- 
pentine, &c. We (hould obferve, that though in- 
jections of this nature poflefs nearly the fame proper- 
ties, it .often happens one will fucceed in a particular 
cafe after the reft have failed, and yet the fame injec- 
tion will not be equally efficacious with another pa- 
tient. There are many inftances of obftinate go- 
norrhaeas kept up by the cxiftence <rf fomc difeafe 
4afluencin|; the codHtution at ti^ time, fuch as 
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fumors. Alkaline injeftions, local baths and fomcrf- 
tations, will generally difcufs them. They rarely 
tefift the ufe of bougies or thofe of the elaftic gum- 
The radical cure of the gonorrhaea is confequent to 
their difappearance. 

Gonorrhseas complicated with ufcers in the canal 
arc not admitted by all praftitioners : a great number 
deny their exiftcncc: but we are difpofed to believe 
that they fometimes occur, as they only fupport their 
opinion on negative proofs, and as the organization 
of the urethra is by no means contrary to the forma- 
tion of thefe ulcers ; and at the fame time we are fup- 
ported in our opinion by thofe on whofe fidelity we 
can depend and who fay that they have adiially feen 
them. Bfefides, as has been mentioned, we have feeit 
cicatrices in the urethra, nor can we conceive why this 
|)art is not equally fubjeft to ulcerate as the gkns, 
the prepuce, the infide of the mouth, &c. There is 
in fiiA reafon to wonder why thefe ulcers do not oc- 
cur more frequently. Though fimple gonorrhseas^ 
properly treated, never terminate in fyphilis, it is not 
the feme with thofe complicated with ulcers : thefe, 
continually bathed with gonorrhseal matter, take on 
the chara<5ter of chancres, and like them will produce 
ft general infeftion. In thefe cafes general anti-vene- 
real medicines fhould be^ ufed and the local difeafe 
cured at the fame time. Perhaps thefe ulcers would cure 
themfelvcs without general treatment, as is the cafe 
'fometimes with chancres on the penis. If their edges 
are hard and callous, the elaftic bougies may be em- 
ployed with fucccfs* Thefe are the cafes where 
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Casbs and Reflections en Wounds of the Te 
[By Mr. ThieBault, Surgeon.] 
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VALENTINE Viry applied to IV' 
to be drefied for a wound fiti 
-on the back of the left hand, occupy* 
comprized between the bafe of th' 
middle finger and the bafe of the fi 
(counting three phalanges to th 
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index finger, the body of the 
half of the extcnfor medius> : 
flexors of the index finger 
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gummed taffeta and the v 
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of the back of the left hand, comprehending the 
tire feftion of the extenfor tendofi of the index 
and of more than two thirds of the tendon of th( 
die. The patient had the power of extend' 
bending the three laft fingers without pain, 
Thiebatilt remarked that what remained of t' 
for medius feemed ready to break in the i 
extenfion. The extremities ofthedivid 
were brought in contaA, and. the lips of 
united and the fame dreflings employed 
ceding cafe. The wound was cured i 
the motions cbmpietely eftabliflied, 
were kept on till the iSth day. 
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REMARKS iy the Editor. 

Independent of the injury to the ncrvou$ fibrillar 
nvhich in many cafes of wounded tendons appear to 
have produpcd a train of dangerous fymptoms, the 
dreffings employed, the contraftions of the mufcles, 
and the motiqns of the wounded part, n^ay alfo occa- 
•lion accidents more or lefs dangerous in their events. 
But there is another caqfe, lefs generally known, al- 
though common to all wounds, which (particularly in 
hofpitals,) is produftive of great mifchief ; this is a 
difeafed ftate of the primae viae, ^hich may arifcfrom 
tber'ftate of the atmbfphere, from fear, pain, &c. A 
cafe which lately occurred under our own obfervation 
will'ferve to explain this idea, and tend at the fame 
time to confirm the confequences inferred by that exr 
^ricnced praftitioner Mr. Thiebault. 
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PIERRE Gpdailleau, a carman, 50 years ofage^ 
was thrown (iowr^ and bit by a viciqus^ horfe on 
.the ^oth of Jujy, 1 79 1 , A large deep wound was i^i- 
flifted OQ the back of the hand by one jaw; its direc- 
tion 
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bittamefs m the mouth; circumftaaces that prov^an 
aficfttoo of the primflc vifls. The wounds remained 
dry» theiredges red, hard, and painful. An eryfipela* 
tous infJammation was remarked on the hand, and ex- 
tended mpidly as high as the (houlder, and the limb 
in le& than 24 hours Increafed to double its fize. The 
|)ains became then infupportable. Thefe fymptoms, 
evidently: occafik)ned by a bilious difpofition, indi- 
cated the u(e of etnetic drinks, the effed: of which is 
nearly certain in fimilar cafes. They were however 
employed three fucceflive days before the di&aie 
ieefoed checked. The (ame remedy exfaibttedoa 
die fbnrth^ produced a difpofition to ileep, for 
immediately after its operation he flept for iome 
lxmrs» Fiom this time fuppuration was eflabtifhed 
and was foon very abundant; the fwelling and tbo 
fimn dtmiaiflied at the iame time; the appetite re- 
turned. Two plates of foup were allowed him every 
iday; but by fome means he contrived to procure 
other foikl and in confiderable quantity. He had 
ibon rea{bn to repent this conduA : for the fymptom^ 
all returned on the thirteenth d^y; the arm became 
iWelled, the fuppuration glairy and fetid, the edges 
iiard, turned back and acutely fenfible, the wound 
lon the chcft now inflamed to fuch a degree that its 
^ges appeared gangrenous, and from the (late of the 
hand gangrene was alfo apprehended* Agrain of emetic 
tartar in a pint of drink was under thefe circumf^n* 
ces an efficacbus remedy; the evacuations which it 
procured were aififted by two dradims of cream of 
♦tartar given every morning. The fymptoms foon 

totally 
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totally ^tifdd. Thie fame dreffings were cdntifitt6d fi^ 
the hand. The' wound iti the cliefl: was dmfled with 
the ftyrax oimtnent titt the cfchars floughedoff, whick 
hrppened en the ioth day. The fuppuration from 
the wounds in the hand being extremely aburidant, 
the patient was ditffed mbns frcquemly, ajid panico^ 
kr attention paid to prevent the pus coUedhig. Qa 
givii^ a-^ight degree of motion to the hand, a cwe- 
pitatioo was perceii!«ed produced by tTiefriAion of tht 
artictikir furfaces of thfe bones of the carpus with the 
inferior part of the botoes of the fore-arm, which were 
^mjded. The tendohs began to exfoliate, and twi 
the Tpih day the ?routi^s were fiHed up by a Tafcuia^ 
fd^ance foft^r and of a paler nature than what is ob- 
ferved in ordinaty wounds. On the 34th day the 
pus whkh had remained in the articulation of the wrift 
had deftroyed'lhe liganiettt which unitts the inferior 
part bf the liltta t^ the radios, and had now Formed a 
fm«ll abcefe bet*rl*tt diefe bones which was opened hf 
incifiovi. ^ 

On the 56th day the Twelling of the fore-arm had 
fubfided and iht arm had regained its natural fizel 
The exubetant g^nulations atifing from the wottrrdfe 
were reprcffed by the application of dry tint ; Ihfe 
fwcUing, &c. of the hand difappeared, and cicatriza- 
tion was completed at the end of 80 days. The 
wounds of the two laft fingers fuppurated for a longer 
time, particularly the ring-finger. The wound on 
the cheft was healed fome days before, and indeed 
would have healed fooner but for an abcefs that had 

formed 
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formed on the fuperior part of the ftemtim and which 
had emptied itfeif into the wound. 

The n)odoiis of pronation and fupination of the 
wrift and fingers v0re preferved as well as flexion and 
extenfion. The ring finger only remained rigid when 
the patient left the hofpital, which was on the 7th 
of November, 1791. This man in other refpeds is 
extremely well, and to all appearance, with time and 
exercife* he will recover perfcdly the ufe of all the 
parts injured by the accident. The injury of the 
tendons, though lerious in this cafe, did not occafion 
the fymptoQis that fupervened, as they appeared and 
tpeafed at two difi<prent intervals on the cheft as well 
as the hand, and certainly arofe from the difeafed 
itate of the primas vise. Thb fa£t is then a new proof 
that the ancients were erroneous in their ideas of the 
<:onfequences of injuries to the tendons. 

This cafe ferves alfo to fuppprt the fafts mentioned 
in the firfi volume, and tends additionally to prove 
that the dangers attendant on penetrating wounds 
in the articulation have been exa^erated. It b thus 
that £dfe theories, having for a long time mifled the 
praditioner, are gradually reftified by obferyatioas 
dr»wn from matter of faft, 



Ca/i 
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Cafe of Ulcers of the Face^ Affe8ions of the Pericfieumf 
ivitb Coniraliion of the RiSumfrom a Venereal Cdufe. 

[By Mr. BouLET, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu-] 

MARGARET P^ , in, the year 1782, when 
(he was 30 years of age, was afFefted with 
fiflures and condylomatous affedlions of the anus^ 
with nodes of the periofteum on the middle part of 
the fternum and on the acromion of the right fide, 
confequent to a venereal complaint. By means of 
bathing repeated twelve times, and mercurial friAions, 
with an abundant falivation, thefe fymptoms gave 
way. The condyloma were treated by excifion. 

This woman experienced nothing extraordinary till 
the end of Auguft, 1788, when a fwdling took place 
towards the angle of the jaw, and another on the an- 
terior part of the left parotid gland, which foon in- 
flamed and became extremely painful. Towards the 
middle of the following September a very painful node 
appeared in the periofteum of the right hand. Soon, 
after the internal condyles of the femur and of the left 
humerus were affedted in the like manner. The fter- 
num apd the acromion of the right fide became alfo 
extremely paraful. Thefe fymptoms went on increaf- 
ing till the end of Oftober, when the patient was 
admitted into the Hotel Dieu. She was far from 
iuppofing her cojjipUint^ were venereal, as the man 

with 
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with whom flle lived did not appear to her as if ifl- 
fefted, but only afFefted with rheumatic pains. This 
woman was fent to a ward deftined to the treatment 
of internal difeafcs. She here made ufe of the bath. 
The fwellings in the face, which had been drcffed 
with foap plaifter, now began to ulcerate. On this 
account (he was transferred to the furgeon^ ward. 
The ulcer fituated behind the angle of the jaw, had 
laid bare the fubjacent gland. It was circular, and 
about one inch in diameter. Its edges were callousj 
dentated, of a reddifli brown, and detached from the 
cellular fubftance. The fur face of the gland deeply 
hollowed, prefcnted to the view a blackifti thick ef* 
char» The «leer fituated on the parotid was lefs 
txtenfive, but poflefled the fame charadters. The 
&in round both the ulcers, for an inch in diameter, 
was of a deep red colour. 

Thcfe ulcers furniflied an abundant and fetid fanies, 
which corroded the (kin of the neck if left on the part 
for an inftant. The node on the right hand occu- 
pied two thirds of the inferior part of the third bone 
of the metacarpus, forming a projeftion of a quarter 
of 80 iach.^ It extended alfo towards the collateral 
bones and prefented the motion' of the middle as well 
as impeded that of the index and ring finger* The 
ikin that covered it was of a reddifh brown, and was 
exceeding hot. Theiumors were of the fame nature. 
Emollient cataphlafms were applied to the ulcers. 
The pati^A: was put on a moderate diet with theu6 
of a fiidorific decodton, to each pint of which fii( 
grains of mioentl alkali w^re added. 

On 
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On the 3d day after this treatment the inflamnia-' 
tion and pain had diminifhed; the dtfcharge was 
abundant, but not equally corrofive, and attended 
with lefs fmell. The debar iloughed off on the 6th 
day, and left a very deep ulcer ; at the fame time 
fome fmall efchars were detached frcn the ulcer 
ficuated on the parotid. The foliowing days fome 
flight fridions of mercurial pomatum were employed 
round the ulcers; the proportion was one part of 
pomatum to three of cerate ; but from . the inflam- 
mation increafing on the fourth application, their 
farther ufe was omitted. On the 9th day, 8 grains 
of mineral alkali were added to each pint of drink* 
Slight friftions were employed every day to the nodes 
with the double mercurial pomatum. One drachmi 
c^ the fame pomatum was rubbed into each leg aU 
temately every tliird day. By the 21ft, the pains ia 
the fternum and in the acromion had entirely fiib- 
fided ; the mineral alkali however in the dofe of lo 
grains was taken every day. By the 31ft, the fiz« of 
the ulcers were dlminiflied one half. At this time 
the friftions had been employed ten times ; and as 
the mouth had now begun to be fenfibly affeded 
with apthse, the ufe of the mercurial pomatum was 
fufpended, and only 6 grains of the mineral alkali 
taken. On the azd day, the patient was purged 
with manna^ On the 26th, the apthse in the mouth 
had difappeared, the uker at the angle of the jaw 
cicatrized, and the tumor of the hand diminilhed 
^0 one half. Little fweUing remained at the condyle 
Qi ths femur, and that of the humerus had totally 

difappeared. 
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difappearcd. This day the friaion- ^*a$ agdn em- 
ployed for the nth time ; one drachm was only ufed* 
The flight fridlions were again employed on the 
iiodes# The patient complained of great difficulty in 
going to ftool, an inconvenience which fhe had tx- 
pericnced for two years', when the excrements were 
hard though in a fmall degree. Since this period 
Ihe had an abundant purulent difcharge from, and 
fmaitings at the circumference of the anus. There 
were external hemorrhoids, with ulcerations in the 
folds of the inteftine ; and by the intr.oduftion of 
the finger a confiderable contraftion was felt, accom- 
panied with callofities extending three inches above 
the margin of the anus. Three fmall tents, made of 
lint, dipped in cerate, were with difficulty intro*^, 
duced, but without much pain : their fize were 
gradually increafed* On the 48th, a fixth part of 
piercurial pomatuni was added to the cerate, in which 
the tents were dipped : they now palTed with fuffi-. 
cient eafe, although jhey were of the fize of three 
fingers. The fecond ulcer was then cica^trizcd, and 
the tumors entirely difnppearcd. The patierit Irft 
the hofpital, after ufing 14 friftiohsof.a drachm each, 
and on the 5 zd day of her treatment. 

This woman was recommended to perfift in the ufe 
(^f the tents, a precaution which fhe hcgkfted, and 
the contraftion of the inteftine re-appc^red at the 
end of four months. It again yielded to the liflt 
tents, which (he introduced herfelt/ /The venereal 
fymptoms not having fince appeared, is^a favourtblc • 
prefumption that the cure i^SLrcbiXiptdtifpcite&oir, 
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Cafe of a Fungus cftbe Maxillary Sinus ^ left to itfelfy 
the Ravages of this Difeafe, the Death of the Pa^ 
tienty and the Appearances on DifeSion. 

[By Mr. J. J. Hernit, Surgeon to the Hotel Dicii.J 

MT. David, 50 years of age, experienced for 
• two years a degree of violent pain, which 
fhe referred to the two large molar teeth of the right 
fide of the upper jaw. Thefe teeth were extracted 
in the month of September, 1790, without any eafc 
being obtained. Towards the end of February, 1791, 
the cheek of the fame fide was afFefted with fwelling 
and pain. A (bort time afterwards, a foft fmall emi- 
nence appeared above the tuberofity of the os mali, 
which rapidly increafed, and determined the patient 
to apply for admittance to the Hotel Dieu on the^oth 
6f the following April. At this period, the whole^ 
,cheek was fwejled, red, and painful, the tumor oa 
the malar bone was about two inches in diameter, 
and by projecting in the orbit pulhed the globe of 
the eye upwards and backwards ; a portion of the 
fungus filled up the right nofl:ril, puftied the feptum 
pafi on one fide, and pafled out for half an inch by 
the anterior opening; that p^rt of the alveolar pro- 
ccfs, from which the teeth had been extrafted, being 
depreffed below the level of the teeth that remained, 
rendered maftication extremely difficult. From the 
Vol. II, R weak- 
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wcakncfs and advanced age of the patient, littl? 
hopes were entertained of a cure. With a view of 
cafing the pain in the cheek, coniprcffes moiftened 
with aq. veg^ min. were applied. 

In the courfe of the firft fortnight the tumor of the 
OS mali augmented but in a fmall degree, but the fun- 
jgu§ increafed very rapidly : it C3ftended towards the 
pofterior noflxils, deprefled the palatine arch, and 
deformed the nofe fo much that it could fcarce be 
fliftinguiChed from the cheek, the pains became more 
and more aggravated, and in fhe end deprived the 
patient of fleep. Towards the end of the firft month, 
that portion of the fungus which paffed out of the 
right noftril returned into the nofe; the tumor which 
projeded in the mouth in part difappeared, but that, 
onthetuberofity of the osmali, confiderably increafed; 
the globe of the eye was foon entirely concealed in 
the orbit, the fkin of the chieek gradually grew thin, 
and at laft formed a fmall opening, fituated under the 
great angle of the orbit ; from this orifice a great 
quantity of reddi(h fanies was difcharged. A fort- 
iiight afterwards an ulceration was formed at the top 
of this tumor, which difcharged a putrid and corro- 
sive fanies. The pains were now extended towards 
^he ear, from which flowpd a quantity of fetid black- 
ifli pus. The ulcer became deeply holjowed in the 
theek, ifyhicb in lefs than ten days was entirely de* 
^oyed. A colliquative diarrhea now fupervened| 
and the patient died \n e^ date of marafmus on the 
4th of July, ten weeks after her admiflion, and three 
years from the commencement of her complaint. Oq 

^ifledioi) 
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difleftion the mufcles of the right fide of the face 
were reduced to a thick yellow cellular fubftance. 
The pterigoid mufcles, the maffeter, and tempo- 
ral, were in part deftroyed by the corrofive adion of 
the fanious difcharge, which even made an impreflion 
on the finger ; the ligaments which ccmnefted the 
lower jaw to the temporal bone were deftroyed, and 
the pus communicated from this articulation with the 
meatus auditorius externus. The right portion of 
the palatine arch, and three fourths of the pofterior 
alveolar proqefs were of the confiftcnce of cartilage; 
the external part of the orbit was deftroyed by the 
fungus; the apophyfis of the maxillary bone was 
difarticulatedi and in part deftroyed; the articulation 
of the OS mali with the temporal bone was deftroyed, 
ai^ was only connefted by thin lamina, in which 
were feveral openings; the right partition of the nafal 
foflfse was deftroyed, and the, maxillary finus formed 
mtk the nofe one large vaft cavity. 
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Reflections o» Retcntiqn af Urine, xvben C^/ '^^ 
terifm is impraHicabk. /'***" 



'%'n 



[By F. I. HoiN, Surgeon at Dijon.] ' ' "/, 



MR, Hoin begins by obferving, that 
with peculiar pleafure he perufed the « 
tjons and refledtions publiflied by Mr. Noe 
Chirurgical Journal on the fubjedt of punft 
bladder; and at the fame time remarks 
praftice is fandioned by the celebrated ec 
lame work : he obferves that the follov\ 
tions are an extract from a paper written 
jefl;, which wa? read at a public meetin: 
demy of Dijon. 

When a patient is incapable of d 
urine from the bladder, and the cath 
introduced from obftacles that oppofe 
Should quickly haye recourfe to art 
procure it? evacuation, if we are defi 
the life of our patient. The meai 
two ; one is terined the operation c 
incifion in the fliape pf a button ho' 
is called paracentefis or punftqre ( 
caufe it is immediately iqto this vi' 
IS plunged. This is done in tl 
I. in the anterior part of the bla- 
bis; 2. in its inferior and lateral 
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divides in the lateral operation ; 3. by the introduc- 
tion of a trocar up the redum, and plunging it into 
the pofterior part of the bladder. 

When confidering the advantages and difadvantages 
attendant on the firft of thefe methods, we muft at- 
tend to the part where the boutonniere is praftifed, the 
manner in which it is performed, and the neceflity for 
the operation. The part where it is performed is 
the fame as that where the operation for lytliotomy 
was done by the apparatus major, with this differ- 
ence, according to Tolet,'* that the incifion is lefs \a 
length, nor is it quite fo low down : thus the open- 
ing of the urethra is made in the aponeurotic part 
above the bulb. The manner of doing it, is after 
you have introduced the catheter as far as the obfta- 
cle, (if it exifts in this canal), an incifion fliouid be 
^ made on this inftrumcnt by means of an ordinary 
biftoury ; a conduftor is then to be pafled into this 
aperture, afterwards a gorget, and then a canula into 
the bladder, taking care to remove the obftacle with- 
out ufing too much violence. If the introduftion of 
this canula becomes either painful or difficult, Mr. 
Leger-}- recommends it to be deferred till fuppura- 
tion has relaxed the parts : by this means 'when 'the 
veflels are unloaded, they more readily give way to 
the dilatation produced by the inftrument. If the 

♦ Page 203 of his Treatife of Ljrthotomy, Paris, i68i« 

f De Paracentefi urcthrae in ifchuria pertiiiaci. Thefe fou-. 
tcnuc an College Roy. deChir. de Paris, lt%i Aout, 1778. 
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introduftion of the catheter is impoflible, Thcvc- 
uin* advifes, after difcovering the canal of the Mtt 
thra without the found, to open it boldly, and p 
;he point of the knife even as far as the bladder. 
this means a flow of urine will be procured, the 
fage of which (hould be farther facilitated by Xh 
trodudtion of a canula which (hould be left ii 
part. The caufes which point out the neceffit . 
the operation of the boutonniere are thofe ot 
which impede the paffage of che catheter ' 
bladder, whether they occur in the canal of ^ 
thra or exift in the neck of the bladder ; br 
thefe caufes there are many that render this 
totally imprafticable, fuch as a fchirrus of 
trate, inflammation of the urethra or of t 
the bladder, a varicous ftate of thefe par' 
der thefe circumftances this operation 
otherwife than dangerous. In fad it is 
miniature as lythotomy by the apparat 
is dangerous ; as its principal adion is i 
of the urethra the leaft cxtcnfiblc, i 
portion, which we are obliged to difte 
condud into the bladder fuccefSvely 
gorget, and a canula, which is left ii 
H certain time. Authors alfo, wh 
this operation, are fo well acquair 
tcndant dangers, that they have r( 
fully Warm bathing and repeated b 
withftanding every attention, ihe 

• Traite d'Opcratfiow, 4to. ( 
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CASE 11. 

SAVI ARD* mentions that he was fent fo 
the catheter for a patient who had a fu 
of urine occafioned by the ufc of a corrofi 
which had produced a confiderable efchar r 
of the bladder, and inflamed the whole c 
urethra ; he fucceeded the firft time, bi 
time he attempted not being equally f 
called in MeflTrs. Beffin and Marechal, 
Dew inefFcdtual attempt, were of op 
operation of the bou,tonniere (hould 
from the confideration of the tenfion 
gnd the exhaufted ftrength of the pa 
ration was performed by Saviard ; 
•• that the inflammation of the abc' 
fuch a degree, that ftiiverings, von 
fupervened, and which were the 
death- 



There are, however, cafe 
courfe to this operation ; 

♦ Recueil d'Obfervations C 
x2nao, Paris, CoUombat, 1702 
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lyttiotomyt we sire a(loni(hed that the fame ciutiiges 
have not been adopted in this operation* However^ 
the operation of the hautoUnitre^ fuch as is defcribed 
in the lateft authors^ is no other than the apparatus 
major on a fmall fcale. Thefc authors^ with a little 
reflexion, might have perceived > i. that the forcible 
dilatations obliged to be exercifed on the aponeurotic 
expanfion of the urethra to accomplifh the introduc- 
tion of inftruments into the bladder will occafion la- 
cerations and contuiions ; 2. that the canal of the 
uredira has a portion entirely membranous iituated 
between the bulb and the proflrate, which is confe- 
quently very diftenfible, and for, this reafon well 
sidapted for the operation. It is alfo on this part 
that all the lithotomifls b^in or ought to begin their 
incifion, whatever may be their mode of finifhing it^ 
It is aftonifhing, when we confider the prefent en- 
lightened ftate of furgery, that this portion of the 
iirejthra has not been preferred, as between this and 
;he neck of the bladder there is only the fpace occu- 
pied by the proftrate, which will readily dilate when 
properly managed. It is not then with the apparatus 
major that the boutonniere (hould be performed, but 
with the lateral apparatus if the expreffion is admlA 
fible, as the neck of the bladder in the boutonni&tc 
IJiould remain untouched. 



A 
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An Examination of the diferent H^odes </punei 
turkig /be Bladder. 

THE punfture abovfe the pubis appears the moft 
natural, and is really the eafieft, as this vifcus^ 
fituated naturally in the pelvis, under the circum- 
ftances of fuppreflion, extends nearly as high as the 
umbilicus : as fuch it is not poflible to make a falfe 
paffage, but from the accidents to which it h liable it 
is certainly not entitled to this preference. One of 
the principal. maxims in furgery is to give ij/ke iy a 
depending opening t^ any fluids thai may happen t^ 
ie retained* Now certainly the pundure above the 
pubis is not ift conformity to this precept, bect\)ft 
the urine contained in the bottom of the bladder i$ 
not within the reach of the canula. A iecond i&coiir 
vcnience is, that as at this period the bladder is ex^ 
tremely diftended, it is apt to contraft on itfelf aad 
recede from the canula,- notwithftanding the ciava- 
ture given to the inftrument to avoid this iHConve* 
nience. This circumftance of the receffion of the 
bladder from the canula happens the more readil^, 
as the anterior part of the bladder does not adhere to 
ilie internal parietes of the abdomen j bqt if this 
^cident does not occur from this caufe, it is iikelf 
to happen from the motions of the body alone.* 

• The two lift obfervatioAS iteported by M. Noel art Well 
ctkulated to remove any appreheojS^oni of tbis accideat wbicfr 

Another 
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Another and a more fcrious inconvenience, and which 
occurred to Sharp himfelf,* who was a great advo- 
cate for this operation, is that when the canula is 
plunged too deep into the bladder, under the idea 
of its not efcaping from this vifcus, its extremity is 
lipt to wound the redum, from which a gangrenous 
efchar will be apt to feparate; an efFufion of urine 
will take place in the pelvis, and the death of the pa- 
tient ultimately enfue. 

Thefe inconveniences,, from which other methods 
arc exempt, ought to confine the ufe of the hypogaf- 
tric feftion to extraordinary occafions, and under cir- 
cumftances which we can neither prevent or influence. 

The fecond part of the bladder where punAure is 
performed, (and which is preferred by Mr. Bordnave 
in a Memoir read at the Royal Academy of Surgery 
on the 6th of April, 1761) is the fpace fituated be- 
tween the infertion of the ureter and its neck. This 
operation is much more complicated. After placing 
the patient in the fame poiition as for the flone, and 
even nearly horizontal, the index finger of the left 
hand is to be paflTed up the rcftum, and the inteftine 

#ould produce diffufion of the urine in the abdominal cavity: 
but have we any reafon to hope that circular adheiions will 
always uke place between the anterior part of the bladder and 
iht abdomen, and thus not only the advantage be obtained of 
the canula not efcaping from the bladder, but alfo the oppor- 
tunity of introducing a frefli one when the firft is incrufted 
with tartarous concretions ? 

• Rechcrches f;}r r£Ut pr^fcm defoCbinirgie, Paris, i7ji» 
page i$8. 

drawn 
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drayn to the right, with the intention of removing it 
from the tuberofity of the ifchiiam; a long trocar is 
then to he plunged in (fqch as Mr. Foubert employs) 
two lines from the edge of the tuberofity and about 
one mch above the anus ; particiilar attention fhould 
be paid to pafs the inftrument in a direft.line without 
inclining it on one fide. Tolet appears to have beca 
the firfl: who has performed the punfture in perinseo ; 
the defcription of the inftrument he employed in 
'this pperation may be feen ^t page a 08 of his publi- 
cation on this fubjed. The punfture in perinseo ha$ 
been mentioned by Juncker,* at thie fame time it was 
propofed afteir Nuck in the Bibliotbeque Chirurgicah 
ofMarget.-f- In the year lyiyoriyxS, Mr. Pey- 
ronie (hewed in the king's garden a long trocar which 
he had fucceftfiilly employed in a fimilar punfture. 
We may efteem it fortunate, if the trocar penetrates 
direftly into the bladder, after piercing the fat and 
the mufcles .fituated between the tuberofity of the 
ifchium and the anus; and as this vifcus is fubjedt to 
much, variation in its form, the furgeon will be often 
defeated uplefs he? is perfectly clear in his ideas rcr 
fpeding its fituation and figure. This difappointr 
tnent is not without e:^ample, an^ there i$ fufficieat 
to deter a praditipner from performing this opera-* 
tion, independent of the; danger of wounding with 
the trocar the vafa deferentia, the veficul^ feminales, 
the ureter, and th,e blood-veffels that go off from then 

f Confpeaus Chirurgia??, tab. 97, pag. 674, 

j- Ton\ iv, J). 304, * 

fuberofity 
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reftum.^ The two following cafes feem to prove 
what ha3 b$cn advanced. 



CASE III. 



ABOUT Chriftmas, in the year 1764, a man of 
the name of Laborde, a cobler, about 50 years 
of age, was brought into the hofpital at Dijon, for a 
blow he received on the perinacum by a fall from the 
top of a ladder : he was admitted about 30 hours 
after the accident. From the confiderable degree of 
conti^on, great pain and feyer fupcrvened, accom- 
panied with retention of urine, Mr. Hoin obferves 
that his father, who attended the accident, from re- 
marking the confiderable diflenfion of the bladder 
that extended as high as the umbilicus, attempted in 
vain to pafs a catheter ; the cavity of the urethra 
tiras entirely obliterated at that part near where the 
contufion was received in confequence of the fwelling 

• Mr. Noel, in his reflections on the cafes he relates, feys, 
that the method of operating by the rectum appears very em- 
barraffing. Had this ingenious ftirgeon praftifed it, he would 
foon have admitted that it was eafier than the hypogaftric fee* 
fion. With refpeft to the pain and inconvenience attributed 
to the circumilance of the canula remaining in the inteftine, 
^ey dp not occur in the cafes juft related, 

of 
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of the fiMTounding parts forming acompreffion on 
this part. Under thefc circumftances, Mr. Hoiit 
fcnior, thought it was neceflary to have rccourfc td 
the pundure, and preferred to do it up the reftum; 
it was done immediately, to the great eafeof,the 
patient. Notwithftanding every attention to the 
treatment of the injured proftrate, the formation 
of a gangrenous efchar could not be prevented, 
which floughed off fpontaneoully : this efchar not 
only comprehended the integuments of the perinseum, 
but more than an inch of the canal of the urethra. 
From this moment the fymptoms went off, the re- 
tention ceafed, and the canula was withdrawn as bemg 
of no farther ufe. The opening made by the trocar 
did not admit of the paff^e of any urine, in confe- 
quence of the precaution taken to introduce a ca- 
theter in the bladder, which was fuffered to remain: 
this alfo favoured the cicatrization of the wound in 
perinao, the cure of which completely took place, 
and permitted the urine to pafs through by the pedis 
without paffing through the wound in the urethra, 
which in a manner was regenerated by the hard and 
compad form of the- furroundrng integuments*and 
cellular fubftance. This patient was difmiffed the 
hofpital perfedly cured. Unfortunately fome time 
after, in confequence of intemperance, the cicatrix 
ulcerated and admitted the urine to pafs in part by 
this paffage : this continued till his deaths not front 
a deficiency in the art of furgery to render him affift- 
ance, but his refufing to fubmit to the neceffary me- 
thods. 
yQL.IL S AfQurth 
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A fourth cafe is related tj Afr . Hein^ where the mejl 
eempkte fuccefs was obtained by paging the curved tre^ 
car up the return. Mr, Hoin objerves that the urine 
flowed through the canula for two days after the opera- 
iion^ wheny from fome accident in moving the bandagiy 
the canula came out, the urine continued till the next 
4oy to pa/s out of the aperture made by the trocar, a 
hollow bougie was then pa£ed into the bladder^ and in 
2.^ hours thefmall aperture in the reSum^ made by the 
injlrumentj was completely healed; this re-union was 
even fo firm^ that when the bladder was in aftate of 
iifiet^ton not a droppaffed through this opening into the 
tftt. 

Mr. Hoin obferves that not any of the patients on 
whom this operation has been performed have been incon- 
venienced by theprefence of the canula^ not evtn in tU 
evacuation of their faces \ and that from taking allcir- 
e^mftances in(o coif/ideration, this operation is indifputa- 
bly intitledto the preference ; an opinion that isfiillfar* 
iher fupported by thefuccefs it has met with when per- 
formed by Mr. pleurant the inventor y and by Meffrs.U 
BlanCy Mr. Hoin the father y Dr. Hamiltony and Jdr, 
Reid^ an Englijh fur^eon refident at Cheffe^, 



OhU^^ 
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Oblique FraSiures cf the Fanur^ treated by permanent 
Extenfton. 

CASE I. 

MARY Bougon, 68 years of age, as (he was 
carrying a burthen fell on her right knee, with 
her leg bent and carried inwards. At the inftant of 
the fall file heard a cracking noife, and felt an acute 
pain a little above the l^nee, which alfo extended to 
the thigh : fhe was lifted up by fome paflengers, but 
unfortunately fell again on the pavement on her right 
knee. Some blood was remarked to come from a 
wound formed by a fmall portion of the bone which 
had pierced the fkin, about one inch above the exter- 
nal condyle of the feSiur. This woman was carried 
to the Hotel Dieu on the loth of April, 1790, two 
hours after the accident, by fome perfons who were 
not attentive to prevent the motions of the thigh,. 
The right thigh was nearly two inches ftiorter than 
the left, the point of the foot turned inwards, the de- 
rangement was but nightly fcnfible from the fwelling 
and the thicknefs of the furrounding foft parts; an 
cccymofis extended from the lateral and oiltfide part 
of the knee, as high as the inferior fourth part of 
ihe thigh; the anterior redtus and the vafti ex- 
torni, and intcrni mufcles were in a ftate of ftrong 
contradion; the crepitus was diftindly heard on 

S z moving 
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moving the inferior part forwards and backwards, 
outwards and inwards. Thefe fymptoms evidently 
indicated an oblique firafture of the femur ; and from 
the particular mobility of the external condyle, it 
was obvious that this apophyfis was feparated from 
the inferior part of the femur. From the irritation 
kept up, by the points of thefraftured bone inducing 
violent mufcular contraftion, feme difficulties oc* 
curred in the redudion : they were, however, over- 
come by purfuing the means indicated in page 228 of 
the firft volume of the Journal ; the fame dreffingsas 
there defcribed were applied on the knee and the in- 
ferior part of the thigh, and the permanent extcnfion 
kept up in the fame manner. The patient pafied this 
day with fome little agitation, which augmented to* 
wards the evening and accompanied with fome fpaf- 
modic contraftions^ The next day (he was quiet, 
the eccymoiis nearly diffipated, and the fwelling 
much diminilhed : it did not Vowever totally difap* 
pear till the third day. The pain ceafed at the fame 
time, and the treatment was followed with no other 
accident, not eyen by the flighteft degree of fever. 
The wound fcarcely fuppurated. After it was cica- 
trized, the dreffings were taken off, which before had 
been applied every day. On the 30th day, uoion 
became firm, but not fufficiently fo to be left to it- 
felf. The bandages, &c. were left, off on the 56th 
day, and on the 6oth the patient tried to fupport 
herfelf on crutches. She left the hofpital a month af-* 
terwards, with the thigh abfohitely of the fame length 
as the other, and walked as well as a. little fttffiods 

and 
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and fwclling at the articulation would permit : this 
rigidity had not yet had tinlc to diffipate by exercife. 



Eight cafes more are related^^ where the fame treats 
ment was ohfervid of permanent extenfion^ fc?r. and at^ 
tended with the fame fuccefs. 



Remarks and Observations on Fradlures of the 

Thigh. 

Celfus has advanced that fraftures of the femur 
are always followed with a (hortening of the thigh : 
this has been repeated for a long time after him ; 
even at this time, there are few praftitioners but are 
of opinion, that the union of this bone, when obliquely 
fradured, will be always attended with a greater or 
lefs degree of deformity. It (hould be obferved that 
the dreffings employed in other fraftures, in thefe 
inftances are not applicable, becaufe the fradured 
furfaces are two inclined planes Aiding over each 
other on the leaft impulfion, inftead of fupporting 
one another,' as is the cafe in tranfverfe fraftures. 
Though the patient, in the firft inftancc, is placed 
horizontally in the bed, from the finking in of th^ 
lower part Qf his body the trunk will get inclined,* 

S3. puili 
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pufli down the fuperior fragment, whilft the inferior 
forms a refiftance from the friftion of the leg on the 
bed, as well as from its bulk, when the foot is more 
elevated than the thigh. From this inconvenience, 
united with mufcular contraftion, refults a greater or 
a lefs degree of derangement ; the points of the bone 
keep up an irritation on the mufcles, augment their 
contraftion, and fometimes occafion fpafms. Under 
thcfc circumftances, we have known that no force 
has been capable of replacing the bones in their na- 
tural (ituation, even though the perfon was old and 
enfeebled. The only drcffing we can oppofe to this 
fpecies of derangement in oblique fraftures of the 
femur, is on a plan that will prevent the trunk bend- 
ing on the leg, or the leg bending on the trunk. 
The ancients were acquainted with this truth: 
many modern pradtitioners have admitted it, and 
in confequence have kept up an extenfion dttring the 
whole treatment. 

The fuccefs obtained by this method has not con- 
Yinced theorifts of its utility : they have oppofed to 
fafts a crowd of objedtions fpecious but contradiftory 
io experience. The pretended infufEciency of ex- 
tenfion, the fwelling and pain it is faid to produce, 
the wounds, contufion, and even gangrene, faid to 
be occafioned by the preffure of the ftrings, &c. em- 
ployed in keeping up this permanent extenfion, arc 
all vague objcftions without the leaft foundation, and 
which can never take place when the cxtenfion is pro- 
perly applied. Permanent extenfion is then equally 
applicable in cafes of oblique fnidure as in fiadures 
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of the neck of the bone. We ftiould here obfcrve,' 
that Mr. Vermandois, furgeon at Bourg, fiftCe the 
year 1777, has entertained the fame ideas of the 
treatment of fradures of the neck of the femur : he 
has imagined methods of retention analogous to thofe 
which we have found from experience entitled to the 
preference. Their defcription form a part of fome 
Chirurgical Reflexions inferted in the 66th volimic 
of the Journal de Mcdecine, p* 51, and in the fol- 
lowing year 1786. 



Cafe of the Cefarian Operation^ hegun by a Bullock's 
Horn and accompUfhed by Nature^ 

[By Don AntoineZubbldia, a SpanifhPhyfician.] 

ON the 25th June, 1785, at 8 o'clock in the 
morning, the relator of this cafe- was fent for 
with another furgeon, to the afliftance of Mary Gra- 
tien, a robuft woman, in the 9th month of her preg- 
nancy, and who had been jlready the mother df many 
children. She was found weltering in her blood and 
in a date of faintipg, from a wound ihe had received 
m the fupcrior part of the hypogaftric region from a 
bullock's horn. The horn had tranfverfely divided 
the impguments of the abdomen iukI the peritonseumc 

S 4 to 
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to the cxtepit of 8 inches, and altewcd die uterus to 
pafs out, which was wounded at its anterior part and 
in the fame direftion. The wound of this yifcus, 
though deep, did not penetrate its cavity. Whilft 
the furgeons were difpofing themfelves to perform 
the operation^ nature accompli(hed it, without any 
affiftance, by exciting a violent hiccup, which pro- 
duced a complete rupture of the matrix throughout 
the whole extent of the wound, and from which a 
dead child was expelled ; the placenta, which was 
detached, was extrafted by the furgeon; the uterus 
immediately contrafted and regained its natural 
fituation. The fame furgeon, after removing the 
clots of blood that covered the redum, omitted dref- 
iing the wounded uterus t;ill the next day. From 
the frequent faintings that fupervcned, the patient 
was placed in that fituation moft favourable for the 
blood that flowed from the lacerated vefTels. The 
next day, after a- confultation with other furgeons, it 
was agreed to attempt the re-union of the wound by 
the application of the quilled future. The furround- 
ing parts were fomented with oil of rofes,and covered 
with an anodyne cataplafm. Some degree of in- 
flammatory fever now fupervened. Venae feftion 
was ordered, and the blood had a bufTy appearance, 
which was the fame in the evening on repeating the 
bleeding. The moft powerful anti-phlogiftic reme- 
dies were employed without producing any feiifiblc 
cffed till the 7th day^ when, from the fmall^efs of 
the pulfe, the proftration of flxength, and the cpnfii* 
j^on of idea$, a typhus fever was apprehended,* 
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On removing the dreffings, the edges of the wobnd 
were livid, flaccid, and covered with an ichorous fe- 
tid fanies. Her linen had not been changed fince the 
4th day from the accident. The bed was dirty, and 
infefted with corrupted blood. The chamber narrow, 
indiiFerently aired, and continually crowded with vi- 
fitors. The feafon remarkably hot. The thieads of 
the future were cut, the wound covered with lint, and 
comprefles conftantly moklened with decoftion of 
bark were applied to the abdomen ; to thefe means 
were joined the ufe of tonics and antifeptics, parti- 
cularly the bark and the mineral* acids; the b^ was 
changed, the chamber fprinkled with vinegar, and 
freih air admitted. In a few days the pulfe im- 
proved, the delirium fubfided, and the ulcer, in- 
ftead of fanies, fumifhed well conditioned pus. The 
lochia, which had not flowed, were now difcharged 
in their natural way. 

By the 2ift day, the patient found hcrfelf tolerably 
well, with only a little remaining fever, which difap- 
peared a few days afterwards by a continuation of the 
lame remedies. A coUeftion of pus took place un- 
der the right tranfverfalis muTcle, which pointed to- 
wards the pyramidalis; this was difcharged by a fmali 
opening. The ulcer became limple and cicatrized 
towards the end of the fixdi week. This woman was 
cured in this manner of this dreadful accident, and 
was only fubjeded to the inconvenience of wearing a 
bandage to prevent a ventral hernia. From this pe- 
liod (be has enjoyed an excellent ftate of health. 
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and has iince Iain in with two fine children^ which (he 
fucklcd.'^ 



Cafes of iortilaginous Suhjiances floating in the Articula- 
tion of the Knee. 

CASE I. 

[By Mr* Brocbier.] 

IN the winter of the year 1777, Mr. — , a cap- 
tain of dragoons, 28 years of age^ was thrown 
down backwards from an accident occafioned by a 
door that had been (hut with confiderable force, and 
which had included his leg; he inflandy felt a vio- 
lent fenfe of diftenfion at the knee joint, accompanied 
with an acute pain and a noife (imilar tq what is heard 
by cracking the fingers, but confiderably louder. 
The patient kept his bed, and was at firft treated with 
emollient fomentations, which were foon relinquifhed 
in'confcquencc of the enormous fwelling of the knee. 

• The editor obfcnres tbak he knew the woman who forms 
the fubje6^ of this cafe. Three years after the wound he ap- 
plied a proper bandage to retain a fmali ventral hernia, tho 
•iply inconvenience that refulted from the accident. 

Some 
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Some little eafe feemed to be obtained by thfc ufe of 
fomentations with fea-water. The fwelling lafted 
for eleven months : it encreafed by reft and by the 
fmalleft degree of excefs, and diminifhed, on the 
contrary, by a regular fober life, aflifted with mode- 
rate cxercife. Three months after the accident, an 
extraneous moveable fubftance was felt in the joint of 
the afFefted knee, fituated before its external condyle, 
and which foon paffed before the internal one. This 
body was felt at different points of the articulation, 
but its general fituation was j^bove the patella by the 
fide of the extenfor tendon of the leg : in this fitua- 
tion it was produftive of the leaft pain : v^en it 
got behind the patella, the patient was incapable of 
(landing or walking* Sometimes it was engaged un- 
der the condyles of the femur : it then abfolutely in- 
tercepted the motions of the leg and produced violent 
pain, accompanied with fwelling,- which lafted until 
this extraneous fubftance had regained its fituation 
before the condyles, or rather by the fide of the ex- 
tenfor tendon. This fubftance one day difappeared 
without occafioning any particular fymptoms; it 
Was concealed fot the fpacc of fix months, during 
which time the articulation was perfedtly free. The 
patient, who was now free from every inconvenience, 
believed himfelf perfedly cured, when it fuddenly rcr. 
appeared in confequence of a quick extenfion of the- 
leg. The pain and uneafinefs it produced under cer- 
tain fituations, and the apprehenfion it would pro^ 
duce confequences ftill more ferious, induced this 
office^ to confute different perfonsj who were all 

deceived 
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deceived in the nature of the cafe. Some took it for a 
fprain, others for a venereal fymptom, for which they 
adminiftered mercurials; there were even thofe who 
perfuaded the patient that the folid mafs felt under 
the fkin was mercury collected in the articulation. 
Mr. Default, who was confulted in the year 1784, 
fcven years after the accident, inftantly recognifed 
the difeafe, which he had met with in feveral direc- 
tions : he propofed its extraftion, and proceeded in 
the following manner: the furgeon, after relaxing 
die capfular ligament by extending the leg, brought 
the extraneous body cfi the infide of the articulation 
againft the attachment of the capfular ligament, and 
fecured it in this fituation between the index finger 
and thumb of the left hand, whilfl an affiftant drev7 
the integuments forwards towards the pateUa. All 
the parts that covered this extraneous body were 
now divided by a longitudinal incifion, one inch in 
length, and its extradtion accomplifhed by pufhing 
it from above downwards, and railing it inferiorly 
with the end of the knife. This fubflance, on exa- 
mination, was found fimilar in colour to the cartilages 
that cover the articular furfaces : it was three quarters 
of an inch in length, fix lines and an half in width, 
and three lines in thicknefs; its furfaces were fmooth, 
one concave and the other convex ; its circumfer- 
ence irregular, difTeminated with red points, form- 
ing fmall deprefTions; the infide was offified, the 
outfide of a cartilaginous texture. As foon as the 
fubflance was extrafted, the affiflant let go the inte* 
gutnents which he had drawn forwards; they confer 
, \ quently 
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qucntly returned to their natural fituation, on the 
inner fide of the knee Joint, in fuch a manner, that 
the external wound in the integuments was fituated 
more inwards than the one in the capfular ligament* 
Two advantages were procured by this means : on 
the one hand, air was prevented from penetrating 
into the articulation; and on the other^ the floating 
portion of capfular ligament, retained inwards by the 
ikin, was more likely to attach itfelf to the condyle^ 
in cafe it did not unite tp the other portion of the 
capfule divided near its attachment. The edges of 
the wound were brought in contact by means of a 
uniting bandage; dry lint and comprefTes wereap« 
plied, and retained on the part by a flight bandage 2 
the limb was kept in a ftate of extenfion. The pa« 
tient at firft experienced a flight degree of ftiivering, 
which fbon fubfided. No pain or fwelling whatever 
fupcrvened in the fequd. The drcflings were not 
taken off till the fourth day. The bottom of the 
wound was already united, though the out fide had 
fuppurated a little. The fame mode of dreffing was 
continued for fix days ; the cure was then com<t 
pleted; and the officer returned to his ordinary oo* 
cupations. 



CASE 
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MR. Default was <!onfiiltcd, in the year 1785, 
by a fcrvant, from 45 to 50 years of age, 
who many years before had injured his knee 
againft the (haft of a carriage. Thrown down by the 
violence of the (hock, he remained a long time on 
the pavement, without the power of raifing himfelf. 
A confiderabie degree of inflammation took place 
round the articulation, which did not diminifli for a 
confiderabie time, notwithftanding reft, bleeding, 
poultices, and an antiphiogiftic regimen. Some de- 
gree of fwelling, attended with weaknefs of the arti- 
culation, always remained. The patient was at inter- 
vals fenfible of acute pain, always followed with an 
increafe of the fwelling, and an impoffibility of fup- 
porting himfelf on the leg. Reft was again obferved, 
and cataplafms applied. In the fpace of fome days 
thefc fymptoms gave way. After tliis report of his 
cafe, Mr. Default, having carefully examined the ar- 
ticulation, difcovered, on the outitde of the patella, a 
body which eafily admitted of difplacement. Mr. 
Default moved this fubftance to the infide of the 
knee, and fixed it againft the attachment of the cap- 
fular ligament, and completed the extraftion, as in 
the preceding cafe. The wound united without any 
accident, but on the 5th day a fwelling, attended 
with violent pain, fupervened on the middle part of 

the 
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the leg. This fwelling terminated by an abcefs, the 
opening of which did not mitigate tlie pain of the 
leg; this did not fubfide until a fwelling and a fimi? 
lar abcefs formed on the middle part of the thigh, 
Thefc abceffes were not cured before the expiration 
of two months ; and what is a lingular circumfknce, 
the knee was not the leaft afFedted during the whole 
of the time. It is proper perhaps to remark, that 
this patient had been long fubjeft to rheumatic pains, 
which affeded different parts of his body fucceffively* 
The fubftance extrafted from the articulation was 
cartilaginous, and offified in its center : it was elevea 
lines in length, eight in breadth, and three in thick- 
nefs^ one of its furfeces concave, another conve^p* 
and of an oval fhape. 



Three more cafes are mentioned of the fuccefsful ex^ ^ 
tra^ion of tbefe extraneous bodies. The gentleman who 
formed thefubjelt of one of thefe cafes had the operation, 
performed twice : an interval of more than a year iranf*, 
fired before tbefecond operation^ 
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RsMARKs cn the Exiftence tmd Extra&ion •f tjAx9^ 
neous Bodies fituated in tht ArticaUtion. 

The cxiftencc of extraneous bodies in the articula- 
tion, fuch as we have juft defcribed, is by no means 
a rare occurrence, though unknown to the ancients, 
and even to the majority of French praditioners. 

Pari is the firft who (peaks of this fpecies of con- 
cretion : he fays, that a bardj polijhedy white hodj, of 
tbijze of an almcndy was difcharged from the knee 
cf a patient, in the year 1558, in which he had 
made an incifion for an aqueous apojleme, (without 
doubt an hydrops articuli),* 

Similar concretions in the knee of an ox have been 
. remarked by Dr. Vagnerus.-f- One of thelc extrane- 
ous bodies was found on difledbion in a knee jointi 
by Dr. Alexander Monro* Mr. Simfon extrafted 
one of thefe fome years afterwards, whkh at fiffl he 
did not fuppofe was in the cavity of the articulation, 
notwithfhinding its mobility, and the pain it occa- 
fioned.j; Since thefe periods, examples have been 
multiplied of this difeafe. 

It is unnccefTary^ere to defcribe the fyiiiptoms. 
The charafteriftic diflinftions pointed out by Thede&i 

* Lit. XZV, chap* 15, ad fin. 
f Sph« nat Cur Dec, a, aa 4. (1685} & CoL Acad, put etr. 
t.$, p.660. 

I Mtdkal iSkj^ku by a Society atEdiaburgh, N?ao, 173& 
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^U, and Bromfield, are abfolutely the fame ;* otherSf 
as Meflrs, Cruikfliankf and Mohrenlieim,J only add, 
that in confcquence of this fubftance remaining in 
the articulation, hydrops articuli will be fometimcs 
produced. 

The cafe rdatcd by Par6, as well as that by Mr. 
Simfbn, where four ounces of fluid efcaped when the 
fubftance was extraftedrfcem to favour this opinion; 
but, however, hydrops articuli more frequently occurs 
than the exiilence of thefe extraneotts fubftances, and 
when they are found they remain for a long time 
without hydrops articuli fupervening. We are, there- 
fore, juftified in doubting that thefe difcafes are in- 
dependent of each other, even if they exift at the 
iame time. 

Mr. Bell fpeaks of cellular concretions adhering to 
the xliffcrent parts which compofe the articulation: 
he (eems to think that they take on a difpofition to 
harden, gradually feparate themfclves, and by this 
means become a free detached body in the cavity of 
the articulation. Morgagnij] has met with ofiious 
bodies detached in the fame joint with cartilaginous 
ones, which have adhered to the capfule by a point of 
their furface; others have been feen attached to the 

♦ Chinirgical Cafes and Obfcrvationa, vol. i. page 33a, anl 
Xichtcr's Chir. Bib. t, ii. p. 133. 

f Progrefs ult. dc Chirurgic, trad, par Chayrou, fed. 16^ 
Syftem of Surgery, vol. v. ch. 38, fc6t. 3. 

i Med. Commentaries by a Society at Edinburgh, vol. iv« 
|)art J— 4; and Richter's Chir. Bib. t. ▼. p. 74. 
I De Sed Epiftr 57, art. i4t 

Yox* II. T contiguous 
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^pntiguous parts by a kind of Iig^qif At or c^l)cd«r 
pedicle of a greater or lefs degree pf length.* ' 
I ' Some authors are of opinion, th^t thefe e^tr^Aeoili 
fyl>{lances are only formed in tbie articulation of the 
knee;i* but Haller has difcovercd a great Quo^ber ot 
^hem in the jaw of a woman where the articular c^i- 
lage wasdeftroyed;;{; they have been alforemarkc4 
jn the articulation of the foot ; and Mr, Bell recomr 
piends them to be extraded in the fame manner M 
fjrhen filuatied in the knee. Bodies cop^pletdy ofli' 
fied have been found in the articulation of the lcg»l| 
fometimes they ^re cartilaginous, and oflified in their 
center, ^nd at others only cvtilagi^ousj that mcnt 
tioned by Monro was only a cellplar ni^clpus, inYeft?4 
with a cartilaginous eruftt 

Moft frequently pnly one qf fhefe fubftances are 
fpund'toexift ill the articulation at one time; but 
l^orgagni ha^ found twenty five at one time,. MeffrSf 
Henkell and Bromfield have extraded two at tli^ 
fanxe time.J The fame circumftance alfo occurred 
to the fubjed of our laft mentioned cafe. 
Meffrs,Mi(idletoin* *and Qoochff have encjeavoured 

♦ Monro, Thedpn, Bell, Loci&« cit. 

+ Reimarus UiflT. jle Tumore Ligamcntorum circa articulos^ 
3Lcide, 1757, 4to. 

" t '""og. de Induratis Corp. Hum. part j, & Morpgni 4t 
Jed Ep. 57, art. 15. 

II Morgagni Ep. cita^. art, 14, 
§ Reimarus. 
♦• Ibid. 
++ Cafes and pra^ical Remarks in Surgery, l/ondoa, 17585 
i^ad pradical Tfcatifc on Wounds, f^c, ^Jofwich, 1767, 

to 
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to conduit the cxttancous body into thatfituation thit 
produced no pain^ and to retain it in that pofiti(Hi for 
a long time, uilder the idea that it would adhere t6 
the contiguous parts. This fpecies of palliative cuf^ 
appeared to fucceed, but at the end of fome months 
j^they had not the opportunity of feeing their patients. 
We Ihould recoiled, that the refultof thefe cafes do^$ 
not enfyre fuccefs to this method, for the extraneous 
fubilance may again become moveable, after being 
concealed even for fix months without any fymptom 
whatever indicating its prefence.* 

The only radical cure then on which we can de« 
pend, is its extraftion by dividing the integuments 
and die capfular ligament. Penetrating wounds ia 
the articulation^ from long and ancient prejudices, 
have ever been viewed as highly dangerous. Mr* 
Simfon intimates, that he (hould not have dared tgr 
perform the operation, had he not conceived that the 
extraneous body he was about to extrad was fituated 
in the cellular fubftance that covered the capfolar 
ligament. Since this period, this operation has beea 
frequently repeatedr Thofe who have performed it^ 
have deemed it highly ellential to prevent air g^ttin|^ 
into the cavity of the joint, ccMifequently all hay? 
attended particularly to cover the orifice inftantly 
%fter the extradion of the fubfta^ce. Meflrs, &om*« 
{^d. Bell, and Default, make (heir incifion in fuch 
a way, that the aperture in the integjuments doetf 
not, correfpond with the opening in the capf\ilair 

• Vide Cafe I. 
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ligament : it is with this intention Mr. Bromfield re^ 
trads the integuments downwards towards the leg, Mr. 
Bell upwards to the thigh, and Mr. Default towards 
the knee. Other pradlitioners have negledted this 
precaution. Meffrs. Simfon, He wit, Theden, Gooch, 
Ford, Subzer, and lately M. Vielle, are content with 
ftretching the integuments on the extraneous body, 
without changing their natural fituation. Mr. 
Cruikfhank recommends the opening in the integu- 
ments to be a& fmall as poffible t this plan may per- 
haps expofc the edges of the wound to be conliifed 
in the extraftion of the extraneous fubftance : in this 
cafe, re-union will become difficult; an effeft direftly 
oppoHte t(f the view of the author, which is to exclude 
the air from the cavity. We arc only acquainted 
with two cafes where the incifion through the capfulc 
was attended with extreme pain : the one related by 
Mr. Simpfon, and in the patient who formed tBc 
fubjeft of the fecond cafe; the other patients fufFerd 
little. However, all authors are apprehenfive of the 
confequences of this operation. Meffrs. Cruikftiank 
and Bromfield believe that it is never unattended with 
danger, and very frequently produces the moft ferl- . 
ous fymptoms. Mr. Bell even addsj that the fymp-» 
. toms have been fufficiently violent to neeeffitate the 
amputation of the thigh. Ancient and long received 
prejudices refpefting the conta<5t of air, may perhaps 
have caufed thefe dangers to be exaggerated, and 
fymptoms may have been attributed to the opening 
in the articulation, which an unprejudiced obfcrvc? 
might, with more propriety, h^^ve referred to another 

fourcc 
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fource* Mcflrs. Ford»* Subzer,t and Viellft, have 
never feen any accidents confequent to this operation* 
Henckel has been equally fucccfsfiil, although he 
opened , both fides of the knee joint at one time. 
Meflrs, Bromfield, Gooch, and Bell, have each twice 
performed the fame operation, and Theden three 
times with the fame fuccefs, Mr. Default has alfo 
fucceeded three times. Mr. Ford*s patient was 
attacked with the meafles eight days after the opera-* 
tion, and one of Mn Theden's died.of 'a. malignant 
fever prevalent at this period, which feized hijm the 
very day of the operation without producing the leaft 
efFedt on the articulation. Amidft fuch a variety of 
fuccefs, three cafes have been only followed with fe- 
rious fymptoms : Mr. Simfbn*s, Mr. Hewit's, related 
b^ Rcimarus, and the fubjed of Cafe H^that we have 
related; and it is eyen a queftidn whether the Tyntp- 
toms were immediately produced by thi operation or 
not. Mr. Simfon's rode onhorfe-baek a few hours af- 
tef the operation, and was exp^fed a corifiderabletlme 
to the cold air j and in the cafe we have related, the 
patient was conftantly fubjed to rheumatic paints 
In Mr. Hewit*s, the incifion made on the outfide of 
the knee, and towards the u^er p$rt of the patella, 
was attended with but little pain j the fymptoms ne- 
ver appeared until the expiration of 36 hours ; the 
pain principally affefted the ham, and that fide 6f 
the knee oppofed to the wound. In this cafe it L| 

♦ Med. Obf. by a Society of Phyficians in London, voL r« 
atadJUcbter's Bib. t. iv. p. 68. 

t &i<^ht^'9 ^^^* (• viii. p. 49a, 
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certainly too much to affirm, that this operatioftpwji 
duced thcfe fymptcMtts. Are there not numerous cx« 
amples of iimple wounds that have produced very 
ferious iymptoms from particular caufes, as morbid 
aflfedions of the prnnae vise^ a diTeafed ftate of th« 
fecretions, &c. It is a faft uQiverfally admitted^ that 
bleeding, even when performed in the beft manner, 
has been fometimes foUowed.with pain^ infiarama-^ 
(ton, and ahcefles^ iinder particular circumfbmcesqf 
the conftituidoQ. 



Cafe of an Extirpation of a cqnfiderahte Par$^ efify 
TJbyroid Gland* 

[By Mr. GiR AUPi Sui^geon. to tihe HotdrDissk.] 

IN the year 1784, J. Hyons, 20 years of age, ex- 
perienced an acute pain at the middle and anterior 
part of the neck, in c|nfequence of a violent exten- 
fion of the head : this pain, which was only momen- 
tary, was followed with fome difficulty of motion. 
About three months afterwards, a fmall, hard, indo- 
fcnt tumor appeared on the right fide of the trachea; 
this fwelling was unattended with pain or alteration jn 
the colour of the integuments ; the tumor feemed to 
l?c raifed by apulfatqry aftion, which feemed to prove 

the 
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tfee ckirtentfe df 4c large strtei-y fitirdted ttndem^tHi 
Wid in fidt it* We Was fituated ori the gciterd 
feourfe^ the cafotid ancty. The patient, feel;, 
feg^ fltf iiiddhWAieftcii, • faeglcfted it tihtil' Junt; 
if96^ ''At this time, the tuffior Wa&ofteijlifch ttt di^i. 
meter ; it^ progress, which in the firft inftance .waSi 
lioWj now augmented ^ith. pf6pdrti6nable rapidity j 
iritertid reitiedies, artd* topical applications, had n6 
cffeft ih preventing iti increafe; ^ fluctuation' in its 
liehter was foori evident ; an ihciffon was then rrildfe 
Into this part, and a quantity of yeBow ferofitydiC* 
char^di Three months after this operation, whic& 
was ndt of the leaft fefVice, rccoUife was had id tattil^ 
iits, which were repeatedly applied without any ad^ 
vantage being obtained. On the iotn of Marchf, 
i7'9i,' (be prefented herfelf for admiffion at the Ho- 
tel DSeu. At this period, the tumor was two inchek 
fM dianieter, found, hardj and atta=ehed to the' right 
itrid middte part of the trachea, and piifheti outwardi 
the fterno-maftoideus mufele. Independent .df if i 
being fenfibly riaiifcd by each pxrifation of ihe rffferiesj 
k ob'i^yc^ the motions of deglutitioif^, aridan a flight 
degfee impeded the paflage of the folld aliment; 
The patient, earneflly defiring to get rid of-fuch atl 
inconvenient deformity, determined to ftrbmit to if i 
extirpatFon, which appeared her only refourc'e. Th6 
da'nger, tlie length of time, and the pain neceffarily. 
^nexed to- the operation, were not concealed frbnl 
h«r. The operation, after a few days previous pre^ 
^aration*, was performed in the amphitheatre by Mri 
JDefeakiji the fbfldWiflg manner; the pa*ietit being 

T 4 lai^ 
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hid on her Kackj a little inclined on the left (kkr 
with the head and neck more raifed than the reft of 
the body, the fuigeon made a Ipagitudinal incifioa 
through the middle of the tu^iqr, be^nning one inch 
above, and finiftiing one inch bdow, to allow room 
to finifh the opeiation* with eafe; in the firft fedtion 
he cut down as far as the gland, dividing the integur 
inents, the platyfma^mycides, and fome fibres of tb» 
ftemorhyoideii and iterno-thyroideii mufcles; an af- 
liftant, with the view of fixing the tumor, drew to^ 
wards the left the infide edge of the wound made by 
the incifion, whilft the furgeon detached it from the 
ilerno-maftoideus mufcle« In difleding the cellular 
fubftance which united the parts, two fmall arteries 
■were divided, which were raifed by a pair of diffeftF 
ing forceps and fecured by ligature. The external 
furface of the tumor being thus difengaged, the in* 
ternal part was detached in the fame way. The tu^ 
mor was drawn outwards by means of a hook, that 
jc might be feparated with more eafe from the ante- 
rior part and from the fide of the trachea* Tn the 
courfe of this difleftion, the branches of the thyroid 
arteries were fucceffively tied, as faft as they were 
divided. The afliftant to whom the hook was con- 
fided direded the gland from within and forwards, 
whilil the furgeon finilhed the difledion outwards 
and from above downwards. This part of the opera-* 
tion was the moil minute and difficult : it was ne« 
ceflBtry by means of a fponge continually, to wipe 
away the blood, which neceflarily prevented the parta 
firom bebg eafily diftinguilhed, and obliged the 
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furgeot) to divide but a little at a time, andpreviouify 
to feel wjtb: his finger thofe parts he was about to in* 
cifc. By this fcautiow difleftion of parts the fupe* 
ribr aod inferior thyrpid arteriqa were laid bare j, znd 
afterwards, fecured bf ligaturS by' mfcaiis of abhiilt 
<:rooiced needle. They were afterwards tranfvericly 
dividedy and the remaining part of the > tumor de- 
tached frcttn the trachea, to which it ftrongly ad* 
hered; The wound refulting from this c^eration wa« 
near three -inches in deptli : it was outwardly bounded 
by the fterno-maftoideus mufcle, and inwardly by the 
traobea and cefophagus; pofteriorly by tlie carotid 
JMTterJr, and by the nerves of the cijghth pair, whicft 
were expofed at the bottom of the wound. After 
the wound was well wafhed with warm water^ an4 
cleared from the blood, it was filled with coarfe linf i 
powdered with colophony; fquare compreffes, fe- 
cured by a bandage moderately tight, formed the reft 
of the dreffing. The extirpated tumor was five 
inches in circumference; and on examination was 
found to differ in no particular from fchirrus glands^ 
except that in the center there was a cartilaginous' 
nucleus. The patient fuj^orted this long, difficult, 
and painful operation with uncommon firmnefs : (he 
pafled the reft of the day without experiencing any 
other fymptom than a flight fliivering, generally con- 
fequent to large wounds. The following night Ihe 
complained of a fenfe of heat in the neck, and fome 
difficulty in deglutition. The next day a little eafe 
was obtained by moiftening the dreffing .with a de^ 
co^QA of marihQDiaUgws. A weak drink of the herb 
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dog^s toot% acidukted with o^ymcl, wasj pektihcS^ 
On the 3d day the fever >xra« very, moderatig, bm tk 
difficulty in fwalbwing had cotifidcT^ly increafedat 
tkb period; .the compreffei and the external lint \«refe 
tciridved^ ^nd fre(h ipfdied* OA the 4th^< the . fever 
ceafed, .and deglutitfoa became lefs-pamfiaLSup/^ 
puratioQ now became^ eftabliftied-i The 'next? day all 
the lint was detached^ and die: whole of thediteiiings 
renewed 4 iTlie wound was in a good ftate: it was 
<keffcd with foft lint and compteffes moiftened witlr 
an emollient dedo&ion ; apra6lice whickwasco^iti* 
titled for, the following days.; No patticillar circum*. 
ftancc occurred dtiring the ctrre*. The ^onnd ft* 
{owed the ordinary progr^s and was cicatrized at 
tbeepdof 9 month. Tiie patient left tl&e hofpit^^ 
perfe^ly cured) the 34th day aftjer the operation. 



The extirpation of the thyroid gland is an opcm- 
tion extremely difficult, and certainly, highly daager* 
^oSy when performed by an operator but n^erai»ly 
fSxercifed in the practice of his profeffion. .ThenuiA 
l)er and fize of the arteries oeeefl&>ry tq divide, tt« 
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near which the knife muft neceffarily pafs, arc (he 
principal dangers that the operator Ihould avoid, 
Thefe ait the cifcumllancds which ha\rfc \3&terre^ the 
majority of praftitioners from performing it, parti- 
cularly thofe who froiTi Iqapg .cftabiilhed prejudice 
have been deterred from ufing ligatures in cafes of 
woiincled arteries. Exam.ples of this operation are 
very^i^;-^ tlie fipft tiipe that Gatodt 'mh^^do^^ 
perform it, he was deterred ffom finifliing it by th« 
hemorrhage, and his patient died on the 8th day. 
Tlse-fecond titpaerhd^fiisce^dird i^ietteVi)M was*^^ 
pabde^df &aindiigL.theni9dffisi^ ^ti&hectsdoi byifopL 
-^tig jist liemocrhagefi if^hkh wcxil)£)ioc!heni^ifer ^ft 
l>e0tt:nTOrtat»,.by.G^i0^ ^..ptiXs\^'ih^(gk^xxfif^BsA 
by.,|h*.h^;of aft ^fl^ntrfiy th^:^ftift&i8-4ay»,?bd 
.J ^Al^JF. y§gel 2t^ Thec^rt' have ;p^]^(s(d ,th«j ^mit 
opcraition. with the nao&rjcomj^etQ'/jjucccfi. v. . iAlb daa# 
go; from . the hemasafhage^j or inccxiTankhar ahrsfixxg 
fron»: the difdkarge ofr:biodd, raay^bcf'Obiaiafed:: by 
pindung'ttf^ the fittaUvtfiek^ tying> dieoiv ar la&'as 
thty are divided, and bjSfdifcovefing and tjing-tfad 
k^e^vtfiei6> pftreribiis to* ttbeiridis^osi'f 'dtjhdrpakt 
ihat.can^Ti]^ bfc wounded withoiat^^a^gei;, ai-e to bof 
»rcrid«c]:;b}&diirediingfl0w]iy ands finie at si tiwe; 
and iieolipg lisith the fingei: evoj part previous to ht 
dirifionii widi tkei bi&Dury. 



^ Oooctfs Med. aid Ghiir. Obf. p. 13c; BfelPd Syffcm- of 
9te|[ejEy,. V3QLiv^.p»52^^ agdjaKb, Cbir* deRichtef, t.iu 
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ifthifiperiar Part oftht Hum^rus^ ; 
CASE I. 



rgy ifr. Verges^ formcriy Surgeon t» the Hotel 
Dieu.] 



MTALLARD, 66 years of age, was admitted 
• into the Hdtel IXeuJon the. 13th ofMarch, 
1789, for a frafhiie at die ifepenor part of tbe left 
mxOi occafioned by a fall ^ d^ pavement a fevihours 
before her admiflion. The pto^^ • difficuky of ^ mq- 
tiQO» and the irepitus^ evidently pointed out die^na- 
twe* of this ^a&me. To tediiceit^ the patient was 
feauted on the edge of her bedy tlie arm a little iepa- 
nted from the body and carried a litde forwards, an 
extenfion watt made by an affiftJKnt making ufe of the 
fare-arm, inaftate of demi«flexion, as a lever: this 
•flBftant placed one of his hands behind the wrift as a 
point of fupport, wbilft the other hand, applied on 
the fuperior and anterior part of the fore-arm, was 
the moving force. This manner of making the ex- 
tenfion left expofed all the parts on which the ban- 
dage (hould be applied. A fecond affifbmt fixed the 
trunk by drawing the uninjured arm towards him, in 
A direction perpendicular to the axis of the body. 
The reduftion was accomplifhed with the flighteft 
^^r^ofczottw; wbeQthQfvM:^D| after examin* 

ing 
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ing the frafturcd part, was certain that it was exaft^ 
he took a roller, four or five ells in length, and three 
fingers breadth, dipped in the aq. veg. and applied 
one of the ends to the upper part of the ibre-arm^ 
and fecured it by two circular turns j then palled 
it up to the fuperior part of the arm by means of re- 
fie6led turns ; two turns of the bandage were then 
pafied under the oppoiite axilla, the head of th^ 
bone b-dught back on the ftiouldcr, and retained 
there by an affiftant; whilft the furgeon applied three 
ftrojng fplints of about two fingers in width; one in 
front, extending from the bend of the elbow as high as 
the acromion, the two others were placed outfide and 
backwards reaching from the external condyle and 
olecranon to the fame height ; the roller was then 
pafifed over the fplints from above downwards in the 
fame manner as before, and finifhed where it begun 
at the fuperior part of the fore-arm* A fluffed pad 
was placed between the arm and the trunk: its width 
was from four or five inches, its thicknefs, at its 
inferior part, was from two to three, terminating 
fuperiorly in the form of a wedge and of fufficient 
length to extend from the axilla to the bend of 
the elbow ; the thinneft extremity of this pad was 
fixed to the fuperior part of the bandage with two 
pins* The arm, thus fupported, was maintained 
in this pofition by feme turns of the bandage pafTed 
round the trunk. To prevent the drefiings being 
deranged, they were tpvipred by a napkin in the fo;-m 
pf a body bandage, and which ferved at the fame 
time to keep the fore^arm half bent, as in a fling, 

This 



This drefling contained the fr«ftui^ portion]^ ex« 
tremely well, ^d retained the arm and Aioulder in 
^ date of perfeft immobility. The patimt expi* 
(kneed oot the leaft .inconvenience or path during 
the whole pf the treatment. As the fra&ure was 
fimple, no bleeding or particulas regtmea was em* 
ployed; the dreffings were renewed twice before it 
was confolidated. On the a 5 th day they wei-e en* 
tirely relinquilhed; but by way of caution, the arm 
was rcjtained in a iling until the 30th. The patieat 
left the hofpital fome days afterwards* fo comfdetely 
cured, that it was not pofiible by the touch to dife(> 
ffsr the place that had been fra&ured^ 



CASE n. 



NPerree, on the 23d of February, 1 790^. frac- 
• tured the right humerus very near its neck ; 
ihe was admitted into the H6tel Dieu the next day, 
and treated in the fame manner as in* the procediog 
cafe, and precifcly with the fame fuccefe. The dref- 
fings were left oflfon the zSth day. 

Six more cajis arc related thai terminated intbejdmi 

fmxmrahk manner from tie nmde 0/ treatment Jujfdc^ 

feribed. 
V :, . , Observa- 
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4he Humerus. 

The diagnoftic of this fpecies of frafture is not 
dSEcult : it may be known from the violence of the 
ftidck, arid the cracking that attends it, the paih^ 
the immobility of the arm when left to itfelf, and ita 
great degree of mobility when influenced by external 
force I the fenfe of pricking and tearing that th^fe 
motions produce; the dire<9:ion of the humerus^ 
forwards, backwards, inwards, or outwards, accordiiig 
totlie natureof the difplacement; the projedioA of 
the inferior fragment, the inequalities of which may 
be felt through the deltoid or pedtoralis major; thi^ 
depreflion remarked on the (houlder, lower than in a 
luxation; the immobility of the head of the bone^ 
ivhich is eafy to difcover when there is not mudi 
fwdling, when the inferior fragment is moved; and 
by the crepitus, which maybe heard on extending 
«nd rotating the limb* The majority of thefe fymp- 
toms, in many particulars, accord with a luxation of 
the humerus ; and from- this circumftance errors often 
arife in the treatment, prodiKing very fcrious confer 
•quences, Thefe may be avoided by an attention to 
the charafteriftic figns which we have pointed out 
under 1:he article of luifation. The difplacement of 
•the offious fragments, in this fpecies of fratSture, is 
.not often very confiderable ; the arm, hanging byth^ 
fide of the uwnk, keeps up by its weight a fort of 
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permanent extenfipn^ and oppofes by this means t 
continual refiftance to the mufcular contradtion. The 
redudion, generally fpeaking, is not attended with 
great difficulty. The different machines invented for 
Che purpofe of extenfion become abfolutely ufelefs if 
it is well direded by the means of the hands of affift- 
ants. It is fufficient, to obtain the neceffary degree 
of extenfion, to fix the trunk, and flightly extendAhe 
fore-arm : to effeft it, we muft adopt the advice of 
Hippocrates and the other ancients, and place the 
xhufcles in a date of relaxation by h<4ding the arm 
at a little diftance from the body, and keeping the 
fore-arm half bent. The extenfion made on the fore- 
arm, as in Cafe I. offen many advantages. Inde* 
pendent of it3 being eafier, and requiring lefs force 
than when made on the fra&ured arm, it admits of 
the affiftant keeping the limb in the fame pofition 
whilfl the furgeon applies the dref&ngs; it confer 
quently pr^erves the bones in that date of appofition 
in which they were originally placed. For this rea- 
fon, to avoid abandoning the extenfion till the ban* 
dages are completely applied, we make ufe of the 
uninjured arm to fupport the trunk inftead of the 
hands of an affiftant being applied on the thorax or 
jQioulders, on which parts, according to our method, 
Ipany turns of the bandage are expended, vide Cafe I. 
Various methods have been fuggefted to retain the 
portions of the fraftured bone, after their redudion. 
Hippocrates does not appear to have employed an]f 
Other bandage than what i« ufed in other fradures of 
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the hutiicras} his direftions are to fii the arth againft 
the trunk by means of a bandage that ^ill include 
both; and when the patient wifties to reft it, to haVe 
a pillow or thick compreffes fituated between the ribs 
and the inferior part of the arm. Celfus employs 
th^ fpica bandage, and fixes, like Hippocrates^ the 
arm againft the trunk. Paulus Egineta followed the 
fame method as Gelfus, to which he added the ufc of 
a roller expended over the whole arm ; a method that 
Avicenna and many other Arabian phyficians appear 
to ^ave adopted. The greater part of modern prac** 
titioners have relinquifhed the cuftom purfued by 
Pare of fixing the arm to the cheft. Almoft all have 
rejefted the ufe of the roller. as inconvenient or ufe* 
lefs. Lamotte, Heifler, and Henckel, have adopted 
the fpica. Petit, Duverney, and. many others, 
are contented to apply . on the arm and flioulder 
compreffes retained on by the 18 tailed bandage* 
There are everi thofe who only propofe keeping the 
arm in a fling. We fliall not ftop to prove the in* 
fufficiency of thefe methods, which at this time are 
generally admitted. It is evident that the fling and 
18 tailed bandage are inadequate to the retention of 
the fraftured portions, and the fpica will neceffarily 
pulh outwards the inferior fragments* The infuffi- 
cicncy of thefe methods induced M. Mofchati to 
envelope the arm and flioulder in a quantity of tow 
dipped in the white of an ^e^, and fuftained by a 
bandage. This drefling, when dry, formed a kind 
6i box, which inclofcd the parts over which it was 
Vol. II, V applied; 
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tpplied;* but this bandage, independent of its in- 
coovenience, forms no oppoiicion to the mocioas of 
the (boulder nor to the mufcles of the ami, or to the 
difplacement of the fraftured portions, which will 
admit of being moved in every fenfe, but chiefly in- 
wards, particularly when the arm is extended on a 
cu(hion, as M. Mofcbati recommends. 

The drefling employed in the Hotel Dieu, and 
which is defcribed in Cafe L appears to be the moft 
advantageous. In this laft method, the fradtured ex- 
iremicy and the trunk, form as it may be faid but 
one body; the arm and the fhoulder do not admit of 
partial motion, which might derange the fragments 
of the bones; the fide of the cheft is oppofed to their 
difplacement inwards, whilft they receive an addi-» 
tional fupport from the ftrong fplints Situated out- 
wards, forwards, and backwards; the roller that we 
apply on the arm and (houlder, at the fame time that 
it fupports, tends by its preffure to diminifh the bulk 
©f the mufcles, prefles them againft the humerus, and 
certainly takes off from the force of their contraftion. 
This kind of compreflion produces alfo another ef- 
fciSb, already remarked by Avicenna, that of refolv- 
ing the fwelling and eccymofis. The kind of pad 
introduced between the fide of the arm and the 
thorax preferves thefe parts from excoriations, to 
which they would be fubjeift from immediate con- 
tadt : it ferves alfo, by its form, to favour the moft 
aatural fituatidn of the arm whbn left at liberty^ 

^ Voy. Mem. Acad, Chir. toflou it. in gt^ 
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which is, when the elbow is fituated a little 
diftance from the trunk; befides, this difpofitioa 
t'etains the inferior part of the fraftured ponioA 
more exaftly in a ftate of appofition with the fupe- 
rior portion, and deftroys that tendency which it 
naturally has to be carried outwards from the curva- 
ture of the humerus, and particularly by the adtioa 
of the deltoid, which is inferted at its external part. 
If it fliould occur, as it has fometimes happened 
under particular circumftances, that the inferiol: 
fragment is carried inwards, we mull then change 
the form of the pad,, and make it all of an equal de- 
gree of thicknefs, according to the obfervation oiF 
Mr. Le Dran; and in fome cafes the upper part 
fliould be even thicker, and thinner where it corre- 
fponds to the elbow. - 

Long experience has, however, indifputably efla- 
bliflied the fuperiority of this method. All the pa- 
tients on whom it has been employed have been 
cured without accident or deformity, and on the 
average in the fpace of 26 or 30 days ; t> few indivi- 
duals only excepted, whofe conduct had been irre- 
gular. 
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Cafe of a Wound of the Stomach followed with Effufton 
in the abdominal Cavity. 

[By L. G- T. FouRKiBR, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.] 

FN. Claufe, 26 years of age, received a ftab 
• with a knife in the epigaftric region on the i8th 
of Odob:r, 1790: the blade of this inftrument, fix 
inches in length, and from eight to ten lines in 
width, liad divided the cartilage of the 7th of the 
true ribs on die right fide at one inch from its ante- 
rior extremity. ^ The wound was an inch in width, 
oblique in its direftion, extending from right to left, 
from above downwards, and from before backwards. 
This man was fenfelefs when brought into the Hotel 
Dieu, which was two hours after the accident. The 
perfons who accompanied him faid, that at the mo- 
ment it . happened he had juil left a company 
where he had eat a plentiful fupper, and had got ine- 
briated with brandy and wine ; they obferved, that 
the inftant he received the ftroke, he vomited up the 
aliment mixed with blood, and afterwards a confi- 
derable quantity of pure blood. A fimilar vomiting 
returned a^ foon as he was put to bed. He foon 
complained of violent thirft, and of pain in the epi- 
gaftric region: his body was covered with a cold 
fweat, his pulfe fmall and concentrated, and his re- 
(piratfon quick and difficult. Thefe fymptoms, 
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conjoined with the direftion of the wound,* and par- 
ticuiarly the vomiting of blood, fufficicntly indicated 
an injury of the ftomach. From this circnmftancc 
he was only permitted to aliay his thiiit by a few 
fpoonfuls of drink taken at dated periods ; a (mall 
piece of lint was applied on the wound, and an emol- 
lient cataplafm over the whole abdomen, and to the 
inferior part of the thorax* The patient was laid on 
his back, and recommended to obfcrve a ftate of the 
moft abfolute reft. In the cburfe of the day he com* 
pletely recovered his recoUeftion, his pulfe beat with 
more frequency and freedom; his refpiration was ftill 
difficult. The patient, reftlefs and agitated, com- 
plained principally of a fenfe of uneaiinefs in the 
epigaftric region. The conftant naufea and fyncopes 
that now attacked him feemed to announce his ap* 
proaching death. Thefe fymptoms feemed mitigated 
a little the following night[; he was attacked how^ 
ever with fotoe Jhiverings, and fighed frequently. 
Towards the morning he feemed to enjoy a tranquil 
flleep for the fpace of an hour. The fecond day the^* 
abdomen preferved its natural degree of foftnefs, but 
the epigaftric region was very painful. From, the, 
ftrength of the pylfe he was bled to the qua,|iti?y pf 
fix or ?ight ounces, which operation, was repeated 
in the evening. The thirft was extreme;, but thp. 
fame p]:adice was continued of giving him only .f &W 
fpoonfuls at a time of the decoftion pf dog's toothy 
acidulated with fyrup of lemons ; .this^ with now^nd 
then a very fmall quantity of light foup^ formed the 
ijhQle of his nourilhment. The third day^ after a 
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moderate good night:, lie felt an ^icreafe of the paiq 
in the epigaftric region, which extended moi^ and 
xnone to the left fide. Every fpoonful of drink, as 
foon as fwallowed, afforded a feofatioa as if dtfUired 
in the cavity of the abdomen: this extraordinary 
fympcom occafioned a little uncaiinefs, but not 
amounting to pain. The thirft was more tpoderate 
than 10 the preceding days, the pulfe fofcer, tfaoiigl^ 
Irequent and raifed ; from this circumftaoce, a third 
bleeding was ordered. From the oblique fituation of 
the wound, and its pafiage through thi: cartilage, it 
was- ndt'well adapted ta afford iflue to. a fluid which 
to all appearance was diffuled. in. the cavity of the 
dxlomen ;. of courfe it was unn^ceflary to lay the 
jatjent bn his 'wound* The diffufed matters now. 
fs^med as if coUefted in the left hypochondrium; at 
Ifeaft^ th^re was reafon to fuppofc fo, from, the fenfe ofi 
weight the patient experienced at the part : he was*, 
always eafier when layiftg on his left fide, apofitioA 
which he obferved' the remainder of the treatment* 
Until this period, the appearance -of the abdomen had' 
been nearly natural « Jt began to f*eli the next day, but 
was not accompanied with any fdft of-tenfion, Fron^ 
the difficulty ''m^'refpipation, the pain- in the l^ypo* 
chbndtiiim; the hardheft and frequency of the pulfe, 
it' fcetame nceeflf&y to repeat the bleeding, and 
whiich ''was twice ""^erfbrmed on the next day. The 
finfe of thtrft no v/' began to abate^ the pulfe preferved 
its frdquency, but was fofter and lets elevated; the 
fcreatning became eafier, but Was ftfll impeded* by 3^ 
^yed paiii, which occupied the epigaftric region and 
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this left ^ypochondrium. A kind of bilious purglhg 
came on, ftibfequcnt to an enema of pure water that 
was thrown up, with the intention of foftcriing the 
indurated feces Goneained in the reftum ; this purg.* 
ing, which was moderate until the 12th day of the 
difeafe, increafed fd as to produce uneafinefs. In the 
courfe of a few days it difappeared by the ufe of a 
decodkion of rice with fyrup of quinces^. Some time 
after it returned in the fame manner as before,> and 
did not ceafe until the 55th day. During this pev 
riod the matters wene yellow, fluid, and inodorous! 
After the i6th day nothing paflfed from the ftomaih 
into the abdominal cavity. By the 28tb the extern^ 
wound was nearly cicatrized. At this pferiod,. the 
dffufionwas circumfcribed, anddtdnot.extcnd.be* 
yond the epigaftric region and the l<rft^ hypochon* 
drium* Pr^flure on the other parts of thfe abdd» 
men produced no pain; the belly was f«elled>: bift 
uniform ; a confiderable quantity of ^ffufed mat^ 
ters were fit^ated towards the angle of %t i^{^ 
ribs of the left fide; the pulf? was fm^ll* a^cl 
freqiuent. On the 48i^h day, there was {^ceiv^ 
a diftiflft tumor^ ififtead of this efFufiori ; in its cenr 
ter thtre was a flight degree of flu^Uat^on» the'r^ 
wdjS bard and'tenfe; the pain was c;onftaHt^throug^!k>uC 
it^ whole mafsf and became pulQitpiky at ijpitiervak; 
thjS fhidtiation began Xo extend,. and fwelletl niOF^ 
and more; the integuments becatap lightly in|[M»e^ 
and grew thin towards the .oftrtilagesxjfi'the^afl ribs'^ 
^rhdre tlie tmnor feeiDnied to poinfc 
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When the purging had fobfided^ fome folid ali-^ 
ment was allowed, and from this time he began to 
regain his ftrength. The 83d day of the difeafe 
appeared the favourable moment for an operation to 
procure the difcharge of the matters coUeded in this 
tumor. Mr. Default made an opening in the mid- 
dle part, in the direction of the fibres of the external 
oblique mufcle : the incifion was two inches in length, 
amd afforded iffue to a great quantity of white well 
conditioned pus, mixed pnly with fome ftriated 
blood. A fmall linen tent was introduced, one end 
of which was left out of the wound, over which a 
poultice was appliedf The patient, who fuffered 
niuch before the operation, experienced at pre^ 
fent only a fmarting fenfation, infeparable from a 
recent wound. In the evening he was allowed fome 
foup. The next day the pulfe was freer and lefs 
frequent, and three days after was perfeftly natural. 
The linen teiit was fupprefled the next day, as the 
lips of the wound were fufficiently feparate to admit 
the diftharge of the fluid. The orifice was only co- 
vered with a piece of fine linen pierced with fmall 
hdes, with the intention of permitting the difcharge 
of the pus, and preventing, at the fame time the adv 
, inii&on of the poultice. The cure of the abcefs pro* 
ceeded as ufual, and the patient was difmifled the 
hoTpital 33 days ^ter the incilSon, and the 115th 
after the accident, in the full pofTefTion of all hi$ 
fundions. There remained only a fmall ftftulous 
opening, affording a very fmall difcharge, and which 
in a few weeks perfeftly healed* This man has fince 
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enjoyed the fame ftate of health as before the acci- 
dent. 



Qafe of a penetratitfg Wound wish 0u Injury to ihm 
^cb of the Colon^ 

[By the fame.] 

ON the 9th of January, 1791* Charles Mord 
was wounded by accident with the point of « 
knife in the left hypochondrium i it pafled in tOf 
fome degree of depth between the two laft ribs to* 
wards their cartilages, when it was withdrawn by a 
perfon witnefs to the accident. The wound was. 
tranfverfe and ten lines in width, which was about die 
width of the inftrumeqt. A violent hemdrrh^ im-^. 
mediately fucceeded followed by vomiting, by which 
he difcharged the dinner he had juft eaten. Two 
hours afterwards, when he was brought into the Hotel 
Dicu, a fmall quantity of thick black blood was dis- 
charged from the wound of the odour of fiseces: he 
experienced confiderable naufe^, accompanied with, 
exceffive thirft. The fituation of the wound, and the 
fmell of the fluid difcharged, gave rife to a fufpicioa 
that the arch^ of the colon was wounded ; a conjee* 
ture^ the truth pfwhi^jh was fully confirmed by the 
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fi^fcquent fyi»ptoBi0. A piece of finen, perforated 
with fmall holes* was applied immediately to the 
furface of the wound, aod over this a poultice, co- 
vering alfo the whole abdomen* The patient was 
kid on the wounded fide ttr fi rvD o r th e difcharge^ and 
prevent if poflfible any colleftion in the abdominal 
cavity. A rigid diet was enjoined, with the ufe of 
tiie pcftoral decoftion, fweetened^th fyrnp of mafh<r 
mallows. In the evenings the remainder of the ali- 
ment in the ftomach was rejefted by vomiting : he 
pafled a tolerable night, in the courfe of which a 
greater quantity of blood, retaining a fjecal fmell, 
was difcharged than the evening before. The next 
day» the parts condguous ta the wound were ex- 
ffemely fenfible to die touchy thib piilfe frecpient^ but 
Mither ele^wed or haixl': hb was bled inr the mdm- 
iag, which operation, fromdie ftr^ngdtof thepi9l(e,was 
Kpeated' in.the evening. The abdomen was now tenfe 
attdpainftriiand die edges of the ^Vound began to tumi- 
^ptbr difdMrge.found on the poultice was more fluid 
and fetid^ than before. The patient> who had' had 
BD fixK))s linceitlie aceident^ in the courfe of tHejilghit 
difcharged by the aaus a confiderable quantity of 
fuid muoediwith coagula and excrements: tfaefe era- 
emxkm ^peaired to afford him fome eafe; tfa^ belly 
was le&. painfoU The , third day^. akhoc^ the fwel- 
Hixg, Uad'increafed in the vicinity of the wovuh}, the 
ftiiiiwas.hojb» the pulfe raifed andifrequent> and^ the 
tkirSii violent* A fmaU quantity of blood oozed from 
tli^ woiiiki>; and which ftill retained the fame odoun 
Ar.thinli bjteediog produced no' fenfible effei%^ On 
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the 4th d^y? the ]?oukice was tiftgedwkH a i^^dcKSit 
fanies, of ^ very fetid frnell ; the pqUe. »arwal, but 
the pain in the head viol^at. M the I^ticoi hail 
pot had any evacuation for 24 hours, it wa§ judge4 
proper to throw up a clyfter ; notwithftanding it xm 
adminiftered with the greateft caution, and only half 
the quantity ufed that is generally eniployed, fome 
of it was difcharged by the wound. This remedy 
was, however,, followed with three copious (tools, 
compofed of thick black blood. From the ftate of 
the pulfe it was deemed neceffary to repeat t|ic 
bleeding in the evening : the pain in the head fuby, 
^ded, and the patient enjoyed three hours continue^ 
fleep. The 6th, the pulfc was natural and the belly 
fofc; the edges of the wound, though rjed, were froi? 
from pain, except under the circumftance of ftrohg 
infpiration. A fecond enema was given this day, 
with the fame precautions as the firft; a confiderablc 
part of it was again difcharged by the wound, and 
was followed with ftools fimilor to the precedhtg;? 
The wound now only furniflied a jeddiflt fanies, 
fmafr in quantity, retaining only a faint fecal fmcfl; 
On the 7th, the enema that was thrown up a^ia 
paffed out of the wound, but the flatus, which before 
had paffed through this aperture, novf took ano^er. 
rout. From this period the . fa&ces alone, unmixed 
with blood, pafled through this aperture. A fqiali 
quantity of light folid' alimeiit was now allowed. 
The wound, was kept dilated with a doffil' of lint to 
faypur tlie difcharge, and to prevent it accumulating 
u^der its ^dges. A firm folid cicatrix now formed, 
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mnd the patient left the hofpital on the 50th day after 
his admif&iHi, without the leaft inconvenience re- 
nuuning from the accident. 



'jfn Extrailjrcm Stbmucker's Ckirurpcal Wcrlsy tranf^ 
hied from the German ly G» ReumonL 

CASE r. 

jfLuffathn of the cervical Fertekr^^ cured by Mr. Set- 
lin^ Amrf'Surieon^ 

LUXATIONS of the vertebrje, from the confc 
quent preflure on the fpinal marrow^ are at* 
tended with peculiar danger, and are generaUy fatal, 
unlefs immediately remedied. A fddier, belonging 
to a regiment of cavalry^ fell off his horfe backwards: 
he remained on the fpot without fenfe or motion, 
A fiirgeon was fent for 1 who, feeing the head tum- 
bling about in ^n extraordinary maimer and in every 
dire&ion merely by its own weight, contented himfelf 
with ordering it to be fupported by two of his com- 
panions, whilft Mr. Sellin was fent for, who arrived 
ten minutes afterwards* The face at this tipie was 
extremely fwcUed, and prefentcd the idea of a perfon 
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ftrangled ; the eyes projefted from their orbits, the 
eye-lids were half dofed, the mouth gaping, the 
tongue immoveable, the pulfe infenfible, and refpira- 
tion fo flow that he made but one infpiration each 
minute. Mr* Sellin examined the parts with as much 
attention as the urgency of the occafion would permit; 
he fatisficd himfelf that there was no frafturc of the 
proccffus odontoides, but that the vertebrae of the 
neck were luxated backwards, and that their bodies 
comprefled the fpinal marrow. Mr. Sellin defired 
one affiflant to raife the head by embracing it on the 
inferior part with his two hands, whilft another 
puflied the trunk downwards. A feeble extenfion 
was then made, which was gradually increafed. 
When the furgeon thought that it had been kept up 
for a fufEcient tin^e, he puftied the luxated vertebra? 
into their proper fituation : , by moving the head, he 
found it firm in its fituation; the neck was rubbed 
with volatile fpirit^ and the head kept raifed by ^ 
means of a bandage. The patient was made to fwal^ 
low a fmall quantity of laudanum. In about five 
minutes he began to breath, his refpiration became 
free, the pulfe ftronger, and he now opened his 
mouth and eyes. A few more drops of laudanum 
were now given ; and the pulfe being freer, he wis 
bled to the quantity only of one oupce; he' now be- 
gan to fpeak, and fignified by his difcourfe that he 
was completely ignorant of every circumftance that 
hadpafled: he was kept law, and a faponaceow 
liniment applied to the part« This foklier was able 
to ftaod uprij^ acthe end of three days, and. at the 

expii:atioA 
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ttpiratioQ of eight was completely well aiid able to 
\ fecurn to the fervice. 



CASE IL 

jf Luxation of the laji Dorfal on the firfi Lumbar Fer- 

tehra. 

[By Mr. Rudeger, Surgeon to the King of Pruf- 
fia's Body Guard.^ 

AMoufquetaire in Prince Henry's regiment re- 
ceived a violent blow on the back from a wall 
which fell in whilft he was employed in demolifhing 
it : his head got inclofed, or indeed fufpended between 
two pieces of timber work. From this fituation he 
was with difficulty difengaged; he was already de- 
prived of fenfe, and breathed with extreme difficulty. 
As foon as he recovered his recoUedion, he com- 
plained of violent pain in the breaft : he was taken 
home ; and on Mr. Rudeger's examination it was 
found that the lafl dorfal vertebras was luxated on the 
firft lumbar, and had pafled three fingers breadth 
beyond its edges: this derai^ement was fituated to 
the right and backwards. The patient was put to 

bed 
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bed and laid on bis belly, and extenfion kept up fof 

means of afiiilantsw Tbe furgecm was able, with 

great difficulty, to reduce the bones, which were 

again difplaced as foon as the extenfion was relin«' 

quiihed. Mr. Rudiger deiired four men to keep up 

the extenfion for feveral hours, whilft an affiftant re^ 

tained the vertebrae in their pofition by compreffing 

them with his hands. To thefe means were fubfti- 

tuted thick comprefies dipped in camphorated fpirit 

and aq. vegeto min. on which a fmall board, fup^ 

porting a weight of fifty pounds, was placed* A 

febrifuge potion was ordered to be taken every three 

hours, an enema to be adminiftered, and the patient 

to be bled. The next day the weight was taken off, 

and thick graduated comprefles, dipped in the above 

mentioned liquor, were applied to the part affeded; 

thefe were retained by means of a tight bandage. 

In the evening, as the pain had not fubfided, and, the . 

pulfe remained the fame, bleeding was prefcribed to 

the quantity of eight ounces. The patient remained 

extended on his belly for the fpace of a fortnight, 

with the fuperior part of his cheft raifed higher than 

the pelvis, with the intention that the bodies of the 

vertebras (hould be brought into more exaft appofi- 

tion. During this time the drcffings were renewed 

every two days, and the comprefies wet with the fan>c 

liquor. On the thiid day, fome blood and purulent 

matter was difcharged with the 'urine, and on the 

fourth only pus; As tbe pulfe (till remained feveriflit 

two diachms of barkt divided into four dofes, were 

ordered tQ 1)q takea every day« By the tqtk day, 

the 
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dte patient was able to lay on his back, and towards 
the end of the 4th week the lig^menta bad acquired 
lufficient fimuiefs to retain the vertebrae in their na^ 
tural fituation.' The patient was allowed to fit down 
and to ufe fome flight degree of motion. Some days 
afterwards^ the drefiings were left off, and the back 
only rubbed with camphorated fpirit. At the end of 
£x weeks his ftrength was fufficiendy eftablifhed for 
him to exercife the trade of a mafon as before. This 
cafe clearly proves that the fpinal marrow and nerves 
will admit of violent diflenfion without producing a^ 
fatal termination. 



Cafe of a conpderahk Emphyfemay confequent to a Wouni 
of the Pharynx. 

[By Mr. Morbl^ Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.] 

JACOBIN received a blow with the buttoa 



N 



• of a fencing foil, which pafled obliquely up 
the right noftril into the lateral and left part of the 
pharynx : it pafled in to fuch a depth, that his own 
repeated efforts, joined to thofe of his opponent, 
were fcarcely fufficient to extraft it. On its extrac- 
tion the pain immediately ceafed. From this he 
conceived it of no moment^ and continued- to fence 

for 



for fome timc-afteriH^airds. An hour afterwards he 
perceived that his neck fwelled rapidly, thoOgh un- 
attended with pain : he inftantly determined to go 
to the Hotd Dieu. At this time a confiderable em* 
phyfema occupied the whole neck, but principally the 
left tide. The whole tumor was xovered with a 
poultice of rice meal boiled in an emollient decoc* 
tion, rendered refolutivc by moiftening- it with 
the aq. veg. rain. The patient was kept to an anti- 
phlogiftic regimen, with a relaxing ptilan acidulated 
with oxymel. From the fulnefs of the pulfc, it was 
thought proper to bleed him in the evening. The 
pulfe remained the fame the next day, when the neck 
was affefted with rather ^rt acute pain; and in the 
courfe of the night the emphyfema had increafed to 
fuch a degree as to render refpiration and deglutition 
extremely painful. From thefe fymptoms he was : 
again bled to the quantity of 9 or lo ounces, which 
however produced no fenfible advant^e; the ufe of 
the poultice was now omitted, and fomentations with 
x)xycrat fubftituted in its fteadi On the jd day, the 
fame fymptoms fubfifted : another bleeding did not 
afford any relief. The next day he was the fanjQ ; 
and independent of the fymptoms mentioned, he'had 
obftruftions in the ^rim« viae; from this ciraim- 
ftance a grain of emetic tartar waft added to his ordi- 
nary drink, which produced a copious evacuation : 
from this moment the fymptoms rapidly diminifhed. 
By the 5th day, the pain in the neck had nearly fub- 
fided, the emphyfematous fwelling confiderably lefs, 
and refpiration and deglutition much .eaiier: the 
Youlh X foulneft 
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foulnefs of the ton^ie, and', tbe bitternefs in the 
mouth, did Qot fubfide until the 6th day, when th^ 
fame medicine Was repeated. By the 7th, the em* 
phyfema had almoft totally difappearqd* At this 
tilnea hard tumor appeared on tfafe left fide of the 
neck; it was -deep feated, and attended with pain, 
and in the end terminated in an abceis^ Eight days 
afterwards, the pu& was difcharged by the mouth 1 
the pain now totally ceafed, and the patient wis 
|)erfe£tly cured after i reiidencetof ti^r^ weeks ia 
the hofpital. 
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C^t^f $ Gun-Jhol fT^und in the, H^nd^ cmplicatei 
fuifi iMfaim of the indejc Md middle Finger^ 

pBy Mr, Burden, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.] 

I^ICQLAS Pelai?:e, 27 yeirs of age, in charge 
^^ ing a canon was unfortunate enough to have 
the cartridge taHe fire, which burft in his hand. 
Stux^led by th( iiqffe and by the powder, which bad 
burnt his eye-laflies^ he did not perceive that his hand 
was wounded until he had got to a houfe near where 
the accident happened. The hemorrhage, which 
was cpnfiderable, was (lopped, and the patient taken 
to the jfofpital of St. Louis. 'X^ wound of the 

l^d 
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hEiidfcxia»ded from t)ie fupcric^pMK»fdie.p3p{fi&itM 

ta the outfide . oi the firfl: phalange of tht thumbs 
•nddefcrib^.acurve, .wJiofe conifexky w4* Wrn^ 
towards! that. ioterveningifpiLce which iapaiYttes. the 
thumb froxn tbeiodex finger. From *bfJ middle paft 
of this diyifipQ there W|§ another wound, yfhich termir 
p^ted in th? fpace fjtuated between the jring and tb^ 
Hiiddi^ fiager. ?y feparating,;the edges. of thin 
wound th? paimar ^poneurofis might be fccn, 03 well 
as the torn -?nds of the flexor tendons pf the jnjdicator 
and mcdius inufcle^ ; the ligaments which unite the 
fingjers to the. fecomd and third bonflf of the Bieta/- 
carp^s were broken the c$ipfuUrligap>ent5 open^d^ 
3;nd;Cxpofed the b»ds of the fame bones, which pro- 
jcQx^^ovc an jnc^^ before th.^ ^rft ph?)afiges of the 
j(ingers jyjth which ^they were luxated. The furgeon 
in w^^ti^ng at the hgfpital, after he had perfeftly, 
cleaned the wo^nd, proceeded to the^edudtioj^ of the 
luxated fingers in the following manner: he began 
with the middle finger, which he embraced with bnc 
hand ; and whilft an affiftant kepf up a counter-^x- 
tenfipn on the inferior part of the fore-arm^ he p;fe- 
ferved the e^tenfion on the finger in 4raw jng it, firfl: 
according to the direction in which it was then fituj* 
ted, then <;onduding it forwards, whilft be formed z 
fupport with the thumb a^ainft t^e fecgnd he;ad of 
the metacarpal bone; the reduftip^j was effeded 
without pain; the reduftion of the jivdex finger was 
completed in the feme manner; the wound vf9s 
dreffed with dry lint, retained on by comprefles and a 
bandage drawn moderately tight. In the courfe of 

Xz the 
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the night there wis s^ flight hemorrhage, which wai 
ftopped by renewing the application of the iint, and 
by drawing the bandage fomewhat tighter* The 
next day the lint was not even tinged with blood, 
The whole hfltftd was covered with an emollient pout* 
tice, which was rendered flightly refolutive by 
fprinkling* it with aromatic wine; the ftate of th« 
pulfe determmed the furgeon to bleed him twice in 
the courfe of the day, and to reftrift him to a fevcre 
diet» The '4th day, the pains became more acute, 
the fwelling increafed, and the wound at this time 
liad begun to fuppurate ; the jJoultices were ftill kept 
inoift with the aromatic wine. Frona the 4th to the 
8th day the fuppuration became abundant, but fani^ 
ous and fetid; rotten pieced' 'of cellqlar fubftance 
ivpre detached from the wciund, under wjiich rei 
granulations were remarked. On the 1 5tk day, the 
pains h^ confiderably diminjlhed, the difth^rge of 
the pus was lefs, but improved in quality; it was, 
however, ftill fetid, and by prelTure it appeared as if 
difcharged from finuffes that communicated with m 
abeefs fituated under the palm of the hand. Tlirec 
weeks after the accident, a crepitus might be heard on 
njoving the firft phalange of the indtj; finger on the 
headofthefecpnd bone of the metacar'pus; this crepitus 
was attributed to the articular furfaces being denuded. 
This reinarif did not caqfe any ajtera-tion in the fnan-r 
ner of drcffing. At this period, the fwelling had 
©early entirely diffipated, the fuppuration lefs abun- 
dant, and cicatrization far advanced. At the end of 
50 days of this wound, there remained only a fifku- 

lous 
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« 
lous opening Situated between the thumb and mdex 

finger! this finus difcharged a fmall quantity of very 
fluid and fanious pus* On the 78ih day, as the 
fiftula remained in the fanie iituation, it wsis judged 
expedient to enlarge it by the ihtrodudlion of fome 
minium; the efchar floughed off two days afterwards, 
aftd ejtp6(ed a portion of moveable bone; it Was ex- 
traded with a pair of forceps \VithoUt any difficulty. 
This fequeftered piece of booe appeared Uke half the 
head of the fecond bone of the metacarpus^ Four 
days after its extraftion the fiftula was perfedtiy cured, 
and when the patient left the hofpital there remained 
ho Veftige of this complicated wound, except a little 
rigidity in the joints of thofe fingers that had been 
kxated^ which will fubfide by exercife. 
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Fijiutte in Mo treated fy Ligature. 

CASE 1. 

Of& campleie Fijiulaofa fmall Deptby where ibe In- 
Ufiine was not e^pofed. 

[By Mr. Bouillavd, Surgeon t6 the HoCelDieu.} 

PRUDENCE Hugnct, 3*5 years of age, had Mt 
abcefs formed about the verge of th« anus^fub-. 
fcqucnt to a laboriom labour : it was opened by in-' 
cifion at the H^el Dieii'> and emoUieat cauplafmet 
lapplied to the part ; the inteft4ne was not denuded, 
the hardnefs and pain foon difappeared, and the fup- 
puration diminiflied to fuch a degree that the patient 
believed herfelf cured, and left the hofpital in oppofi- 
tion to Mr. Default^s advice. Six months afterward* 
ihe was admitted for a complete fiftula, the external 
opening of which was fituated in front and to the 
right, one inch and a half from the margin of the 
anus ; at the part where the fkin had been incifed, the 
internal opening was an inch up the reftum. The 
inteftine was not denuded even at this period, but in- 
durations were felt, which occupied the half of its 
circumference and extended on the buttocks the whole 
length of the fiftula, and much beyond its external 
opening; the fever and pain at the part fubiidQd by 
fehe obfervaiKe of an antiphlogiflic regimen aj^dby 

the 
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the ure of the poultice, which tended alfo to increaft 
thefuppuration. Thefe indurations were nearly all 
l^folved at the fame time; for by thi 8th day they 
only extended fome lines along the courfe of the 
fiftulak This moment appeared favolirable for the 
operation^ which was done the fame day in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

The patient being laid on the fame fide as the fif- 
tula^ the left thigh ilightly bent, . and the buttocks 
feparated by an affiftanr, the furgeon palfed the indei: 
finger of his left hand up the reftum, and with his 
right hand introduced the probe (flafe 4, J?^. 2) int6 
the external orifice ofthefiftula, puftiing it geAtlj^ 
forward through the internal orifice fituated in the 
gut, preffing it againftthe finger of his left hand 5 
he then paffed the canula (fg. 3) on the probe, and 
by means of the finger in the reftum was enabled to 
conduft the extremities both of one and the other 
outwards by the anusj an operation attended with 
little pain, from the courfe of the fiftulse, and frona 
the nature of the openings ; the furgeon then witljy 
drew" the probe, and fubftituted in its j-oom a leaden 
thread; he afterwards retraded the canula, leaving the 
lead to f emain in the fiftula ; he then appsoached the 
ends of the lead and introduced them into the canula, 
(fiS*9)9 which he puftied as high as the external 
epcning of the fiftula ; he then folded the end« of 
the leaden thread, each on its diftinft fide in the 
fiffnre^ x (fig. 10) of the canula; then ccit them dff 
at^the length of one line and a half: tlie c6ntigu6us 

rfi^ Wer6 guarded by dbfliTs of lint* This lig"ature 
X 4 produced 
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produced no pain, nor even prevented the patienC 
from walking. No adherence ta any particular regi- 
men was obfervedy nor any other dreifing attended to 
but changing the lint when moiftened by the fuppu- 
ration, &c. The third day the ligature was loofened : 
it was again tightened in the fame manner every three 
or four days, until the 21ft day, when the parts in- 
cluded by the leaden thread were found completely 
divided : a fmall fiflure only remained, which was 
kept open for three days by the introduction of lint 
to prevent the edges uniting before it healed fron\the ] 
bottoni* The woman left the hofpital perfedly cured 1 
five days after the falling off of the ligaturef | 



CASE lU 



0/a complete Fiftula of a greater Depth than thepre^ 

ceding. 

[By J. B. J. BoutET, Surgeon ta the Hotel Dica] 

A WO MAN of the name of Froment, 43 years 
of age, came to the Hdtel Dieu on the 4th of 
December, 1789, for a fiftula which (he had had for 
fix years, and was confequent to an abcefsoccaSoned 
by a violent coAtufioo* The external orifice very 

finall 
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Htnall^ wa^ fituated on the right buttock a little back<* ^ 
wards^ and one inch from the margift of the anus; 
the internal orifice, which was larger, was fituated 
(WO inches and a half up thereAum; the inteftine] 
i;/as denuded throughout its whole extent, and the 
fiftula furroundcd with indurations; the integumenta 
were undifeafed; the difcharge of pus was greater 
from the internal than the ext^nal opening. Some 
hours before the operation the redum was emptied 
by an enema. The patient was placed in the &me 
pofition as the fubjeft of the preceding cafe, and xhe 
probe introduced in the fame manner; but as the 
internal opening was fituated too high upward for the 
canulato be brought outwards without producing 
violent pain, a different manner was adopted than in 
the lad mentioned cafe. After the probe was pafled 
up the cavity in the inteftine, the furgeon withdrew 
his finger to introduce in its room the nippers (Jig. 5) 
fmeared with cerate; he pafifed them (hut for fear of 
wounding the re<5tum by the proje6bing portion a, 
which forms the branch a b when the inftrument is 
open ; he then allowed the branches to feparate by 
leaving them to the aftion of the fpring r. The 
probe was then pudied into the crevice f g^ formed 
by the feparation of the branches^ and paifed as far 
as the Oil de fac^ f; an affiflant then introduced the 
canula, the edges of which, guided by the probe, got 
fituated by the fides of the crevice. The probe, in- 
tended only, as a guide to the canula, became then 
ufele&; the allifbint withdrew it to pafs in its ftead 
the leadqi thread ia the cuula, which die furgeon 
. .. ': took 
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took care tor hold perpendicular to the wide pstrf S 
die forceps, that ic might mord eafily get engaged iii 
the crevice^ and liot be ftopped by one of its £des4 
As the leaden thread was only three lines long^ tbam 
the canula, it was eafily perceived by what remained 
on the outilde^* that it bad paffed into the crevice j 
but however^ to afcertain Ail more perfectly, the 
aiEfbint ^rew thit part whicfar remained outwards 
with a flight degree of force» while the furgeon clofed 
the nij^pcrs; the lefiftance evidently proved that the 
lead was pinched : then after pufliing up the forceps 
feme line^ to prevent the Itad from lacerating the 
inteftine by twilling itfelf on the edge of the fiftulous 
openihg9 they were withdrawn; the canulaf was alfo 
withdravirn by the external orifice of the fifhila. One 
of the ends of the leaden thread wajs alfo brought out 
of the anus by the forceps, and the other rem^iined 
depending from the external orifice^ thus kiclofifiig 
completely the whole of the fiftula. The ends were 
brought parallel to each other, and fixed in the canula 
in t;he fame manner as in Cafe I. 

Although this fiftula was confiderably deeper than 
the preceding, the cure wais ^fo quick : th^ ligature 
fell off the 25th day; and in this cafe, as well as in 
the firft patient, there remam^d a little fiflure, which 
took up lodaysincicatrizingi. beeaufe the furgeon'a 
affiftant^ who was directed to drefs him^ ne^e^ed to 
introduce lint between the edges,- which adhered 16* 
getber before the bottonl had healed ; it was of comfil 
neceflary to deftroy this premature adhefibli to pre* 
vent the 6mDatiow6f aa(nl:ke7 MqI^ 

CASE 
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C A ^ E I«. 

Jin Extirnat Frftuh with the hiejlinf itrnM. 
[By Mr« 1^^. (^uiitUR, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.} 

JBLADINIER, 36 years of age, omic to the 
• Hotel Dieu on the 17th January, 1791, for a 
fiftula fubfequent to an abcefs that had been opened 
iix months before with the^Mpis infernalis. The open* 
ing from this fiftula was in the left buttock, two fin- 
giers breadth from the margin of the anus ; there were 
feveral finufles; one of them paffed towards the in* 
teftine, which was denuded and thinned to the depth 
of two inches; another of lefs extent was in the di- 
t«Aion'Of^b# 66ccys, Md ik^ ilun q£ v^icb was chilk 
and nearly diforgani^. Tke inteftine was not 
pierced as in the preceding cafe, and from this cir- 
cumfta^^c the manner, of pr<»oeedifiig was different ; 
the finger was paffed up the anus, and the canula 
paffed, by the affiftance of the probe, up the fiftulous 
orifice as high as the inteftine was denuded;' z.% 
alRftanethen paffed the trbcar into this canula (Jf^.4:)V 
^hen the iur^eon piiifeed it through, , and perfomed' 
&e inteftine* during this tintie the coats of the de- 
^l^ded inte^ine were.fupport'ed by th^ extrerhity oil? 
% finger, immediately beib>fr the part ^bout to h€ 
pierced, ind by' tW'aeahsthe oppofite fid^ of^thtr 
' -'* gut 
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gut was prevented from being injured, which othef* 
wife might have occurred; the inftrument was then 
withdrawn and the canula left il> the place^ and the 
operation finilhed in tlie iame manner as in the pre- 
ceding cafe* The ikin was excifed that covered the 
whole extent of the finus that was directed back-^ 
wards: the wound refulting from this operation^ 
though fmall iii extent, was not cicatrized until the 
39th day, ten days after the falling off of the liga* 
tore and the cure of the fiflula* 



CASE m 

AcmpUte deep Fifitda witb the Inteftine demideddovt 
the internal Orifice^ 

£By M. B0ULBT.3 

LOUIS Lecoqy 28 years of age, and of a robuit 
habit^ had an extenfive abcefs on the right fide 
of the margin of the anus, which emptied itfelf into 
the inteftine. This happened towards the end of the 
year 1789. Some months afterwards a new abcefs 
formed on the buttock, one inch and a half from the 
ourgin oi the anus> snd whiciji rendered thefiftula 

' coinplctCi 
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complete. .This tnaii> who iuffercd little from thui 
inconvenience, negleded it until the 2d of Januaiy, 
779^9 when he wias; admitted into the Hdtel DieiH 
At this period the iateftine was denuded at leaft 
thxe§ lAcHes above the margin of the anus, on^ inch 
higher th^ the internal, orifice of the fiftula; the fif« 
tula was furrounded with indurations, which extended 
even pn the buttocjc, three .inches above the external 
orifice, without the Ikin b^ing afFcded that covere4 
the p^rt. This laft circpmftance, conjoined to thp 
depth of the fiftula, wa^ one re^fon for preferring the 
ligVore to every other fpecies of operation; but it 
was not fufiicient to pafs the leadoi thread throi^ 
ijie -fiftujlous openings thefi. exifting. There was.no 
reafon to hope that the inteftine, denuded confideca^ 
bly aboye (he internal ori^ce, would adhere to the 
contiguous parts» To accomplifti the cure of this 
fiftula, it was then-eertainly ncceifefy to embrace the 
whole difeafed portion of the reftum in the ligature ; 
in confequence the inteftine was pierced at the higheft 
part where it was denuded by means of the canula 
and trocar, as ddcribed in the external fiftula, Cafe 
III. In the prefent cafe, though the trocar was well 
pointed, it penetrated with difficulty, becaufe the ex- 
tremity of the finger pafTed up the reftutn could not 
reach the inteftine fufficiently near to keep it well 
fixed fo as to be pierced with the point of the inftru- 
ment. As foon as this perforation was efieded, no 
other circumflance occurred in the fequel worthy of 
remark: the leaden thread was paiTed, laid hold of 
with the forceps, and drawn out of the anus, with the 

^ fame 
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fUmte^ik and in the fame moniMr asM tjke preeediitg 

ctfe^CftfelLandHI. . : ^ 
• Liecoq ilul iMt keep bk tsd dimng the tnKttmvntf 
fiot cwn the <faf of the ^peralidn; He ext)eriehced 
only a fliglyt and mometi^ty pa(n during the tttue of 
ti^teniiig -tbc iigattire. Many indurattons on the 
iidc bf the buttock rcmaiticd even twenty ttircc day? 
after the operation; they fubiided gradaaUy by the 
procefs o( fuppuration. The ligature gently ulcerated 
through thofe parts which it comprehended;- aixi al- 
thoujgh, as ufoal, it was tightened every three or four 
4ays, the feftion was not 'complete until the 63d day. 
*rhis mati left the hofpital perfeftly cored on the 
18th ofMarth, 1791^ fixty-riiiedaysaftcrthc oipcra- 
l!id)^» '■ ' ' ..-».■■■ 



CASE V. 

A fmf Seated Fijtula, €xten4hf cenfiderahly aiovt the 
Reach of the Finger. 

GILBERT Sagette, 40 years of age, was af- 
flifted for 10 years with a fiftula inano, origi-, 
nally fubfequentto a critical abcefs^ This patient 
had confbmtly ne^efted his complaint;^ though from 
time to time new abceffes were fonaiag* T^^ 1^"^ 

tumors 
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tmrntB Aade their uppnrance abmit Jid^' i79«» 
fituaced at tbe.mai^aijf theaiius.:'.fiewasqdmitte4 
&r this complaint^ vridah<'piev«niedMm'ffom waHc- 
ing, iiitDonc0f^tfai^iuUittt^at Paxiv TheintdfiiK 
was ideated by indfioDy and the difi^i^gamzed fl^ 
txdkd t «new (iiii;^es::fonaMd under ibft frin^ rendef- 
SDg Mother operation aecefl^, as ufelcfs a$ tfaeS^ 
Tfaoee tDonths after this tvcattxieat^itbdiiftula ft&lex^ 
ifted^ The cafe Unas noii^xfteemeda&iiiciiraUe^ and 
the patient difmifled. The deternu^ied him. to ap- 
t)ly to tHe Hdtel Dleu^ Vfher^ he was admitted t>a: the 
3d of November, 1790^/ At this period dme was ^ a 
coofidera&Ie fimis fipoated on each btict^^uk^ th^ kih 
l^moents timtcovertd fhcan i^^tq^lbr a ^6gk Vadtent^ 
thin and diforgant^d^ "One of the ^ fintidEBy/cocdfim- 
.mcated with an open fxftula fiiuated ^ti thl^'iight bise- 
tock, ^cm inchrandahaif from the tttUT^ d( thb 
anus, and' towards: kt pofberior ^ttt; iHb flftufo 
penetrated 'wto tfaeintefline; which m& adenuded. foe 
half of its circumference and for more than £wr.incbes 
up. Indurations and confiderable callofities were re* 
marked in the reftum and round the anus, which 
diminifhed by the application of poultices, which 
were continued until the moment of the operation, 
which was performed on the 9th day after his admif- 
fion. The patient being laid on his right fide, and 
difpofed as in the preceding cafes, the furgeon incifed 
the finus fituated on the right fide on a hollow found, 
as near as poffible to the margin of the anus: he laid 
hold of the diforganized Ikin with his fingers, and cut 
« off with one fingle ftroke of the biftoury. The 

fame 
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fiuDe openttkm was petfbnncd fert^ 
the oppofite fide. He thca paffed up the fiftuli 
as high as it was denuded, the probe, then the ca- 
Dola, and in this the point of the trocar ; but the in- 
feftiae could not be pierced without forming a fup- 
port by means of the wooden gorget (fig. i) inftead 
,of fixing it with the finger, which mi^t have been 
•dcHie if the fiftula had been le(s deep. The ligature 
was made,' as in the preceding cafes, with a leadea 
thread, 1 1 mches in length. The wounds fefulting 
firom the ezcifions were filled with dry lint, covered 
with comprefiKs, and fuftained by a triangular han- 
dle. Si!ippuration foon took place. The ligatis-c 
fell off on die ^zd day, md left a fiflure one incb in 
'^depth, which it was necdTary to drefs for 24 days 
Biore, to ^vent the premature adhefion of ke edges. 
Ciottria^ioQ was npt completed until the 90th day, 
when the patient left tbehofpitalperfedly ciired with* 
out experiencing the jjiighteft inconvenience firom bis 
cornj^aiAtt 



CASE 
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C A S E VI. 

A complete Double Fijlula, with the Intefiine denuded 
confiderahly above the Reach of the Finger. 

[By Mr, Boulet,] 

HENRY Cabouret, 23 years of age, in the year 
1786, had a;i abcefs fituated on the right but- 
tock, which formed and broke fpontaneoufly near 
the margin of the anus towards its pofterior part, 
where it remained ftftulous. Three years afterwards,, 
in the middle of the fummer, 1789, another abcefs 
formed on the left buttock, which opened into the 
reftum. In the month of Odtober, 1790, another 
opening was formed at the anterior part of the mar- 
gin of the anus. At this period the patient was ad- 
mitted into the Hotel Dieu. On examination two 
fiftiilous openings were found fituated externally, 
about one inch from the margin of the anus ; one 
fituated backwards and to the right, the other to the 
left and forwards. A large opening was difcovered in 
the pofterior pait of the reftum, fituated three inches 
lip; but the probe, when it was pafled into either 
of the external openings, penetrated much higher, 
and admitted of being puftied in to the length of five 
inches. The inteftine was denuded for two thirds of 
its circumference, and the probe admitted ^ being 
Vol. II. y moved 
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moved round the denuded portion without exciting 
much pain. The patient was feverilh and weak from 
the long and plentiful difchargc. Reft, a proper 
regimen, and poultices, were the only means em- 
ployed for the five firft days, with a view of diffipating 
the fever and allaying the pain. The 6th, the patient 
fubmitted to the operation, for which he was pre* 
pared the preceding evening by an enema and by 
abftaining from all folid food ; a fccond clyfter was 
adminiftered fome hours before the operation. The 
furgcon began with the fiftula fituated on the left 
iide : the Ikin which covered it bein^ difbrganized by 
the formation of the laft abcefs for the extent of two 
inches, a direftor was introduced by the fiftulous 
opening, and the (inus laid open ; the diforganized 
parts were cut away as before; the inteftine was 
pierced in the fame manner as in the preceding cafe, 
and a leaden thread pafled 13 inches in length. The 
fame ligature was made on the other fiftula, but the 
ikin on the left buttock bemg perfcdly whole was not 
incifcd. The inteftine being thus pierced on both 
fides, and comprized for the ejjitent of five inches be- 
tween two ligatures, one of which was backwards and 
to the rightf and the other forwards and to the left, 
the patient complained confider^bly the three firft 
* days : there was however no fever ; he llept well 
every night ; but the fuppiiration, which was confi-' 
derable before the operation, now inc«afed in quan- 
tity. By the 4th day, the ligatures were fo much 
relaxed, that it was neceffary to (horten them aa 
inch to tighten thcni j^s before; they, had confe-r 
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qiacntly divided the inteftine for the length, of half aa 
inch. On the. 7th. day a purging came on, which 
yielded to the general remedies employed on thefe 
occafions. No other accident occurred during Ithe 
courfe of the treatment. The ligature of the right 
fide, which included the oldeft fiftula, was confidera- 
bly more felaxed than the other ; it fell off on the . 
46th day, whilft the left remained until the 54th. At 
this period, Bnd not before, the fuppuration began to 
dimtnifli. After the falling off of the ligamres, the 
patient was dreffed with lint introduced up the anus, 
which ferved to feparate the edges of the fiffures that 
the leaden thread had left at the margin of the anus : 
thefe wounds were cicatrized and the cure completed 
by tht^ 66th day after the operation. 



Explanation qf Plate IV. 

FIG* h A wpoden gorget, ufed in the incifion for 
fiftulsB in ano, concave on one fide, 
convex on the other ; the length 7 inches, * 
the width from 7 to 8 lines. 

FiGt Ih A probe made of gold, filver, or fteel, 

from fix inches and an half to feven inches 

in length, the diameter about two thirds 

Yz of 
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of a line, the ftiape cylindrical, without 
a button ; the edges only a little rounded. 

FIG. III. A canula of gold or lilvcJr, about fix 
inches long and exactly adapted to the 
probe. The end 3 is finifhed in the 
fame manner as the extremity of a ca- 
nula for a trocar. 

FIG. IV. A trocar of gold or fteel, of the fame 
fize as the probe, and exadtly adapted to 
the canula, which it exceeds in length 
by its point.^ 

FIG. V. A pair of nippers, made either of filver, 
fteel or copper ; their ufe is to draw the 
lead out of the inteftine; the length 
feven inches, and the width of each of the 
branches about fix lines; a f g^s, gutter 
formed by the re-union of the branches, 
cut in a Hoping direftion for their whole 
length;/^, a crevice one line and a 
half in depth, formed by the feparation 
of the branches, and intended to receive 
the end of the probe and of the ligature 5 
the extremity of the crevice, /, is not 
quite a line in depth, confequently it 
will not admit the end of the canula— 
a by the male branch, / d^ the female 
branch, feparately (hewn in Fig, VI. 
and VIL~r, the ipring feparating the 
branches. 

FIG. 
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FIG. VL' The female branch of the nippers— 
/, that part of the inftrument forming a 
4indoff«/ de Jac^ to retain the other 
branch ; / «, the blunt part, covering 
and exaftly adapting itfclf to the con- 
vexity of the male branch, covering the 
whole crevice when the nippers ai'e 
opened. 

FIG. VII. The male branch terminating in the 
prolongation ^, intended to be received 
in the culde/ac /, which terminates the 
female branch; this prolongation is 
leffer in width than the cul icfac through-? 
out the whole extent of the opening of 
the nippers ; y z, the edge of the inr 
ftrument, furniftied with furrows, as well 
as the correfpondent fide of the female 
branch, contrived to retain the lead. 

FIG. VIII. Seftion of the nippers to (hew the co- 
vering portion. 

FIG* IX. A canula of gold or filver, flat, five or 
fix lines in length, two in width, in- 
tended for the tightening of the ligature* 

FIG. X- A fimilar canula, but longer, to fhew 
the notch x, intended to receive and fix 
the extremities pf the leaden thread; tht 
imds of thefe canulas ftipuld * be blunt, 
that the ligatures may not be cu^. 

y 3 Reflec- 
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Reflegtiovs. 

We (hall not enter into the hiftory of the treat- 
ment of the fiftula in ano, nor do we propofe an ex- 
clufivc mode of cure. Every able praftitroner knows> 
that although the ligature will fucceed in a number 
of cafesy there are alfo particular circumftances which 
Indicate the life of the inftrument with the cutting. 
edge. To explain clearly the aftion of our inftru- 
ments, we have entered into a very minute detail. 
We Ihall juft take a cnrfory view of the principal 
means hitherto employed for the cure of fifttJa in 
ano, by which means the reader wilt be enabled ta 
judge which is entitled to the preference. The ap- 
plication of the ligature was in ufe at the time of 
Hippocrates, who defcribcs the operation with his 
i}fual accuracy: his plan, in fome particulars^ is 
preferable to any fince employed; he ufed five very 
line flax threads t willed together on horfe hair; this 
ligature was then pafTed lip the fiftula by means of & 
tinprobe^ with ^n eye at its extremity; the probe 
was then pufhed up the gut as high as the index fin- 
ger, which was paffed up the reftum ; the probe was 
then bent by means of this finger, and the end of the 
ligature difengaged and broyght out of the anus;^ 

* Ubi rtTQ fpeeilhim contigeril digitum, inflexa fummft 
IpeciUi parte, loi^iiim Sc int, quod eft in ^ecillo, per digitus^ 
addupko: 8c fpecUkim quide^ rutfas extrabit<>. Lib. de Fif- 
lulls, torn. irv. de U CpUeftign d'H^lkr. 

the 
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the pfbbe Was thert withdrawn, the ends of^the liga- 
ture fetured by i knot, and tightened every day until 
the parts wfere completely divided; if the thread was 
rotten before the ftdion was completed, a new liga- 
tiire was pafled by means of the horfe hair^ which was 
difpofed ejtprefsly for this purpofe, and not, as fome 
authors fuppofe, to accelerate the feftioh; Celfus 
defcribes a fpecieis of ligature5 but not the fame with 
that of Hippocrates; it is only a ligature on the fkiil 
which covered the iiftulous orifice near the anus : he 
employed only the fcalpel when the flftula was di-^ 
l"e6t:ed towards the inteftine* This author diredts ail 
eye probe to be armed with a double pr triple thread 
and pafled to the bottom of the fiftula ; the fkin co- 
vering the point of the probe is to be incifed ; th6 
probe then drawn through the^ew rtiade opening. It 
is clear that he does not mean a fiftula interefting the 
inteftine ; there is even fome ground to fuppofe that 
Celfus rejefted every fpecies oi operation when thd 
fiftula was complete, at leaft when the internal orifice 
was fituated a certain degree of depth in-the reftum^ 
for in thefe cafes he only ordered topical remedies^ 
It h, however^ the operation of Celfus, that moft au- 
thors have taken for their model in the ligature of 
fiftulas communicating with the redlumj whether 
complete^ or, bounded by the coats of the rec-' 
tum, deprived at this part of its cellular texture* 
tn the firft cafe, they introduced a probe in the man- 
ner of a feton up the external opening, penetrated 
the rcdum and withdrew it outwards by means of 
the fingen The probe was generally made of filv^er ; 

y 4 fome 
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fome practitioners prefered lead from its greater de- 
gree of flexibility. When die fiftula did not penetrate 
into the reftum, the thin coats of this inteftine were 
preffed with confiderable force by the probe; this 
was neceflarily attended with extreme pain; for 
which rcafons thefe probes have fince been made 
blunt; fome praftitioners have (harpened the point 
by giving it a cutting edge, but it was fubjeft to the 
inconvenience of wounding the neighbouring parts; 
to obviate this difficulty, Fabricius ab Aquapendentc 
propofed to fix a fmall ball of wax on the end of the 
inflxument. Pare fuggefted an inftrument much 
more convenient and certain in its cffc&. ; this is a 
canula, which is to be carried againft the inteftine^ 
which is to be pierced by a needle (whofe point was 
in the form of a lancet) introduced up the canula ; 
the needle and canula were then withdrawn, and the 
leaden probe paffed, as in the complete fiftula. By 
this procedure the furgeon incurred no rifque of 
, wounding his finger, which might eafily have hap- 
pened by retracing and bending a pointed inftrument 
m the cavity of the redum ; but on the other hand 
we arc to confider, that after the canula is withdrawn 
fome difficulty may occur in finding the new made- 
opening, particularly if the coats of the inteftine arc 
denuded to any great extent. The introduftion of 
the canula itfelf, from the extent of its furfacc, muft 
necefTarily be difficult, unlefs it is pafled upon the 
probe, which Paie does not mention. 

Such are the inftruments that have been fuggefted 
for pafSng the ligature, to which may be added the 
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he a corbin with which Girault brought the extre- 
mity of the probe out of the anus, and the inftrumcnt 
contrived by Foubert to carry a metalic thread in 
the fiflulous iinus. It is unneceiTary to remark how 
difHcult it is to conduft the probe through th€ rec- 
tum when the fiftuia was a little high up, and the 
pain neceflarily attendant on bending a metallic in- 
fb\]ment on the edge of the fiflulous opening, even 
if it was made of tin^ as fome authors have propofed; 
there is danger alfo of injuring the coats of the intef- 
tine. With refpeft to the compofition of the ligature^ 
feveral flax or hempen threads were twifted together, 
or mixed with horfe hair, according to Park's man- 
ner : fome pradtitioners prefer lilk^ as being lefs fub« 
jeft to rot. Almofl all authors recommend this 
ligature to be fecured by a knot^ in the iame way as 
mentioned by Hippocrates. Fabricius Aquapeti* 
dente rolled it on a fmall cylinder of wood. J^iolaa 
fuggefled a kind of axle-tree, very complicated in its 
conflruftion; and Girault his fiftular inftrument, 
which was nothing more than a ring, on which the 
ends of the ligature were fecured by a knot; this was 
inqlofed in a cafe, with a hole at one of the ends for 
the paflage of the ligature.* Foubert employed lead 
drawn to a fine thread, united their ends, and twilled 
them together ; this kind of ligature has the advan- 
tage oi producing lefs pain, but is apt to break and 
is fubjeft to other inconveniences. From the plan 
adopted in the H6tel Dieu, the pain is (pared, which 

• Voycz la Chir. Franc, dc Dalcchamps, Paris, i6ia. 
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h mfeparabte to the other methods; it is befidfes i 
much cafier operation : the ligature may be laid hold 
of> eveti when fituated vtry high up, with the nip- 
|jers> without any danger of wounding the reftutri, 
confequently fiftute may be cured by this method 
fituated higher than the reach of the finger^ which 
until now have been viewed by praftitioners as incu- 
ittble** tt is unheccffary to infift on thfe advantages 
derived froih the canula t it enables us to introduce 
and direft the leaden thready and to pietce the intef- 
tine with fafety and certainty by mtans of the trocar. 
Vlt (hould remark^ that by tightening the ligature 
tirith the (mail canula, dn which the ends of the leaden 
J^robe are betit, the acute piin hecaffarily incident to 
twiftingis prevented ; the lead by this means is not 
fubjeft to he ftretched or broken ; it can be alfo 
fightehed at Ivill and to any determinate degree, and 
l3iere is never a ncceffity to finifh the fcdtion by the 
biftoury* 

We Ihall finilli this article by this important re- 
mark, that the treatment of fiftul* in ano by liga- 
ture, pradifed in the manner we have dircftedi does 
not laft longer than by incifion, but is frequently 
of (horter duration; and that during the time occu- 
pied in the cure, the patient is not obliged to keep 
his bed, nor is expofcd to fuch an abundant fuppura- 
tionas when it is performed by incifion* 

* Voyez pcrtrandi Traite d^Opcrations Aqrell ChirUfgifchc 
Vorfallc apud Richter Ghir. Bib. tom.iv, f* 46/1 BcU'sSyf- 
lem of Surgery, vol, iu chi ap, p. 305. 
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Cqf^cfa Gun-fiot Wound with a FraOure ofthtUft 
Ftmur. 



OK the 28th of February, 1 791, Louis Wayfiftef,- 
one of the national Oenfdarmes, received a fliof 
from a gun on the fi]|>erior part and on the oinfide ef 
the thigh. At the time he was wounded he was qii 
horfe back on his way to joia his regiment. The ball 
pafled through both thighs, and fradiured the leff« 
To avoid the fury of the populace, h6 gaMopji^ed ^ 
to the diftance of above two hundred pace» frc^ tha 
place where he received the wound. At this phii^d 
he was ftopped and pulled off his h(^fe by a butcher^ 
who conveyed him without any precaution to a neigh<» 
bouring houfe, where he remained from noon Until 1 1 
o'clock in the evening; at this time he Was fent to the 
Hotel IXeu. Notwithftanding the application of reteiv* 
tive means, thefradured thigh was more than four 
inches (hotter ; the inferior fragment, thrown outwards^ 
formed a considerable projection ; a round aperture 
was remarked, fituated four fingers breadth below 
the trochanter major; this was occafioned by the en* 
trance of the ball, which, after fra£kurii>g the femur, 
and traverfing the thigh, had pa£Eed oxu at its fupe- 
rior atid internal part near die origin of the fcrotum, 
whidh it had dr^id^d without injuring the teflicles;: 
from thence it had penetrated the right thigh, towards 
the f(iperi«r a^ttchnftetkl of the firft of -the addudors, 
ttavcrfing it itt patt, Afld pafliflg before the femur 

without 
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Without frafturing it, and making its exit two fingew 
breadth below the trochanter major. 

The patient experienced the moll excruciariiig 
pain, particularly in the fraftured thigh, which was 
already confiderably fwelled. After conveniently 
arranging the bed and dreffings, the trunk wad fixed 
by aifi{lancs,and a counter extenfionkept upon thepeU 
vis and under the axilla, whilft a confiderable extenfion 
was made on the foot by a ftrong affiftant. Mr. De« 
fault then occupied himfelf in the reduftionj by pufh- 
ing the inferior fragment inwards, and conducing 
outwards the fuperior fragment ; this redudtion was 
not attended with much difficulty : th^ furgeon then 
attempted to examine the courfe of the ball by means 
of a probe, with the intention of paffinga feton, but 
the direftion of the wound wasfo altered by the fwel- 
Kng and other circumftances that all endeavours to 
pafs it proved ineffedlual; it was not deemed eli- 
gible prafticeto enlarge the wound at the entrance 
or at the exit of the ball.* 

Dry lint and a bandage were only applied to thefe 
parts, and kept conftantly moift with the aq. 
veg. mim To maintain the limb in a ftateofcon- 
ftant extenfion, recourfe was had to the counter ex- 
tenfion on the cheft, kept up by means of a body- 
bandage, and bands fixed to the head of the bed. 
The wounds of the fupenor and internal part of the 
thigh, rendered every means of keeping up a counter 

* The general pi'a^tice of incifions in cafes of this nature 
has been relin<itiiihed in the Hotel Dieu from experience of its 
Uifttccefst .. 

extenfion 
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cxtcnfion on the inferior part of the body imprafticl* 
ble. The furgeon eafily fuccecded in pafiing afeton in 
thccourfcof the ball in the right thigh : the paits where 
it entered and palTed out were drefled in the fame man- 
ner as the other. When the wounds were dreffed, 
and the frafture reduced, the pain fubfided ; he paffed 
the reft of the night edfily, and flept for fome hours. 
The next day, from the ftate of the pulfe, he was bled 
twice, and kept on a rigid diet. A ptifan was or-* 
dered of the decodtion of dog's tooth, with one ounce 
and a half of oxymel to each pint. The lint and 
comprefles which covered the wounds were tinged 
with blood ; thefe were removed, and renewed in the 
evening. The night was calni. The tliird day there 
was little fever ; the comprefles were tinged with a 
bloody fluid, which from its fmell announced afpeedy 
fuppuration. It was eftabliflied by the 5th ; the fame 
drefling and regimen were perievered in. By the 6th, 
an abcefs appeared to have been formed at the frac* 
tured thigh, below where the ball had entered and 
iituated between the trochanter major and the fupe- 
rior Ipinous procefs of the iliiim. The dreflings for 
the fradlure were now re-applied without producing 
either pain or fatigue. On the 8th, fuppuration was 
abundant, and feemed to come froni the abcefs, 
which was opened by an inciiion of about two inches 
in length, with a view to facilitate its difcharge ; a 
very confiderablc quantity of bloody, purulent mat- 
ter iflfued from the orifice 5 the edges were kept fepa- 
rate by lint. On the 9th, fome fpoonfuls of rice 
crejim were allowed, and the quantity encreafed;^ 

the 
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die foiloving days his fuflerings were (rifling, and his 
ftrcDglh evidently incfeated,, notwithftanding the 
ilftfcharge vas abundant. On the i4th9 the difcharge 
fmeUed like rotten cheefe; this peculiaritT* led to no 
alteration either in the drefling cm:* reginfien. The * 
vaunds were in a good date, ahhou^ not enlarged 
hf iiicifion. On the 2 (ft, the patient complained 
confid^abfy. of the&aSxired thigh: thisx^firtin^ftanee 
«!as feiQii expWned : he had been imprudent enough 
to detach the body^bandage pafied roisnd the thorax; 
and which ferved to keep up a counter extenfion; 
the urunk, being no longer fuftained by the bandage, 
Hided' down towards the foot ai the bed, and caufed 
ibc ends of the fira&ured povtion^ to ride over each * 
<itl!ier» The reduAion of the ftadure, and the appli- 
cation efthedreffifigs, caufed ^epsHnsto fubfide; 
ke iEept the whole night* 

Oo the e6dTy die fuppvQ-adon began to diminifb; 
heeq^petieiicodat this etixie wandering pain, with a 
&Blk (^ cold 2|t' different parts of his body. This cir- 
c^mfta^oe fecmed to arife from an sditeration in the 
gather,, which had fuddenly changed from dry and 
G(4dco wet and foggy; the windows near his bed had 
been aKb imprudently left open hfy fome of the pa- 
tients^ The tranfpiration was recalled by the a^li< 
<^ion of warm "flieets, when thefe fymptoms difap- 
peved. The mjst day tiberibppuration was as alnin* 
dant as befoi^eb Qa thus yid, he feemed progreffively 
to improve : hi^ £tee^g!th: was a3 great aa poffibfy could 
be expeded a&er fuch a ferious accidents No re^* 
men w^srobfervcdt; oatheamtiary^h&was indulged 

with 
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With every thin^ he wijQied. On this ^^d^ lie con9r^ 

plained of a fenfe of numbnefs in hk kne^ qa. that 

fide where the th;gh was &a(%ured ; ^a thjus fi3b(id64 

duriog the dreffing, it w»s pEobably OA|y owing to 

• the conftraibed pofition of the lioxb. CXn the 34tb, 

the thigh of the fame fide increai]ed, in $ze and be^ 

came painful, without any apparent fymptom of 

inflammatim^ Qn the 55th9 the p^b had diminiihed 

'in the thigh, but had in^creafed in the i;n^e to fucl\* 

degree as to deprive him of his reft and fle^p, Qa, 

the 36th, Mr. Default, apprehengve that tjiefe fyrap- 

toms were occalioned by the retention of pus ifx th^ 

courfe of the ball, enlarged the opening of thp wpund 

.from above downward; a fmall qp^tity of pus^, 

mixed with blood, was difcharged i^ cpnfeq]uenc€i of 

thefe incifions. The |iext day the fuppurat^oawas 

more abundant, but it came fronj the ofifige qf thQ 

abcefs, and not from the wound that had been? ean 

larged the preceding evening: tjie paiqs in the thigh. 

and knee however difappeared, and the patient flept 

feveral hours the following night. Onthc37.th, 4 

fmall tumor appeared on the anterior and inferior part 

of the outfide of the thigh; on paffing the hand over 

it, and preffing it lightly, a kind of guggling noife 

was heard, fimilar to what is afforded by. agitating 

water in a bottle. An abcefs was fuppoftd to have. 

been formed at this part; a conjecture ftill farther 

fupported by the fluftuation that appeared onprefling 

the tumor alternately with, the -fingers; it appeared, 

to be fituated under the Ikin and the fj^fcia lata; but 

the diyifion of tliefe parts, afFQrjdUig; ao. difcharge,. 

induced 
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induced the iiirgeon to profecute his incifion as low 
down as the femur ; ftill no matter was found. A 
fmall quantity of lint was introduced between the 
lips of the wound, and the drefOng continued the 
fame. The noifc heard on the firft examination pro- 
bably aroTe from an emphyfematous affe£tion, more 
fenfible to the ear than to the eye or to the touch. 
From the 37th to the 40th, nothing material occurred. 
In the night of the 45th, the patient fuffered from 
his fraftured thfgh. In the morrling the difcharge 
wtsfoimd more abundant. The thigh was obfervcd 
to have (bortened more than an inch ; this arofefrom 
the relaxation of the bands contrived to keep up a 
permanent extenfion, which produced a difplacement 
of the bony portions. By a new reduftion, and a 
more exaft application of the dreffings, this defeft 
was removed. On the 4^th day, by preffure with 
the hand on the inferior p^rt of the thigh, the fame 
guggling noife was heard as occurred before ; this 
iymptom was now difregarded. The fame day the 
ufe of the feton was fuppreffed, which had been 
paffed in the right thigh, and which had been renewed 
every dreffing. The wound in the thigh was nearly 
entirely cicatrized, and the fuppuration diminifhed. 
A fingle thread was paffed in the room of a feton, 
that this laft might the more eafily be applied in cafe 
of neceffity ; this thread was withdrawn fix days after- 
wards, and the next day the cicatrix appeared com- 
plete. The wound in the fcrotum was at this time 
perfectly cured. The abcefs which had been opened 
in the fraftured thigh a few days after the accident, 
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fumiihed conftandy a conGderable difcharge ; how-^ 
ever, this opening, notwithilanding the introdudion 
of ftnall pieces of fine linr^ daily contrafted ; from 
negleA of regimen, and intemperance an the part of 
the patient the fuppuration vras often abundant, 
and the pus fetid; this was rerjiedied by attention to 
diet. 

On the 54th dayi a new abcef^ foftiisd on the an^ 
tenor and inferior part of the left thigh, a little lower 
and more outward than the part where the guggling 
had been heard ; it was opened^ and a confiderable 
quantity of well conditioned pus difcharged# Si^ 
days after this operation, there wai< fcarcely any dif- 
charge from the laft abccfe, but it becaihqmorcabun-^ 
dant in that which was (ituated towards the chrifta of 
the ilium, where it had diminifhed for fome preceding 
days. On the 6oth day of the difeafe another abcefs 
began to form on the outfide of the ham, and on the 
63d it broke, and difcharged a quantity of pus ; front 
this time the difcharge from the other wound was 
much lefs; no lint was introduced as in the opening 
of the firft abcefs. The callus of the fraflure 
gradually grew firmer. Until this time the body* 
b^idage was worn to keep up the counter extenfion ; 
bus as the wounds at the fcrottun and at the inferior 
part of the thigh were now well, they permitted this 
counter extenfion to be kept up from the lower part 
of the body by means of a bandage placed under the 
thi^9 (termed bande enfous cuijfe)^ with the addition 
of a fplint on the outfide^ as defcribed in the firft to* 
lumeofthe JoumaK By this method tl» patient 
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found himfclf eafier, and the liriib fixed more finnly* 
All the parts were cicatrized by the 88th day, when 
nn eryfipelatons affedllon appeared on the leg and 
foot ; it difappeared in four days by the ufe of eme- 
tic drinks, affifted by diet. On the 83d day, a purg- 
ing took place; a drachm of diafcordium was given 
every day for feven days, with the addition of dccoc- 
tion of rice and fyrop of quinces. Fifteen grains of 
ipecacuanha were prefcribed, which , procured an 
abundant evacuation of fseces; by the ufe of this, 
and a decoAion of bark and gum arable the 
purging ceafed. The patient was fo extremely weak, 
that his life was thought to be in danger: particular 
attention was of courfe paid to fnpport him. The 
callus however grew firmer, and by the 103d day 
Iia4 attained fuch a degree, that dreffings were thought 
unneceffary; but the following night, as they were 
yai^pg him on the bed pan, and moving the fradtured 
thigh without any precaution, he fth an acute pam 
Ht .the part where the caUus was fituated. This pain, 
not fubfiding by reft, rendered the re-appKcation of 
the dreffings for the fradurc neceflary, which was 
done* the next day : he was greatly eafed by their ap* 
plication^ although the pain was not completely re- 
Qioved. . On the 115th, as the thigh feemed dif- 
ppfc4 to inciirvate outwards, two fmall wooden fpliots 
.were applied to its fides between the comprefles and 
bandage. 

From the 115th to the 145th day hothmg extraor- 
dinary occurred. The patient, who was intiada* 
hk^ often deranged the drefiings^^ and had frequent 
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purgings, occafioned by irregularities in his diet* 
The fradturc being again confolidated, the dreffings 
wereleft off* This thigh was as long as tht oppofite 
one, and united without any deformity. The pa- 
tient kept his bed five days more, during which time 
he executed the different motions qjF the limb in 
every direftion. He got upon the i6oth day after 
the accident 5 at firft the joints were dgid andilifF; this 
inconvenience fubfided by exercife. Heleftthehofpital 
1 73 days after hisadmiflion; he then began to walk with 
tolerable eafe and ufed only one crutch* Since his 
difmiffion, he has frequendy returned to the Hotel 
Dieu; be walks well, and the number of the cica- 
trices arc the only veftiges of the accident. 



Cafe cf J/cUes complicated with Anarfarca^ cured after 
the Operation of Paracentefts bad been performed tixfo 
and thirty Times. 

[By Mr. ViELLE, Surgeon at Bohaim.] 
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SSELIN, a woman ^9 years of age, was 
attacked with a pleurify in the beginning 
of July, 1788; (he was treated by hot ftimiilatinff 
remedies, fuch as aromatic wine and draftic purges 
prepared in brandy. The excellence of Her conftl- 
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foflon fived her from falling a victim to this trca!* 
ment ; (he became dropfical a little time afterwardi. 
Mn Vielle, when called in to tap hejr on the 25th of 
the following December, fotmd the! carity of the 
abdomen diftended by a fluid, which feemed alfodif- 
fof^ in the gellular fubilance ; the refpiration was 
ftlfb extremely diiEcult. Ten quarts of a very limpid 
ftdid were dlrawn off by the canula of the trocar. 
l**or five weeks the punfture was repeated every eight 
days, and each time an additional quantity was dif- 
eharged, the leucopl^legmatic difpofition diminiflied,, 
and the fecretion of urine began to be eftablifhed. 
Mr.Vielle was able to exanaine the ftate of the^vifcem 
through the parieties of the abdomen. By the moft 
accurate examination he could only difcover a flight 
enlargement of the liver. Soap pills and cream of 
tartar were prefcribed, and a ferruginous water, 
lowered with one fourth part of white wine, was or- 
dered as a common drink. The effuiion in the cet* 
lular fubflance had now nearly fubfided, but returned 
in proportion as the abdomen filled ; arid when Mr. 
Vielle was agatn called, which was 12 days a^fterv^rds, 
the difficulty of refpiration was donfiderable enoigb 
to endanger fuffocation ; the pulfe, at this time almoft 
infenfible, was raifed immediately after the fltiid was 
evacuated from the cavity of the abdomen; refpira- 
tion became freer, and the anafarca completely difap- 
pcared. Mr. Vielle, convinced of the iinportancc of 
prjcventing iKe" accumulation of the water in the ab- 
dominal cavity to that degree as to be diffufed in the 
cellular membrane, in the fequel apped the patient 
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every feven or eight days ; from twenty ibur to thirty 
fix pints were however evacuated each time. After 
the 25th pun<fture, the accumiilation of the water 
progreflively decreafed, until the 3 2d time it was 
performed, which was the laft. The fecretions now 
took their ordinary courfe, after thefe evacuations 
and the ufe of fome hydragogup purges; the patient 
was afterwards fupported by a courfe of analeptic 
medicines continued for eight months, when her 
health was peifeftly re-eftablilhed. Since this pe- 
fiodiJie has not had the leaft return of her complaint* 



Cafe of a Jlrangulaied crural Hernia^ 
[By Mr. Acassb, Sui^con at St, Servan.] 

MADAME Collet, 65 years of age, of a weak 
and thin habit of body, experienced a feries 
of fymptoms, which the profeffipnal men who were 
called in at firft viewed as the effcft of a ftrangulated 
hernia ; but from the hiftory of her fymptoms they 
were induced to think that thie fymptoms depended 
on an involution of the inteftine, and that this invo- 
lution was not produced by the ftrangulated hernia; 
but from the continuance of the fymptoms, and the 
incfficacy of the remedies employed in fimilar cafes^ 
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the fijrgeon and phyfician returned to their firft opit 
nion. On the 17th day, they prevailed with thcif 
patient to permit them to examine the parietes of the 
abdomen. At this time (he cohfeffed fhe had had a 
fmair tumor for the fpace of thirteen or fourteen years 
fituated towards the left groin, which now copld not 
be returned. She had concealed the circumftance 
until this period, fuffering no fort of inconvenience 
from its prefence. At this time it was about the fize 
of a hen's egg, and was eafily known to be ftrangu- 
lated from its appearance. After repeated and inef- 
fedual endeavours to reduce it, the operation was 
judged indifpenfable, and Mr. Agaffe fent for to per- 
form it. The patient would not confent to it until 
the next day, when it was performed in the follow- 
ing manner: the patient was laid on a couch, the 
thigh bent, and the trunk raifed by pillows; the 
furgeon placed himlelf on her right, and formed a 
fold of the integuments tranfverfe to the diredtion of 
the tumor; one of the extremities of this fold was 
held by an aljiftant, the other between the furgeon's 
left thumb and fore-finger ; he then divided it with 
one flroke of his biftoury, which he held in his right 
hand, and thus expofed the whole of the tumor. 
The pofterior part of the hernial fac had formed 
ftrong adhefions to the contiguous parts : from its 
thicknefs and tenfity it ^ would not admit of being 
laid hold of by the diffefting forceps; the furgeon 
was confequently obliged to open it at the internal 
.and infeiior part with the point of his biftoury; more 
than ordinary attention was neceflary,as no undulation 
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of fluid could be felt between the fac and inteftine. 
The fac was then divided its whole length on a di- 
reftor previoufly introduced. The ftrangulat^d in- 
Ceftine was then expofed ; its furface was much in- 
flamed,, and its tunics had acquired nearly the fame 
thicknefs as the hernial fac itfelf. Another difEculty 
now prefented; the inteftine adhered to the fac; and 
this laft formed fuch ftrong adhefions to the whole cir- 
cumference of the r^ng as to refufe the intervention 
of the fmalleft probe; for this reafon, Mr, Agafle 
divided on his nail fome fibres of the ligamentum 
Fallopii, that he might the more readily introduce 
the direftor, and accomplifti the removal of the 
ftrangulation. As thefe adhefions could not be de- 
cached j the reduftion of the inteftine was not efFedled; 
but the furgeons, perfuaded that the comprefling 
caufe was removed, dreffed the wound with a piece of 
fine linen perforated with fmall holes, covered with 
lint, and compreflTes fuftained by a triangular ban- 
dage : thefe drefllngs were kept moift with a decoc- 
tion of barley water and honey^ A fmall quantity 
of broth was allowed, and warm lemonade for a com- 
mon drink. She flept. one hour and a half in chc 
courfe of the morning. Four hours after the operation 
the vomiting returned: (he was afterwards attacked 
with colicy pains and vomiting which returned twice. 
In the courfe of the day three enemas made of broth 
were adminiftered. She paflTed the night tolera- 
bly well; but on the next day the fymptoms returned 
with as much violence as before the operation; how- 
ever, foijie time after the patient had taken fome 
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glafles of weak whey a fmaU quantity of yellowifii 
matters was difcbarged by (lool fimilar to what had 
been rejeded by vomiting : they availed themfelves 
of this circumftance by ordering an ounce of manna, 
which produced no effc<a. On the 3d day, the 
fymptoms became more alarming, although the in^ 
teftine was not tightened by the ring, or the abdomen 
free from tenfion and pain. At this time fuppuration 
began to take place. On the 4th9 from the increafo 
of the hiccups and vomitings, and in h& of all the 
fymptoms, a contraftion of the inferior part of the 
inteftine was fufpedted; from this idea Mr. Agafle 
conceived that it would be poflible to prolong the 
patient's life, or at lead diminifh her fufferings, by 
procuring a difcharge of the matters by opening that 
fold of the inteftine included in the wound. Mr, 
Aga0e was of opinion that this ftep feemed conforma* 
ble to the endeavours of nature^ who fometimes in 
fimilar cafes forms a new rout by means of gangrene 
in the inteftine, Ikin, or fac. The furgeons con- 
cerned agreed in the propriety of this meafure, as 
vnder the circumftances ,no other refource could be 
derived from art. The fold of the inteftine was ac^ 
cordingly divided throughout its whole length with- 
out even the patient's perceiving it, although the 
part was pcrfeftly alive ; a fmall quantity of matter 
find flatus was difcharged. Mr. Agaffe, by means of 
a found, was fortunate enough to find the fuperior 
portion of the inteftine,. into which he pafled a long 
toot by the afliftance of afemale found. The patienc 
received infUnt eafe froni the operation, as Mr« 
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Agafle had prognofticated : all the fymptoms fub* 
(ided except the hiccvips^ which continued for fomo 
time afterwards* Five hours afterwards the dreffingi 
were tinged with a yellow matter, very fluid; and 
when the tent was withdrawn which had been pafTed 
up Ae pofterior portion of the inteftine, it fpurfed 
out, and feemed combined with a good deal . of air 3 
this tent was replaced by another. The patient was 
at this time extremely well: fhe had Hept from the 
moment of the operation ; the pulfe was better, and 
the intervals between the hiccups confideraWy longer; 
flic pafled the following night well. The next day 
the dreflings had imbibed a confiderable quantity of 
iimilar matters to what had been difcharged the pre^ 
ceding evening. The edges of the wound were 
dreffcd with rofe ointment. A fmall quantity of 
broth and rice cream, with a little wine, was allowed. 
At ten o'clock in the evening (he was free from feyer 
and feemed improved in ftrength; the evacuations 
became abundant. During the courfe of the night 
flie was perfeftly tranquil. On the 3d dayj the 
furgeons concerned with Mr. Agaffe, feeing her 
ftrength fo much improved, propofed two ounces of 
manna to be given, diffolved in whey. The patient 
took half of this quantity, although Mr. Agaffe was 
extremely averfe to the meafure. An hour after* 
wards it produced abundant and continual eva^- 
cuations ; Spanifh wine, diafcordium, cordials, and 
powerfvJ aftringents were given with the inten* 
tion of checking it, but without effeft. The pa^.- 
ticflit grew inftantly weaker, fyucopes took place 
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Without mtermiffion, and in 60 hours after (he ex- 
piredy and on the 5th day fubfequent to the opening^ 
of the inteftine. On opening the abdomen, thcjeju- 
hum was found dilated to fuch a degree that its cir- 
cumference was feven inches and a half: the coats of 
this inteftine were thicker than natural, but not in* 
flamed : it was twifted under a fold of inteftine (itua- 
ted nearer the anus, towards the crural arch, to the 
inferior and internal part of which it was very adhe- 
rent ; from this adherence, as far as the csecum, the 
reft of the fmall inteftines were confiderably con- 
traced. The large inteftines, which had been dif- 
tended by frequent clyfters, were not proportionably 
contraAed. The duodenum had undergone the fame 
change as the jejunum. The ftomach was alfo very 
much enlarged. From, the origin of the duodenum 
to the crural arch five feet and two ihches of the in? 
teftine were filled with air mixed with faeces^ 
From the difleftion of the crural arch it appeared that 
the incifion had produced a confiderable feparation, 
and that confequently the ftrangulation was removed 
from the inteftine being no longer comprefled. 
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Cafe of an Aneurifm of the Aorta IXefcenienu 

[By Mr. E* E. Derrecagaix, Surgeon to the Hotel 
Dieu.J 

PCARDEAU, 44 years of age, experienced ia 
• the year 1785 an acute, deep-feated pain, fi- 
tuated on the anterior part of the cheft, a little above 
the left breaft. This fymptom appeared without any 
affignable caufe; and which, joined with fever and 
difficult refpiratipn, feemed to announce violent in- 
flammation: this was for the time prevented by 
bleeding. The fame fymptoms appeared agaia 
fome time afterwards, and yielded to the fame re* 
medy. It was remarked that he obtained more in- 
lUntaneous relief when the bleeding was copious. 
Four years paffed away in this alternate treatment. 
Towards the end of the year 1789 he had a more 
violent accefs of his fymptoms than before 5 bleeding 
was not of any ufe, nor did any advantage feem to 
be derived from the repetition of this operation; he 
fuffered the moft dreadful pains without remiffion ; 
they feemed to extend as far as the axilla, and were 
fuppofed to be produced by fome parts being 
torn in the left cavity of the thorax. The feat of the 
pain changed on the 8th day : it feemed confined to 
the fpace fituated between the fcapula and the fpine. 
The difficulty of refpiration, before coniiderable, 
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fxifw (enfibly increafed. The patient^ after paffing 1 5 
days in this alarming fituation, was ag^n fufEciently 
well to return to his ordinaiy occupations^ until the 
pains again returned between the fcapula and the cor* 
refpondent vertebrae. The pains which before were 
pungent^ now became lancinating : this circumftance 
led to a more careful examination of the part affected 
with pain, where a tumor was difcovered, two inches 
5n diameter, in which a confiderable pulfation was 
remarked. In a few days it conliderably increafed, 
when his pains and inconvenience diminilhed. He 
again employed himfelf in his bufinefs, but not for a 
long continuance: the progrefs of the tumor, the 
difficulty of refpiration, and a fenfe of enormous 
weight in the thorax, compelled him to give up every 
fpecies of employ. In the month of May, 1 79 1, he 
was admitted into the Hotel Dieu. The tumor was 
of anavalform» ofthcfizeof a fift, and extended 
from one fide to the other^ from the angles of the 
third, fourth, and fifth ribs, as far as under the fca« 
pula, the poflerior edge of which it raifed and car- 
ried forward. The pulfations, fynchronous to thofe 
of the arteries, were fo ftrong as to compel the pa- 
tient when lying on his back to rife and tgrn to the 
right. In this difeafe art could avail nothing ; a pal- 
liative {dan, and a ftrift regimen were enjoined, and 
the patient kept in a (late of weaknefs by means of 
bleeding, which was repeated every time he felt any 
fenfe of oppreffion. The tumor at this time in- 
creafed more rapidly than ever ;. a ilate of reft, with 
thp heat of the bed^ feemed to influence its progre&; 
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the pains hov^ became obftinate; and the hletStig^ 
from which he had before derived advantage, noMT 
only enfeebled hith, without procuring eafe. In 
the beginning of Januaiy, 1 792, the tumor dcciq)ie<i 
a fpace of eight inches, extending from the fecond rib 
below the inferior angle of the fcapula ; its tranfverfe 
extent was more than five inches from the tranfverfe 
apophyfis of the vertebrc, as fat as under the fcapula. 
The fluctuation, which became every day ^lore fen- 
fible, and the rednefs of the ikin towards the center 
of the tomor, feemcd to announce a fpeedy rupture, 
which now feemed inevitably; but however Aii 
did not occur ; he lingered out two months, growing 
weaker and weaker, with increafed difficulty in his 
refpiration, and enjoying no fort of intermiflion of 
his pain; . he at laft funk under his difeafe, at the end 
of ten months after his admiffion into the hofpital^ 
in the fourth year after the appearance of the tu- 
mor and in the eighth after the firft^ appearance of 
the fymptoms : he was perfectly fenfible to the Ufl 
moments of his life. Three or four days before his 
death, the radial artery afforded only a tremulous 
pixlfatioo. On the opening of the body, a fmall 
quantity of blood was found effufed under the &in, 
covering the tumqr,; the trapezius nriufcle, the 
rhomboid, and the ferratus minor, were found thin^ 
difcolorated, and reduced nearly to a membranous 
ftate; on raifing the fcapula, the whole of the pofte* 
rior part of the tumor was expofed to view: it was 
found to extend frona^ the vertebrse to the middle 
part of the ribs^ which it entirely covered from the 
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fccohd to the fixth* The middle part of the ttirridf 
fituated on thefe ribs was from four to five inches in 
height. After the aneurifmal fac was difengaged 
firom the parts that iovefted it pofteriorly, the thorait 
was opened^ that the anterior part might be exa- 
mined ; the left lung was found wafted from the 
piefiure of the tumor, to which every part but its 
bafe had formed adheiions ; the heart was larger than 
in its natural ftate; the left ventricle and auricle 
were of an extraordinary degree of thick nefs; ^hilit 
the other cavities were remarkably thin; the right 
auricle in particular throughout a^ great part of its 
extent was only a flight tranfparent pellicle* The 
pulmonary artery, and the beginning of the aort^t 
were in their natural ftate : towards the end df its 
curvature, immediately below the origin of thefub^ 
clavian artery and of the canalis arteriofus, a tumor 
was obferved, which feemed contiguous with the coats 
of the thoracic portion of the aorta, to which it ad- 
hered by a kind of pedicle, of about one inch in dia* 
meter : this tumor, infenfibly enlarged in fize, was 
found fituated backwards behind the pleura, occupy 
ing the fuperior third part of the left cavity of the 
thorax; it afterwards contraAed, to pafs through the 
parietes of the thorax, when it enlarged again to form 
under the ikin the external tumor already defcribed. 
The opening by which a portion of the tumor paffed 
out of the thorax was occafioned by a partial deftnic* 
lion of two inches of the fifth rib; the inferior edge 
of the fourth rib, and the fuperior edge of the fifth, 
were equally deftxoyed, as well as a part of the bodiei 
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of (he ccnrcfpondent vertebrae, with the whjolc of their 
tranfverfe procefles* What remained of thefe bones 
formed a part of the aneurifmal pouch, and expofed 
a pollihed and worn furface immediately in contaA 
with the coagula. Neither caries or fuppuration 
fecmed to exift, but only a thicknefs of the periof- 
teum. The tumor was prolonged to the right be- 
tween the bodies of the vertebrse, the aorta, oefopha- 
gu9, and trachea arteria, which it puflied forward : 
this prolongation formed a new pouch, three inches 
in length, in the right cavity of the thora:^ ; it ex* 
tended from abov^ downward ; the tranfverfe width 
was about two inches and a half, after dividing the 
curvature of the aorta and the aneurifmal tumor ; 
the whole pouch was found filled with coagula of a 
loofe confiftence at the lower part, but forward and 
backward thi^le coagula were difpofed in lamina $ 
and in proponion as they approached the furface their 
folidity increafed; towards the middle and pofterloiT 
part they feemed ufed and defrayed in the place^ 
which we remarked was ready to buril. The aneu« 
rifmal fac, communicating with the aorta by an aper* 
turnabout one inch in fize, on the firft view appeared 
as if formed of the tunics of the artery ; but on a more 
attentive examination^ it was found that the coats of 
the artery terminated by a projefting edge fituatcd 
atlthe part where the dilatation commenced, and 
that th^ cellular texture which compofed the fac was 
|oft in the pleura and in the external coat of the 
aorta; in other refpe^ this^dTel had not fuifered t 
• « V i -. -^ :>*••• • great 
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great dilatation. Nothing farther was remarked thin 
an extraordinary brittlenefs of the. ribs. 



Cafe$fa Bubonocele with Gangrene of the Intefiine, 
cured hy the Operation. 

JGABRIEL9 48 years of age, had been af^ 
• fefted for five years witli an* inguinal heroia, 
final! in fize and eafy to reduce^ wliicb until this tail 
fix months he had retained by means of a handle, 
when by n^IeAing thi^ precaution a larger defcent 
took phce ; the redu&ion was difficulty but efieded 
however by a horizontal pofition affifbed widi mode- 
rate preflure. On the 7th of May^ 1 79 1 , his attempts 
to reduce it were followed with pain andnaufea: 
tbefe fymptoms were aggravated on perfiiling in bis 
endeavours ; he continued them however for about 
a week» during which he drank only wine aadbrandy^ 
which he conceived would remove the difpofitionio 
vomiting, that had afieded hipi from the fecond 
day. He was admitted into the Hotel Dieu on the 
13th of May : he was put into, the bath, and the 
tumor, as well as thewhple abdofmen, which was 
tenfe and painful, was covered with an env^ient 
poultice. The next day the patient appeared in the 
gceateft danger ; he could not however be perfuaded 

to 
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to fubmit to the operation, which was repfefented to 
him as the only means of faving his life* He was 
once more put in the bath, where every poflible 
effort was tried, without efFed; from this he was 
induced to confent in the evening to the operation* 
The tumor at this time was hard and painful, the 
Ikin which covered it red and inflamed, and the ab-* 
domen tenfe, through the parietes of which the cir-r 
Cumvolutions of theinteftines were diflindtly marked. 
On dividing the integuments, the hernial fac was 
found of an extraordinary degree of thicknefs, with a 
bloody and blackilh fluid difFufed in its fubftance; its 
cavity contained a fluid of a reddifh colour, and ca- 
daverous odour; the hernia was principally compofed 
of a niafs of omentum, bruifed and echimofed> 
anteriorly furrounding a fold of inteftine of one 
inch and a half in length. Thefe parts had contrafted 
adhefioris to one another, which were eafily deflroyed 
by the finger. The two portions which formed the 
fold adhered to one another, and to the hernial fac^ 
by a kind of bloody cellular fubftance. A rouncf ef- 
char, of an inch in diameter, was found on the pofte- 
rior part of the inteftine; its colour cineritious, 
fimilaJ: to what is always found in fphacelated intef- 
tines. The ring was free, and the ftrangulation was 
found to arife from a very tight contraction of the 
peritoneum, at the origin of the hernial fac. After 
this was removed by the point of a common biftoury, 
conduced on a direftor, the finger was, introduced 
into the cavity of the abdomen, and the inteftines 
round the ring were found flightly to adhere to the 
Vol, II. A a parietes 
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parietes of that cavity, where the inflammation had 
been certainly very confidcrable; thefe adhefions 
were deftroyed, and a confiderable portion of the 
inteftine withdrawn from the cavity, which was 
found inflamed confiderably above the ring. The 
reduftion offered no difficulty whatever; the whole 
of the inteftine was returned without any particular 
caution but to return the fphacelated portions. 

All authors recommend the inteftine to be retained 
in fimilar cafes by means of a loop of thread paffed 
through the mefentery. Mr. Default formerly adopted 
this praftice, which is adhered to at prefent by many 
praftitioners, but he has long fince relinquilhed 
it, convinced from experience, and particularly 
from difleftion, that the portion which formed the 
hernia never recedes from the ring, and that there is 
DO reafon to apprehend an effufion in the abdominal 
cavity on the feparation of the efchar, as the inflam- 
mation will produce an adhefion of the inteftine to the 
neighbouring parts before this feparation can be ef- 
fefted. After the return of the inteftine, the epiploic 
riiafs was left unreduced, and covered with fine li- 
nen, the wound drefled in the ufual manner, and 
the drefllngs retained by a T bandage. In the 
evening an enema was thrown up, which brought 
away fome bilious matters. The next ^ay he was 
better, the pulfe not fo much raifed, and the belly 
lefs hard and painful. Another clyfter produced the 
fame efFeft. . On the 3d day, as the belly was tenfe and 
inflated, an ounce of pi>lp of caflia, with two ounces 
af manna, di^olved in three pints of water, were pre*- 
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fcribed ; this medicine produced feveral ftools, and 
diminifhed in fome degree the tize of the abdomen* 
The next day a grain of emetic tartar was added to 
the fame potion, which produced an evident good 
effeft* From this time the abdonien regained its 
natural ftatej a fmali degree of pain remaining only 
about the ring. The ftools were more frequent^the 
following days. The wound followed the ordinary 
courfe, and nothing, was remarked that feemed to 
announce an exfoliation of the inteftine, which with- 
out doubt muft have adhered to the contiguous parts^ 
and the efchar have paffed off with the other matters 
along the inteftinal canal. The omental mafs fell into 
aftate of gangrene, and Houghed off on the 8 th day* 
Slight folid aliment was now allowed, which was gra- 
dually increafed. The wound was pcrfedly cicatrized 
50 days after the operation. This man has been 
frequently feen fince the operation ; and on exami- 
nation one year after his difmiffionj was peifeftly free 
from every inconvenience^ 
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On the Tinea. 

/ 

£By Mr. Evers, Surgeon at Hanover, communicated 
by Mr, Rougemont, Profeffor of Medicine and 
Surgery.] 

MR. Evers, in a memoir prefentedto the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Gottingen on the fub- 
jedt of tinea, objefts to the mode of treating this 
difeafe by means of the pitch plaifler : his principal 
objeftion is the tearing out of the hair; a remedy at- 
tended with extreme pain, and often worfe than th€ 
difeafe. .This cruel operation is often repeated three 
times. This author has twice tried the efFeds of the 
powder of burnt toads, (fo much boafted of in Flo- 
rence,) with which he fprinkled the head, prevroufly 
rubbing it with hog's lard ; this cleanfed the fkin, 
but did not influence the caufe of the complaints, 
which appeared again foon after. Perfuaded that 
the difl!blution and evacuation of the fluids flagnant 
on the bulbs of the hairs and in the fatty veficles 
would accomplifli the cure of this difgufting com- 
plaint without the neceflity of tearing out the hair, 
Mr. Evers proceeded in the following manner: 
After cutting off* the hair, the incruftations were 
foftened with nutritum and hog's lard, and removed; 
the head was then covered with fmall flips of thin 
leather, fpread (about one line in thicknefs) with a 
fglution of guix^ ammoniacum in vinegar, boiled io 

the 
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tlae confiftence of a plaifter; the whole was retained 
on by a cap. At the end of fix weeks, the plaifter 
was taken oiF, and the head found perfeftly cured. 
Mr. Rougemont has three times employed this me- 
thod, and with the moft compleat fuccefs. 



Note of the Editor. 



The modern praftice in Tinea is to apply pitch 
plaifters to the head, to leave them on until the hair 
has grown to fome lines in length and gets implanted 
in the pitch ; the hairs are then torn out by taking 
off the plaifter; this operation is repeated three or 
four times, or even more, until the tinea difappears. 
Mr. Kuhn employs a plaifter of common refin and 
meal ; he dips flips of linen in this plaifter, two fin- 
gers in width, and applies them warm to the head, 
previoufly cutting off the hair; when the plaifter is 
cold, he carefully takes it off, and in fuch a manner 
as only to tear out the hairs implanted in the difeafed 
part ; the patient was then dreffed twice a day with 
a liniment compofed of half an ounce of olive oil and 
^ coffee fpoonful of a folutiori of mercury in nitrous 
acid, or of nitrated • mercuiy ; the patient was then 
purged with jalap and calomel. Some German prac- 
titioners, after foftening the crufts with an emollient 

A a 3 ointment 



( 37^ ) 

ointment or poultice, waflied the head with urine, 
and afterwards applied as hot as poflible an ointment 
compofed of half a pound of the powder of juniper 
berries, and nine ounces of hog's lard, and as much 
of frefli butter. Others fpeak much in the praife of 
camphorated milk. A mixture has been employed 
compofed of two parts of turpentine and one of rofe 
ointment, prcvioufly wafhing the head with an infu- 
fion of the euphorbia fylvatica lin in vinegar j red 
precipitate incorporated with bafilicon, and white 
precipitate with hog's lafd have been employed ; but 
the application in moft general ufe has been a folu- 
lion of fixed alkali in lime water. Mr* Plenk re- 
commends the head to be anointed twice a day for fix 
weeks with a mixture of half an ounce of marfli- 
mallow ointment to two ounces of ointment of juni- 
per berries and half an ounce of marine acid. Mr, 
Bell has fuccefsfully employed a folution of five grains 
of cor. fub. to a pint of water. Mr. SroUer cured a 
cafe of tinea of i8 years (landing by the internal and 
external ufe of hemlock. Mr. Stack of Mayence 
praifes the panfy flower (viola tricolor Lin.) The 
general drink employed during the treatment is com- 
pofed of burdock, patience, and fumitor}^; j€tbiofs 
mineral ws^\\\i fugar and milk is then given. The fol? 
lowing pills are much fpoken of: 

R. Pulv. Scammon ?— ^rt • 

>aa g'* vj. 

Calomel 3 

Antimon. Diaph. g'* xxiv. 
Sirop. Chicorei. comp. Rhei q. s. m. £• Mafla, 



( 373 ) 

The following praftice, purfued in the Hotel 
Dieu, we find attended with the moft complete fuc- 
cefs : a ptifan is prefcribed, made of the roots of 
patience or burdock, fometimes of fafaparilla, in the 
proportion of one ounce to three pints of water, 
boiled to two thirds; a pill compofed of two grains 
of calomel, and as much of the fulph. aurat. antimo- 
nii, with a fufficienr quantity of conferve, to be taken 
every night and morning ; from the firft, a poultice 
is applied, with the intention of foftening the in- 
cruftations; after perfifting in this plan for eight or 
ten days, the part is bathed with a folution of corro- 
five fublimate and verdegreafe in water, in the pro- 
portion of fix grains of each to a quart; compreiTes 
dipped in this lotion were alfo frequently applied to 
the head. This plan is perfifted in until the cure Is 
completed, which takes place fooner or later, accor- 
ding to the extent and length of time the difeafe has 
exifted. In dartrous affedions the fame treatment 
ha$ been attended with equal fuccefs. In the winter 
of the year 1788 to 1789, a little child, eight years 
of age, had a fmall ulcer on the leg, which had been 
unfuccefsfully treated for fix months, before it was 
recolleftcd that it had fucceeded a dartrous affeftion 
on her thigh which fhe had for fome years; fhc 
had never any other complaint. She flept at this 
time with stfiother child of the fame age who had 
chilblains, but who was^in other refpeds in perfect 
health ; at the end of a month this child was at- 
tacked with a kind of tinea, which affeded a furfacc 
pf feveral inches on the top of the head. They 
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feparated the children, and placed this laft mentioned 
infant in the fame bed with a woman about 30 years 
of age, who had never been afflided with any difeafe 
of the ikin : this woman was attacked at the end of a 
fortnight with danrous affections of the arm and 
thigh. Thefe three patients were cured by the treat'' 
ment wehave juft defcribed. 



Cafe of a Commotiok of tbe Spinal Marrow ^ cured hy the 
Exhibition of an Emeiic. 

[By Mn Derrecagaix, Surgeon to the HotelDieu.] 

JAMES Lacroix, a mafon, 36 years of age, fell 
on his feet from a height about 12 feet : he fell 
backwards, and for fome time was deprived of 
his recoUeclion. When he recovered his fenfes, 
they lifted him up; he was incapable of fup- 
poning himfelf even for an inftant ; he conceived 
that all his limbs were broken, and panicularly com- 
plained of an acute pain in his loins. The buttocks, 
thighs, and legs, were abfolutely infenfible and de- 
prived of motion. To thefe fymptoms were added 
retention of urine and an incapacity of retaining the 
faeces. In this (late he was admitted into the Hotel 
Pieu on the 5th of Odober, 1791, forty-eight hours 
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after the accident. To remove the diftenfion, which 
was coufiderable, the catheter was inftantly paffed* 
As bleeding was not indicated by the Hate of the 
pulfe, a relaxing drink only was ordered to be taken 
the next day, in which a grain of emetic tartar wa$ 
diffolved ; this produced copious evacuations by ftool, 
but always involuntary. A little foup was allowed 
in the evening. After the efFeft of a fecond grain 
given the next day, the patient began to experience a 
pricking fenfation along the infide of the legs and 
thighs, which parts were perfedtly reftored to their 
fenfibility by the 5th day. The acute pain in the 
lumbar region gradually diminiihed, but the pofte- 
rior part of the thighs did not regain their fenfibility 
until the end of three weeks, during which time he 
took every other day an emetic diffolved in the drink, * 
At this period the patient executed all the motions of 
flexion and extenfion;'he retained and paffed his 
faces at will; the natural courfe of his urine was 
€ftablifl>ed. From his weaknefs he was incapable to 
quit his bed, ' At the end of the fecond month he 
was capable of rifing and walking on crutches, and in 
* few days after could walk with the afliftancc 
of a ftick; this he ^ could not difpenfe with even 
when he left the hofpital, which was the 59th 
day after his admiflion, A flight degree of weaknefs 
pnly remained, without the leaft paralytic affedlion; 
be poffeffed the perfed: ufe of his lower extremities. 

The treatment pf this caf? was extremely fimple: 
?jeither bleeding or any particular regimen was or- 
d^rsdj no topical application whatever was employed; 

and 
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snd the only internal medicine was a decoftion of 
dog's tooth, fwcetened with oxymel, which w^s con- 
tinued until the end of the treatment. Eleven graini 
of tartar emetic were taken in the courfe of the firft 
24 days* 



Cases 4i^i Observations en tbe Trtatment ef th 

Zona. 



[By Mr. Decuise, Surgeon to the Hofpital of La 
Charite at Charanton.] 

CASE I. 

ON the I ft of December, 1791, James Defrigc, 
50 years of age, of a bilious temperament, 
was admitted into the hofpital of La Charite for a 
zona or ring worm, with which he had been affefted 
for 15 days. The difeafe had begun with a difpofi- 
tion to vomit, accompanied with a general fenfe of 
uneafinefs, great heat, pain in the head, with difficulty 
of refpiration ; thefe fymptoms were fucceeded by an 
eryfipelatous rednefs, accompanied with violent itch* 
jng in the hypogaftric region; this part was foon 
covered with fmall puftules, approaching very near to 
each other; they extended in form of a girdle from 
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the linea alba as far as tte tranfverfe proceffes of the 
, dorfal vertebrae. The width of this girdle was four 
fingers breadth. A ftirgeon was called in, who co- 
vered the part affeded >yith a liniment made with 
the white of an egg and milk. The itching increafed 
immediately after this application, and many veficles 
began to form on the part. In this ftate the patient 
was admitted into the hofpital. The pulfe was hard, 
the mouth bitter, the tongue moift and furred. ThQ 
firft day a weak infufion of elder flowers was ordered 
for a drink, and compreflTes dipped in the fame liquor 
werfc applied to the part. The next day three grainy 
of emetic tartar were prefcribed for a vomit : the 
emetic tartar was diflTolved in a pint of water, and 
taken in three different glaffes. The rednefs and paia 
fenfibly diminifhed, as foon as this remedy had pro- 
duced its efFeft. Two fmall efchfeirs appeared where 
the veficles had been fituated, which were drefted with 
the flyrax ointment ; they fell off on the 4th day. 
The ulcers were drefTcd with cerate. The patient 
was purged twice, and left the hofpital perfedlly 
fured qn the i6th day after his admiffion, 
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CASE 11. 

EDMOND Redan was admitted mto the fame 
hofpital on the 20th of December, 1 791^ for a 
zona furrounding the thorax and nearly as extenfive 
35 the preceding cafe. From his general firength, 
and the fiate o( his pulfe^ he was bled in the firft in- 
fiance^ vomited the next day, and purged fome days 
afterwards; infulion of elder flowers was employed as 
in the preceding cafe; and in ten days he wa$ capa* 
t)le of returning to his ordinary occupations. 



Note cf the Editor, 

The zona is a difeafe extremely common. In this 
fpecies of eryfipelas a bilious difpofition in the primal 
viae is particularly remarkable, and confequenily the 
indication can never be equivocal. In the Hotel 
Dieu we find this difeafe generally is cured in four or 
five days, after the patient has been evacuated once 
or twice with the emetic tartar, in tht dofe of a grain 
diflblved in a pint of water. The external remedy 
which has appeared to fucceed the beft, is the appli- 
cation of comprefles dipped in the aq. veg. min. 
When ulcerations exifl they are drefled with cerate. 
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Case «»«/ Observations en the Danger 1/ Repel* 
. lents in cutaneous Difeafes. 

[By Gabriel Morel, M.D.} 

THE hlftory of medicine furnilhes numerous 
examples of the baneful efFeds of topical ap- 
plications where acrimonious humours exuding from 
the fkin have been repelled from its furface. The 
cafe related by Dr. Morel affords a ftiiking inftance 
of the abfurdity of this practice. 

M. V. 47 years of age, had accuftomed himfelf 
for many years to the ufe of wine and ftrong liqyors : 
his general health was however good; but the ordi- 
nary confequence of this mode of life foon fhewed 
itfelf in his face, where a confiderable puftulous erup- 
tion took place. M. V. defirous of getting rid of 
this inconvenience at cny rifque, applied to a fur- 
geon, who imprudently prefcribcd a lotion made with 
a handful of elder flowers, two drams of flowers of 
fulphur, as much of camphire, ten drops of fpirit of 
vitriol, and half a pint of vinegar. M. V. had only 
occafion to employ it eight times, when the eruption 
totally difappeared. The fatisfaftion he experienced 
was of Ihort duration, for he was foon attacked with 
violent pains in the right hypochondrium, accompa- 
nied with continual fever, which increafed confidera- 
bly towards the evening. After a month's attentive 
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treatment, M. V. remained ftill in the fame fituatiorii 
The fever and evening paroiyfms, as well as the pain 
in the liver, continued in their full force ; the lower 
extremities^ genital organs, and ^bdcxnen, began to 
fwell a fortnight before this period. At this time, the 
19th of Auguft, 1 790, Dr. Morel was confulted : he 
found the abdomen tenfe, with an obvious efFufion in 
its cavity; the region of the liver was extremely fenfi* 
iSle ; the fcrotum and penis fwelled, the laft to ail 
enormous degree ; the prepuce, from being elongated 
and twifted on itfelf, obftrufted the pafTage of the 
urine, and prevented it from paffing but a little at a 
time. The patient experienced a violent fenfe of 
thirft, which could not be allayed, joined to a lofs of 
appetite : he told Dr. Morel, that he attributed all 
thefe fymptoms to the difappearance of the eruption, 
and that previous to the application of the lotion he 
had enjoyed an excellent ftate of health* Dr. Morel, 
from thefe circumftances, attributed his prefent com- 
plaints to the metaftafis produced, »nd fufpe6ted 
that the general mafs of the^blood was afFefted as 
well as the liver. A nitrated tifan was prefcribed, 
with aperient apozems; an enema made of the de- 
,co6tion of linfeed ; undlions with warm olive oil, 
particulariy on the abdomen. The fever, pain, and 
tenfion of the abdomen yielded to thefe* methods, 
which were perfifted in until the 2 2d of Auguft. At 
this period a purgative was ordered, compofed of 
manna and rhubarb: the good effedts of this remedy 
were decidedly marked ; it carried off the fever and 
the pain in the right hypochondrium. Dr. Morel now 
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direftcd his attention to the afcitcs, compounded 
with anafarca, by endeavouring to augment.the fe- 
cretion of urine, which was nearly fufpended, as welj 
as the fccretion from the inteftines. To the nitrated 
ptifan and aperient apozems, three dofes of a diuretip 
powder were prefcribed, compofed of twelve grains of 
nitre, fix grains of fquills, and two grains of cinna- 
mon; one of thefe powders was ordered to be takea 
previous to each draught of the decoftion. This 
treatment, perfifted in from the 23d to the 26tH, 
produced no fenfible change^ the belly augmented 
in fizc, and the fwelling of the lower extremities, fcro- 
tum, and penis, continued to increafe ; thefe parts 
were fomented with camphorated fpirit and lime 
water. Six ounces of the decodion of broom afliCB 
was ordered to be taken three times a day inftead of 
the above powder : this was perfifted in until the 28th. 
The pain in the right hypochondrium again recur- 
ring, one dofe of the decodtion was omitted, aa 
oily potion with laudanum prefcribed, and enemas 
thrown up morning and evening, made of decodtioa 
of linfeed. Thefe remedies, continued until the 30th, 
alleviated the pain without improving the general 
ftate of his health. The abdomen, the genitals, and 
the lower extremities were at this time of a prodigious 
fize. On the morning of the 30th, a hydragoguc 
purge was prefcribed, made with five grains of refin 
of jalap triturated with fweet almonds and oil of tar- 
tar per deliquium, and twelve grains of fquills, and 
as much of the root of the afcltpias : this produced 
frequent and liquid ftooJbt It was repeated on the 
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^cl and on the 6th of September; it produced alwsiyd 
the iame efiefts^ without procuring any more than a 
temporary advantage* M, V. could breathe only 
when feated on his bed. From this, joined with 
other uneafy fymptoms. Dr. Morel was induced to 
perform the operation of paracentefis, which was done 
on the left fide, and ten pints of very limpid fluid 
drawn off. Dr. Morel obferves, that in conformity 
to the opinion of the beft praftitioners he formed a 
very unfavourable prognoflic. To reftore tone to 
the relaxed integuments and abdoroiaal mufcles, (o* 
mentations were ordered, with the pfe of aromatic 
wine; thick comprefles, dipped in the fame liquor, 
were applied to the abdomen, and retained on by a 
bandage; thefe dreflings were kept on for fix days, 
and in this interval the patient loft by the pundkure at 
leaft ten pints of water ; the abdomen IcfTened in 
fi^e after the operation, and the refpiration became 
freer, but the lower extremities were not diminifhed 
in fize» On the 14th of September^ three punftures 
were made above the maleolus internus ; fuch a con- 
fiderable quantity of water was evacuated by thefe 
apertures, that in four days the fwcUing of the geni- 
tals and of the lower extremities fubfided; to reftore 
the tone of the parts a roller was employed, with 
aromatic fomentations, animated with fal ammoniac. 
On the day after the puncture, that is on the 8 th of 
September, the patient had taken two dofes of the 
diuretic powder and (ix ounces of the broom decoc* 
tion. In the morning he took four ounces of the 
Chalybcat wine, according to the formula of the 
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military hofpitals;* thefe remedies could only be per^s 
jfifted in until the 1 2th, as he took an infurmountable 
antipathy to medicine, as well as to every fpccies d 
aliment except wine, which, taken in fmall quantities, 
mixed with a little cinnamon and capillaire, ferved to 
li^cp up his ftrength ; his pulfe was fmall and con- 
centrated, his countenance heavyvand his extremities 
cold; the belly, diough foft, offered no fymptoms of 
cffufion in its cavity ; tjie liver was hard and ^$)lumi^ 
nous, but not painful. On the 26th, the copious 
difcharge from the pundture in the ankles flopped ; 
the extremities and indeed the whole body grew colder 
and colder every day ; the pulfe tremulous. On the 
20th he was attacked with *a piffing of blood ; this 
blood feemed intimately blended with the urine, and 
feemed to come from the veffels of the bladder ; the 
difcharge of this bloody urine was attended with in- 
fupportable Chiverings; an oily potion, with lauda- 
num, was prefcribed, together with a decodtion of 
inarfhmallows. On the 29th of September, a decoc- 
tion of the root of the grande confourde^ acidulated 
with rabel water ; this drink moderated the piffing of 
blood, which continued until his death, that hap- 
pened on the 4th of " Odober. The next day Dr, 
Morel examined the body i the abdomen contained 
about two pints of lemon coloured water; the liver 
was of a confiderable fize, hard and (hining; its con* 
pave ^rface was livid and of a lead colour; this tinge 

♦ Steel filings, 4 oz. courfe powder of bark, % pz, cloves, 
one fcruple, infufed cold for four days in four pints of white 
' wine, to which add two ounces of brandy. 

Vol. II, Bb extended 
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extended through half the thicknefs of this vifcus, 
and extended along the whole inferior edge of its con- 
vex fiirface to the height of half an inch, where it 
formed a kind of border. The whole furface had no 
firmnefs in its confidence; Dr. Morel conceived it 
iphacelated. The gall-bladder was increafed to three 
times its natural bulk, and contained a quantity of 
thick black bile as black as ink ; the other vifcera 
appeared undifeafed, except the left kidney, which 
was much larger than the right ; the bladder was 
fmall and tough ; its internal furface leemed inflamed, 
and prefcntcd a number of orifices of dilated veflfeh, 
through which the blood muft have been difcharged 
that he paffed with his urine the laft 14 days of his 
life; by preffure with the finger a fmall quantity of 
blood in a diffolved ftate oozed from their orifices. 
* This cafe affords another proof of the bad effefts of 
aftringents and repellents, which are too frequently 
employed in cutaneous difeafcs, particularly thofc 
which affeft the face. The metaftafis of the humour 
which conftitutec this fpecies of difeafe, may give on- 
gin to complaints proportionably important to the 
vifcera which it may happen to afFeft, In the above 
cafe the humour might perhaps have been invited 
again to the face if emetics, warm baths, and fudori- 
ilcs had been employed in the beginning ; the face 
(hould have been walhed with an emollient decoc- 
tion, then with tindturc of cantharides; a finapifm 
Ihould have been applied to the part. 
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Observations on Calguli in the Bladder. 

WHEN ftones have paffed from the kidnies or 
ureters into the bladder, they frequently get 
engaged in the urethra, and expelled with the urine. 
This fpontaneous expulfion occurs more frequently 
in women, from the urethra being Ihorter, widcr^ 
and more diftenfible than in men, Inftances have 
happened where calculi of the fize of a hen's egg have 
paffed through this canal. Stones of the fize of a 
hazel nut have paffed the urethra of men \ but in- 
ftances of this nature are fo rare, that we can place 
little reliance on fuch a fortunate termination. Innu- 
merable cafes have occurred where fmall ftones have 
paffed the ureters with little or no pain, and that haf e 
never been engaged in the urethra, but have formed 
nuclei for the formation of calculi of much larger 
dimenfions. The majority of ftones found in the 
bladder have for their nucleus gravel, which has 
defcended from the kidnies, round which new layers 
of calculous matter arc depofited from the urine. Some 
of thefe ftones originate however in the bladder by 
the affembkgc and depofit of anumber of fmall grains 
of calculous matter; thefe have no diftinft nucleus. 
Others owe their origination to fome extraneous fub- 
ftance, introduced by accident into the bladder, and 
thus becoming a center for incruftations. Thus'in^ 
ftances of the formation of calculi^ have arifen from % 
nucleus being in the firft inftanpe formed by clots of 
V ' B b 2 blood, 
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blood, infpiflated mucus/ a pin, an ear o( corn^ a 
bullet, a tent, a piece of bougie, or found; and in 
this hofpital a cafe occurred where the nucleus was 
found to be a fmall app|e. 

There is fometimes great variety refpefting the 
number of calculi found in the bladder. One is how- 
ever moft frequently found, but when they are of a 
chalky nature, they are more numerous; one, two, 
three, or even more* Mr. Default has even extrafted 
aoo in an operation he performed on a curate of Pen* 
Uife. The fizc of the ftones depend on their nature, 
their number, and on the time the complaint has 
exifted : the longer time the calculus remains in the 
bladder, the more its (ize will be increafed by new 
layersofftony concretions; when confiderable, they 
dp not admit of fuch a confiderabb increafe. The 
ftones termed mural by Mr. Default are obferved ne- 
ver to become very large, but the cretaceous ones are 
remarked fometimes to incteafe rapidly in Hze, and 'to 
acquire an enormous (ize ; they have been feen as 
large as adouWe fift, and occupy the whole cavity of 
the bladder^ having only a gutter or fulcus in theiide 
to admit of the paflage of the urine. Stones in the 
bladder are not always free and detached : fome are 
embraced very tightly by the coats of this vifcus, 
others are partially engaged in the ureters; they are 
fometimes fixed in the neck of the bladder, and not 
nnfrequently found lodged in facculi accidentally 
formed in this vifcus. Thefe cyfls are of different 
fize J fpme are fmall, and exift in a confiderable numr 
bcr; fomc ai» deepert and their orifice^ i§ remarked 

to 
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to be fmaller than their bafis; they appear formed by Jfc 
prolongation of the internal coat of the bladder; othef 
facculi arc occafionally found, and fecm formed 
from the whole of the tunics of the bladder : thefe. 
fometimes are of fuch confiderablc fize that the blad* 
der feems to be divided into two or more cavities 
nearly bqual in fize. Stones found ia thefe facculi 
fometimes prefent deprcflions, in whicHfungi of the 
bladder have been received ; thefe vafcular prolonga- 
tions have been feeii to infinuate thcmfelves in the ir- 
regular inequalities on .the furfacc of thefe ftones^ 
When this happens a portion^of thefe fungi are often 
extraded with the flone; a* circiimftance that has 
deceived fome practitioners, and led.them^tofuppofij 
that they adhered to the coat of the bladder^ . 



Symptoms ^//i^^Exiftence ej/" ^ Stone in tbf Bladder* 

Thefe may be divided into rational and fenfible. 
Among the firft, the commemorative (ymptoms may 
lead to a prefumption of theexiftenee of a ftonc in the 
bladder. The patient (hould be queftioned whether he 
has had any nephritic-fymptoms, and whether the pain 
in thebladder was immediately fucceflive to theceflation 
of pain in the kidnies, and in the courfe of the ureters ; 
whether gravel orfmaliftoneshavepafled^vvay w.iththd' 
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urine; or whether there was any hereditarj^ difpofitfofit 
to this difeafe from being born of calculous parents. 
The mod general decifive fymptom of a calculous in 
the bladder, is a pain in the region of this vifcas and 
in its contiguous parts ; fometimes this fymptom is 
wanting; for calculi have exifiJed in the bladder for 
many years without any inconveniencet but thefe 
inftances are lare. The pain produced by the ftone 
is not always equally intenfe, and depends much on 
its form: if pointed, the pain is more acute than 
when the furface is poliflied. Thefe pains are gene* 
rally relieved by reft, and renewed by motion; and 
conflderahly aggravated by exercife on foot, on horfe^ 
back, or in a carriage : they are generally accompa- 
nied with a fen(e of weight in perinaco, ftupor and 
numbnefs in the thighs, retraction, and fometimes 
atrophy of the tefticles. The fufferings of fome cal- 
culous patients are fo violent that they are in conftant 
agitation, croffing their thighs, walking with their 
legs feparate, frequently introducing the finger in the 
re&um, where they think they can feel a hard body, 
to which they attribute thq tenefmus with which they 
arefrequently attacked fubfeqnent tothis. Adults,and 
thofe in the decline of life, are often inconvenienced 
\>y hemorrhages, and children with prolapfus ani. 
Almoft every patient is tormented with involuntary 
efedions; fome excite them by friftion when they 
feel an injtolerable tickling and itching towards the 
extremity of the glans; in fome there is a flight ap- 
pearance of phlogofis or increafed adlion at the orifice 
of the urethra fimilar to what i$ met with in gonorr- 
hea; 
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haca; they have an alcnofl inceiTant defire to make 
water, which they cannot effedt without going to ftool; 
and when they want in the firft inftance to go to OiQol^ 
they are alike incapable of holding their water. Whea 
the done is large and unequal, the pain is more acute 
after the evacution of the urine, from the coats of the 
bladder coming in contadl with the naked done, pror 
ducing irritation and contraftion. Sometimes, when 
the ftone is fmall and flight, it gets lituated near the 
neck of the bladder; and under thefe circumftances 
the efforts to urine are extremely painfull and often 
unavailing; it often happens for the fame mechanical 
reafoo that theftream of urine is fuddenly interrupted, 
aod flows, again when the (ituation of the calculus is 
altered by varying the pofition* Some are even una- 
ble tp difcharge their urine without lying on their back 
or fide. A ftone engaged in the neck of the bladder 
<^oes not always produce retention of urine, as it is 
fometimes of an angular (hape, or has a fulcus in its 
fide, admitting of the paflTage of the urine. Inconti- 
nence of urine is alfo one of the confequences attend- 
ant on the prefence of a ftone in the bladder: this 
happiens when it is fufEciently large to occupy the 
. Whoje cavity of the bladder; the urine then \ being 
prevented from coUedting in any quantity,isdifcharged 
as faft as it is fecreted, paffing through a kind of gut- 
ter formed in the fides of the calculus. In fome pa- 
tients the urine is glairy, in others purulent or bloody; 
the majority difcharge blood with their urine, after 
the flighteft degree of exercife. 

The fenfible proofs of the exiftence of a calculus 
B b4 arc 
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are to be acquired by the introduftion of the found 
and by'pafling the finger up the reftum in men, and 
up the vagina in women. The tumor formed by the 
ftone contained in the bladder when of a moderate 
fize .may be diftinftly felt at its lower fundus, when 
the finger is palled up the redlum in men, or up the 
Vagina in women ; but when fmall in fize, it is apt to 
efcape our refearchcs, Thefe refearches are fomc- 
times imprafticable; as in cafes of hemorrhoids, or in 
fchirrus and carcinomatous affedions of the reftum; 
but indeed this method of afcertaining this difeafe 
cannot be relied on, as a fwelled proftate gland, fungi j 
or any fwellingin the tunics of the bladder may afford 
a fimilar fenfation. Different forts of founds have 
been propofed at various times to afcertain the eicift-^ 
tnce of a ftone : thofcf of iron and fteel have been 
employed, as affording a more diftindi found; but the 
'ordinary catheters are entitled to the preference, as 
they admit the difchai-ge of the urine and allow injec- 
tions to be thrown into the bladder when deemed 
heceffary. The found may be either paffed laying or 
ftanding. In infants the firft is preferable. The 
done- is often felt immediately after the introduftion of 
the found by thofe accuftomed to the operation. A 
uoifc refuking from the (hock of the two bodies comr 
ing iii contaft may be fometimes diftindtly heard; 
under thefe circumftances no doubr can be entertained. 
Mr. Default obferves, that it is difficult to prefcribe 
any certain rules how to manage the ftaff when in the 
bladder, fo as to afcertain the exiftence of a ftone; 
fometimes it; is difficult to difcover^ and fc^uetimts it 
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will efcape the moft cxaft and beft difefted refcarche»* 
Praftice alone can render a furgeon expert in' thi$ 
operation. There are, however, fome remarks, tht 
rcfult of obfervation and experience. When the done 
is not immediately felt, the inftrument fhould be 
moved gently over every point of the furfacc of the 
bladder, and palTed in as far as poffible ; it fliould 
then be retraced as far as the nfpk of this vifciusi 
then again pafled in, fometimes depreffing the beak 
towards the fundus of the bladder and fometim^smpv- 
ing it in a contrary fenfe, and indeed in eye;y pqfll^ 
ble diiie^ioj^. The foi^nd (hould at times be iliglitly 
agitated, , to render : the (hock of : this - infbrument 
dgainftthe {(one more fenfible tothe feeL.Ifiio 
flone can be felt after aa attention to thefe<i^c^m^ 
ilances, the poliuoh of the patient flipuld bj^yafied; 
he (hould altem^j^ely/ be founded on his baqk ^d 
fide 5 fpmet lines in a ftanding poljtion,. iii/5Uqing.for^ 
waid or bending bac^war^j^^. By varying the. po(itioa 
of the patient inthis m^qn^rpj the ftone is often eaiily 
difcovered. It is preferat|le. to pafs the found whe^ 
the bladder is diftended than when ip is empty : i^i 
the firft cafe it may ,be mpved with jpore freedom 
and is attended with lefs pain, nor is the ftoije fubjed: 
to get entangled in the folds of this vifcus* For 
tbisreafon we have often fucceeded in .finding a cal- 
culus by injefting the bladder, when nooe.coulq be 
difcovered in its empty ftate.. Sometimes when the 
bladder is remarkably large, and the ftone extremely 
fmall, it may be felt more diftindly when it is ^mpty. 
For tlxef^ jeafojos bgllow founds are entitled to the 
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preferehce, as we nlay evacuate or fill (he bladder: 
at pleafure. We cannot be jiiftificd hi afftrttng that 
there is not a ftone becaufe we ard unable to difcover 
it by our refearches, however accurate : our endea- 
vours ftiould be repeated ; and we may perhaps fuc- 
ceed the fecond or third time, when we have been 
difappointed in our firft attempt. Many caufes may 
occur to prevent the difcpvery of the ftone-: if fmall 
in fize it will elude the beak, and if furrounded with 
glairy mucus, will not afford that fenfation that ge- 
nerally refults from the coUifion of the beak with the 
calculus. The ftone may be entangled in the folds of 
the bladder, or be fituated in a cyft or facculus : the 
beak may poffibly get engaged in the ureter, when it 
happens to be dilated : in this cafd it admits of great 
freedom of motion^ and induces the furgeon to fup- 
pofe that there is not a ftone. The bladder ibme- 
times becomes indurated, and affords a (imilar fenfa* 
tion to a ftone when touched by a ftaffl - * 

Praftitioners not much accuftomed to the operation 
may be deceived by the prcfence of tumors, fungi, 
polypi, fchirrus affe&ions of the uterus, indurated 
fseces, peflaHes in the vagina, &c. Thefe doubts 
taiay be removed by the introduftion of the finger up 
the reftum in men, and up the vagina in women. 
The found docs not ferve merely to afcertain the fize, 
figu^?» ^nd hardnefs of calculi.; in many circum- 
ft^uices it will indicate their number : for inftance, 
when fmall ftones are contained, a kind -of clafhing 
noife is afforded by the contaft of the founds there 
is reafon to fuppofe a fton^ is finall when it difappears 
* as 
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as fbon as a little motion* is given to the foiind; on the 
contnary there is ground to fufpeft it large when it is 
ftill felt after confiderable and extenfive motion has 
been given to the i^iftrument^- But on thefe occafions 
the praiftitiancr may be fubjeft to error. A very 
fmall ftone, fituatcd near the neck of the bladder, 
ipay give the idea of a large one ; from coming in 
contaft with a confiderable pprtiori of the furface of 
the inftrument. It is eafy to diftinguilh whether a 
ftone is rough or fmooth : in the laft cafe the ftaff 
pafles over it without any interruption, which is not 
the cafe when thcrftone is pointed. -and /ough.. We 
may judge of the hardnefs or foftnefs of the calculous, 
by the found being obfcureor diftinft. 

The effeft§ btpugbt on confequent to the exiftcnce 
of the ftone are equally various : in others its in- 
creafe in fize is very rapid; whilft in fortic it is fo 
How t}>at the fame done has been remarked to have 
augmented very little in the courfc of feveral years. 
The majority of calculus patients'^ are fatigued day 
and night with the moft excruciating pains ; they 
are fubjeft to inflammation, fuppuration, and ulcera- 
tion of the bladder, and which* fometimes takes on a 
horney hardnefs, and death fooner or later clofcs the 
fcene/ With refped to the ufe of fythontriptics^ 
their inefficacy .arid daoger are: well known. When 
the ftone is too large to pafs the urethra, we can only 
depend on the operation as a radical cure.: it may bd 
performed at all ages; for experience ftiews, that inr 
fants of the moft tender age, as well as thofe far ad- 
vanced in Ufe, are able to fupport it : it would be 
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{nrodent however to omit it in aged patients, if they 
are not much inconvenienced by its prcfence; but if 
the pain and other fymptoms (hould happen to be 
violent, the age of the patient (hould not be urged as 
an objection. Mr. Default has frequently performed 
the operation with fuccefs on perfons 80 years of age. 
With refpedt to children, it may be performed from 
two and a half to three years of age. The prognoftic 
depends on the fex, age, fize, and form of the^calcu- 
hisi conjoined with other fymptoms. It is in general 
more fuccefsful with women than men, and in chiU 
dren than in adults and old men. A fanguineous 
temperament is more favourable for it than a bilious 
one. When performed on thofe fcrophuloufly dif- 
pofed, it often fets that difeafe in adion* 



A Note uhtivt to /i&^Pundture of the Bladder ahwt 
/i&^ Pubis. 

^tr^Sofa Letter from Mr. N Oil, Surgeon in Chief of 
the HStel Dieu at Reims. 

MP. a bookfeller, who formed the fubjedk of 
# Cafe IV. page 165, died fuddenly of an 
apopletic fit, which afforded Mr. Noel the opportu- 
aity of verifying the conjedwe he had formed, th^t 
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the bladder, fome days after the punfture, had con- 
traflied adhefions with the correfpondcnt portion of 
the internal parietes of th6 abdomen, aiid that thefe 
kind of adhefions prevent the cfRifion of urine in 
fimilar cafes. Mr. Noel opened the body by making 
a longitudinal incifion, extending from the umbilicus 
to the fymphifis pubis, within half an inch of the 
cicatrix that refulted from the punfture ; that por- 
tion of the integument oppofite to the cicatrix was 
then divided by a tranfverfe incifion^ and the bladder 
cxpofcd, which was found empty and. funk in the 
pelvis ; from this Mr. Noel conceived that he was 
deceived in his conjefture ; ftill it remained to ex* 
plain why the urine was not diffufed every time the 
found wa? changed, and how it was poffible to make 
thefe changes without experiencing the leaft difficulty. 
Mr. Noel continued the difleftion by making ano- 
ther tranfverfe incifion a little above the cicatrix : he 
then obferved a true ligamentous fubftance, from 12 
to 15 lines in length, ofthefizeof'a crowds quilli 
this ligament was continued on the external cicatrix^ 
as far as the middle and anterior part of the bladder: 
on examining this ligamentous fubftance, Mr. Noel 
was fatisfied of the manner in which it was formed^ 
and its ufe during the time the patient was obliged to 
wear the found.* 



• Vide Obfcrvations on the Punfture of the Bladder by Mr-t 
Noel, page 156 aad following; and Cafe JV* page 164^^ 
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C^fe^fa compute Stlticn oftbefpinal Mmrrw)^ mat^ 
tendti with Paraljfis. 

[By J. BouLET, Surgeon to the H6tel Dicu.] 

J P. Ripert, 21 years of age, was brought to the 
• H^tel Dieu on the loth of Auguft> 1792, for a 
pei^etrating gun-(hoc woun4 he had received in the 
chefL This man expirpd s^bout 26 hours after the 
accident without experiencing any other fymptoms 
than are generally confequent to a wound of this na- 
ture: he pafTed his urine without difficulty, but was 
incapable of difcharging his fxces; he was in con- 
ftant agitation, movipg the pelvis and lower extre- 
mities contmually. The body was opened, and the 
courfe of the ball tmced ; it had pafled in at the right 
fide of the thorax, before the inferior angle of the 
fcapula ; a confiderable echimofis took place around 
the wound ; the latiffihi.us dorii was found pierced 
below the inferior angle of the fcapula, with a confi- 
derable quantity of blood under the ferratus major 
anticus, which had been divided a little more forr 
ward; the parts that covered were confiderably 
cchimofed. The ball had penetrated the thorax be- 
tween the eighth and ninth rib. The inferior edge qf 
the eighth had been carried off, an(J th^ ninth was 
found fra6tured: it then appeared to have paffed 
through the inferior lobe of the right lung, which was 
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covered with blood, with which the greatell part of 
the correfpondent cavity of the thorax was nearly 
filled; the ball then paffed acrofs the right fide of the 
body of the tenth dbrfal vertebrae, and had completely 
divided th^ fpinal marrow; from thence it pafTed 
into the left cavity of the thorax, which, as well as 
the right, was filled with blood, and then penetrated 
the inferior part of the left lung, and paffed out be- 
tween the fevcnth and eighth rib towards their angle, 
and was loft under d^e ferratus major anticus and la* 
tiifimus dorfi, which were found echimofed, as well as 
thofe of the right fide. The fundtions of the urinary 
organs were uninjured, and he had been perfedly 
capable of moving his lower extremities. In a con- 
ftant ftate of agitation, he was perpetually changing 
fides, fitting on his bed, or drawing up his legs and 
thighs. A fenfe of oppreflion, accompanied with 
thirft and general uneafinefs, were the only (ymptoms 
he complained of. In the night he had a momentary 
attack of delirium : this excepted, he poffeffed his 
perfeft recolleftion. The complete fedion of the 
Ipinal marrow at the tenth vertebrae was clear and 
decided. The faft was demonftrated in public by 
Mr. Default, who opened the body. What reliance, 
after this occurrence, can be placed on theoretical 
fyftems ? Here we find a general prdpofition, which 
has even paffed into an axiom, abfolutely and incon- 
trovertibly contradided by experience. Fads with- 
out number can be adduced to prove, that palfy is 
gcherally produced merely by compreffion of the 
l^rpinal xnwrow: how then is it poffible to explain 
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how motion was kept up for z6 hoars after the com- 
plete fedion of this important organ } From this 
curious fa£t we are juftified in concluding that the 
real principles of the human fabric are but little 
knowo» and that, like Hippocratei, we had better 
adhere to obfervation and experience than employ 
our nunds in raiiing fyftems and explaining theories. 



Cafe of Gangrene of the ReHum. 
fBy Mr. Larrey, Army Surgeon.] 

J MART IN, a grenadier, 30 years of age, came 
• to the hofpital at Sarguemines to be cured of a 
fimple gonorrhea. The running was yellowiflb, ac- 
companied with a flight patn^od difEculty in making 
water. At the end of a fortnight he Tiras removed 
to the hofpital at Phatlbourg, where be was treated 
with every pofilble attention. The running. dimi* 
niihed, became white, the pain in difcharging his 
urine had ceafed, and he was on the point of being 
difcharged the hofpital to join his regiment, when 
Mr. Larrey, who was deputed to porfbrm the office 
of furgeon major, iaw him for the firft time. This 
foldier wa? healthy in appearance, nor had ^ver com-^ 

plained 



( 399 ) 

plained of any other inconvenience. Under his pre- 
fent circumftances nothing was prefcribed but nou- 
rilhing aliment, and barley water as a drink; On 
ihe 13th of July he was ordered to join .his regiment, 
beiag to all appearance cured ; but about five o'cloc^c 
in th€ morning he fuddenly experienced a defire tp 
vorait, accompanied with colickly pains and a vio- 
lent he?;d ache. Bilious vomitings now took place,; 
and the whole furface of t)je body became of a faffron. 
hues Thefe fymptoms were regarded by Mr. Larrey 
as the efFe<9:s of indigeftion. Aqueous drinks were 
ordered; which producing no effeft, were altered 
for an oily anti-fpafmodic potion, with an acidulated 
and nitrated ptifan. The pains in the abdomen in- 
creafed, although towards the evening, the vomiting 
badfubfided; at the fame time the other fymptoms 
were aggravated ; the fever increafed in violence, thp 
pain in the head became more intenfe,and the furface 
of the body of a deeper yellow. Blifters were applied 
to the thighs, and the oily potion repeated with thirty 
drop$ of the anodyne tinfture. Thefe tnedicines pro- 
duced no efFeft. He was in acontiriual ftate of agita- 
tion ; the urine was bloody and difcharged with pain, 
Thefe frefh fymptoms would have directed the ufe of 
the bath, but, from fome indications of internal gan- 
grene, the pulfe became fmall and intermittent ; a 
cordial potion was ordered,' Two hours after its ex- 
hibition he (ell into a lethargic ftate, the extremities 
became cold, the pulfe fcarcely fenfible, the counte- 
nance pale and cadaverous, the hiccups frequent, and 
in (bort every fyiuptom announced a fpeedy diiTolu- 
Yohfll^ C q tion, 
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tion, which took place 30 hours after the firft appear- 
anccof the fymptoms. The body was opened. The 
(lotnach was found red and fwelled, containing a 
fmall quantity of drink. The omentum contrafted, 
inflamed^ and extremely fmall. The fmall inteftincs 
were of a reddifli brown for nearly iheir whole extent, 
and much diftcndcd with flatus. The colon and cse- 
cum were inflamed, nearly empty, and fmaller than 
in general. The liver was fwelled and large in fize. 
The fpleen nearly natural. The inteftinum reftum 
was found to be the principal feat of the difeafe. This 
gut, as high as the figmoid flexion of the colon, was 
enlarged to fuch a degree as to occupy nearly the 
whole cavity of the pelvis. The mezo reftum was 
found in a ftate of gangrene throughout its whole cx-^ 
tent, as well as the contiguous parts; the bladder was 
of a reddifh brown, full of a bloody liquor, and inter- 
nally affefted with gangrenous fpots. The ureters 
were black as high as their infertion into the kidnies, 
where they did not appear to be affefted. The os 
pubis was divided, with the intention of obtaining a 
better view of the ipteftine, as the fymphifis was found 
in an oflified ftate; on laying opert this inteftine,^ its 
cavity was found to be filled with a number of black 
tumors of an oval (hape; thefe tumors were difpofed 
in a circular direftion fix inches above the fphincter 
ani; between thefe tumors, which refembled hemorr- 
hoids, furrows were fituated filled with a yellowilh 
mucus ; they fcemed to be of a fibrous cellular tex- 
ture; the gut, in confequence of thefe fwellings, was 
increafed to nearly two inches and a half in thicknefs, 
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without afFording any fuppnration at any one point; 
the reftum, and confequently all the tumors, were in 
a ftate of complete gangrene. Such was the ftsitc at 
the abdominal vilcera. 

The fame difficulty was experienced in dividing the 
cartilages of the ribs as in feparating the os pubis. 
The lungs were inflamed, and adhered to the pleura. 
The top of the left lobe prefented a point of gangre- 
nous fuppuration. The pericardium was found to 
contain a quantity of bloody ferum. The heart pale, 
and filled with black fluid blood. Black fpots were 
obferved on the furface of the body, fimilar to fcor* 
butic eruptions. The head was not opened. 

Mr. Larrey is of opinion, that the primary caufc 
of this difeafe of the reftum may be attributed to the 
venereal virus, but offers no conjedures on the cu- 
rious circumftance^ of the oflification of the os pubcs 
and of the cartilages of the ribs. ' 
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C^/e of a fuccejsful Application of the Trepan en the 
fuperior longitudinal Sinus. 

[By Mr. Thieriot.} 

ON the 17th of March, 1791, a woman of the 
name of Henrion, 30 years of age, received a 
violent blow with a fire (hovel on the os frontis : it 
produced a longitudinal frafture on that part of the 
bone that correfponds to the fuperior longitudinal 
linus, A violent hemorrhage took place from the 
nofe, mouth, and ears, accompanied with lofs of re- 
colledion. The next day Ihe was attacked with a 
violent pain on the pofterior part of the head, accom- 
panied with a fenfe of tenfion about the mufcles of 
the neck; (he was alfo affefted with coldnefs of the 
extremities, which fubfiding gave place to a violent 
fever. The patient was then vi(ited by Dn Laurent 
and Mr. Legrand, furgeon, who were deputed by the 
tribunal to report her (ituation: they both accorded 
in opinion with Mr. Thieriot refpefting the nature of 
the fradturc, the neceflity for the application of the 
trepan, and the dangers neceffarily attendant on its 
application to the part in queftion. The patient was 
laid on her bed, her head fixed by afliftants, and the 
frafture expofed by means of a crucial incifion. The 
four angles were taken off, and the wound filled with 
dry lint. Three hours afterwards, the trepan was 

applied 
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applied oh the m6ft dependent part of flic tt^iircp 
which was comprised in the crown. Mr. Thicriot 
obferves, that when he had lawcd through the b6rft 
near the fuperior longitudinal finus, he didf not lay 
sctiy ftrefs 6n that portionf ot the os frontis which 
corrcfponde^ to this finus, which he was apprehenfiv* 
of dividing. To av6id this, the trepan was tautioufly 
moved to right and left, the bone loofened, ind re- 
moved by meahy of the lever. Some pointed fr^* 
raents that remained 6f the internal table were renntovecf 
by meins of the Icnticulaf. The fulcas in which' thd 
finus was lodged was fufficiehf ly large to admit half ^ 
writing pen. The fever and all the fymptoms fub- 
fided on the eighth day after the fymptoms, by means 
of bleeding and other anti-phlogiftic remedies. The 
wound fuppurated kindly, and the patient daily im- 
proved until the twentieth day. At this period fomc 
fymptoms took place, which menaced the life of the 
patient : ijie was attacked with violent fever, accom- 
panied with fixed pain at the pofterior part of the 
head; at the fame time the urine appeared purulent. 
A blifter was applied to the neck, which produced a 
confiderable fuppuration. Half an ounce of the 
bark was prefcribed to be taken every day. Thefc 
fymptoms fvjbfided at the end of eight days; and oa 
the fortieth day after the operation the external tabic 
of the cranium exfoliated as large as a crown piece. 
In two months her cure was complete. 

This cafe may ferve, in conjundtion with others 
reported by authors, to prove that the trepan may 
with fafety be applied on the finufes and even on the 

ijphenoidal 
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ffhcncidzX arteries, if proper precautions are ob* 
lerved. Mr. Thieriot is of opinion^ that the opera- 
don, under thefe circumftances, would be more 
likely to be attended with fuccefs, if, after the crown 
of the ordinary trepan had reached the (inus, we were 
to employ one of a fmaller fize, not above three lines 
in width, curved and indented. He recommends the 
fiirgeon to ufe this inftrument to finifii the fedion of 
the bone, by ufing it in the manner of a writing pen, 
inoving it alternately from fide to fide> direding it 
from the vefiels ; by which precaution there will be 
little danger of dividing them* 
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